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Chapter | 7. Report of the Legal Subcommittee on the work
Introduction of its thirty-seventh session (A/AC.105/698).

8.  Spin-off benefits of space technology: review of
1. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space current status.
held its forty-first session at the United Nations Office at 9.  Other matters.
Vienna from 3 to 12 June 1998. The officers of the Committee

were as follows: 10. Report of the Committee to the General

Assembly.
Chairman U. R. Rao (India)
Vice-Chairman Raimundo Gonzalez (Chile) Membership and attendance
Second Vice-Chairman/Rapportetr 5.  Inaccordance with General Assembly resolutibi@1

The verbatim unedited transcripts of the meetings of t B (XVI) of 20 December1961, 3182 (XXMI]) of 18
Committee are contained in documents COPUOS/T.443|_§c§aCember 1973, 32/196 B of 20ebembel 977, 35/16 of
455, N_o_vember 1980 and 49/33 of 9eDember_1994 and
decision 45/315 of 11 Decemb®®90, the Committee on the
. - . Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was composed of the following

Meetings of subsidiary bodies Member States: Albania, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
2. The Scientific and Technical Subcommittee had heBelgium, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon,
its thirty-fifth session at the United Nations Office at Vienn&anada, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Czech Republic,
from 9 to 20 February 1998nder the chairmanship of Ecuador, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India,
Dietrich Rex (Germany). The report of the Subcommittee wasdonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Italy, Japan,
issued as document A/AC.105/695 and Corr.1. Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexicaridolia,

3. The Legal Subcommittee had held its thirty-sevenMorOCCO’ Netherlands, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan,
) e : :
session at the United Nations Office at Vienna from 23 to 3164 I?h|I|pp|nes, Polgnd, Portugal, Romamg, Ru53|§m
March 1998under the chairmanship of Véaclav MikulkaFederat'On’ Senegal,_ Sierra Leone, ,SOUth Alrica, Spam,
(Czech Republic). The report of the Subcommittee was issu%Hdan’ Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey, Ukraine,

as document AJAC.105/698. The verbatim unediteHnitEd Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
transcripts of the meetings of the Subcommittee are containedited States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam and

in documents COPUOS/Legal/T.605 to 612. Yugoslavia.
6. Atits 443rd, 444th, 447th and 454th meetings, the
Adoption of the agenda Committee decided to invite, at their request, the

4. At its opening meeting, the Committee adopted t r _presentatives of Algeria, Apgola, Aze,rbaijan, B(_)Iivia, Costa
following agenda: ica, Cuba, the Democratic People’s Repub!lc of Korea,
Finland, Guatemala, the Holy See, the Libyan Arab

1. Adoption of the agenda (including election of thgamabhiriya, Paraguay, the Republic of Korea, Slovakia,
Rapporteur). Thailand, Tunisia, together with the League of Arab States,
Statement by the Chairman. to attend its forty-first session and to address it, as

appropriate, on the understanding that it would be without

General exchange of views. prejudice to further requests of that nature and that it would
Ways and means of maintaining outer space foot involve any decision of the Conittee concerning status.
peaceful purposes. 7. Representatives of the United Nations Educational,

5. Preparations for the Third United NationsScientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Us&4eteorological Organization (WMO) and the International
of Outer Space (UNISPACE Ill) by the Telecommunication Union (ITU) also attended the session.

Preparatory Committee for UNISPACE lll. ¢ Representatives of the European Space Agency (ESA),
6. Report of the Scientific and Technicalthe International Academy of Astronautics (IAA), the
Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-fifth International Astronautical Federation (IAF), the International
session (A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1). Law Association (ILA), the International Mobile Satellite
Organization (Inmarsat), the International Society for
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Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS), the Caribbean States), China, the Czech Republic, Ecuador,
International Space University (ISU) and the International France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, the
Telecommunications Satellite Organization (INTELSAT) also Islamic Republic of Iran, Italy, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico,
attended the session. Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Republic of Korea, Romania,
g}e Russian Federation, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Ukraine and

9. Alistofdelegations and representatives attending t X i -
e United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

session is contained in document A/AC.105/XLI/INF/1. Th
States members of the Committee attending the session were: 14. A#8nd meeting, the Director of the Office for
Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Outer Space Affairs of the Secretariat made a statement
China, Colombia, Czech Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, reviewing the work of the Office during the previous year and
Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic  the documentation before the Committee.

Rep‘ﬂb"c of), Irag, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Il_ebanop, MalaysqS_ Statements were also made by the representatives of
Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, Per%SA, IAA, ILA, Inmarsat and INTELSAT, as well as the
PhiIippine;, Polaqd, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federa_ti@xpert on Space Applications of the Office for Outer Space
S,OUth Alrica, Spain, _Slfdan’ Sweden, Turkey, Ukra.une, Unit airs. The Committee also heard special presentations by
ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Irgland, United State[%e representative of the American Institute of Aeronautics
of America, Uruguay, Venezuela and Viet Nam. and Astronautics, on the space exhibition for UNISPACE Il
. at its 448th meeting, on 8 June 1998; by the representative
Proceedings of the Russian Federation, on contamination of the space
Bureau of the Committee surrounding Earth by artificial and natural debris, at 44&th
. . . meeting, on 9 June 1998; by the representative of ISU on
10. The Committee, informed that. Mouslim Kgbba repargtions for the youth foyrum at FL)JNISPACE I, at the
(Morocco) was unable to complete his term of office a 50th meeting, on 9 Jurk998: and by the Indian Space

Second Vice-Chairman/Rapporteur of the Commltteﬁesearch Organization (ISRO), as the current chair of the

:ﬁgﬁ:?g;gﬁtht:%g%;g:zw Jﬁgiﬁi‘iﬁ;&%g&? évlorwﬂihCommittee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS), on the
X 8tivities of CEOS, at thé53rd meeting, on 11 June 1998.

was endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 52/8
of 10 Decembefl 997, provided that when any officer couldl6. After considering the various items before it, the
not complete a term, the regional group holding the offic€ommittee, at its 455th meeting, on 12 June 1998, adopted
concerned should nominate a candidate to be elected atitise report to the General Assembly containing the
beginning of the session that immediately followed theecommendations and decisions set out below.

termination of that officer’s tenure.

11. The Committee noted that the African Group WouletJ,'apter Il

need to nominate a candidate to replace Mouslim Kabbaj an . ..
that because of the short time between the notification and the Recommendations and decisions

beginning of the current session, the African Group had not S
had sufficient time to consult among its members to producéd. Ways and means of maintaining outer

a consensus candidate. The Committee agreed to proceed with  space for peaceful purposes (agenda

its work while including in its agenda the item “Election of item 4)
the Rapporteur” and to take up that agenda item when the
African Group had concluded its consultations. 17. Inaccordance with General Assembly resolution 52/56,

12. The Committee was informed by the Chairman of thgaragraph 32, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
African Group that the Group required further consultationSpace continued its consideration, as a matter of priority, of
on the matter of nominating a candidate from the Group favays and means of maintaining outer space for peaceful

the office of Rapporteur of the Committee. purposes, taking into account the views expressed at its
fortieth session and at the fifty-second session of the General
Statements Assembly.

13. Atits 443rd to 445th meetings, the Coiittee held a 18. The Committee was of the view that the request of the
general exchange of views, in the course of which statemefagneral Assembly, in its resolution 52/56, to the Committee
were made by the representatives of Argentina, BraziP continue to consider that item as a matter of priority and
Canada, Chile (on behalf of the Group of Latin American ari@ report thereon to the Assembly at its fifty-third session

2
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showed the concern felt by the international community and  uses of outer space and questions relating to the disarmament
the need to promote international cooperation in the peaceful  of outer space were overlapping.

Uses OT outer space, taking |.nto account .the negds . The view was expressed that one of the ways to promote
developing countries. The Committee, through its work in ﬂ}ﬂe D

e . ) ; eaceful uses of outer space was for more countries to
scientific, technical and legal fields, had an important roleef

lavi 1a that out intained f a‘rticipate in the exploration of outer space and to utilize the
play in ensuring that outer space was maintained 1or peacqid, ofis gerived from those activities, and that to attain that
purposes. It was the firm belief of the members of th

C ttee that t efforts should b tinued that jective, creation of an indigenous capacity of Member
omrmittee that current etiorts snou'd be continued that wo ates, especially in the developing countries, should be
strengthen the role of the Committee in maintaining outer . L
. nsidered a priority.
space for peaceful purposes. The Committee hag
responsibilities relating to the strengthening of the

international basis for the peaceful exploration and uses o Preparations for the Third United Nations
outer space, which could cover, among other matters, further Conference on the Exploration and

development of international space law, including, as Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE

appropriate, the preparation of international agreements .
governing various practical peaceful applications of space IIl) by the Preparatory Committee for

science and technology. Strengthening international UNISPACE I
cooperation in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space
also implied the need for the Committee itself to improve, ~ Background

whenever necessary, the methods and forms of its work. 23, The Committee, in its role as Preparatory Committee

19. Some delegations expressed the view that tiy UNISPACE lll, noted that the General Assembly, in its
Committee bould contribute to maintaining outer space foresolution 52/56, paragraph 23, had agreed that the Third
peaceful purposes by strengthening the scientific atdnited Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful
technical content of its work and by promoting broader arldses of Outer Space (UNISPACE Il1) should be convened
deeper international and regional cooperation between afithe United Nations Office at Vienna from 19 to 30 July
countries in outer space adties. One delegation was of the1999 as a special session of the Coittee on the Peaceful
view that some of those cooperative activities should pases of Outer Space, open to all States Members of the
particular attention to natural disaster management, the id@ited Nations. In paragraph 24 of the same resolution, the
of satellite technology for global search-and-rescue iy Assembly had requested the Preparatory and Advisory

and medical and biological applications of space techn0|oé§pmmittees and the executive Secretariat to carry out their

. . tasks in rdance with the recommendations m th
20. Theview was expressed that the Committee had befﬁ s in accordance e recommendations made by the

. : . ..~ Preparatory Committee at il997 session, as contained in
created exclusively to address international cooperation in the . .
. . he report of the Committee on that sesgion and to report to
peaceful uses of outer space and that the First Citt@enof the General Assembly at its fiftv-third session
the General Assembly and the Conference on Disarmamen? y 4 ' _

were the competent multilateral bodies for dealing witd4. Inaccordance with General Assembly resolution 52/56,
disarmament. That delegation also expressed the view tRatagraph 17, the SCIer_mflc and Technical Subcommittee had
agenda item 4 had produced measurable results in figgonvened the Working Group of the Whole, under the
Committee and its subsidiary bodies, namely, thehairmanship of Muhammad Nasim Shah (Pakistan), to assist
establishment in the Scientific and Technical Subcommittéee Advisory Committee in giving full consideration to the
of the Working Group of the Whole to Evaluate thdasks entrusted to it by the General Assembly.

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Second  The Working Group of the Whole had before it a
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peacefiicument prepared by the Secretariat (A/AC.105/C.1/L.218)
Uses of Outer Space, the addition of new items to the agendstaining elements to be considered for inclusion in the full
of that Subcommittee, the impetus for completing negotiatioggft report of UNISPACE 1l and a report by the Secretariat
on the Principles Relating to Remote Sensing of the Eargy organizational matters relating to the holding of
from Outer Space, and the addn of the agenda item of the yN|SPACE Il (A/AC.105/685 and Corr.1). The Working
Committee concerning spin-off benefits of space exploratiogoup also had before it a note by the Secretariat concerning
21. The view was expressed that the Committee shodlte participation of observers in the Conference
complement and contribute to the work being done in tH{é&/AC.105/C.1/1998/CRP.6).

Conference on Disarmament, considering that the peaceful
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26. Concerning the preparation of the draft report of Preparation of the draft report of
UNISPACE Ill, the Working Group of the Whole had UNISPACE llI

conducted a section-by-section consideration of the t
contained in document A/AC.105/C.1/L.218 and provide

detailed comments concerning the structure and content of &he first full draft report. The Working Group also had
text. The Working Group had noted that the Secretariat wo %fore it a working paper entitled “European position paper

prepare th_e first full draft report of the _Conferepce fan the draft report of UNISPACE III” (AJCONESA4/PCIL.2),

cons_lder_lrflr'ilosvbyk.theGPrepira;orly Con:jmlttee at]19§)d8 i which had been submitted by the United Kingdom of Great
session. The Yvorking Loroup had aiso made recommendaligfifain ang Northern Ireland on its own behalf and on that of
concerning the organization of UNISPACE llI, including th he following other ESA member States and States having
establishment of main committees and the composition of t operation agreements with ESA: Austria, Belgium, Czech

.blt”ea'“,l.' coInS|der§1t|otr1 of ag;ndda |f[ems,| partf|C|pat|0dn ﬂepublic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
international organizations and industry, rules of procedur, ungary, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,

space exhlbltlon,_ public _evening Iectures. and regmngPrtugaL Romania, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland.
preparatory meetings, which were reflected in the report o

the Working Group to the Subcommittee (A/AD5/697 and 32. Atits first meeting, the Working Group of the Whole
Corr.1, annex Il). decided to prepare an executive summary of the report and

27 The Advi . had d that th to revise the text of “The Space Millennium: Vienna
' e Advisory Committee had noted that the report o .5 ation on Space and Human Development” document

the Working Group of the Whole provided the basis for Fh A/CONF.184/PC/L.1, sect.V). In thatoanection, the
Preparatory Committee to carry out the task entrusted to it brking Group agreed to establish a drafting group to
the Gen.eraI.Assemny(A/AC.105/697 a”?' Corr.1, para. 5 repare texts of the executive summary and the Vienna
The Scientific and Technical Subcommittee recommend claration. The drafting group was chaired by Iffat Imran

Fhat the Working Gro“F’ ofthe Whole shoulc_j be reconve_n%iardezi (Pakistan), with the assistance of Stéphane Lessard
in 1999 in order to continue to assist the Advisory Comm'tte&:anada) to coordinate the work of the group
in its preparatory work for UNISPACE lII. '

. The Working Group of the Whole had before it a note
the Secretariat (A/CONF.184/PC/L.1) containing the text

33. The Working Group of the Whole conducted a detailed
Decisions by the Preparatory Committee consideration of the text . contained in document
) . . A/CONF.184/PC/L.1 and provided a number of comments
28. The Preparatory Committee, having considered tfgncerning the structure of the report and the content of the
recommendations made by the Advisory Committee, endorsgg; The working Group agreed that on the basis of those
the recommendations of the Working Group of the Whole @f,mments and other observations to be made, the Secretariat

the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee as containeddp, |4 revise the text and prepare the second full draft report

its report to the Subcommittee (A/ATD5/697 and Corr.1, i, time for the 1999 session of the Advisory Coiitiee, in

annex Il, paras. 13-43). The Corittee agreed that the report . qar 1o finalize the text of the draft report.

of the Working Group provided the basis for the Preparator . ) ]

Committee to carry out the task entrusted to it by the Genersff- At the third meeting of the Working Group of the

Assembly in paragraph 24 of its resolution 52/56. Whole, the Chairman of the drafting group introduced the
texts of the executive summary and Vienna Declaration

29. The Committee decided to establish a Working Group ,coNF.184/PC/CRP.4 and 7). The Working Group
of the Whole, under the chairmanship of Ulrike Butscheg,nsigered the texts and provided detailed comments and the
(Austria), to assist the Committee in carrying out the tas‘fﬁafting group prepared a revised text of the Vienna

entrusted to it by the General Assembly. The Commitig§ec|aration (A/CONF.184/PC/CRP.7/Rev.1) on the basis of
requested the Working Group to give full consideration t,o comments made in the Working Group.
those tasks relating to the preparation of the draft report of

UNISPACE Il and the provisional rules of procedure. 3. The Working Group of the Whole noted that the
executive secretariat would circulate to the Member States,

30. ~ The Working Group of the Whole held seven meetingg; the end of September 1998, the draft report and the Vienna
At the 454th meeting, the Chairman of the Working Groupgaration as revised by the Working Group along with the
of the Whole reported to the Committee on the Workyeqqtive summary, to be revised on the basis of comments
conducted by the Working Group. The Committee agreed Wifficejved from Member States. It further noted that the

the recommendations made by the Working Group @Secutive secretariat would provide a compilation of the
contained in paragraphs 31 to 37 below. recommendations from regional preparatory conferences for
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UNISPACE IIl and other comments to be received from Other matters
Member States for consideration by the Advisory Committeﬁﬂ_. The

at its 1999 session, for inclusion in the draft report, thleecommend
executive summary and the Vienna Declaration.

Preparatory Committee endorsed the
ation of the Legal Subcommittee concerning its
contributions to UNISPACE Il (see paras. 158 and 159

below).
Rules of procedure _ . . .
42. The Preparatory Committee noted with satisfaction that,

36. The Working Group of the Whole had before it draffjthin the framework of the United Nations Programme on
provisional rules of procedures for UNISPACE llignace applications and with the co-sponsorship of ESA, the
(A/CONF.184/PC/L.3). The Working Group also had beforgygional preparatory conference for UNISPACE il for Asia
it a proposal by Greece (A/CONIB4/PC/CRP.6) concerning yng the Pacific had been successfully held at Kuala Lumpur
those draft provisional rules of procedure. The Working,m 18 to 22 May 1998. The Comittee also noted that
Group considered those documents and made detailgdional preparatory conferences for UNISPACE 11l would
comments. also be held in Chile from 12 to 16 October 1998, in Morocco
37. The Working Group of the Whole agreed on the text #fom 26 to 30 October 1998 and in Romania, from 25 to 29
the provisional rules of procedure for UNISPACE llI, aslanuary 1999.

amended by the Working Group, which is contained ig3  The preparatory Committee also noted with satisfaction

A/CONF.184/PC/CRP.8 (see the annex to the present repoff)at the Office for Outer Space Affairs had prepared

The Working Group recommended that the provisional ru'%sackground papers (A/CONFB4/BP/1-12), covering the

of procedure should be submitted to the General Assembly;c< inciuded in the provisional agenda for UNISPACE I,

atits fifty-third session for its endorsement. and expressed its appreciation to those space agencies,

o international organizations, space-related institutions and

Organization of UNISPACE IlI experts who had contributed information or reviewed those

38. The Preparatory Committee had before it conferenB@pers.

room papers prepared by the Secretariat concerning e  The Preparatory Committee noted that, following its
organizations and industries to be invited to UNISPACE Il rrent session, the secretariat would send invitations and

(A/CONF.184/PC/CRP.1) and the organization of thgformation relating to UNISPACE Il to Member States,
Technical Forum (A/CONF.184/PC/CRP.2). including information on the space exhibition.

39. The Committee agreed that international organizations

listed in document A/CONF.184/PC/CRPHosIld be invited, . .
through the executive secretariat, to participate inC' Report of t_he Scientific and Te_Chn'?al
UNISPACE lIl. The Committee also agreed thaasp-related Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-
industries and national organizations should be invited fifth session (agenda item 6)

through their respective Governments to participate in

UNISPACE Il and that Member States should transmit to the 1. Report of the Scientific and Technical
executive secretariat lists of industries and organizations that Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-fifth
they had invited to participate in UNISPACE llI. session

40. The Preparatory Committee agreed that the Adviso4$. The Committee took note with appreciation of the report
Committee, at its 1999 sessiomaild reach agreement onof the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on the work of
the distribution of the remaining posts for the Conference aiitd thirty-fith session (A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1), covering
the allocation of agenda items of the Conference betwethe results of its deliberations on the items assigned to it by
committees | and Il as well as determine substantive agentia@ General Assembly in resolution 52/56.

items to be considered by workshops and seminars to be

organized within the framework of the Technical Forum. In

that connection, the Preparatory Committee requested the

executive secretariat to submit proposals to assist the

Advisory Committee in considering those matters.
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2. Implementation of the recommendations of the (b) United Nations Programme on Space
Second United Nations Conference on the Applications
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 48. Atthe outset of the deliberations of the Committee on
(a) Working Group of the Whole to Evaluate the the item, the Expert on Space Applications reviewed the
Implementation of the Recommendations of the  activities carried out and planned under the United Nations
Second United Nations Conference on the Programme on Space Applications during the period

Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 1997-1999. The Comittee expressed its appreciation to the
46. The Committee noted with satisfaction that if<Pert for the effective manner in which he had implemented

accordance with General Assembly resolution 52/561]e Programme within the limited funds at his disposal.

paragraph 17, the Subcommittee had reconvened, under the 49. The Committee took note of the activities of the
chairmanship of Muhammad Nasim Shah (Pakistan), the Programme as set out in the report of the Scientific and
Working Group of the Whole to Evaluate the Implementation Technical Subcommittee (A0AB97 and Corr.1, paras.

of the Recommendations of the Second United Nations 24-32). It was pleased to note that further progress was being
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer made in the implementation of activities of the Programme
Space (UNISPACE 82) to conclude its evaluation of the planned for 1998.

implementation of the recommendations of the Second

Conference. () United Nations workshops, training courses and

47. The Committee noted that the Working Group of the ~ Séminars

Whole had refined or interpreted several recommendatioBg. With regard to the United Nations workshops, training
of UNISPACE 82, making them more specific to facilitateourses and seminars for 1998, the Cdttee expressed its
their implementation. As a result, good progress had begppreciation to the following:

achieved, notably in the following areas: (a) The Government of Austria for co-sponsoring the

(a) Arrangement of a fellowship programme for th&Jnited Nations Seminar on the Age of Space
organization of in-depth training courses and workshops IQommercialization: Evolving Role of Governments and
the Office for Outer Space Affairs on advanced applicationsdustries in Enhancing International Cooperation in Space
of space science and technology; Activities, hosted by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Foreign

(b) Enhancement in international and regionﬁﬁair_s and the province of Tyrol and held at Alpbach,
cooperation in the light of the continued development diustria, from 29 January to 1 February 1998;
worldwide space activities; (b) The Centre for Space Science and Technology

(c) Preparation of a series of technical studies relatirfggcation in Asia and the Pacific for co-sponsoring the
to specific areas of space science, space technology and thijfted Nations/Centre for Space Science and Technology
applications, having in view the relevance of those studies gslucation in Asia and the Pacific Workshop on Emerging

the international space activities as well as the needs gends in  Satellite - Meteorology: = Technology and
developing countries; Applications, held at Ahmedabad, India, from 9 to 12 March

1
(d) Promotion of a greater exchange of actual

experiences and cooperation in space science and technolchgy; (c) ~ The International Society for Photogrammetry and
emote Sensing (ISPRS) for co-sponsoring and supporting,

_(e) Establishment of regional centres for spac, the basis of a cooperative agreement entered into by the
science and technology education in each economic regi@sfice for Outer Space Affairs and ISPRS, the Second United
in order to stimulate the growth of indigenous nuclei and aQations International Conference on Spin-off Benefits of
autonomous technological base in space technology dpace Technology, held at Tampa, Florida, United States,
developing countries; from 30 March to 3 April 1998;

()  Efforts to arrange for appropriate allocations from 4y The Government of Malaysia for organizing and
the_Unlted l\_la‘uons budget for the expanded_act!vmes of ”h%sting, and ESA for co-sponsoring, the United Nations Asia-
United Nations Programme on Space Applications and @i ific regional preparatory conference for UNISPACE I,

requesting Member States to support the Programme throygyq at kuala Lumpur from 18 to 22 May 1998:

voluntary contributions, both in cash and in kind. )
(e) The Government of Sweden for co-sponsoring the

Eighth United Nations International Training Course on
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Remote Sensing Education for Educators, held at Stockholm (b) Ninth United Nations/Sweden International
and Kiruna, Sweden, from 4 May to 12 June 1998; Training Course on Remote Sensing Education for Educators,

()  The Government of Austria, the province of Styria{0 be held at Stockholm;
and the city of Graz for co-sponsoring the United (c) Third United Nations International Conference
Nations/European Space Agency Symposium on Economic on Spin-off Benefits of Space Technology: Challenges and
Benefits of Using Space Technology Applications in Opportunities;

Developing Countries, being organized with ESA, to be held (d) United Nations/European Space Agency

at Graz, Austria, from 7 to 10 September 1998; Workshop on Basic Space Science: World Space
(g) The Spanish Mission Control Centre of the Observatory;

Government of Spain for hosting and, with ESA, co- (e) United Nations/Austria symposium on the use of

sponsoring the United Nations Workshop on SpacS technol for devel t to be held at G
Technology for Emergency Aid/Search and Rescueliate jﬁfﬁa.ec nology for deveiopment, fo be held at raz,

Aided Tracking System for Ships in Distress, to be held at

Maspalomas, Canary Islands, Spain, from 23 to 25 September () United  Nations/International ~Astronautical
1998: Federation Workshop on Information in Support of

i Sustainable Management, to be held in the Netherlands;
(h) The Government of Australia and IAF for co-

sponsoring the United Nations/International Astronautical ~ (9)  United Nations Third Seminar on Space Futures

Federation Workshop on Expanding the User Community 8fid Human Security, to be held in the province of Tyrol,

Space Technology in Developing Countries, to be held A#stria;

Melbourne, Australia, from 24 to 27 September 1998; (h)  United Nations/China workshop on applications
() The Government of Chile for organizing andof space technology in sustainable agricultural development.

hosting, and ESA for co-sponsoring, the United Nations Latsp.  The Committee noted with appreciation the financial
American and Caribbean regional preparatory conference fntributions of $25,000 from the Government of Austria and
UNISPACE III, to be held at Concepcion, Chile, from 12 t@105,000 from ESA in support of tHE998 actiities of the
16 October 1998; Programme; $25,000 from Spectrum Astro Inc. (United
() The Government of Sweden for co-sponsoring thatates), $5,000 from Lockheed Martin Corporation (United
Workshop on the Evaluation of the United Nations/Swedisptates) and $2,500 from Federal Laboratories Consortium
International Development Agency International TraininfUnited States) in support of the Second United Nations
Course Series on Remote Sensing Education for Educatdfgernational Conference on Spin-off Benefits of Space

to be held at Gaborone, Botswana, from 18 to 21 Octob&gchnology, held at Tampa, Florida, United States, from 30
1998: March to 3 April 1998; and $15,000 from IAF for the United

KN The G M ‘ . cgations/lnternational Astronautical Federation Workshop on
(k) e Government of Morocco for organizing an xpanding the User Community of Space Technology in

ho_sting, and _ESA for co-gponsoring, the United I\Iatiorﬁeveloping Countries, to be held at Melbourne, Australia,
African and Middle East regional preparatory conference f(ﬁrom 24 to 27 September 1998. The Coittere noted that

i)é\lglgPACE lll, to be held at Rabat from 26 to 30 OCtObeBther Member States were planning to make contributions.

53.
51. The Committee endorsed the programme of Unit% ho
Nations workshops, training courses and seminars proposg speakers in the activities of the United Nations

for 1999, as otined by the Expert on Space Applications ir]Drogramme on Space Applications. It also noted the financial

his report (A/AC.105/693 a’_“’! _Corr.l and Add.1, para. 30}y, gther assistance that had been or would be provided to
and recommended those activities for approval by the Gen Programme by: Department of Economic and Social
Assembly. The Committee noted the plans for the followinﬂffairs of the éecretariat World Meteorological

gctivities_, which, to the extent possible, should dissemmaﬁ?rganization, Austrian Space Agency, Centre National
information on UNISPACE III: d’'Etudes Spatiales (CNES), Committee on Space Research
(a) United Nations regional preparatory conference (COSPAR), European Commission, ESA/European Space
for UNISPACE llI, to be held in Romania from 25 to 29 Research Institute (ESRIN), European Organization for the
January 1999; Exploitation of Meteorological Skties (EUMETSAT), IAF,
International Search and Rescue Satellite System (COSPAS-

The Committee noted with appreciation the provision,
st countries and other ttires, of experts as instructors
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SARSAT), International Society for Photogrammetry and held at Frascati, Italy, in 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1997; and
Remote Sensing (ISPRS), Lockheed Martin Corporation, with ESA on follow-up activities relating to the series of
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) of United Nations/ESA workshops on basic space science.
the United States and National Space Development Agency

(NASDA) of Japan. The Committee further noted with(iv) Regional centres for space science and technology
appreciation that for the following activities organized in education

1997 and 1998 in Austria, the Government of Austria ha,;gl8 . . .
. . The Committee welcomed the information on the
contributed $140,000 and the state and lagaternments . . .
establishment of the regional centres for space science and

mvollved had contributed $42,000: th.e .Un|.ted' Natlo.nfechnologyeducation, as reflected in the report of the Expert
Seminar on the Age of Space Commercialization: Evolvm(glr_l Space Applications (A/AC.105/693 and Corr.1 and Add.1
role of Governments and Industries in Enhanci ' ' o

n o
International Cooperation in Space Activities, held a&aras: 8 .12) and |nV|.ted Member S'tates'armicaaprelated
) . : Qrganizations to provide voluntary financial resources and
Alpbach; and the United Nations/European Space Agenc S o
; ) . . other contributions in kind to support that effort.
Symposium on Economic Benefits of Using Space

Technology Applications in Developing Countries, held &9. The Committee recalled that the General Assembly, in

Graz. paragraph 30 of its resolution 50/27, had endorsed the
recommendation made by the Committee at its thirty-eighth
(i) Long-range fellowships for in-depth training sessioh that those centres be established on the basis of

h . . . faffiliation to the United Nations as early as possible, as such
54.  The Committee expressed its appreciation to ESA fgiation would provide the centres with the necessary

offering fellowships through the United Nations in the perio?jecognition and would strengthen the possibilities of their

1997_199,8 and for renewing its offering of the feI|0W‘°’hipgittracting donors and of establishiagademic relationships
for the period 1998-1999. with national and international space-related institutions.

55.  The Committee also expressed its appreciation to tgﬁ. The Committee recommended that the United Nations,

Governme_nt ofChina_for providing two long-term 1‘e||0wship:ihrough the Office for Outer Space Affairhauld continue
to developing countries far998-1999 on photogrammetry,, provide all necessary support, within the limits of its

and _rem_ote sensing,_ geode_sy and cartography, aseﬁsting resources, to the centres.

contribution to the United Nations Programme on Space . . )
Applications and to the implementation of theédl. With regard to the regional Centre for Space Science
recommendations of UNISPACE 82. and Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific,

inaugurated in India in Novemb&©95, the Committee noted
that participation in the Governing Board of the Centre and
_ _ inits activities was open to Member States in the region and
56. The Committee noted that the Programme had providgg; in due course and upon approval by its Governing Board,
and would provide technical advisory services 10 thge Centre would grow into a network of nodes enabling it to
Government of Uruguay, in following up, g&o tempore {1y ytilize the resources and potential of the region. The
secretariat, the recommendations of the Third Spaggmmittee noted with satisfaction that five nine-month
Conference of the Americas. education programmes of the Centre had focused on remote
57. The Committee also noted that the Programme wa@nsing and geographic information systems (GIS), satellite
collaborating with several African countries on th€ommunications, satellite meteorology and global climate,
implementation of a satellite-based cooperative informatigind space science.

network linking scientists, educators, professionals aRd  The Committee agreed with the recommendation of the
decision makers in Africa (COPINE), in order to address thegjentific and Technical Subcommittee that Member States
urgent need to establish an efficient communications netwogkncerned in Asia and the Pacific undertake further
among African and European professionals and scientists.ghsyltations, with the assistance of the Office for Outer
the national, continental and intercontinental levels; with t|“§pace Affairs, with a view to making the Centre grow into a

Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Unitedatwork of nodes.

Nations Secretariat and ESA on follow-up activities related ] ) ) )
to the recommendations of the training courses The Committee noted with satisfaction that the

applications of the European remote sensing satellite dat#@€ement establishing the regional Centre for Space Science
natural resources, renewable energy and the environméHtd Technology Education in Latin America and the

(iii) Technical advisory services
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Caribbean had been ratified by the Senate of Mexico in April  Programme on Space Applications: selected papers on space
1997 and by the Bralzan Congress in Decembd997. science education, remote sensing and smalllitege

64. The Committee noted with satisfaction that the CentFé/'T(Cr']105/690)' _cqntaining papfe[]s from t_h_e_ sefmri]nars,
for Space Science and Technology Education for EnglisW—Or_ shops "’_md training courses of the 1997 alt_’“_o t .e
speaking African Countries would be ingurated in Nigeria United Nations Programme on Space Applications; and

in July 1998 and that the Centre for Space Science a‘H—éighIights In space: progress in space science, technology
Technology Education for French-speaking Africanu@tries

and applications, international cooperation and space law”
would be inaugurated in Morocco in OctohE998. (A/AC.105/691 and Corr.1), based omraal reports

prepared by COSPAR and IAF, as well as input submitted to

65. The Committee noted that discussions were in progrefg  Scientific and Technical Subcommittee by the
with Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the Syrian Arab Republic QRternational Institute of Space Law.

the establishment of a regional centre in western Asia, _ ) ) )
Another Member State made a statement in which it offer&®- The Committee noted with satisfaction the steps taken

its participation in facilitating the establishment of this centr(_,p.y the _thce for Out_er Spac_:e Affalrs_ to augment its
international space information service through the

66. The Committee noted that discussions betweggyelopment of a database capability and a home page on the
Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia afiffernet (http://www.un.or.at/OOSA/index.html), through
Turkey had led to the establishment of a network of spagghich a wide range of information regarding the space-related
science and technology education and research instititioggtivities of the United Nations, particularly those of the
for states of central, eastern and south-eastern Europe and ghgtmittee and the United Nations Programme on Space
the activities of the network would be in harmony with the\pplications, could be accessed. The view was expressed that

relevant work of existing institutions in Europe and would bghe home page should contain all the officiatgmages of the
open to international cooperation. The Committee noted thahited Nations.

those member States had agreed to work with the Office for
Oute_r Space Affairs to under.take a study on the tech.nica(ld) Coordination of space activities within the
requirements, design, operation mechanism and funding of
the network, and that participating countries had decided that
an evaluation mission for this purpose should be undertaken o o
before the end of 1998. The Corittee noted that the 70- Withregard to the coordination of outer space activities
National Centre of Space Research and Education would'§hin the United Nations system and inter-agency
inaugurated in Januaf®99 in Bucharest as an element of th§0Peration, the Committee noted that the General Assembly,
network and that a Web page (http:/Avww.mam.gov.tr/spacs) Paragraph 20 of resolution 52/56, had invited all
and several issues of an electronic newsletter had bdapvernments within the organizations of the United Nations
prepared by Turkey after the February 1997 meeting of tﬁé‘Stem and other intergovernmental organizations working
Group. The Committee noted as well that Italy would suppoft the field of outer space or on space-related matters to take
the initiative to establish the network of space science afffective action for the implementation of the
technology education and research institutions. recommendations of UNISPACE 82.
71. The Committee also noted with appreciation that the
(v) Promotion of greater cooperation in space scienceScientific and Technical Subcommittee, at its thirty-fifth
and technology session, had continued to stress the necessity of ensuring

67. Regarding the promotion of greater cooperation ﬁ,pntinuous and effective consultations and coordination in the
space science and technology, the Committee noted Wﬁlﬂd of outer space activities among organizations within the
satisfaction that the United Nations Programme on Spat@ited Nations system and the avoidance of duplication of
Applications continued to co-sponsor symposia arfftivities (A/AC105/697 and Corr.l, para. 37). The

workshops in conjunction with COSPAR, IAF and ispr&OmMmittee noted with satisfaction that the nineteenth Inter-
meetings ’ Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities had been held at

Vienna from 2 to 3 June 1998 (A/AC.105/701) and that a
report on the coordination of outer space activities within the
United Nations system had been submitted to the Committee
68. With regard to the international space informatiopa/AC.105/700). The Comitiee also noted that the need for
service, the Committee noted with satisfaction the publicatigididing in 1999 the twentieth Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer
of the ninth volume of “Seminars of the United NationSpace Activities prior to UNISPACE Ill to consider

United Nations system and inter-agency
cooperation

(c) International space information service
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additional contributions of the United Nations system of secretariat, currently being provided by Uruguay, was
organizations to the Conference would be determined at a implementing several of the activities included in the plan of
later date and that the exact date of the session to be heldin action adopted by the Third Space Conference of the
2000 would be determined after UNISPAQE Americas, including the holding of seminars for dissemination

72. The Committee noted with appreciation thaqflnformatmnandtheestabllshmentofanInternetWebS|te.

representatives of United Nations bodies, the specialized 76. The Committee noted that an agreement has been
agencies and other international organizations had reached between the National Space Agency of Ukraine and
participated in all stages of its work. The Committee found the Russian Space Agency on joint activities in establishing
that the reports submitted by those bodies had helped to an international space research centre on the basis of the
enable it and its subsidiary bodies to fulfil their role as a focal National Centre for Control and Testing of Outer Space
point for international cooperation in space, especially with Means at Yevpatoria, Ukraine.

respect to the practical applications of space science apfl 1o committee noted that substantial progress in
technology in developing countries. regional cooperation had been made in the Asia and Pacific
region regarding small satellites. In April998, the
Governments of six countries, namely, China, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Mongolia, Pakistan, the Republic of Korea
73. Regarding regional and interregional cooperatigand Thailand, signed a Memorandum of Understanding in
mechanisms, the Committee noted with satisfaction that tBangkok concerning the Multi-mission Small Satellite Project
Secretariat had continued to seek to promote tland related Activities of Cooperation. This project would
establishment and strengthening of regional mechanismsontribute to multilateral cooperation in space-related
cooperation by organizing regional workshops and trainir&gtivities in the Asia and Pacific region.

courses as part of the United Nations Programme on Space

Applications and by providing technical assistance for 3. Matters relating to remote sensing of the Earth
regional activities and conferences in Africa, Asia and the by satellites, including,inter alia, applications

Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as by  for developing countries

prpmoting the establishment O_f regional centres for SPa%8. The Committee noted that, amccordance with General
science and technology education. Assembly resolution 52/56, the Scientific and Technical
74. The Committee noted the contributions made by other Subdtbearhad given priority consideration to matters
international organizations towards the implementation of the relating to remote sensing of the Earth by satellites.

recommendatlons of UNISPAC_E 82. In _par'ucular, th% . The Committee noted the importance, particularly for
Committee noted that the specialized agencies of the Un'tggveloping countries, of sharing experiences and

Natic_)ns_were c_:or_ltinuir}g their a_ctivities in the areas OfSpa?gchnologies, of cooperating through international and
applications within their respective mandates; COSPAR, IAFegional remote sensing centres and of working jointly on

IAU, the International Law Association (ILA), ISPRS and, ,jahorative projects. It recognized that remote sensing

The Planetary Society (TPS) were continuing to Promol&.iivities should take into account the need to provide

international cooperation and exchange of im‘ormatioglppropriate and non-discriminatoagcess to meet the needs
relating to space activities; and ESA was continuing itgf developing countries

programme of international cooperative space activities,

including training programmes for the benefit of developin§0-  The Committee regnized the importance of ongoing
countries, in support of the activities of the United Nationdternational efforts to ensure the continuity, compatibility
Programme on Space Applications and technical assistadé¥l complementarity of systems for remote sensing of the
programmes. Earth and to promote cooperation through regular meetings

. . of satellite operators, ground-station operators and users. It
/5. The Committee noted that the COPINE project (S%?so noted the value of remote sensing systems for
para. 57) would offer an excellent opportunity to develo%(
i

o _ ; nvironmental monitoring and stressed the need for the
sources related to space applications for Africa, particular,

i th h finf i ded t t ternational community to utilize remote sensing data in an
In the exchange ot information needed 1o promole progrégg, . implement fully the recommendations contained in

in health care, agriculture, education, science and technolo/g& nda 27, adopted by the United Nations Conference on

and the management and monitoring of natural resources ‘Emsironment and Development, held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
the environment. The Committee further noted that the Spaﬁgm 310 14 June 1992

Conference of the Americas, through ipgo tempore

(e) Regional and interregional cooperation
mechanisms

10
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81. The Committee emphasized the importance of making of the Subittaarand its Working Group on the Use of

remote sensing data and analysed information available to all Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, as reflected in its
countries at reasonable cost and in a timely manner. Italso report, and of the report of the Working Group
recognized the example of international cooperation in the (A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1, paras. 67—81 aritl)annex

World Meteorological Organization in the exchange qé

meteorological data as provided for in resolution 40 adopt% opted the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power

by the Twelfth WMO Congress on 21 Juf@95. Sources in Outer Space, as contained in its resolution 47/68

82. The Committee noted with satisfaction the prototype of 14 DecertiB82. While noting that the Principles

CEOS Information Locator Service (CILS), funded by the provided that theyld be reopened for review and revision

former German Space Agency (now merged with the German bythe Committee no later than two years after their adoption,
Aerospace Research Establishment to become the German the Committee recalled that, at its fortieth session, it had
Aerospace Center (DLR)) and currently in the demonstration agreed that the Principles should remain in their current form
phase, which was aimed at assisting users in developing until amended and that, before amendment, proper
countries in locating and accessing sources of information  consideration should be given to the aims and objectives of
about Earth observation data, projects and services anyproposed revision.

(http://cils.dIr.de/home.pl). 88.

The Committee recalled that the General Assembly had

The Committee agreed with the Scientific and Technical

83. The Committee noted that Malaysia and its Subcitteathat, while a revision of the Principles was not
neighbouring countries had recently experienced severe haeeesgary at the current stage, it was important that States
episodes caused by uncontrollable peat and forest fires making use of nuclear power sources should conduct their
brought on by extreme dught and that data from the SPOT activities in full accordance with the Principles
(France) and NOAA/AVHRR (United States) satellites had (A/MI&/697 and Corr.1, para. 68).

been used to determine and monitor the burning areas. Si The Committee also agreed that regular discussions on

the countries in _the reglqn affected by h_aze did not opereﬂ,ge issue should continue at future sessions of the Scientific
any remote sensing satellites, the Committee appealed to d Technical Subcommittee and that the Subcommittee and

world space community to further assist in the provision qf Working Group should continue to receive the widest

remote sensing data during such disasters. input on matters affecting the use of nuclear power sources
84. The view was expressed that in accordance with the in outer space and any contribution related to improving the
principles on remote sensing adopted by the General scope and application of the Principles.

Asse_mbly, the availat_aility of remote sensing data 3_h0U|fj_”Qb_ The Committee agreed with the Scientific and Technical

be wnhhgld from particular States,_b_a_sed upon their po"t'cglubcommittee that Member States should continue to be
status, since gll space_—relatgd activities should bt_e Conducﬁ‘?\ﬂted to report to the Secretary-General on a regular basis

for the benefit of and in the interests of all countries. with regard to national and international research concerning

85. The Committee also endorsed the recommendation of the safety of space objects with nuclear power sources, that
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee that further further studies should be conducted on the issue of the
consideration of the item should be postponed Q00 in  cdlision of orbiting space objects with nuclear power sources

view of the abbreviated schedule of work of the onboardwith space debris and that the Subcommittee should
Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth session, 1899, and the be keptinformed of the results of such studies (A@8I697
preparatory work to be carried out for UNISPACE Ill and Corr.1, para. 76).

(A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1, para. 66). 91. The Committee noted that the Scientific and Technical

Subcommittee had endorsed the recommendation of its
Working Group on the use of nuclear power sources in outer
86. The Committee noted that, awcordance with Generalspace to adopt a four-year work plan and its proposed
Assembly resolution 52/56, the Scientific and Technicsichedule of work for developing a framework for safety
Subcommittee had continued its consideration, on a prioriagsurance processes and standards for nuclear power sources
basis, of the item relating to the use of nuclear power sourdesuter space. The Committee agreed that, as a first step, the
in outer space. The Committee also noted that tiecretariat should invite Member States and international
Subcommittee had reconvened the Working Group on the Uiganizations to submit information on the following topics,

of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space to enable it t@be considered in 2000 and 2001

resume its work. The Committee took note of the discussions

4. Use of nuclear power sources in outer space

11
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(a) Identification of terrestrial processes and understanding aspects of research related to space debris,
technical standards that may be relevant to nuclear power including debris measurement technigues; mathematical
sources, including factors that distinguish nuclear power Iting®fthe debris environment; characterization of the
sources in outer space from terrestrial nuclear applications; space debris environment; and measures to mitigate the risks

(b) Review of national and international processeg,f space debris, including spacecraft design measures to

proposals and standards and national working papers relevaifitect aga_inst space d(_ebris (_A/AC?'105/697’ paras. 97-98).
to the launch and peaceful use of nuclear power sources-rilﬁe Committee noted with satisfaction that the Subcatter

outer space (A/AC.105/697, annk para. 4) had conducted its work based on the multi-year work plan that
' ’ e the Subcommittee had adopted at its thirty-second session to

92. The Committee also endorsed the recommendationgfyress specific topics relating to space debris to be covered
the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee that furthgjyring the period 1996-1998.

consideration of the item should be postponed Wa0 in

view of the abbreviated schedule of work of th&7  The Committee noted with satisfaction the work of the
Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth session, 1899, and the gciengific and Technical Subcommittee on the current stage
preparatory work to be carried out for UNISPACE llls the multi-year work plan, on the topic of space debris
(A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1, para. 81). The Committee agreggigation measures and of its corresponding technical report

that the Working Group should be reconvened00 to ¢, 1998 (A/AC.105/697, para. 99). The Coritiee took note

continue its work. of the technical changes and amendments to the technical
) report for 1996-1997 on measurements of space debris,
5. Space debris modelling of the space debris environment and risk

93. The Committee noted that, atcordance with Generalassessment (A/AC.105/C.1/L.224). The Coittee also
Assembly resolution 52/56, the Scientific and Technicaloted that the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its
Subcommittee had continued its consideration of the agerf@ity-sixth session would concentrate on finalizing the full
item on space debris on a priority basis. The Committee toékchnical report on space debris for adoption after final
note of the discussion of the Subcommittee on space debA8iting during the inter-sessional period and consideration by

as reflected in its report (A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1, parakglevant organizations (such as IADC and the International
82-106). Academy of Astronautics).

94. The Committee agreed with the Scientific and Technic8B- Some delegations were of the view that the final
Subcommittee that consideration of space debris wigghnical reporton space debris should include conclusions.
important and that international cooperation was neededbe view was expressed that, given the uncertainties
expand appropriate and affordable strategies to minimize thi¢rrounding future projections of the space debris
potential impact of space debris on future space missions. Téf&vironment, conclusions on steps that should be taken to deal
Committee also agreed that it was essential for Member Statégh space debris would be premature at the current stage.

to pay more attention to the problem of collisions of spaagy.  The view was expressed that spacefaring States that
objects, including those with nuclear power sources, withere responsible for launch activities should adopt and
space debris, and other aspects of space debris, in accordaigsrce tougher guidelines regarding space debitigation

with paragraph 29 of General Assembly resolution 52/56in order to prevent the cost of space activities from increasing

95. The Committee noted with satisfaction that, followin§€yond the means of developing countries.

the invitation of the Scientific and Technical Subcommitte@,0p. The Comiittee agreed that the Scientific and Technical

a representative of the Inter-Agency Space Debrihcommittee should continue the consideration of space
Coordination Committee (IADC) had made a technicglepyris, as a priority item, at its next session.

presentation on the subject of space debris mitigation
practices. The Committee agreed with the Scientific and g Space transportation systems
Technical Subcommittee that IADC should be invited to make

atechnical presentation on its work to the Subcommittee ¢1- The Comritiee noted that, imccordance with General
its thirty-sixth session (A/AC.105/697, para. 91). Assembly resolution 52/56, the Subcommittee had continued

] ) o _its consideration of the item relating to space transportation
96. The Committee agreed with the Scientific and Technic@lgtems and their implications for future activities in space.
Subcommittee that it was important to have a firm scientific

and technical basis for future action on the complex attributé@2- The Comrittee took note of the progress being
of space debris and that the Subcommittee should focus@iéved in the various programmes in operation or being

12
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planned by Brazil, China, India, Japan, the Russian generated by the Earth, the sun and the moon (A/AC.105/697,
Federation, Spain, Ukraine, the United Kingdom and the para. 118).

United States and by ESA. 108. The Comnttee endorsed the recommendation of the
103. The Comiittee stressed the importance of international Scientific and Technical Suhkteemthat further
cooperation in space transportation in order to provide all consideration of the item should be postpor&DQritil
countries withaccess to the benefits of space science and view of the abbreviated schedule of work of the
technology. It also took note of recent developments in the Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth sesdi®A9inand the
launch vehicle industry. preparatory work to be carried out for UNISPACE IlI

104. The Comriitee noted with concern the emergind”/AC-105/697 and Corr.1, para. 122).

commercial activity of burials in space, which was currently ) _ _ ] )

being provided by a commercial company that had at least two8- Matters relating to life sciences, including space
scheduled flights per year. Though it was claimed that such ~ Medicine; progress in national and international
missions, which placed cremated remains in outeicep had space activities related to the Earth

no adverse impact on the space environment, that claim was ~€nvironment, in particular progress in the
not scientifically proven. International Geosphere-Biosphere (Global

] ) Change) Programme; matters relating to
105. The Comiittee endorsed the recommendation of the planetary exploration: and matters relating

Scientific and Technical Subcommittee that further to astronomy

consideration of the item should be postponed 20100 in i ] )
view of the abbreviated schedule of work of th(_:].09. The Comiittee noted that, imccordance with General

Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth session, 1899, and the Assembly resolution 52/56, the Subcommittee had continued
preparatory work to be carried out for UNISPACE jito consider the items concerning matters relating to life

(AIAC.105/697 and Corr.1, para. 112). sciences, including space medicine; progress in national and
' international space activities related to the Earth environment,

in particular progress in the International Geosphere-
Biosphere (Global Change) Programme; matters relating to
planetary exploration; and matters relating to astronomy.

7. Examination of the physical nature and technical
attributes of the geostationary orbit;
examination of its utilization and applications,

including, inter alia, in the field of space 110. The Committee noted with satisfaction the wide variety
communications, as well as other questions of space activities being undertaken in those areas and the
relating to space communications developments, extensive international cooperation in those activities, as
taking particular account of the needs and reflected in the report of the Subcommittee (A/AG5/697,
interests of developing countries paras. 123-129). It encouraged further cooperation in those

106. The Comiittee noted that. imccordance with General&'€as and, in particular, further efforts to increase the
Assembly resolution 52/56, the Subcommittee had continuB@'ticipation of developing countries.

its consideration of the item relating to the geostationary orbit 111. The Committee agreed that it could make an important
and space communications. contribution in the area of environment and development by

107. The Comrittee agreed that the following principlespromoting international cooperation in the applications of

formulated in a working paper presented by the czedpace technologies for environmental monitoring and

Republic to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee weF(l,“s'["’“n""bIe development. In particular, the Committee agreed

universally accepted by the scientific and technicz-“‘at the United Nations Programme on Space Applications

community and should be applied to future deliberations &quld playan important rple in assi.s.ti.ng dgveloping countries

the geostationary orbit: (a) the existence of orbits of a strengthenmg th?'r _capab|I|t|es in related space

satellites, including geostationary déites, depended mainly technologies and applications.

on gravitational phenomena generated by the entire body of 112. The Committee endorsed the recommendation of the

the Earth; and (b) a geostationary satellite, whether acted Scientific and Technical Subcommittee that further

upon by natural forces only or by man-made impulses, was consideration of the item should be postpo280 @imil

not fixed over a point on Earth’s equator: between corrective view of the abbreviated schedule of work of the

impulses of its station-keeping, it was in a natural flight Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth sessib@9® and the

caused by gravitational as well as non-gravitational forces preparatory work to be carried out for UNISPACE Il
(AJAC.105/697 and Corr.1, para. 129).
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] ] ) ] the Legal Subcommittee (A/AC05/698, paras. 20—-26), the
9. Themes fixed for special attention at the thirty-  gypcommittee had considered the item relating to the review
fifth and thirty-sixth sessions of the Scientific and possible revision of the Principles Relevant to the Use
and Technical Subcommittee of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, adopted by the
113. The Committee noted that,accordance with GeneralGeneral Assembly in its resolution 47/68.

Assembly resolution 52/56, the Subcommittee had considergly - The committee agreed that the Principles would remain
the theme fixed for special attention at the thirty-fifth sessiagy g for the time being and that the Scientific and Technical

of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee 1998: 5 ,,committee should consider the need for revision in the
“Scientific and technical aspects and applications of SPaGRht of changing technology before the Legal Subcommittee
based meteorology”. or the Committee undertook any actual revision.

114. The Committee noted with satisfaction that, 20 The Comrttee noted that the Legal Subcommittee
accordance with General Assembly resolution 52/5a/ac.105/698, para. 24) had agreed that, at the current
COSPAR and IAF had conducted a symposium on the thendg, e revision of the Principles was not warranted and that

The Committee expressed appreciation to COSPAR and I refore it should not open discussion of the item during its
for their support of the work of the Subcommittee. thirty-seventh session.

115. The Committee endorsed the recommendation that,if; The Comriitee endorsed the recommendation of the
view of the UNISPACE Il Conference, further consideratiorllegal Subcommittee (A/ACO5/698, para. 26) that

of the item should be postponed un2000 and that the ¢qnsideration of the Principles by its Working Group on
Subcommittee sholuld identify atits thlrty-.S|xth session, ifyenda item 3 should be suspended at its thirty-eighth and
1999, the theme fixed for special attention at the thirtyp;ry. ninth sessions, pending the results of the work in the
seventh session (A/AC.105/697 and Corr.1, paras. 148 agidaific and Technical Subcommittee, without prejudice to
155). Italso edorsed the recommendation that COSPAR anfe hossibility of reconvening the Working Group if, in the
IAF, in liaison with Member States, should be invited tQyinion of the Legal Subcommittee, sufficient progress was
arrange a symposium on that theme, with as wide 8,qe in the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its
participation as possible, to be held during the first week mirty—seventh session, in 2000, to warrant theoraening

the thirty-seventh session of the Subcommittee, in order {@:he Working Group by the Legal Subcommittee.

complement discussions within the Subcommittee on the ) ) ]
theme. 122. The Comiittee recommended that the item concerning

nuclear power sources should be retained on the agenda of

116. The Committee noted with appreciation the SuUmmajiye | egal Subcommittee to give delegations an opportunity
of the symposium and the scientific and technicq} giscuss itin plenary meetings.

presentations made during the thirty-fifth session of the

Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (A/AMS5/699). 2. Matters relating to the definition and

delimitation of outer space and to the character

D. Report of the Legal Subcommittee on the and utilization of the geostationary orbit,
) P 9 including consideration of ways and means to

work of its thirty-seventh session (agenda ensure the rational and equitable use of the

item 7) geostationary orbit without prejudice to the role

of the International Telecommunication Union
117. The Committee took note with appreciation of the repo

of the Legal Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-sevent#zs' The Comrittee noted that, imccordance with General

session (A/AC.105/698), which contained the results of iéssemb_ly resolution 52/56, th_e Legal Subcommitte(_e, through
deliberations on the items assigned to it by the Genef Working Group on agenda item 4, under the chairmanship

Assembly in resolution 52/56 of G. Maffei (Argentina), had continued to consider matters
' relating to the definition and delimitation of outer space and

. . . . to the character and utilization of the geostationary orbit.
1. Question of review and possible revision of the g y

Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power 124. The Comiittee noted the work carried out by the Legal
Sources in Outer Space Subcommittee and the Working Group, as reflected in their

118. The Committee noted that,accordance with General reports (A/AC.105/698, paras. 27-45 and annex ).

Assembly resolution 52/56 and as reflected in the report of
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125. The Comiittee noted that various views had been cooperationwith ITU and submitted to the Subcommittee at
expressed on the question of the definition and delimitation its thirty-sixth session; and “Examination of the physical
of outer space during the thirty-seventh session of the nature and technical attributes of the geostationary orbit;
Subcommittee, particularly on the basis of a note by the examination of its utilization and applications, including,
Secretariat entitled “Questionnaire on possible legal issuieser alia, in the field of space communications, as well as

with regard to aerospace objects: replies from Member other questions relating to space communications
States” (A/AC.105/635 and Add.1-5), and a note by the developments, taking particalaunt of the needs and
Secretariat entitled “Comprehensive analysis of the replies interests of developing countries” {BBAT.1/L..216),

to the questionnaire on possible legal issues with regard to  submitted by the Czech Republic to the Scientific and
aerospace objects” (A/AC.105/C.2/L.204), which had been Technical Subitmamt its thirty-fifth session.

before the Subcommittee at its thirty-sixth session. 130. The Comrittee welcomed the agreement that had been

126. Some delegations expressed the view that the Legal achieved concerning uriveepahnce of the scientific
Subcommitteefsould continue its consideration of the legal  principles formulated in the working paper presented by
issues relating to aerospace objects and that Member States the Czech Republic to the Scientific and Technical

should work towards achieving consensus on the issue by Subcommittee at its thirty-fifth session
providing responses to the questionnaire prepared by the (A/AC.105/C.1/L.216), as reflected in paragraph 129 above,
Secretariat. and expressed the view that such an agreement should serve

127. The view was expressed that the impetus of a nén & progressive step towards the successful outcome of future

approach to the theme of the definition and delimitation §f€!ioerations of the Legal Subcommittee where the States
outer space through consideration of legal aspects c&qcemed could express.thelrweW.s on issues relating to the
aerospace objects had been exhausted and that the L&gliFation of the geostationary orbit.

Subcommittee should decide how to peed further with the 131. The Chairman of the Group of Latin American and

item. The same delegation was also of the opinion that the Caribbean States expressed the view that the item on the
possibility of postponing further discussion on the item until character ditidation of the geostationary orbit was of

further progress in the development of aerospace objects particular interest to the countries of that regional group and
became evident could be taken into account. that the item should continue to be considered by the

128. The view was expressed that legal issues before {ﬁ%mmittee and by the Legal Subcorittee. The Group was

Legal Subcommitteer®uld be resolved within areasonablé”lISO Of, the view' th"’!t the V\{orking paper Smeitted, by
time-frame. In particular, questions relating to the definitioﬁ:c’lomb'ato the thirty-fifth session of the Legal Subcommittee

and delimitation of outer space and to the character a%/AC.lO5/200 a.md Corr.l)' CO”",]I SErVe as the basis for
utilization of the geostationary orbihsuld be resolved using further progress in the consideration of the item.

a flexible approach, as those questions were importantin  132. Some delegations reiterated the view that the
relation to issues of national sovereignty and to ensuring fair  geostationary orbit, because of its particular characteristics,
and equitable use of the finite geostationary orbit. required a spsaigeneridegal regime to regulate access

129. The Comriitee took note of the deliberations on théa\nd utilization by all States, taking insxcount the needs of

question of the geostationary orbit as contained in the repGRVeIOPINg countries.

of the Legal Subcommittee. The Committee also noted thhB3. Some delegations reaffirmed the view that the roles of

an exchange of views had taken place on the subject, in ITU and of the Legal Subcommittee were complementary and
particular on the basis of the ideas formulated in working that the Subcommittee should contribute to the establishment
papers entitled “Some considerations concerning the of a special legal regime to regulate the use of the
utilization of the geostationary sdliee orbit” geostationary orbit. However, other delegations reiterated the
(AJAC.105/C.2/L.200 and Corr.1), subtted by Colombia view that ITU was the appropriate body to address questions

to the Legal Subcommittee at its thirty-fith session concerning the use of the geostationary orbit and was
(A/AC.105/639, annexAll, sect. A); “An analysis of the addressing those questions effectively.

compatibility of the approach contained in the working papgry

ehnt|tled Sqme cons|d|(|e_rat|olr:1)_s’co_nr<]:err]n|ng.th.e ut|I|zat||0n eostationary orbit was an integral part of outer space, the
the geostationary satellite orbit’ with the existing regulator, gal regime established by the Treaty on Principles

procedures of the International Telecommunication Unlo(Eoverning the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use

relating to the use of the geostationary Orb'th Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.205), prepared by the Secretariat in

4. Some delegations held the view thagchuse the
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Bodie$ adequately covered activities in and related to the also that the real causes for the limited numbers of States that
geostationary orbit. had adhered to these treaties, particularly to only some of

135. The Comiitee recommended that the Legafhem’ should be explored and possible remedies should be

Subcommittee should continue its consideration of the ite_ﬁ‘f’uglﬂ't in order to change the umtairable status of those
at its thirty-eighth session, in 1999. Instruments.
142. Other delegations reiterated the view that the five
3. Review of the status of the five international international legal instruments governing outer space were,
legal instruments governing outer space by their nature, interdependent and that an overall approach

136. The Comritee noted that, imccordance with General?houm therefore be taken in any substantive review of the

Assembly resolution 52/56 and as reflected in the report |5|fstrur_nents. The methodolquidentified ir_1 the working paper
the Legal Subcommittee (A/AC05/698, paras. 46—64), theSme'tted by the Russian Federation to the Legal

Subcommittee, began its review of the status of the ﬁv%ubcommittee atits thirty-seventh session (A/AG5/698,

. . . . annex IlI) could serve as a practical basis for such an
international legal instruments governing outer space. approacr)l P

137. The Comiittee was of the view that the review by the, : . .
: N . 1f13. Some delegations reiterated the view that greater

Legal Subcommittee of the status of the five internationa . L o
ractical adherence to the principles embodied in the

legal instruments governing outer space was a Si nifica%t . .
9 . governing c P g onvention on International Liality for Damage Caused by
development in the revitalization of its work.

Space Objects could be achieved if more States were to make
138. The Comriittee noted that some delegations hageclarations in accordance with paragraph 3 of General
informed the Legal Subcommittee of the current status of, ap@sembly resolution 2777 (XXVI) of 29 November 1971,
further intended actions concerning, their accession to the fiftereby binding themselves on a reciprocal basis to the
international legal instruments governing outer space. Soi@écisions of a Claims Commission established in accordance
delegations submitted similar information to the Coittee. with article XIV of the Convention. Those delegations also

139. The Comrittee noted that an exchange of views ha@xPressed the view that such declarations by States parties
taken place in the Legal Subcommittee on the status of th@uld enhance the effectiveness and credibility of the
five international legal instruments governing outer space, §Pnvention and called upon States parties to thev@ntion
particular on the basis of the ideas formulated in a note by tfemake such declarations.

Secretariat on the review of the status of the five internationgh4. The Comrittee endorsed the recommendation of the
legal  instruments  governing  outer  spacubcommittee that the Secretariat should be requested to
(AJAC.105/C.2/L.210), as well as in sections | and Il of theyrepare, within existing resources, a list of international
working paper on the same subject submitted by Germany agreements and other legal documents relevant to activities
behalf of the States members of the European Space Ageftyuter space, and where they might berfid, as a working

and States having signed cooperation agreements with E§édcument for Member States.

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.211). 145. The Comrttee recommended that the Legal
140. Some delegations reiterated that the purpose of iterg@bcommittee should continue its consideration of the item
of the agenda of the Legal Subcommittee was not in any wayits thirty-eighth session, in 1999, and establish a working
to reopen substantive debate on or to revise or amend the fiy@up for that purpose in accordance with the previous
international legal instruments governing outer space, apgcommendation made at the fortieth session of the
that the Legal Subcommittee should restrict itself to reviewinQommittee.

the current status of the accession and adherence of States to

those instruments with a view to maximizing such accessiong. Other matters

and adherence. .

. ) (a) New agenda items
141. Some delegations stated that the review by the Le aI6 The Comn dthat the Leaal Subcort had
Subcommittee of the status of the international legaf*o: 1€ Comiitee noted that the Legal Subconttae ha

instruments governing outer space could lead to tﬁzgntlnued to conduct its informal consultations with a view

identification of additional agenda items aimed at thi® drawing up a list of annotated items agreed upon by

substantive review of those instruments. The view was al§8"S€NSUS thaF cquld be considered by the Com_mlttee for
ssible inclusion in the agenda of the Subcommittee. The

expressed that, not only should the numerical status of He ) . o
s of the Subcommittee on the matter are contained in its

parties to the United Nations space treaties be determined [Vige
report (A/AC.105/698, paras. 66—72).
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147. The Comiittee noted that a working paper entitled consideration to the need for the progressive development of
“Review of the status of the five international legal international space law and its codification. Therefore, the
instruments governing outer space” role of the Legal Subcitteenshould be strengthened.

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.211/Rev.1) had been suited to the Legal 155. Some delegations expressed the view that the work of

Subcommittee at its thirty-seventh session by Germany g, Legal Subcommittee should be revitalized, including the

behalf of j[he States membe_rs of ESAand .States having S'QIEJ%QIeIopment of additional agenda items for its consideration
cooperation agreements with ESA. Section Il of the reporty nsistent with new technological developments
entitled “Improving the Registrationd@hvention”, contained '

a proposal for anew item to be included in the agenda of tﬂ.éG The view was reiterated that the issuearfversion into
Subcommittee. legally binding instruments of the Principles Governing the

8 s del . 4 th . h Use by States of Artificial Earth Satellites for International
148. Some delegations expressed the view that tB?rectTelevision Broadcastify and the Principles Relating

Committee should recommend the inclusion of that new itefH Remote Sensing of Earth from Outer Space should be
n th_e aggnda of the Legal Subcommitiee at its th'rty'n'mir%ted among other items for possible inclusion in the agenda
session, in 2000. of the Legal Subcommittee.

é49: Th? V|efvcv)b\{vas ixpreise(zjq thact) th@ré@ennon on ]]57. The Comnttee endorsed the recommendation of the
egistration o Jec;ts aunche .|nto uter Space Cu”enﬂégal Subcommittee that further informal consultations on
served well the function for which it had been created and thﬁecific proposals already made for possible new agenda
q

the addItIO!‘I of the new agenda item prior to t_he conclusi ms for the Legal Subcommittee should continue at its next
of current items before the Legal Subcommittee would bseession in 1999

inappropriate. That delegation also expressed the view that
fundamental responsibility for the evaluation and amendme
of the Convention lay with the States parties to it and tha
attention within the Legal Subcommittee should rather be

focused on maximizing the application of and adherence to
the Convention. 158. The Comittee welcomed the fact that the Legal

Subcommittee had agreed to make a contribution to the

150'. Some delegations noted that ther? was a need(}lgiberaltions of UNISPACE Ill on issues relating to the
consider the adequacy of the concept of the “launching StaE

) Contribution of the Legal Subcommittee to the
Third United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

as contained in the Registration Convention and the Liabili fomotion of international cooperation in space-related
. , ctivities and the development of space law, as well as on
Convention. They proposed that the Legal Subcatte= P P

. . . Lo ther legal i .
should consider this topic beginning in 2000der a three- otheriegatissues
year work plan in a working group. 159. The Comrttee endorsed the recommendation of the

Legal Subcommittee that the Chairman of the Legal

151. The view was expressed that more analysis in this ar§l%committee should report to UNISPACE Il on the work

was required before agreement COUIq be r_each_ed on angte Subcommittee, including its past achievements, current
item for the Legal Subcommittee dealing with this matter.

work and new challenges in the development of space law.
152. The Comittee noted that inter-sessional consultations

among interested delegations before the Legal Subcommittee

session in 1999 would be welcome in order to seek aE. Spin-off benefits of space technology:
consensus on this matter. review of current status (agenda item 8)

153. The Comiittee agreed that the Scientific and Technical

Subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittee would invifB0. Inaccordance with paragraph 33 of General Assembly
special presentations on new launch systems and venturekegplution 52/56, the Committee continued its consideration
their sessions in 2000 with a view to attaining a betté¥ spin-off benefits of space technology.

understanding of these launch activities. 161. The Comittee agreed that spin-offs of space
154. The view was reiterated that with the rapid evolutio§chnology were yielding many substantial benefits and took
of technology and organization of space aitiés, the Legal Note of the efforts in many Member States to develop such
Subcommittee would be called upon to formulate new leg@Pin-off benefits and to disseminate information on such
instruments in the near future. Furthermore, some delegatigidivities to interested countries.

expressed the view that the Subcommittee should give more
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162. The Comrttee noted that spin-off technologies had

gvolveql into many new and improved products and Processes:  yiher matters
in particular in agriculture, where new seeds developed in
microgravity had led to higher quality and yield of crops; in
health and medicine, where new materials had led to cushion
that slowed progressive deformities in severely disabld®$6. The Comrittee noted with appreciation the
people; in satellite remote sensing, which significantlgarticipation in its work and in that of its subcommittees of
reduced the cost of building railroads; and in industriakpresentatives of the Economic and Social Commission for
productivity, where a new laser developed for spadksia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Food and Agriculture
applications was finding use in commercial applications i@rganization of the United Nations (FAO), the United
diamond marking, fluorescence microscopy, chromosonm&tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
surgery and semiconductor line cutting. (UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO), WMO,
ﬁITU, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization

163. Th it that i ti in- .
63 e Comitiee agreed that in promoting spin-o gNIDO), IAEA, the Association of Space Explorers (ASE),

benefits and effective space applications, in particular in t . .
case of developing countries, it was essential that the capa? S)PI':\IFE Ii?JA,IIEQ\e I'Sg_e;;ast'ga"i‘rl a&aﬁsmgrzfa'?slt;%nsg“cs

to understand the tboology and to develop it were ) .
considered to be of primary importance. The Committee Wl&%u and INTELSAT. The Committee expressed appreciation

of the view that developing countries should enhance th ﬂt%\lji(t)ise or:ga:nlzatlotnsdtirr:?trha? ZUbrm'tr:ieZd trieflortts Onng]ne"
potential in basic and advanced research in order to promgﬁ?( e?t?nf rriqgesfti i et?\;c’itie c; ?atin at Oths 0co P lIJe
capacity-building for space applications and to benefit from <SeP ormed ottheir activities refating to the peacetu

spin-offs of space technology. uses of outer space.

Sl. Reports to the Committee

b?’ 7. As Member States would be invited to prepare national
papers for UNISPACE llI, the Comittee recommended that

technology development should be intensified in order {ge Secretariat should postpone inviting Member States to

narrow the gap between technologically developed af‘cbem_'t anngal reportls on thew;pace amms untllgooo. In
developing countries. In that context, the delegation noted tr?éjtd't'on to information on natlo_nal and_mternatl_onal space
the General Assembly, in paragraph 39 of its resoluti ogrammes, the report.s_c.ould include mfor.matlon on spin-
51/123, of 13 [2cembed 996, had requested the Committe@ beneflts_ofspace _aCt'V't'e.S _and O”“?r topics requested by
to continue its work in accordance with that resolutiont,he Committee and its subsidiary bodies.

considering, as appropriate, new projects in outer space . )

activities, and to submit a report to the General Assembly at2- Membership of the Committee

its fifty-second session, including views on which subjects68. Some delegations expressed the view that the practice
should be studied in the future. That delegation also noted tleéitharing seats on a rotating basis should be ended, that the
the Committee had agreed that the Scientific and Techniaegill and capacity of a State to contribute to the work of the
Subcommittee, beginning with its thirty-fitth session, in 1998Committee should be taken into account as elements in
might deliberate on projects or programmes which might tegppointing members of the Committee and that, therefore, all
considered appropriate to be undertaken under the auspiestating members should become full permanent members as
of the United Nations, so long as it did not interfere with thearly as possible.

planning and preparations for UNISPACE Ill. That

delegation, further noting that the request had not been3. Records of the Committee

considered at the thirty-fifth session of the Scientific anf69 The General Assembly, in its resolution 52/56

Technical Subcommittee in view of the large aumt of work : . . )
necessary for the preparations for UNISPACE Ill, was of trEearagraph 9, had noted with satisfaction that the Committee

164. The view was expressed that efforts to ena
developing countries to participate in adtigs pertaining to

view that the Subcommittee and the Committee should ta, eeld_evaluate(_j the use of unedited ver_batim transcripts at its
ortieth session and agreed to continue the use of those
transcripts in lieu of verbatim records and to further review
165. The Comnttee recommended that further consideratioits requirements for those transcripts at its forty-first session
of the item should be postponed un2000 in view of its and inform the General Assembly at its fifty-third session of
abbreviated schedule of work at its forty-second session,tiie experience of the Committee with the transcripts.

1999, and the preparatory work to be carried out for

UNISPACE IlI.

up the matter at future sessions as appropriate.
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170. The Comiittee noted that the Legal Subcorittee, on  should be suspended for two years, in view of the shortened
the basis of its recommendation at its thirty-fifth session, in  session of the Legal Subcommit&39iand pending the
1996, had again been provided with verbatim (unedited) results of the work in the Scientific and Technical
transcripts of its thirty-seventh session, in 1998, in lieu of Subciitam without prejudice to the possibility of
summary records. reconvening the Working Group on that item if, in the opinion

171. The Comirttee had before it a document prepared b fthe L_egal__Subcommittee_, sufficient progress was ma_de in
the Secretariat entitled “Utilization of unedited verbatim'© Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its thirty-

transcripts” (A/AC.105/1998/CRP.3), which provided detail§evimh session, iR ZOOO,Ito warrant _theomaening of the
on the cost of the unedited verbatim transcripts in comparisWPr ing Group by the Legal Subcommittee (A/AD5/698,

with verbatim and summary records. paras. 15 and 26).

172. The Comiittee agreed, on the basis of its evaluation op/6- The Commtee recalled its recommendatlon that the
the use of unedited verbatim transcripts at its fortieth sessigif 32/ Subcommitiee, on a permanent basis, should rotate each

to continue the use of those transcripts in lieu of verbati¥gr the order of consideration of substantive agenda items
and endorsed the recommendation of the Legal Subdtisen

records.
that the substantive agenda items should be considered at the
thirty-eighth session of the Subcommittee, in 1999, in the
G. Future work following order: items 3, 5, 4 and 6.

177. The Comuittee took note of the measures that had been
173. The Comrittee noted the views of the Scientific andadopted by the Legal Subcommittee at its thirty-first session
Technical Subcommittee on the future role and work of thas well as additional measures agreed for future sessions of
Subcommittee and endorsed the recommendations concernhegy Subcommittee in order to improve the utilization of
the agenda for its thirty-sixth session, as reflected in tl@nference services. The Committee endorsed the agreement
report on its thirty-fifth session (A/AC.105/697, parasofthe Legal Subcommittee that a similar organization of work
151-155). would serve as the basis for organizing the work of the

174. Regarding the agenda of the Legal Subcittes, the Subcommittee at its thirty-eighth session, including efforts

Committee recommended that the Subcommittee, at its thirf§-conclude the session of the Legal Subcommittee as early
eighth session, should: as practicable in accordance with paragraphs 12 (j), 13 and

] ) ) ) ) 14 of the report of the Legal Subcommittee (A/AD5/698).
(a) Continue its consideration of the question of the

review and possible revision of the Principles Relevant to tg/ 8- The Comnittee recalled the agreement in paragraph

Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space (item 3); 160 of the report of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee on the work of its thirty-fourth session

~ (b) Continue, through its Working Group on agendga/ac.105/672), in which the exact schedule of work of the
item 4, its consideration of matters relating to the definitiop o mmittee and its subsidiary bodies in 1999 would be

and delimitation of outer space and to the character apgnfirmed by the Committee at its forty-first session1898.
utilization of the geostationary orbit, including consideration

of ways and means to ensure the rational and equitable d&- The Comrttee agreed to schedule the thirty-sixth

of the geostationary orbit without prejudice to the role of thg€Ssion of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, in
International Telecommunication Union (item 4); 1999, for five days and, in view of the agenda of the
Subcommittee for its thirty-sixth session as well as its role as

- (c) Continue its review of the status of the fiveaqyisory Committee for the UNISPACE Ill Conference, also
international I-egal instruments governing outer space (tefRyreed that the session could be extended up to three
5) and establish a working group to consider the item;  54ditional days, if necessary, in order to complete the work

(d) Continue its consideration of other matter®f the Subcommittee and the Advisory Committee. The
including informal consultations on specific proposals alreadyommittee requested the Secretariat to prepare an
made for possible new agenda items for the Legappropriate indicative schedule of work for five days.

Subcommittee (item 6). 180. The Comiittee further agreed that the thirty-eighth

175. With regard to the item contained in paragraph 173 (8§ssion of the Legal Subcommittee, in 1999, would meet for
above, the Committee endorsed the recommendation of five days immediately following the session of the Scientific
Legal Subcommittee that the Working Group on the Use &nd Technical Subcommittee and that the Committee would
Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space (agenda item 3)
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meet for three days immediately prior to the UNISPACE Il Date site
Conference in July.
181. The Comrittee agreed that the duration of sessions fogcientific and Technical . 22-26 February Vienna
the Committee and its subsidiary bodiesli®99 would be on fsol:kmg"J”&'It;elfA(é‘g‘f:f‘ggrﬁggnmc'gfe
an exceptional basis for that year only, so that the savmgs al Subcommittee 15 March Vienna
resulting from the shortening of the sessions could tilezed _ _
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 14-16 July Vienna
for UNISPACE Il Outer Space (Preparatory Committee
for the UNISPACE Il Conference)
H. Schedule of work of the Committee and its
subsidiary bodies Notes
. L . . 1 At its opening meeting, the Chairman informed the
182. The Comnttee indicated the following tentative Committee that he had been notified that Mouslim Kabbaj
timetable for 1999: (Morocco) was unable to complete his three-year term of

office as Second Vice-Chairman/Rapporteur of the

Committee.

N

Cuba and the Republic of Korea are also members of the

Committee and will rotate every two years, as of 1 January
1995, with Peru and Malaysia, respectively.

w

Session, Supplement No. Q&52/20), annex I.

IS

See ibid., sect. Il.E.

o

44,

o

Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second

Ibid., Fiftieth Session, Supplement No. @050/20), para.

The national core institutions for this network are the

Bulgarian Space Agency (Bulgaria), the Greek Centre for
Space Science and Technology (Greece), the Hungarian
Space Agency (Hungary), the Space Research Centre
(Poland), the National Institute for Aerospace Research

(Romania), the Slovak Hydrometeorologic Institute

(Slovakia) and the Marmara Research Centre (Turkey).

~

Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment

and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—14 June 1992
(A/JCONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Mol. I and Vol. I/Corr.1, Vol. 11,
Vol. Il and Vol. 1ll/Corr.1)) (United Nationspublication,

Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), volRlesolutions
Adopted by the Conferenceesolution 1, annex II.

8 General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.

9 General Assembly resolution 277XXVI), annex.

10 General Assembly resolution 3235 (XXIX), annex.

11 General Assembly resolution 37/92, annex.

12 General Assembly resolution 41/65, annex.
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Annex
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|. Scope of rules
P [1l. Structure of the Conference

Application of General Assembly Rules of . .
Procedure Main Committees

Rule 1 Rule 4

Any matter arising at the Conference, which is convened ~ 1he Conference shall establish two main committees,
as a special session of the Committee on the Peaceful US@nmittee (title to be determinedind Committee I(title
of Outer Space open to all States Members, which is g be determinedEach State participating |nlthe Conference'
covered by these rules shall be dealt with in accordance wifiy b€ represented by one representative on each main

the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly. committee esFainshed by the Conference. It may gssign to
these Committees such alternative representatives and

advisers as may be required.

[I. Member State representation
Technical Forum

Composition of delegations Rule 5

Rule 2 1. In addition to the committees, the Conference shall
1. The delegation of each State participating in thestablish a Technical Forum as a technical body of the
Conference shall consist of a head of de]egation and S&ﬁnference. The Technical Forum will deal with technical
other representatives, alternate representatives, advis@fgsentations relating to the agenda of the Conference, as well
experts or persons of similar status, including those frof$ additional components of the Conference, such as

space-related industries, as are deemed necessaryW@fkshops and seminars, poster sessions, a space exhibition
desirable. and public evening lectures. The Conference may, in addition,

request that any substantive agenda item be dealt with in the
aItgchnical Forum.

2. The Technical Forum shall be presided over by the
Submission of Credentials and Provisional Chairperson of the Technical Forum, who will be responsible
Participation for the general conduct of the business of the Forum and the
coordination of its work. The Chairperson of the Technical
Rule 3 Forum will report to the Conference on the outcomes of the
1. The credentials of representatives and the nameste¢hnical presentation sessions and workshops which deal
members of a delegation shall be submitted to the Secretarigih substantive items, as well as other activities organized
of the Conference, if possible not less than one week beforéhin the Technical Forum which are deemed important to
the opening of the Conference. The credentials shall be issulee work of the Conference, and forward for consideration or
either by the Head of State or Government or by the Minist@formation, as appropriate, reports of the various bodies of
for Foreign Affairs. Any later change in the composition othe Technical Forum.
the delegations shall also be submitted to the secretariat;of
the Conference.

2. The head of delegation may designate an altern
representative or an adviser to act as a representative.

The organizers of each workshop of the Technical
Forum shall appoint a chairperson and any other officers for
2. A Credentials Committee of nine members shall ltbe workshop as may be deemed necessary for the conduct of
appointed at the beginning of the Conference. Its compositida work.

shall be based on that of the Credentials Committee of the

General Assembly of the United Nations at its most recent  Other subsidiary bodies

session. The Credentials Committee shall elect its own Rule 6

officers including a Chairperson and such other officers as it

may consider necessary. It shall examine the credentialslef The Conference shall establish a Drafting Group,

representatives and report to the Conference without delgaired by the Rapporteur-General of the Plenary and
consisting of two designated representatives from each of the

3. ~Pending a decision of the Conference upon theﬁ(/e regional groups, together with any additional

credentials, representatives shall be entitled to partiCip%epresentatives of the Member States invited by the
provisionally in the Conference.
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Rapporteur-General to assist in the preparation of the full 2.  The Secretary-General or his representative shall act
draft report. in that capacity in all meetings of the Conference and its

2. The Conference, the main committees and tﬁéjbsidiaryorgans.

Chairperson of the Technical Forum may establish such 3.  The Secretary-General or his representative shall direct
working groups as they deem necessary for the performance the staff required by the Conference.
of their functions.

Decisions concerning organization

IV. Officers Rule 3
1. The Conference shall, at its first meeting:
General Committee (a) Adoptits rules of procedure;
Rule 7 (b) Elect its officers and constitute its subsidiary

1.  The General Committee of the Conference shall considies?

of the following 10 officers: President, Vice-President and (c) Adopt its agenda based upon the provisional

Rapporteur-General of the Plenary; Chairperson, Vicgyenda endorsed by the General Assembly at its fifty-second
Chairperson and Rapporteur of Committee I; Chairpersogbssion;

Vice-Chairperson and Rapporteur of Committee Il; and
Chairperson of the Technical Forum. The President, or in his
absence the Vice-President, shall serve as Chairperson of2zhe Recommendations resulting from pre-Conference
General Committee. consultations shall, in principle, be acted upon without further

2. The current bureau of the Committee on the PeacefjFcussion.
Uses of Outer Space shall continue as officers of the General
Committee of the Conference in the respective functions Q}I
President, Vice-President and Rapporteur-General of the*
Plenary. The remaining seven officers will include the current
Chairmen of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and
the Legal Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Rule 10
Uses of Outer Space and five other officers elected by the
Conference from among the representatives of the Sta
participating in the Conference on the basis of equitab
geographical distribution. Thus, there shall be two officezf

from each of the following regional groups: Africa; Asia an f that Committee, endeavour on all occasions to ensure that

the_ PaCIfI_C; Eastern Europe; Latin America aqd thﬁwe work of the Conference is conducted in such a way that
Caribbean; and Western Europe and Other States (five fr f& Conference will be able to reach agreement in its work,

the current bureaux c_)fthe Committee on the Peaceful Usfr?d the adoption of its report, without the need for voting.
of Outer Space and five to be selected).

(d) Decide on the organization of its wotk.

Decision-making

General agreement

The Conference being a special session of the
Smmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, the States
embers of the United Nations participating in the
onference shall, in accordance with the established practice

3. The General Committee shall assist the President in the
general conduct of the business of the Conference and siali Languages and records
ensure the coordination of its work.

Languages of the Conference

V. Opening of the Conference Rule 11
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
Role of the Secretary-General shall be the languages of the Conference.

Rule 8

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations or his
representative shall open the first meeting of the Conference
and preside until the Conference has elected its President.
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Interpretation and recording services VIII. Other participants and observers
Rule 12

1. Statements made in a language of the Conference during
meetings of the Plenary or the main committees shall be
interpreted into other such languages.

Organizations within the United Nations system
and international organizations having
permanent observer status with the General
Assembly or the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
2. Arepresentative may speak in a language other than the of Outer Space

language of the Conference if he/she provides for Rule 14

interpretation into one such language.

3 Sound di ¢ , tthe Conf dl. Organizations within the United Nations system and
- =ounc recorhmﬁsbo megtmgsdokt eLon erer;ce an i%?ernational organizations having permanent observer status

main commmees shall b€ made an eptin accordance V‘%ﬁh the United Nations General Assembly or the Committee

the practice of the United Nations. Unless otherwise decidedl, 1o peaceful Uses of Outer Space shall be permitted to

nho such r_ecordlpgs Sha”k*?e made of the Technical Forum @Ljiver general statements in the Plenary. These statements

the meetings of any working group. shall be limited to seven (7) minutes. However the full texts

of these statements may be circulated in writing.

Official documents
2. These organizations shall also be permitted to circulate

Rule 13 papers in the Plenary and Committee | and Committee Il
1.  All draft versions of the report of the Conference anduring their consideration of substantive agenda items. Time
its subsidiary bodies to be issued during the Conference,gymitting, the chairpersons of the Plenary, Cdttee | and
well as final documents of the Conference for submission @ommittee 1l may provide these organizations with the
the General Assembly, will be translated and issued in @lpportunity to make statements on substantive items and
languages of the Conference. participate in discussions.

2. Working papers intended as in-session documents fr  Papers of these organizations shall be issued only in the
the Conference submitted in one of the languages of tlanguages of original submission and shall be submitted in
Conference by States Members of the United Nations shall sufficient number of copies for distribution to the
be translated and issued in all languages of the Conferencenference. Abstracts of these papers, submitted in one of
in time for consideration by the Conference. the official languages of the United Nations, shall be

3. National papers shall be issued only in the IanguagtégnSIated and issued in all languages of the Conference.

of original submission, and shall be submitted by the Member
States in a sufficient number of copies for distribution to the
Conference. Abstracts of these papers, submitted in one of
the official languages of the United Nations, shall be
translated and issued in all languages of the Conference.

International organizations not having

permanent observer status with the General
Assembly or the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space

4.  Documents submitted by international organizations, Rule 15

as well as invited representatives of space-related industty, International organizations not having permanent

shall be governed by rules 14 to 16. observer status with the United Nations General Assembly
or the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space but
invited to the Conference, shall be permitted to submit
general statements in writing to the Plenary.

2. These organizations shall also be permitted to circulate
papers in the Plenary and Committee | and Committee Il

during their consideration of substantive agenda items. In
addition, those organizations specifically called upon to

prepare reports to the Conference shall be permitted to
circulate those papers.

3.  Papers of these organizations shall be issued only in the
languages of original submission, and shall be submitted in
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a sufficient number of copies for distribution to theNotes

Conference.
@ Based upon the recommendation of the Preparatory
Space-related industries Committee.
Rule 16

1. Upon invitation, representatives of space-related

industries may conduct presentations at workshops and
seminars organized in conjunction with the Conference. Such
technical presentations may take place throughout the
Conference period. The time allocated to such presentations
may be limited to no more than 30 minutes.

2. A limited number of space-industry round-table
discussions may be established, with participation by high-
level representatives of industry and heads or high-ranking
officials of space agencies. As far as possible these should be
scheduled at a time that most delegates, including State
representatives, are able to attend.

3.  Papersrelating to these presentations and discussions
shall be issued only in the languages of original submission,
and shall be submitted in a sufficient number of copies for
distribution to the Conference.

IX. Suspension and amendment of the rules of
procedure

Method of suspension

Rule 17

Any of these rules may be suspended by the Conference
provided that 24 hours’ notice of the proposal for the
suspension has been given, which may be waived if no
representative objects. Any such suspension shall be limited

to a specific and stated purpose and to a period required to
achieve that purpose.

Method of amendment
Rule 18

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision
of the Conference, after the General Committee has reported
on the proposed amendment.
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