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Space reIated act|V|t|es at the Natural Hlstory
Museum Vienna — Educating new generations
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the history of the museum and its collections

naturhistorisches museum wien

Imperial nature cabinet

1750: Purchase of the then largest
collection of natural objects by
Emperor Franz | Stephan of
Lorraine, the husband of Maria
Theresa

Establishment of imperial collection
at the Hofburg (Imperial Palace),
about 30,000 objects
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NHM today

=  Public exhibit area: 9000 m? out of ca.
50,000 m?

= Collections: ca. 30 Million objects
= Underground storage: 4.500 m?

= Staff: more than 350 people, including about
65 scientists (plus postdoc/project staff)

I = Visitors: in 2016 more than 700,000 (per
¥ | ' | year); one of the most visited museums in
7 Austria

= Three separate facilities: pathological-
anatomical collection at the “Narrenturn”
(largest of its kind in the world), ecology
station near Danube; excavations at Hallstatt
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Collections
l' '
- = Anthropology
el = Archives
- = Botany
Tl
e = Geology & Paleontology
: = Mineralogy & Petrography (incl. meteorites)
= Prehistory
. g -
~ Py = Zoology 1 (Vertebrates)
< A7 >
- 4 . =% = = Zoology 2 (Insects)

Zoology 3 (Invertebrates)

+ Central Research Laboratories
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Modernization / Newly Designed Exhibits

= Dinosaur Hall: October 2011

Entrance Hall: November 2011

= Shop: November 2011

= (Café: September 2012

= Meteorite Hall: November 2012

= Anthropology: January 2013

= Planetarium: October 2014

= Prehistory Halls September 2015

= Pathological-anatomical collection - 2018




The NHM Vienna Meteorite collection

One of the world’s largest meteorite collection
~ 8,500 pieces ("7,000 registered individual specimens)
~ 2,400 locations

Oldest collection in the world !

[ Collection activities started in Vienna (1778) even before the recognition of
meteorites as extraterrestrial matter]

The Hall 5 of the Natural History Museum contains the largest meteorite display
in the world. Currently, after a thorough renovation and modernization of the hall
(in 2012), there are 1,100 meteorites on display (including 650 different
meteorites, consisting of 300 falls and 350 finds).




ASTEROI.D DAY

30 JUNE

Willkommen beim Asteroiden Tag Osterreich Ot s alaten Aateiahden T 200t
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Video in English

Chnstan Koeber Astarsia wn.»'n



steroidday.ora
asterowdday.ort

ABOUT DISCOVERY 3 RESOURCES EDUCATION VIDEO NEWSROOM CONTACY

Meet the Expert Panel

The Astercid Day Expert Panel is chaired by Physicist Dr. Mark Boslough (left) and consists of 16
wor id-class asteroid experts. They oversee the sclentific information Asteroid Day s publicising to

guarantee acouracy. They are always hapoy to answer any asterold related questions you may have

View the Expert Paned ° Ask a Question °




The Digital Planetarium at the NHM Vienna — Digistar 6 Fulldome projection, 61 seats



Many current
and past
special
exhibitions
related to
space topics
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Euope at night from space —ca. 1000 AD
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Euope at night from space — 1992 - 2010
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ABOUT OURWORK LUGHT POLLUTION LIGHTING GETINVOLVED WAYSTOGIVE RESOURCES BLOG CONTACT

Shown before many planetarium

“Losing the Dark’ shows at the NHM

Losing the Dark - Flat Screen Version

“Losing the Dark™ — a short planetarium show and video on light pollution.
Available as a FREE download in 15 different lanauaaes!






First n1ght ﬂlght of Vienna to measure light
* % ‘direction and amount
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Light pollution is a problem for astronomers, animals, plants, humans

* There are now generations of people that have no link to the natural sky
anymore.

* “Less light” is often ridiculed by people, including some from the press, as
affecting only nerdy amateur astronomers, whereas security and safety are
(wrongly) assumed to improve with better nighttime illumination.

* Better arguments in this respect involve the negative effects of light
pollution on the biosphere, from insects to birds, and the possible influence
of certain light sources on human cancer rates.

* The NHM has led a helicopter-based study of the actual light emission from
Vienna at various angles towards the sky, making it one of the first such
studies.

* We are collaborating with a variety of groups, ranging from amateur
astronomers to BirdLife to the Austrian UNESCO Commission, among
others,

* Several programs to educate the public, ranging from planetarium shows to
outreach activities and scientific studies
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