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Reference:  OOSA/2008/06

CU 2008/91(A)
The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments to the [Permanent Representative of (…) to the United Nations (Vienna)] and has the honour to refer to the recommendations made by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its fifty‑first session (see document A/63/20 (to be issued)) relating to the forty‑sixth session of its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, to be held from 9 to 20 February 2009.
International cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space: activities of Member States
The Committee took note of the recommendation of the Subcommittee that the Secretariat continues to invite Member States to submit annual reports on their space activities (A/AC.105/911, paragraph 17). 
National research on space debris, the safety of space objects with nuclear power sources on board and problems relating to their collision with space debris
The Committee took note of the fact that the Subcommittee had agreed that Member States and national space agencies should again be invited to provide reports on research on space debris, the safety of space objects with nuclear power sources on board and problems relating to their collision with space debris (A/AC.105/911, paragraph 94).
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Near-Earth objects
The Committee took note of the fact that at the forty‑fifth session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, the Working Group on near-Earth Objects had held informal consultations on ways to further the work of the Working Group and to enhance the multi‑year workplan relating to the agenda item on near‑Earth objects. In that context, the Working Group reviewed its multi‑year workplan and recommended that the Subcommittee continue to consider the item on near‑Earth objects in accordance with the multi‑year workplan for the period 2008‑2010.

According to the workplan for 2009, Member States and international organizations would continue submitting information on near‑Earth object activities and continue intersessional work (A/AC.105/911, Annex III, para. 11).

The Secretary‑General would be grateful if the Government could submit such reports and information, for translation into the other official languages of the United Nations and consideration by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its forty‑sixth session, to the Office for Outer Space Affairs, United Nations Office at Vienna, P.O. Box 500, 1400 Vienna, Austria, before 31 October 2008.

To facilitate the circulation of this request and the submission of inputs by Governments, a copy of this note and the attachment will be placed on the following website: http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/COPUOS/stsc/2009/noteverbale.html. In addition to a hard copy of the submission, an electronic version should be sent to the Office for Outer Space Affairs on computer diskette or via e‑mail (oosa@unvienna.org).

With regard to space activities, the Government may wish to provide the Office for Outer Space Affairs with copies of a printed publication on its national space programme for instance, the annual report published by the national space agency for distribution during the forty‑sixth session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. In this case, the Government is kindly requested to mail at least 150 copies to the Office for Outer Space Affairs at the above address.
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