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The meeting was called to order at 10.50 a.m.

GENERAL DEBATE ({(continued)

1. The CHAIRMAN announced that, at the request of the representative of Belgiun,

the Secretariat had prepared a document outlining the current status of
outer—space treaties, which had been distributed to all delegations.

2. Mr. SUWONDO (Indeonesia) said that it was essential for the Committee to
expedite work on the three priority items on its agenda, especially in view of the
ever—-growing utilization of outer space and continuing technological progress.

3. Significant progress had been made at the preceding session in formulating a
draft treaty relating to the moon. The draft agreement submitted by Austria,
which his delegation found generally acceptable, represented a reasonable
compromise. It contained essential provisions relating to the peaceful purposes
of any use of outer space and a description of space as the province of all

mankind. His delegation therefore regretted that the Austrian draft agreement had
not been accepted by all members.

4. The principle that the moon was the common heritage of mankind implied that
the natural resources of the moon could be exploited only under an international
régime guaranteeing to all States an opportunity to participate in the
exploitation of such resources and an equitable share in their benefits. The
common-heritage principle precluded the proclamation of sovereignty by any nation
or group of nations over either the moon or any other celestial bodies. The
differences over the issues of the natural resources of the moon and the
establishment of an international régime were not insurmountable. Any treaty to
be adopted should provide for the common use of the moon's resources by all States
and should prevent the moon and other celestial bodies from becoming sources of
conflict in the future. His delegation welcomed the fact that agreement had been
reached on such issues as notification and the scope of the treaty, and it had no
difficulty in endorsing the general view that the instrument to be adopted should
take the form of an agreement rather than a treaty, since it was intended only to
elaborate on the provisions of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty.

5. With regard to direct broadcasting by satellite, his delegation held the view
that the principle of sovereignty should not be subordinated to the principle of
freedom of information. The established rights of States to regulate their
communications systems and decide on the nature of broadcasting services required
by them should not be undermined. It was inadmissible for a State to broadcast
within the territory of another State if the latter objected and made its
objections known. Accordingly, full consultations should be undertaken between
broadcasting and receiving States with a view to reaching agreement. Diregt
broadcasting by means of satellite held out great promige, and his delegation
favoured a balanced solution providing both for prior consent and for freedom of
information, thereby safeguarding the traditions and cultural heritage of PeOP}es
as well as the principles of sovereignty and non-interference in internal affalrs:
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(Mr. Suwondo, Indonesia}

6 The main outstanding issues with regard to direct broadcasting by means of

atellite were consent and participation, prograime contegtt;nd zglatiuif the
5 . * - + e e Or
delegation appreciate
casts. 1In that connexion, his . ; .
bro::ian and Swedish delegations to bridge the gap between opposing views by
Cagmitting the "clean text" contalned in document A/AC.105/C.2/L.117.
su

7 As to remote sensing of the earth by satellite, the need for FegulaFlon had
b;come clear to a majority of the countries which were interested in taking

i i the
advantage of remote—sensing techniques. Special emphasis should be placed on

j i trol
overeign rights of each State to make an inventory of its reszurgei a;iszoge o
: i i ili i ss to data
i tation and utilization. Acce
their present or future exploi i data TSt aral
i £t sovereignty of States ove
i 1 part of the right of permanen . : .
T aes That principle must be applied, in particular, when the.c:rrd'entWhile
experimental phase ended and a global operaticnal system wgg es:abilzng éollutiOn
izl i meteorology, natural dilsaster ‘
fully realizing that data concerning me / o e A ion fent
i i d on as wide a basis as posslibLe,
control should be disseminate ' > s delegR e and
i i ¢ for the remote sensing OL na
that the seeking of prior consen 1sing t Iesources o
ici i State in future activities would gr y
the participation of the sensed . . : ane
inteinational co-operation and ensure the sharing of benefits on a wider sca

resourCces.

8 His delegation was among those which attached great im?ortanc? to thz 1s§;e

oé the delimitation of outer space not only because of the 1ncFea51n§b2imoertates
j i but also because of the growlng nu

objects launched into outer space the g g airect

i i iviti th of space activities ha

involved in space activities. The grow spac ; '

impact upon a number of generally accepted principles of international law,

1“cludl lg atlo]l l sove elg]lty. Moreove i 1aw a!ld SPaCe law were dlStlnCt and
r alr
I a r r

had different implications with regard to jurisdiction. There was,
obvious need for a clear definition of outer space.

9. fThe sui generis character of the geostationary orbit should bg taken lniition
account in formulating a definiton of outer space. ¥n that cognex;on,trgczgove °
should be accorded to the principle that the geostationary orbit situate

State's territory was a limited natural resource of that State.

i de
10. Mr. DE PAIVA (Brazil) observed that, while spectacular progress had been ma

in outer-space activities, international space law h;d ;egaénedi:t;Z?:ligenda
i ix items on the Sub-Comm '

unchanged in the last decade. Of the six 1 . Cte i

three had been under consideration for many years. Whl}e recognizing thégeration

complexity of the issues required that they ghould bg given carefui cogié

his delegation considered it essential that internaticnal legal rules

Principies should not lag behind technical progress.

. . . g . s far
11. Remote sensing was one of the areas 1in which scientific achievement wa

ahead of international law. The completion of the draft principles on remote
sensing was, therefore, a matter of high priority.

Jonn

ii
|



A/RC.105/C.2/SR.308
English
Page 4

(Mr. de Paiva, Brazil)

12. Direct broadcastin i
g by satellite should be based on stri
. - rict respect £
gzz:izéizgr;iht;doflstates. The legal framework which the Sub~CommEttee ggsthe
ou clearly recognize that princi i
. ‘ ple and should provide i
broadcasting shoyld not take place ﬁithout specific agreement between :;:ttS;IECt

States concerned, co i
' vering all matte i issi
Srates g rs relating to the transmission of images ang

13, i
o zzg F:ture treaty relating to the moon should state unequivocally that th
its resources were the common herita f i ¢
o e re t ; ge of mankind. It should al
o theemgiov1s;ogs establishing a legal régime for the exploration and utjiiz ti
n and its resources. There was no justification for deferring the e

14. . P
. gzighe 1ssge of the definition and/or delimination of outer space, his
prec?selbguzgz ;; ia:our of research to enable the Sub-Committee to establish the
utey space. Agreement on the delimi i
precie ‘ : : mitation of outer space woul
alrzad; ;izibi;igligzdsggpe of app}lcatlon of international agreements which had :
were awaiting approval Owing to it i
characteristics, the geostati i - Sded s a £init
ationary orbit should be re ini
: garded as a finite t
coar ‘ natural
Accotgiiél;hetﬁzeszi ghlcptihoulg be subject to an internationally agreed régime
’ -Committee should k i i ;
hocording v, The S eep the question of the geostationary orbit

15. . - -
ek %£__%§;E§g {India) ?ald that the remarkable progress in outer space made by
ohe rez;; éges as the in?ed States and the Soviet Union would remain largely in
until they Fonia e mate o e ot ot Tt et of conrecy and
S ; o feel a greater sense of involvem
in . ent. Of course, the
. ;:;i;izetioihguch lnvolvement.had to come from the leading space Powers. ’It was
ink that developing countries were interested only in the benefits

accruing from space progr i i
: ) ammes; their horizons w i i
o iretiors much Mignee) ere much wider and their

16. The problem of direct broadcasting
unless the States involved displayed an
ggizeégie;nﬁgiido?f trylng to reconcile their theological differences. Beliefs
were oft unalterablgece§51Fy, anq there was a tendency to elevate them to the
v S natke : principles in order to protect them. Direct broadcasting bY
one another, to ?zeagt Eeans for countries to understand rather than to underming
one an nece;sar tg ) Eoyledge rther than to disseminate political prOPaganda'
it uas 2 satellzte zs ablish certain ground-rules for direct broadcasting by
neans of satell .d, ecause the so-called principle of the free flow of

e tiaing ;heas could be abu;ed by a country that believed in

e et St.:ateserz shggld be prior consultation and agreement between receiving
and sending Stat anétiii é:g Erogrammes and their content. Any action harmful to
counter-measures and should ihgﬁeggiebggngvgidgg?erate political tensions and

by satellite was not easy to resolve
understanding of one another's real
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(Mr. Jaipal, India)

"ynavoidablie spill-over"” of broadcasting into

beyond a receiving State. His delegation regarded nothing as
e in a period of technological advance. The extent of spill-over should
a minimum; otherwise spill-over might well prove to be a source of

in the internal affairs of other States. At a time when it was
hts at the drop of a hat, it was
e duties of States towards one

i1 there had been references to
countries

unaVO ida bl
bereduced to

ﬂmerference
tashionable to speak of fundamental human rig

ewential not to lose sight of the concept of th
another.

18, The question of remote sensing was similarly fraught with difficulties and
peeded to be resolved with gsensitivity. Data obtained through remote-sensing
mogrammes could be of the greatest value to all countries, but there was
mﬁe:standable apprehension that the extent of a State's own natural wealth or

lack thereof might become public knowledge. There were dangers in misusing data
a5 well as in withholding them or in providing them to countries that might be
inimical to the sensed country. Information obtained through remote gsensing could
pe an important political or economic weapon in the hands of unscrupulous
Obviously, the sensing States should exericse the greatest discretion
data generally available. It was highly desirable to
t of data obtained and its consent should be obtained

gories of data public.

countries.
and responsibility in making
inform the sensed State firs
pefore making sensitive cate

the moon and its natural resources should be

19. In the view of his delegation,
n international régime should be

reqarded as the common heritage of mankind, and a
evolved to regulate the exploitation of those resources. Such a position would be

in the interests of international détente and peace among nations. The arguments
advanced against that position seemed celf-serving and betrayed a lack of
confidence in experiments in internaticnalizing whatever clearly fell outside the
limits of national sovereignty. Without prejudice to its position of principle,
his delegaticon was prepared to consider pragmatic approaches to the regolution of
the outstanding issues and commended the Austrian delegation for its efforts to
foster compromises. In any avent, there was no urgency in concluding a treaty
relating to the moon. It might well be advisable to wait until sufficient
scientific information became available regarding the natural resources of the
roon and the possibility of their economic use, SO as to avoid working in a

knowledge vacuum.

20, It was inevitable that sooner OL later there should be international
agreement on the definition of outer space, if only to delimit the uppber reaches
of the sovereign air space of States. As no agreed scientific basis for such a
delimitation yet existed, the criteria used would have to be arbitrary and,
Perhaps, temporarv: in which case there would have to be a consensus among
States. His delegation was willing to co-operate in the search for consensus on

that and other issues.

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m.




