United Nations/Islamic Republic of Iran Workshop on Space Law

“Role of International Space Law in the Development and Strengthening of International and Regional Cooperation in the Peaceful Exploration and Use of Outer Space”

jointly organized with and hosted by the Iranian Space Agency (ISA)

and

supported by the Asia-Pacific Space Cooperation Organization (APSCO)

8 to 11 November 2009

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
VENUE INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

The United Nations/Islamic Republic of Iran Workshop on Space Law will take place at the Iranian Organization for Intentional Forum, Institute for Political and International Studies of the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tehran, I.R. of Iran from 8 to 11 November 2009. 

The Opening Ceremony of the Workshop will be held on Nov. 8 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. followed by lunch break. The Workshop will start at 1:30 p.m. Participants are requested to register at the registration desk to be set up on the same floor of the event before the start of the Workshop. Upon registration, participants will be issued with badges that will allow them access to the Meeting room.
Institute for Political and International Studies:

Address: Shahid Aghayi St., Shahid Bahonar Ave., Tehran, I.R. of Iran

Tel.: 0098 21 2280 2669

Website: http://www.ipis.ir/english/ 

I. HOTEL

All rooms are reserved at Esteghlal Grand Hotel. Traffic permitting, the Hotel is about 30 minutes driving away from the Workshop venue. Transportation from the Hotel to the venue of the Workshop is provided every day at 8 a.m. (Nov. 8 – 10) and at 7 a.m. (Nov. 11). 

The largest international five-star hotel in Iran located at the beautiful foot-hills of Alborz mountain range, Esteghlal Grand Hotel is equipped with facilities such as communication services, touring & travelling, central video system, satellite channels, sport facilities including tennis courts, swimming pool and sauna, exhibitions of  local arts & crafts and special ceremonies. Examples of other facilities provided at the Hotel include a medical clinic, taxi service, laundry, flower shop, bank and shopping center.
Esteghlal Grand Hotel

Address: Crossroad of Dr. Chamran Expressway and Valiasr Ave., Tehran, I.R. Iran

Tel: +98 21 22660011-9

Website: http://www.esteghlalhotel.com 

II. TRANSPORTATION BETWEEN AIRPORT AND HOTEL

Imam Khomeini International Airport is 90 km (56 miles) away from the city of Tehran. ISA representatives will be awaiting at the airport upon your arrival to take you to the Hotel. So please pay attention to the sign with your name on it.

III. FOOD

Tehran has many modern restaurants, serving both traditional Iranian and cosmopolitan cuisine with Western-style fast food becoming increasingly popular.
· Breakfast

Participants are recommended to have breakfast at the hotel during their stay. Breakfast is included in the price of the rooms. 

· Lunch 

During the Workshop the lunch is served at the Workshop venue.

· Dinner

Esteghlal Grand Hotel has a number of restaurants which offer European and Persian cuisine. There are also numerous restaurants close to the Hotel with Persian, Italian, Chinese, etc. food.

IV. RECEPTION
To be announced during the Workshop.
V. SOCIAL EVENTS
A cultural tour will take place on 11 November 2009, after conclusion of the programme of the Workshop. This event will include a visit to Sa'd Abad Palace Museum of Tehran. Participants wishing to make this visit are kindly advised to inform the registration desk during the first three days of the Workshop.
Sa'd Abad Palace Museum

http://www.saadabadpalace.org/ 

VI. GENERAL INFORMATION

With a long-standing and proud civilization, Persian culture is among the richest in the world. Two and a half millennia of inspiring literature, thousands of poets and writers, magnificent and impressive architecture, and other unique characteristics of the nation are rivaled by only a few countries.

Tehran is the capital and largest city of Iran and the administrative center of the Tehran Province. Tehran is a sprawling city at the foot of the Alborz Mountain range with an immense network of highways unparalleled in Western Asia. The city is famous for its numerous resorts on the Alborz slopes, large museums, art centers, and palace complexes.

Tehran is the largest city in the Middle East and is the 16th most populated city in the world with a population of over 10,000,000 people. Most Iranian industries are headquartered in Tehran. 

Home to various religious minorities, Tehran has many historic mosques, churches, synagogues and Zoroastrian fire temples. Contemporary Tehran is a modern and expensive city featuring many skyscrapers, of which the Milad Tower has come to be a symbol of the country.
Iran's Tourist Attraction Sites:

http://www.iraniantours.com/attractions.htm 
http://www.chnpress.com/tourism/Attractions/ 

Useful Information about Traveling to Iran:
http://www.letsgoiran.com/ 

VII. DRESS CODE
As Islam is the official religion in the Country, women in Iran are obliged to follow Islamic code of dress. They are required to wear long sleeve dress, pants or long skirts and head scarves. 
Please make sure you put your scarf in your handbag or carry-on since you are required to put on the scarf as you leave the airplane. Please also note that there are NO limitations to the color which you would prefer wearing.
VIII. IMMIGRATION

Every person entering Iran must have a valid Visa issued by the Iranian Embassy or the Consulate office in the country of the traveler’s residency or origin. An Iranian visa for entering the country is required for citizens of most countries. 
Please contact an official representation of Iran in your country to get the latest information on visa / non-visa regime!

IX. CLIMATE

Iran is a country of four seasons! While in some regions in the northwest it could be snowy, people in the south enjoy beautiful sunshine! In November, temperature ranges from 7° to 20°С. Raining days are expected at this time of the year in Tehran, tough snow would be less likely.

X. LOCAL TAXI SERVICE

Taxi can be ordered by phone or right in the street. You may use local taxi services at the Hotel for your convenience. 

XI. BANKING SERVICES AND CURRENCY

In Iran there are ten Iranian Rials for one Toman. The amounts indicated on the bills are in Iranian Rial; however, people tend to use the term Toman more often by dropping one of the zeros on the bills.
Rial can be easily converted to hard currency in any authorized bank of Iran or in numerous currency exchange offices. The table below summarizes the latest official exchange rate of Iranian Rials against foreign currencies (subject to minor changes):

	Currency
	BUY

	U.S Dollars
	9930   Rial

	Canadian Dollars
	9500   Rial

	Euro
	14620 Rial

	U.K Pounds
	15950 Rial 


Banks in Tehran usually work from 8:00 a.m. till 2:30 p.m., Saturday through Wednesday and Thursday till 12 pm. Most banks are closed on Friday. Please note that Thursday and Frinday are weekend in Iran.
Credit cards such as Visa, MasterCard and Eurocard are not widely used in Iran. So make sure you have cash with you when shopping or going to restaurants.

Traveler's checks are not widely accepted in Iran either. It is recommended not to bring them (or bring only as a backup), as a high commission rate and much paperwork are always expected. 

XII. ELECTRICITY

The electrical current in Tehran is 220V AC.

XIII. TEMPORARY SIM CARDS, INTERNATIONAL PHONE CARDS, AND INTERNET

Temporary SIM cards will be provided to the participants by ISA. You may use these cards to make and international calls as well. International phone cards are also available. 
The Hotel's wireless service may or may not be available at the time of your stay. However, Esteghlal Grand Hotel provides internet services at its Business Center which is open every day from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Internet is also provided to the participants at the Workshop venue. 

XIV. USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Police: 110
Fire Dept.: 125
Ambulance: 115
Taxi: 133
Operator System: 118
EMERGENCY CONTACT PERSONS
In case of emergency, you may contact Ms. Maryam Tabeshian at 0098 912 803 2025 or 
Mr. Hossein Soleimani Esfahani at 0098 912 225 8614.
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