Vulnerable Mountains
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Why Mountains?

“Mountains are an important source of
water, energy, and biological
diversity. Furthermore, they are a
source of such key resources as
minerals, forest products and
agricultural products and of
recreation. As a major ecosystem
representing the complex and
interrelated ecology of our planet,
mountain environments are
essential to the survival of the
global ecosystem.”

-- Agenda 21, Chapter 13, Managing

Fragile Ecosystems. Sustainable Mountain
Development

....and they're pretty !!
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Categories of mountain rrain | Mou ntai = of the Worl
:l >= 4500 meters

3500 -4500 m
2500 -3500 m
1500 -2500 m and slope > 2 degree

1000 -1500 m and slope > 5 degree or local elevation range > 300 m

- 300 -1000 m and local elevation range > 300 m

Source: Mountain Watch (UNEP-WCMC 2002)

Y Brshke
International Year of GIOba' Global

Environment

e ave sll _
mountain peopfg sl]mg]lft"ra'" Facility




CHAPTER 13
MANAGING FRAGILE ECOSYSTEMS: SUSTAINABLE
MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT

m Nitp.//www.un.org/esa/sustaev/documents/agenda’
1/english/agendallchapterl3.htm

m Generating and strengthening knowledge about the
ecology and sustainable development of mountain
ecosystems;

m Promoting integrated watershed development and
alternative livelihood opportunities.



Commission on Sustainable
Development

m 1997 review (5 yrs):major progress in
awareness and organizations:

m Mountain islands
m [nstitutions (meaning?)

m CSD Johannesburg (10 yrs) Any
change over last 5 years?
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b GIobaI Mountaln Partnership
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1 UNEP:Is the; gIobaI En‘\/lronmental Reference Centre
(ERC) of the MPS! and it helps ensure adequate
attention to env:ronmental concerns in the MPS
strateglc planri’uﬂg and act|V|t|es

¥ I" 2| o









Retreat of Hintereisferner Glacier
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WATER !
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“Mountains as Early Indicators of
Climate Change”
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mountains.unep.ch
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Thank you !

UNEP ROE - Vienna
www.carpathianconvention.org

www.carpathianproject.eu




