THE PRIVILEGED ASTRONOMICAL POSITION OF ECUADOR KNOWN
FROM THE TIME OF THE ABORIGINAL CULTURE QUITU-CARA, AND
HOW THIS CAN STIMULATE THE YOUNG PEOPLE TO STUDY

ASTRONOMY.
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Since the beginning of mankind human beings have generated qugstions like where do We comé from? Or ; ;
where do we go? And the youth is whotm_akes these questions more often. By studying Astronomy through
the"eyes of ‘our ancestor we.can try to einderstand not just the begimning of the universe, but we can
understand the relations between our land, 'our planet and-the universe itself or a possible outcome of it. For-
" those young who wish to develop technology, a laboratqry*titat has mot been much explored is the space
where unique conditions are given and different for both travel and life support. As®*well as knowing how*to

Catequilla is an-elevation located at 2630 meters above
.sea level located exactly on the equinoctial line, This gives
_it special characteristics, the most important being thatit is

in the parallel 0° its summit enjoys, a 360° visibility from

where you+ cgn see 25 different anhcient populations,

take ‘advantige of the astronomical condifions to optimize the processes W our glanet,‘as the Quitu-Cara - . . Y S e absolutely all the archaedlogical sites of the.region without
culture knew how to perform on ittmoment.” _ : a S e B g , i e 5 ‘ ®8 help to optical instruments, So the abservation is direct
The_Quitu-Cara culture was characterized by being great astronomers which were, given very easily by th A i AT B and simple. Its advantageous positionsin the middle of the
geographic point that they chose as Rome, this astronomical consciougness is evidence@ until today in . &&= " Bt . + - =% two great mountain ranges of The Andes, allowed that the
d¥fferent archaeological sites that show the cosmevisiom and the acquired.Wisdom By my ancestors the Quitu® " a.. _»;- il T e oo, east relief*"was used tp observe the exits and the western
Caras “without the need for advanceg instrumegts-like those mow -~counted tp certify “the- latitudinal ::?f"’;Cf"‘"«— a—‘i =R = onpe for the positions of the stars. This is.the only elevation
measurements. A L i - = X - a in the world that has these charatteristics.

. - - g . <+ There is_a-semicircular sandstone and

PR'V'LEGED ASTRONOM'CA'L POSJT'ON OF ECUBDQR ) . «** pumice wall of about.107 m length stone,
& . . : R 15 = . e - . ; with an ing;linat"'ron from the eastern end
WHY IS ECUADOR CONSIDERED THE MIDDLE OF THE WQRLD IF THE EQUINOGTIALIINE PAS§ES . " to %the’ south sid_ef with an-approximate & o e ot s S
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= This is an ideal_geography for “horizontal astronomical observations, .since 4t is thes only. site- around~the - _ . o g e ‘ ‘ 5% g e NG T e SRV S >
equator where we have a fixed horizon to be able to"obgerve the departures, and apparent.mov'eHenTs of the 3 . There .is* also a stone”platform at ‘an”
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celestial bodies in the horizon and, Moreover; only in this Jatitude ‘can wewobserve with dntegrity the emtire- " « angle af 330 ° whereby,* itecrosses the " * Y T B o s A At o, 0 S
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: STE . - In the Northwest sectof of the site is a stone disc with a

diameter of approximately 8 m,"which has three lines of

“.*, -Stones, two located- diametrically and qne located
- ‘radially. = : " -7,

In order to verify the alignments in the sol_stic°e_s. and

" =-equinoxes; the site was visited on different dates from

.. ~1997_to 2012, and the exits and- supsets were marked

with- gnomans to-determipe the-alignments.
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Th_e.pyréFﬁids of Cochasgui and the :
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4

, = 5 . : . X converge in the archaeological center of . . e
S S B et R ) T A - Catequilla fellowing the falls and exits of =
° PR~ Ko o S35 o TR RP a . -the*Sun-at the solstices :of June and- .- =
- o, 'QUITU'CARA CULTUR_E ™ = ( . % o s : December; . e “ae CEE TR X ..‘. »

~The.valiey where is located | v T - - . - S T I et T e e .

Quite was populated from 900 e B s Rl A S R b ot - ,,{3232,;;;?33'“?{ B R e ol -
- ey e, ~ SR - TR e R S S 2 : : :

* Refunded by- Quitus arid then v, et e T .- . e QU'TO . e - . N
bytheCaras..- > “ - i i —c & s s - : R L L P S | zl'-{. <

* The Quitls Caras had no gl ® | . - "7 _ - The gity of.Quito, its name  comes from KI = sun, TO = - _ ' VoY A
ggfiné%’ti}?éspgoa; e.a peaceful and }1 fe A R- . ~stratght, ‘means eafth_of the straight sun;.its location is - : i
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of -crops,” new- defined as 7D e v _ R plgmatatk 4R AT ~© 7 were-looated, replaced-by buildings of the new religion SC;;‘?;’,'?O. " -
“Pascua _Chica? and “Prscus. I | _— L * 2 impose.d. by.4he Spanishr conquest (.ChEer,heS)., they "-_ -
Grande”. ~- .= ; yif! - -+ positiorfied tHemselves._ just- above “the old. ones for a- -
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" of this Pre-Inca civilization are—= | ,'f""ﬂg' The~ construction of the buud'&ng'q Wwas based on tbe - :
oy e e 2 = & S - ae e s o equinoxes (right sun) when there=is mo shde .at noon, » 7S
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Time was of the egsence for ihe Qu'itgﬂ%-_w‘q;@sb -
3 -built pyramid -number 13 or the Agricdltura‘-l;.fg ;aﬂr,s, It - Talks given until August 31, 2017
. i§-divided"into splar and lunar, #he first to-estabhish -the . - Province mmm ;’Jz‘ :
solstioe and equinox, basically-for celebrations; The lunar ' > .
catrdar, of nore-portance because it goverred a1 N B—] Y
agBultural-activity, the sowings. = === © S g -  Cayambe | 759 31,297| @ 2a4%|  133] 10| S| 7.5%
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. 1 talk every 10 days @prox. Since 2015.age range 7-17
.years. 10% of the sthoels in Quito.
¢ In*2017 4 conferences Were done forteachers
- The"society will-be able to understand the importance of
A _ th’e.:eiistence .and conservation of these .goods,.

- ' ' B S ' s Y -. <ollatefally; clarifying - information on " thes historical®
The materials used for the construction of these fifteenstruncated pyramids ,V\?Gl'é. g" \ 1 X \ processes .that‘ha've'aﬁected the regiony, which will allow_ |
chocoto, of which nine are provided with ramp that constitute this great archaeblogicalpeth , . us to understand many fgctoFs that have intervened to+
The pyramids or Tolas are covergd with earth and grass.for their preservation.-” = « == — = LN =3 = -@ate, such as the use of geographic space, land use and.
Pyramids and fools are identified through numbers by their form or by belief. . % S i e R natyral resoukces. £ . - .

: ] | s e
yighs an sites 15 colobit R gf’ S, g B Wy cqentistwith sy Development wmmmp DBefler = .
> . S T ® . . * it S - grc')ws.." i Cultural Identity Country :



