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To: United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNODOSA)

United Nations Cffice at Vienna, Vienna Internaticnal Centre,
Wagramerstrasse 5, A-1220 Vienna, AUSTRIA

Re: The UNOOSEA letter dated 01.07.2022 NeOOSA/2022/40 CU 2022/187

Subject: Submission on the mandate and purpose o the Working Group on Legal Aspects
of Space Resource Activities by the Space Agency of the Repubiic of Azerbaijan
{Azercosmos) (hereinafter, the “Space Agency’)

Dear SiriMadam,

We welccme the chance to contritute our viewpoints in response tz the nvitation Circular to submit
information on the mandate and purpose of the Working Groug on Legal Aspecis of Space
Resources Activities under the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Jses of
Outer Space ‘hereinafter, referrec as the “WG").

For the purpcse cf exploring new ideas and methods to enhance the framework of the activities
undertaker by the W3, it would be valuable to involve delegates from tte Member States and form
groups to icentify and focus on specific issues born by the space elated activities of the Mamber
States. It mav be preferable for the WG to create appropriate circumstances for tte Member States
to exchange views, iceas and methods of work regularly and collect informaior efficiendy. \We
believe sucn grcup will benefit to the cooperation among Member States, intergovernmental, non-
governmertal organizations and privaie sector ertities. As the Ouier Space Treaty established the
importance of international cooperation in the field of activities reiated to the peaczeful expioration
and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bod es. as well as the importance
of develeping the -ule of law in this new area of human endeavo~. we would like ¢ propose putting
international ccoperation with newy emerged space acters into framework. Ivternational
cooperatior uncer voluntary norms is criticai for maintaining pelitical, diplomatic, and labor stability.
Internationzl cooperation in space resource management can introduce a pragrammatic
dependency into the architecture of & system, requiring ail partners to delver or fime and within
the agreed-upon parameters. These concerns give rise te the adage that intemational cooperat on



is best for & county when its partners are not on the "critical path® <f the system. W= are proposing
a sophisticated legal framework for international cooperaticn n crder to maintain trust and
confidertiaiity.

In order to create safe and transpa art environment for the peaceful use of the Outer Spzce, the
WG itself would share its vision of initial principles for exploration, scientfic and commercial
activities in the Outer Space for the benefit of humankind which woulc be a moadel for the Member
States.

We also would like tc "ecommend the WG to cover the space deor's problem in its work plan, thus
the Outer Space Treaty highlights the ‘reedom of outer space whicn is subject to the condition that
space snould be expiored and used for the benefit and in the irterest of all countries. Therefore,
everyone must behave responsibly to ensure their space activities are beneficial for the humanity,
and to be s.re t~at we can benefit. wa must avoid any risks on the unregulated access to the space.
As the rummer of satellites increases significantly, potential risxs 10 the space continue to grow. It
has been noted trat, only a negligible number of space objects are directly de-oraited at the end of
life, while most of them remain in oroit and add to the space detrs Therefore, space debris pcse
a serious hazard and creates a great -isk to the possibility of “‘uture access to space.

Although several guidelines were formulated in this regard, ~cne cf them is legaily binding. The
next step snculd ne the transfer of guidelines into actual regulaticns. While some countries have
already taker th's step and reflected space debris mitigation in their national regutaticns, weridwide
implementation is still pending. In o-der to ensure a safe and sustainable use =f outer space, we
recommenc to acopt legally binding requirements on space debris mitigation uncer intemational
law.

Furthermore, Azerbaijan supports and deems it necessary 0 continue the ciscussions on the
exploration, exzlcitazion and utilization of space resources. Vve extend our appreciation to the
Chair, Mr. Andrzej Misztal (Poland) and Vice-Chair Mr. Steven Freeland (Austraiia) for opening this
chance to exchange views on the comprehensive deliberations which are necessary to develop an
international ~eguiatory framework that takes intc account the interests of all stakerolders.

Please, accep: assurances cf my highest consideration to entire tean~ of the Unitec Nations Office
for Outer Space Affars.

Sincerely,

Samaddin Asadov 7
Chairman of the Boar



