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The People’s Summit has arrived!

The UN Food Systems Summit, held during the UN General Assembly in New York on September 23, is setting 

the stage for global food systems transformation to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.



• More than 3B people cannot afford any diet,
• 690M are chronically malnourished; COVID-19 has 

increased this number by 83-132M,
• 150M children under five are stunted,
• 2B people are malnourished, overweight, and 

obese, and
• 600M people get sick every year by consuming 

unsafe food.

Why it matters

Slide courtesy of Dr. Rattan Lal
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The mechanisms of engagement

Building on the people’s summit concept, feedback from the summit dialogues and the summit community 

flow into the Pre-Summit and eventually the Summit, how will the feedback be used and implemented



- Huge momentum…through June 23, 2021, 606 Independent Dialogues had 
been registered, and more since.

- Dialogue participants expressed and shared visions of food systems 
transformations that will lead to a more just and sustainable world. 

- This was articulated as major, significant systems innovations and reforms, 
rather than small, incremental changes around the edges.

- A significant pattern across many Dialogues was the emphasis on the need 
for all actors to acknowledge the high-level of complexity and 
interdependency in a food system and therefore, to engage in systems 
thinking when designing, implementing, and evaluating transformational 
initiatives and solutions.

The Dialogues



- Dialogue participants were generally leery about overly broad, 
standardized, and top-down solutions that are insensitive to local contexts, 
both in regard to environmental and socio-cultural contexts.

- Many dialogue participants noted that not everything currently being done 
within food systems is bad

- The Dialogues have value in bringing diverse people together on a variety 
of issues to think about and build momentum for the Summit. 

- People connecting together and interacting around food systems issues 
and the future of food and agriculture has value in and of itself quite apart 
from the substance that emerges from the Dialogues.

The Dialogues
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• Action Track 3 will work to optimize environmental resource use in 
food production, processing and distribution, thereby reducing 
biodiversity loss, pollution, water use, soil degradation and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

• In its pursuit of this goal, the Action Track will aim to deepen 
understanding of the constraints and opportunities facing 
smallholder farmers and small-scale enterprises along the food value 
chain. 

• It will also strive to support food system governance that realigns 
incentives to reduce food losses and other negative environmental 
impacts.





Why nature-positive production is important

Nature (e.g. ecosystems and biodiversity) provides a vast range of ecosystem services 
critical for sustaining food production 
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Source of data: WWF Living Planet Report 2020

Infographic: UNCCD Boosting Nature-Positive Production Action Guide 2021



Nature-positive agriculture can be delivered through 
locally-adapted agroecology and regenerative practices 
that:

• maintain ecosystem services vital for sustained 
agricultural productivity; 

• stem biodiversity loss in agricultural systems, and in 
native systems (by avoiding clearing and reduced 
pollution), 

• help to adapt to, and mitigate, climate change.



Where are things 
going with FSS 
Action Track 3 that 
may be relevant to 
space applications 
for food systems?



FSS Action Track 3 is generating a lot interest among 
governments, the private sector and a wide range of 
organizations, leading to some interesting proposals



Track 3 led to a proposal for a “Global Soil Hub”

The Global Soil Hub calls specifically for 

the establishment of a multi-stakeholder 

coalition to facilitate the adoption and 

scaling of soil health restoration practices 

with outcomes for growth, productivity, 

rural livelihoods, climate and nature.  



Why needed? Many initiatives focus on soil health – need to focus on 
galvanizing and guiding private and public investment



Member statesCoalition  
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Private 
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Civil society & 
Research 
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Coalition of 
Action 4 Soil 

Health
(CA4SH)

This coalition will set ambitious targets that align with Private Sector and 

Government KPIs to ensure that large areas of productive land are under 

practices that improve soil heath.  It will advocate for multi-stakeholder partners 

to facilitate the adoption and scaling of a global mechanism and processes to 

guide and catalyze public and market-based private sector investments in soil 

health, with outcomes for economic returns and growth, productivity and rural 

livelihoods, and climate and nature.

This Soil Hub idea is now a proposal for a Coalition







Is there a way experts in space applications for 
food systems and the UNCCD can already 
collaborate?



…is a unique stakeholder-driven 

initiative with a clear policy 

mandate from UNCCD

…helps national and local actors in all 

countries use Earth observations 

to achieve LDN.

... promotes and supports the 

collaborative development, 

provision and use of EO datasets, 

quality standards, analytical tools 

and capacity building 

For more info:

http://earthobservations.org/geo_ldn.php

WG 1:

Capacity Building

WG 2:

Data Quality 
Standards

WG 3:

Data Analytics

Group on Earth 

Observations - LDN 
Initiative

(GEO-LDN)

UN Convention to Combat 

Desertification
(UNCCD)



What is LDN and why is it relevant 
to these food systems discussions?

Land Degradation Neutrality 
(LDN) offers a  balanced 
approach to address land 
degradation and accelerate the 
SDGs, all of which depend on 
healthy land.



“A state whereby the amount and 
quality of land resources necessary to 
support ecosystem functions and 
services and enhance food security 
remain stable or increase within 
specified temporal and spatial scales 
and ecosystems”

UNCCD COP12 October 2015

Land Degradation 
Neutrality (LDN)



Land Degradation Neutrality is about 
doing the right things in the right 
places at the right scale



There are close to 1 billion ha in global commitments for 
sustainable land management and land restoration
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Highest commitment per country

280 million ha

13 million ha

Mostly in developing countries



127 countries have 

committed to set 

LDN targets so far

104 of these have 

completed setting 

their LDN targets

70 of these have had 

their targets formally 

adopted by government

LDN targets set since 2017

And LDN 
alone 
amounts to 
450 M ha 
of ambition 
so far…



How can LDN and land restoration boost nature-
positive food production?

Sneak preview to an action guide that will be launched at 
the upcoming Food Systems Summit.
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LDN response actions for food security and 
sustainable agriculture 
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Thank you!

Web: www.unccd.int 

Twitter & Instagram: @UNCCD 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNCCD


