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(Mr. Bal. Belgium)

advanced, in regard to the problems of rescue and return of astronauts and

ligbility for damage by objects launched into outer space. It had been said that

in the years to come fresh scientific discoveries would make it possible really to

develop a code of space law. To a considerable degree, such development should be

the result of agreements on specific aspects of space activities, agreements which

should be concluded, if not simultaneously with the draft treaty at present under

consideration, in any event,

in the near future. Their role would be to supplement

the general principles and to adapt space law as promptly as possible to changing

conditions and needs.

In a systematic discussion of the United States and Soviet drafts, the best

procedure, as suggested by the French representative, would be to concentrate

first on the provisions other than the final clauses. It might even be advisable

to consider deferring examination of other parts of the two drafts, such as the

preamble, for example,

to a later stage of the Sub-Committee's work.

The meeting rose at 11.40 g.m.




