
SPACE MINING

Social and Legal 

Challenges

Resat Volkan Gunel



SPACE MINING
Social and Legal Challenges 

Space mining is the exploitation of raw materials 
from asteroids and other minor planets, including 
near-Earth objects where you can find between 

Mars and Jupiter



Definition of Space Law

….body of law governing space-related human activities



SPACE POLICY

LAW <= POLITICS =>ECONOMY



Law is…?
Institutionalized Political Rules



How can we apply this situation to 
Space Law & Policy?



Cold War Era to Present…

Space Race between two super powers with 
different ideologies. 



Sources of Space Law
The five UN space treaties 

UN General Assembly principles

Other International Treaties

The statutes of international organizations

National laws

INTERNATIONAL LAW





THE MOON AGREEMENT



COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND



End of Cold War ==>  “Globalization”



COMMERCIALIZATION  & PRIVATIZATION



UTOPIA OR DYSTOPIA?



THANKS!

volkangunel@yahoo.com


