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BACKGROUND

 UNCLOS

 Baselines

 Maritime Limits

 Regional program (run 
by SPC) for 
developing maritime 
boundaries



BACKGROUND

Kiribati got involved 
around 2007 

Kiribati makes much of its 
earnings from Fisheries 
Licenses

Has one of the largest 
marine resserves in the 
world



METHOD

1. LEGAL

- Updated our Marine Zones 
Act the current definition of 
the sea baselines and maritime 
zones

2. TECHNICAL

- Derive baselines 

- Compute technical solutions 
for shared boundaries 

3.  ADMINISTRATIVE





METHOD

 Acquired new satellite imatery

 We needed to be convinced that 
the imagery was of good 
positional accuracy

 Conducted GNSS Surveys for 7 
islands

 Established new survey marks 

 Occupied existing benchmarks 

 Collected Image reference 
points



RESULTS

Processing of the GNSS survey data 
was done mostly by SPC

5m residuals

Fit the purpose of the project



OUTCOME

Derived our territorial 
sea baselines

Computed our outer 
limits

 Able to move forward 
with our shared 
boundaries negotiations 
and treaty signings



OUTCOME



OUTCOME

Reaping the benefits
By knowing our 
jurisdiction we have had 
successful prosecutions 
of vessels fishing illegally
Effectively managing our 
marine space



WHAT REMAINS TO BE DONE

 Our island's are still on legacy 
datum

 We still need to update our 
nautical charts  and maps

 Information surrounding the 
islands datum are disjointed -
why hasn't there been any 
efforts to consolidate all of this 
information? 

 We still need to improve improve 
our current capacity  



WAYS FORWARD

Seek regional and  
international  

assistance

Develop National 
Action Plans and 

Stretegies

Training and capacity 
building

https://vsa.org.nz/about-vsa/news/the-map



CONCLUSION

 The Model that was used for the 
Regional Maritime Boundaries 
Project, is something I believe we can 
learn from with regards to our efforts  
to address the following:

a. Modernising of  our country's 
geodetic datum

b. Capacity building 

c. Raising awareness

 Requires commitment of funds, 
resources, time and expertise
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QUESTIONS

Kam bati n raba’ (Thank you all)


