


Why is it important for 
Sustainable Development? 

What is the Global Space 
Governance concept and 
where does it come from? 



50 years ago 

• Governing the Activities of States  

in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space 
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concept of global space governance 

• international institutions



• International action manner (process) 

• 1) instruments, institutions and mechanisms  

• 2)international cooperative mechanisms 

• 3) guidelines and transparency and confidence-building measures

predictability and orderly conduct of space 
activities



integration of space actors 

process of shaping space laws
intended for a global scale 

involve institutionalization 



legal regime of outer space - a pillar of global space governance

Legal / regulatory 
dimension  

fragmentation 

Institutional / 
organizational 

dimension 

decentralization 



• 5 space law treaties  

 

•5 sets of principles and declarations on outer space 

 

• codes of conduct, TCBMs, guidelines, instructions, regulations, 
standards, policies 

 



Space-related institutions that touch one or more aspects of space activities  
 
 
 

UN / non-UN 

General / specialized 

Intergovernmental / non-governmental 



International / global

Regional

Ad Hoc



coordinating and facilitating international cooperation 

mandate to strengthen the international legal regime governing outer 
space 

serve as an important 
platform for strengthening space capabilities in developing countries



• governance development of the legal regime 

• capacity-building

• resiliency 

• interoperability

• space for sustainable development 
creating closer links with the Commission on Sustainable Development

to raise awareness of the contributions space science and technology and their 
applications are making to the efforts of humankind to promote sustainable development 



“Our Common 
Future”,  

known as the 
Brundtland 
Report 

Development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own 
needs.  

 

1. the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential needs of the world's 
poor, to which overriding priority should be given 

2. the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social 
organization on the environment's ability to meet present and future 
needs. 



 directly, as enabler and driver for sustainable development, 

 indirectly, as an integral part of the indicators for monitoring the progress towards 
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

• Goal 3 space for 
global health

• Goal 9 resilient infrastructure
innovation 

• Goal 11 
space for resilient societies and infrastructures

• Goal 13 space for monitoring 
and mitigating climate change

• Goal 14 
space for ocean monitoring

• Goal 15 

space and biodiversity



UNISPACE+50 to strengthen unified efforts 
in shaping the global space governance

7 UNISPACE+50 thematic priorities 

Global partnership in space exploration and innovation 

Legal regime of outer space and global space governance: current and future perspectives 

Enhanced information exchange on space objects and events 

International framework for space weather services 

Strengthened space cooperation for global health 

International cooperation towards low-emission and resilient societies 

Capacity-building for the twenty-first century 



 Theme 1: Condition and 
knowledge of the space 

environment 

Indicator 1.1: Orbital debris 

Indicator 1.2: RF spectrum and 
orbital positions 

Indicator 1.3: Natural hazards 
originating from space 

Indicator 1.4: Space situational 
awareness 

Theme 2: Access to and use of space 
by various actors 

Indicator 2.1: Space-based global 
utilities 

Indicator 2.2: Priorities and funding 
levels in civil space programs 

Indicator 2.3: International 
cooperation in space activities 

Indicator 2.4: Growth in commercial 
space industry 

Indicator 2.5: Public-private 
collaboration on space activities 

Indicator 2.6: Space-based military 
systems 

Theme 3: Security of space systems 

Indicator 3.1: Vulnerability of satellite 
communications, broadcast links, and 

ground stations 

Indicator 3.2: Reconstitution and 
resilience of space systems 

Indicator 3.3: Earth-based capabilities 
to attack satellites 

Indicator 3.4: Space-based negation-
enabling capabilities 

Theme 4: Outer space 
governance 

Indicator 4.1: National space 
policies 

Indicator 4.2: Multilateral forums 
for space governance 

Indicator 4.3: Other initiatives 



GSG SD 

Processes of interaction and 
decision-making; 

Structured and sustained rules, 
norms and actions ; 

Support of sustainable 
development 

Economic development should 
be conducted with due regard 

of environmental issues and 
social benefits 





interacting and involving all space actors 

• “GOOD” 





Recommendations for Dubai Declaration 

No country should be left behind 

GOOD Global Space Governance 



olga. stelmakh@mcgill.ca 

 


