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What does Search and Rescue mean?What does Search and Rescue mean?
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Rescue:Rescue: An operation to retrieve persons in distress, An operation to retrieve persons in distress, 
provide for their initial medical or other needs and deliver provide for their initial medical or other needs and deliver 

them to a place of safety.  them to a place of safety.  (IAMSAR, Volume 1)(IAMSAR, Volume 1)

Search:  Search:  An operation, normally coAn operation, normally co--ordinatedordinated by a RCC or by a RCC or 
RSC, using available personnel and facilities to locate RSC, using available personnel and facilities to locate 

persons in distress. persons in distress. (IAMSAR, Volume 1)(IAMSAR, Volume 1)
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A unit subordinate to an RCC, established to A unit subordinate to an RCC, established to 
complement the latter according to particular provisions complement the latter according to particular provisions 
of the responsible authorities:of the responsible authorities:

•• Where communications facilities in a portion of an Where communications facilities in a portion of an 
SRR are not adequate to enable closeSRR are not adequate to enable close--coordination coordination 
between RCC and SAR facilitiesbetween RCC and SAR facilities

•• Where the SRR encompasses a number of states Where the SRR encompasses a number of states 
or territorial divisions where local facilities can only or territorial divisions where local facilities can only 
be directed through local authoritiesbe directed through local authorities

•• Requirements for personnel, equipment and Requirements for personnel, equipment and 
accommodations are similar to an RCCaccommodations are similar to an RCC
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RCC BermudaRCC Bermuda JRCC CuracaoJRCC Curacao

MexicoMexico

GuyanaGuyana

ColombiaColombia
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/62146 00000/3660/98 046 0105/62146 00000/3660/98 046 0105
/162/366O/162/366O

******* 406 BEACON LOCATED FIRST ALERT UPDATE (AMBIGUITY UNRESOL******* 406 BEACON LOCATED FIRST ALERT UPDATE (AMBIGUITY UNRESOLVED) *******VED) *******
BEACON ID: ADCD0 16672 C0401 SITE ID: 73326BEACON ID: ADCD0 16672 C0401 SITE ID: 73326

**************** DETECTION TIME AND POSITIONS FOR THE BEACON ******************* DETECTION TIME AND POSITIONS FOR THE BEACON ***************************
PROB SOL LATITUDE LONGITUDE DETECT TIME SAT SOURCE SRR /BUFFERPROB SOL LATITUDE LONGITUDE DETECT TIME SAT SOURCE SRR /BUFFER
90 A 28 25.6N 100 12.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD08 /AFRCC90 A 28 25.6N 100 12.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD08 /AFRCC
10 B 28 35.6N 072 18.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD0710 B 28 35.6N 072 18.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD07

************ BEACON ID CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING ENCODED INFORMATIO************ BEACON ID CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING ENCODED INFORMATION **********N **********
COUNTRY : USA CRAFT ID : WAQ7615COUNTRY : USA CRAFT ID : WAQ7615
MID CODE : 366 HOMING : 121.5 MHZMID CODE : 366 HOMING : 121.5 MHZ
MANUFACTURER: LITTON MODEL : 948MANUFACTURER: LITTON MODEL : 948--000001000001
SERIAL NUM : 23456 BEACON TYPE: MARITIMESERIAL NUM : 23456 BEACON TYPE: MARITIME

****************** USMCC REGISTRATION DATABASE INFORMATION *********************** USMCC REGISTRATION DATABASE INFORMATION *****************************
REGISTRATION DATA IS NOT AVAILABLEREGISTRATION DATA IS NOT AVAILABLE

************************ SUPPORTING INFORMATION **************************************** SUPPORTING INFORMATION **************************************
USMCC PROCESSING TIME: 15 0104 FEBUSMCC PROCESSING TIME: 15 0104 FEB

THIS ALERT MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO: AFRCC, CGD08, CGD07THIS ALERT MESSAGE IS BEING SENT TO: AFRCC, CGD08, CGD07

ALERT MESSAGES FOR THIS SIGNAL PREVIOUSLY SENT TO: AFRCC, CGD08,ALERT MESSAGES FOR THIS SIGNAL PREVIOUSLY SENT TO: AFRCC, CGD08, CGD07CGD07

PREVIOUS PASS INFORMATION:PREVIOUS PASS INFORMATION:
PROB SOL LATITUDE LONGITUDE DETECT TIME SAT SOURCE SRR /BUFFERPROB SOL LATITUDE LONGITUDE DETECT TIME SAT SOURCE SRR /BUFFER
50 A 28 25.6N 100 12.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD08 /AFRCC50 A 28 25.6N 100 12.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD08 /AFRCC
50 B 28 35.6N 072 18.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD0750 B 28 35.6N 072 18.3W 15 0045 FEB S3 SSE CGD07

NEXT TIME SIGNAL SHOULD BE DETECTED:NEXT TIME SIGNAL SHOULD BE DETECTED:
SOL DETECT TIME SAT SOURCE VISIBILITYSOL DETECT TIME SAT SOURCE VISIBILITY
A 15 0200 FEB S3 SSE HIGHA 15 0200 FEB S3 SSE HIGH
A 15 0239 FEB C4 OSE HIGHA 15 0239 FEB C4 OSE HIGH
B 15 0200 FEB S3 SSE HIGHB 15 0200 FEB S3 SSE HIGH
B 15 0240 FEB C6 TX1 HIGHB 15 0240 FEB C6 TX1 HIGH

QQQQQQQQ
/LASSIT/LASSIT
/ENDMSG
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Or, Or, RCCsRCCs can use can use 
advanced, advanced, 
computerized computerized 
systems available systems available 
which allow which allow 
automated receipt automated receipt 
and tracking of and tracking of 
alerts alerts 
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AFRCC uses AFRCC uses SARMasterSARMaster (EMS Technologies)(EMS Technologies)
USCG uses C2PC/CASP and is transitioning to USCG uses C2PC/CASP and is transitioning to SAROPsSAROPs (CG developed systems) (CG developed systems) 
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In SAR, the information on the target and the people affected isIn SAR, the information on the target and the people affected is
“intelligence”. Intelligence gathering also includes information“intelligence”. Intelligence gathering also includes information on assets on assets 

and resources that may assist.and resources that may assist.

Prior to operationsPrior to operations –– building up & identifying sources of information & databuilding up & identifying sources of information & data

During operationsDuring operations –– tapping into the information and datatapping into the information and data

Once the alert has been raised the SMC requires:Once the alert has been raised the SMC requires:

Nature and Position of the emergency.  Weather conditions.Nature and Position of the emergency.  Weather conditions.
Name of vessel or aircraft, type, Name of vessel or aircraft, type, callsigncallsign, registration., registration.
Full description (size, type, colour, markings, unusual featuresFull description (size, type, colour, markings, unusual features).).
Persons on board.Persons on board.
Communications equipment.Communications equipment.
Emergency, safety and survival equipment.Emergency, safety and survival equipment.
Owner and agent for the aircraft/vessel and contact information.Owner and agent for the aircraft/vessel and contact information.
Other possible sources of information Other possible sources of information –– family.family.
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U.S. Rescue Coordination CentersU.S. Rescue Coordination Centers

RCC Norfolk / LANTAREA:  RCC Norfolk / LANTAREA:  
+1 +1 –– 757 757 –– 398 398 –– 62316231

RCC Alameda / PACAREA:RCC Alameda / PACAREA:
+1 +1 –– 510 510 –– 437 437 –– 37003700

RCC Langley / Air Force RCC:RCC Langley / Air Force RCC:
+1 +1 –– 800 800 –– 851 851 –– 3051 or3051 or
+ 1 + 1 –– 757 757 –– 764 764 –– 81128112

Additional Resources:Additional Resources:
RCCRCC--NET:  NET:  www.rccwww.rcc--net.orgnet.org
SARContacts.comSARContacts.comRCC Norfolk (Portsmouth, Virginia)RCC Norfolk (Portsmouth, Virginia)
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•• Over 3,000 vessels voluntarily Over 3,000 vessels voluntarily 
report their position to the USCG report their position to the USCG 
daily ready to lend assistance in daily ready to lend assistance in 
an emergencyan emergency

•• AnyAny Rescue Coordination Rescue Coordination 
Center can request a Surface Center can request a Surface 
Picture (SURPIC) from a USCG Picture (SURPIC) from a USCG 
RCC for vessels in any RCC for vessels in any 
geographic regiongeographic region

Automated Mutual assistance Automated Mutual assistance VEsselVEssel Reporting Reporting 
(AMVER) System(AMVER) System
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•• SRR boundaries are not meant to be barriers to providing assistaSRR boundaries are not meant to be barriers to providing assistance or nce or 
cooperation.cooperation.

•• The concept of ‘‘first RCC’’ has been developed to show how an MThe concept of ‘‘first RCC’’ has been developed to show how an MRCC RCC 
that receives a distress alert has responsibility to do what it that receives a distress alert has responsibility to do what it can to can to 
acknowledge the alert, and arrange assistance, until it can idenacknowledge the alert, and arrange assistance, until it can identify tify 
another RCC willing and better able to respond.  another RCC willing and better able to respond.  

(IAMSAR Volume 2, Sections 2.25.1 & (IAMSAR Volume 2, Sections 2.25.1 & 3.6 provides additional discussion3.6 provides additional discussion))

•• RCCsRCCs have not uniformly met conditions of IAMSAR = inconsistency withave not uniformly met conditions of IAMSAR = inconsistency with h 
SAR facilities and capabilities throughout their whole SRR.SAR facilities and capabilities throughout their whole SRR.
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Effective response depends on Effective response depends on 
strong SAR policies & procedures…strong SAR policies & procedures…

•• National SAR Plan & National SAR CommitteeNational SAR Plan & National SAR Committee

•• National SAR Supplement (to IAMSAR)National SAR Supplement (to IAMSAR)

•• U.S. Coast Guard SAR Addendum U.S. Coast Guard SAR Addendum 
(CG SAR Manual)(CG SAR Manual)
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