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Mr. Eugeniusz Wyzner (Poland). At a special meeting
held ]E):n 19 April 1967 the Sub-Committee had elected
: ; Mr. Eugeniusz Wyzner (Poland) as Chairman to suc-
10 13 February, on 17 and 19 April and from 13 to ;

15 September 11967 wnder the chairmanship of Mr. ceed Mr. Manfred Lachs, who had been elected to the

Hurt Waldheim ( Austria). Mr. Gheorghe Diaconescn International Court of Justice. The Sub-Committee’s

mania) served as Vice-Chairman and Mr. Geraldo :121231;63? E}eAvCV(iBIB /%f7.1ts session was circulated as

e Carvalho Silos (Brazil) as Ra -
. pporteur. The ver . L. .
atim records of the Committee’s meetings were cir- 3. The fifth session of the Scientific and Technical

iulat ] 46- Sub-Committee was convened at United Nations Head-

‘ ed as documents A/AC.105/PV.46-51. quarters, New York, on 28 August 1967 under the

chairmanship of Mr. D. F. Martyn (Australia) and

MEETINGS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES was concluded on 6 September. The Sub-Committee’s

2. The sixth session of the Legal Sub-Committee report on the work of its session was circulated as
as held at the United Nations Office, Geneva, from document A/AC.105/39.
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l. The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
pace met at United Nations Headquarters, New York,
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4. A working group established to consider in se-
quence and make recommendations to the Commltj[ee
concerning the need, feasibility and implementation
of a navigation services satellite systemi held a series
of meetings at United Nations Headquarters from 24
to 28 July 1967 under the chairmanship of Mr. E. V.
Chitnis (India). The Working Group’s report was
circulated as document A/AC.105/38.

NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE

5. At its 46th meeting on 13 February 1967 the
Committee agreed to recommmend to the General As-
sembly that the United Nations Conference on the Ex-
ploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should
be postponed for approximately one year after the
initial date of September 1967 to permit better prepara-
tion of the Conference. The Committee’s recommen-
dation was accepted by the General Assembly in
resolution 2250 (S-V), under the terms of which the
Conference is to bhe held at Vienna from 14 to 27
August 1968.

6. At its 47th and 48th meetings on 17 and 19
April the Committee discussed the organization of its
work in 1967, in particular the programmes of work
of its subsidiary bodies.

TENTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE

7. At its 49th meeting on 13 September 1967, the
Committee adopted the following agenda:

1. Opening statement by the Chairman.
2. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly:

(a) Report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
(A/AC.105/39) ;

(b) Report of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/37);

(¢) Report of the Working Group on a Navigation Services
Satellite System (A/AC.105/38).

8. The opening statement by the Chairman is repro-
duced in annex I.

9. The Committee adopted its report to the General
Assembly at its Slst meeting on 15 September 1967.

10. The Committee’s recommendations and decisions
are set out below.

II. Recommendations and decisions

ReporT oF THE SciENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB-
COMMITTEE

11. The Committee took note with appreciation of
the report of the Sub-Committee on the work of its
fifth session and endorsed the agreed findings of the
Sub-Committee regarding the exchange of informa-
tion, the encouragement of international space pro-
grammes, international sounding rocket launching faci-
lities, and education and training set out in paragraphs
15 to 35 of the Sub-Committee’s report.

12. With regard to the definition of outer space,
the Committee noted that there was consensus in the
Sub-Committee that it was not possible at the present
time to identify scientific or technical criteria permit-
ting a precise and lasting definition of outer space. The
Committee noted the Sub-Committee’s view that a
definition of outer space, on whatever basis recom-
mended, is likely to have important implications for
the operational aspects of space research and explora-

tion and that the Sub-Committee should thereforg
continue consideration of the matter at future sessiong
and that Member States should be invited to submit
further relevant material for the Sub-Committee's
consideration. The Committee noted that the working
papers presented by Canada and France, as well as the
background paper prepared by the Outer Space Affairg
Group of the Secretariat, would be made available
to the Legal Sub-Committee.

13. The relevant paragraphs of the Sub-Com:
mittee’s report are reproduced in annex II of thig
report.

RerorT oF THE LEcaL Sue-COMMITTEE

14. The Committee took note with appreciation of
the report of the Legal Sub-Committee on the work
of its sixth session. :

15. The Committee expresses the hope that the
Sub-Committee will be able to make more progress;
The Committee recommends that the Legal Sub-Com!
nittee should meet early in 1968,

16. The report of the Legal Sub-Committee g‘
reproduced in annex III of this report. E

Report oF THE WoORKING GrROUP OoN A Navicationgp
SERVICES SATELLITE SYSTEM b |

17. The Committee took note with appreciation offf
the report of the Working Group established to cons
sider in sequence and make recommendations regard:
ing the need, feasibility and implementation of a
navigation services satellite system. '
18, The Committee noted the Working Group's
opinion that it will be technically feasible to develop
a navigation services satellite system to meet pa
ticular needs of civil aviation and sea-borne traffic and
to help resolve many basic navigational requirements;

19. The Committee endorsed the Working Group’s
suggestion that the International Civil Aviation Orga#
nization (ICAO) and the International Maritime Con-
sultative Organization (IMCO), as well as other sp(;@
cialized agencies and interested international govers
mental and non-governmental organizations, shou
continue to study the requirements for potential app
cations for navigation services satellite systems in theiy
areas of competence and invites ICAO and IMCO, asif
well as the other agencies and organizations concerned}
to submit reports to the Committee, if possible annuallygf

20. The Committee hopes that the States active inf
research and development work in navigation services’,
satellites will continue their work in order to establish
a sound technical and economic basis to meet anjzf

requirements for such a system and invites all Statesif

concerned to keep the Committee informed of the]
progress of their work. ‘

21. The report of the Working Group is repr
duced in annex IV of this report.

UniTtep NarioNs CONFERENCE ON THE EXPLORATIONZE

AND Peacerur Uses or OuTer SpacEe

22. The Committee agreed to forward to the Gen

eral Assembly for its information the attached extracg !

o

from the statement made by the Austrian representa

tive concerning the United Nations Conference on thée§
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. Thg

()

extract is reproduced in annex V. 2
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III. Registration

23. In conformity with the provisions of paragraphs
1 and 2 of General Assembly resolution 1721 B (XVI),
the Committee has continued to receive information
from launching States concerning objects launched
into orbit. France, Italy, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America have
furnished information. The information received since
the Committee’s last report has been placed in the
public registry maintained by the Secretary-General
and has been circulated in documents A/AC.105/
INT.146-171.

ANNEX I

Opening statement by the Chairman at the 49th meeting
of the Commitiee, on 13 September 1967

Since the last session of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, which was held in April 1967, we have
been able to record further progress in the various national
and co-operative international space programmes, and new
achievements in the exploration and use of outer space, as well

%}é“"'“; in the practical application of space technology.

*The space programmes of the two leading space Powers
have moved further ahead. The succession of lunar orbiting
vehicles and the successful soft landings on the Moon have
alrcady provided answers to many of mankind’s questions
about our nearest neighbour in space. Only in the last few
days we have witnessed another remarkable success in the
scientific reconnaissance of the Moon when the American
Surveyor 5 spacecraft landed on the Moon and succeeded in
analysing the composition of the lunar surface.

Already in June, both the Soviet Union and the United
States of America launched scientific spacecraft to the planet
Venus, spacecraft which on their flight are expected to come
close encugh to Venus to detect and measure the planet’s
magnetic field, jonosphere and magnetosphere and possibly
gather other scientific data. France also has established itself
as an independent space Power having developed a booster
to launch scientific satellites into earth orbit.

However, we have been able to witness scientific achieve-
ments not only by the space Powers, but also—if naturally
on a more limited scale—by many other countries. The report
v national programmes and activities, which is before the
,, -ommittee in document A/AC.105/L.36 and Add.1-3, shows
that the exploration and use of outer space is far from being

the prerogative of only a few countries, but that this field is

9D6ning rapidly to the ambition and talent of an ever-
ncreasing number of nations: we have witnessed the launch-

Ing by Italy of a satellite from the San Marco ocean platform

i the Indian Ocean; the work being done by the European

Space Research Organization, or the growing activity of

the many countries participating in space exploration and
research by means of sounding rockets, ground-based experi-

Ments, satellite tracking and the analysis of results. In this
connexion I might cite the example of India in the experi-
mental work being carried out in the peaceful uses of space
research referred to in the report of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee,

AF the same time the application of space technology is
playing an increasingly important part in everyday life. Satel-
lite transmission of television and radio has become an ac-
tepted part of the telecommunications network. During the
;Ccent emergency special session of the General Assembly,
or example, television reports on the proceedings of the
teral  Assembly were regularly transmitted via satellite
t(l) Countries in Europe and elsewhere, Weather satellites are
dready providing valuable information for forecasters, and,
3 the World Meteorological Organization’s World Weather
“}'i;ttél.moves from the planning to .the implementation stage,

ring further benefits to countries throughout the world.

I}?'the light of this rapid and continuous scientific and
®hnical progress our Committee will, T am sure, continue to

spare no effort in carrying out the mandate entrusted to it
by the General Assembly.

Members of the Committee will recall that at the 48th
meeting on 19 April the Committee agreed on the programme
of work for the year 1967. We meet now to consider the
results of that work and to submit our report and our
recommendations to the General Assembly.

The Committee has before it the report of the Legal Sub-
Committee (A/AC.105/37), the report of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/39) and the report of
the Working Group on a Navigation Services Satellite
System (A/AC.105/38).

The Legal Sub-Committee met in Geneva from 19 June to
14 July under the newly elected Chairman, Mr. Eugeniusz
Wyzner, and continued its work on the elaboration of an
agreement on liability for damages caused by the launching
of objects into outer space, and on an agreement on assistance
to and return of astronauts and space vehicles. The progress
which the Legal Sub-Committee was able to make on these
questions is recorded in the Sub-Committee’s report.

The Legal Sub-Committee, at the same time, began the
study of questions relating to the definition of outer space.

The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee met in New
York from 28 August to 6 September 1967 under the chair-
manship of Mr. D. F. Martyn and submitted to us a number
of recommendations on a wide range of subjects, in particular,
the exchange of information, the encouragement of interna-
tional space programmes, international sounding rocket launch-
ing facilities and recommendations concerning training in
space science and technology.

The Working Group on a Navigation Services Satellite
System, which the Committee established at its meeting in
April, held a series of meetings in New York between 24 and
28 July under the chairmanship of Mr. E. V. Chitnis. The
report of the Working Group shows that the meeting provided
a valuable opportunity for discussion by the experts attend-
ing the meeting of the need, feasibility and possibility of im-
plementation of a navigation services satellite system. The
Working Group reports that from its discussions a con-
sensus emerged that while at present an agreed requirement
for a navigation services satellite system does not exist, such
a requirement is likely to arise in the relatively near future
for certain functions which could be performed by a satellite
system.

The Working Group also informs us that in its opinion it
would be technically feasible to develop a navigation services
satellite system, and that it would be desirable if ICAO and
IMCO, representing the potential users of such a system, as
well as other specialized agencies and interested organi-
zations, continued to study the question and were invited to
submit, annually if possible, pertinent reports to the Committee.

From this short outline members of the Committee will see
that the Committee has once again to deal with a considerable
number of important questions.

I am convinced that, in spite of the short time available to
us, the Committee will, in its traditional spirit of co-operation,
make every effort to bring our present session to a successful
conclusion.

ANNEX II

Recommendations approved by the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee at its fifth session

(Excerpts from the report of the Sub-Committee on the work
of its fifth session)

A. EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

15. The Sub-Committee examined two reports, “Review
of national and co-operative international space activities”
(A/ACI105/1.36 and Add.1-3) and “Review of the activities
and resources of the United Nations, of its specialized agencies
and of other competent international bodies relating to the
peaceful uses of outer space” (A/AC105/C.1/1.20), prepared
by the Secretariat, and commented favourably on their value.
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16. With regard to the report on national and co-operative
international space programmes, the Sub-Committee recom-
mended that in the future, Member States submitting informa-
tion for this report should include details such as where and
when these programmes were carried out, by whom, and for
what purpose, to enhance the value of the report as a source
of reference, and that it should be given as wide a distribution
as possible.

B. ENCOURAGEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES
World Weather Watch

17. The Sub-Committee examined with great interest two
documents submitted by the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO), “World Weather Watch—The Plan and Implementa-
tion Programme” (A/AC.105/L.38) and “The role of meteoro-
logical satellites in the World Weather Watch”,2 and heard
the representative of the WMO outline the essential features
of the World Weather Watch adopted by the Fiith World
Meteorological Congress in 1967.

18. The Sub-Committee noted the emphasis placed on the
role of meteorological satellites as the main hope for ultimately
obtaining the world-wide coverage of meteorological observa-
tions needed for both operational work and research.

19. The Sub-Committee expressed great appreciation of the
World Weather Watch Plan, which it considered to be an
excellent demonstration of the practical benefits which could
be derived from the peaceful uses of outer space. The Sub-
Committee agreed that the plan appeared to be realistic and
hoped that Member States would do their utmost to ensure its
early implementation. In particular, the Sub-Committee recom-
mended that Member States should give high priority to the
space activities included in the World Weather Watch.

Mass communications

20. The Sub-Committee studied with interest the report pre-
sented by the Government of India, “Satellite Communications
An Indian Study” (A/AC.105/36), and congratulated the Gov-
ernment of India on its thoroughness in planning and executing
this experiment.

21. The Sub-Committee agreed that the results of the Gov-
ernment of India’s experiment, as well as the planned UNESCO
pilot programme which may follow, could have great importance
for many Member States. The Sub-Committee invited the
Government of India to continue to inform the Sub-Committee
on this matter as it progressed.

International Telecommunication Union

22 The Sub-Committee noted the Sixth Report by- the
International Telecommunication Union on Telecommunication
and the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/AC.105/L.37) and
commended that agency for its important work in the peaceful
uses of outer space, particularly in the technical assistance
rendered during the planning and testing of the Experimental
Satellite Communications Earth Station at Ahmedabad, India
(see document A/AC.105/C1/L./19) and in regard to the
progress made in planning for orderly use of the radio fre-
quency spectrum during the XIth Plenary Assembly of its
International Radio Consultative Committee (CCIR) in Oslo
(1966).

Other matters

23. The Sub-Committee took note of proposals submitted
by Austria, Tran and the United Arab Republic on the desira-
bility of enlarging the “personnel, budget and power” of the
Outer Space Affairs Group of the United Nations Secretariat,
and of the proposal by Iran on the desirability of establishing
a specialized agency to deal with outer space activities.

24, The Sub-Committee did not reach a consensus on these
two proposals, but did agree to keep them under review at
future sessions.

25. Arising out of this discussion, the Sub-Committee re-
quested the Outer Space Affairs Group to report to the Sub-

a World Meteorological Organization, World W eather Waich
Planning Report No. 18, 1967.

Committee at its next session on the status of implementas
of the recommendations and suggestions made by the Cg
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its Scien
and Technical Sub-Committee and by the General Assen
and the problems faced by the Secretariat in this regard.”

C. INTERNATIONAL SOUNDING ROCKET LAUNCHING FACILITY

26. The Sub-Committee noted with appreciation the re
of the Advisory Panel on the Thumba Equatorial Roc
Launching Station (TERLS) in India (A/AC.105/L.30) &
recommends that the United Nations continue to grant sp
sorship to TERLS.

27. The Sub-Committee in further reviewing its work
international sounding rocket launching facilities appreci
the request by the Government of Argentina for United Nati&
sponsorship of its sounding rocket launching facility at
del Plata.

28. The Sub-Committee took note of the manual entitg
“Chemical Rocket Range and Summary Information on th
Atlantic Range” submitted by the Government of Argentifg
and commended this report of activities,

29. The Sub-Committee took note of statements made ly
various representatives concerning their Governments’ comple
satisfaction with the co-operative programmes involving .
utilization of the sounding rocket launching facilities providg
by the Government of Argentina in the peaceful exploration §
outer space. It noted also that these Governments intend‘t
continue such co-operative programmes with the Governmemif
of Argentina. 1 4

30. The Sub-Committee took note of statements made by]
various representatives supporting the Government of Argen¥
tina’s initiative and commending the work already accomplishedilf:
by the Government of Argentina in using its facilities for integs
national co-operation and training in the peaceful scientifi
exploration of outer space. 1

31. Arising out of its discussions of this matter, and follo
ing the request of the Government of Argentina, the Sil
Committee recommends that the Committee on the Peacéi
Uses of Outer Space approve that a small group of scientis|
drawn from States members of the Committee and famili
with space research and facilities, visit the station near M
del Plata when it is operative to advise the Committee onti
eligibility for United Nations sponsorship in accordance wi
the basic principles approved by the Committee in 1962.p

32. The Sub-Committee decided to consider, at its next s
sion, the question of criteria which should be satisfied pri
to recommending sponsorship of international sounding roc
launching ranges.

D. EDUCATION AND TRAINING

33. The Sub-Committee noted with satisfaction and app!
ciation that the Experimental Satellite Communications Ear
Station at Ahmedabad, India (see document A/AC.105/Cl
L.19), was operational and would be utilized for training aﬂd ’
research by both Indian and other nationals. E

34. The Sub-Committee also expressed its appreciation‘d%;
the report of the Secretary-General entitled “Internatio
Directory of Facilities for Education and Training in Ba
Subjects Related to the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space”, 8
felt it would be an extremely helpful guide.

35. The Sub-Committee recommended that the printed
ternational Directory be given as wide a distribution as P
sible, and that UNESCO be requested to refer to this direct
in the UNESCO publication Study Abroad. The Sub-Commit
further recommended that the printed International Directo
should be updated biannually. :

E. DEFINITION OF OUTER SPACE

36. The Sub-Committee in considering the request madelk
the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceizl
Uses of Outer Space (A/AC.105/C.1/L.22) agreed as follo

v See Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventet
Session, Anneves, agenda item 27, document A/5181.
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a) That there was consensus in the Scientific and Technical
Sub_COmmittee that it is pot po§sib1e at the present time to
identify scientific or technical criteria which would permit a

precise and lasting definition of outer space;

(b) That the working papers prepared by the delegations
of Canada and France, as well as the background paper prepared
py the Outer Space Affairs Group of the United Nations Secre-
tariat, and the relevant summary records of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee’s meetings would be made available
to the Legal Sub-Committee to assist it in its deliberations;

(¢) That a definition of outer space, on whatever basis
recommeﬂded’ is likely to have important implications for the
operatiODal aspects of space research and exploration, and that
it is therefore appropriate that the Scientific and Technical
Syub-Committee continue its consideration of this matter at
future sessions; and that Member States be invited to submit
further relevant material for the study of the Sub-Committee.

ANNEX III

Report of the Legal Sub-Committee on the work of its
sixth session

1. At a special meeting held on 19 April 1967 at the United
ations Headquarters, the Legal Sub-Committee elected
Ir. Eugeniusz Wyzner (Poland) as Chairman to succeed
fr. Manfred Lachs, who had been elected to the International
Court of Justice.

2. Tl?e Legall Sub-Committee opened its sixth session at
the United Nations Office at Geneva on 19 June 1967 under
the new chairmanship of Mr. Wyzner.

3. In his opening statement, the Chairman expressed the
hope that the work of the Sub-Committee would proceed in
the same spirit of co-operation and understanding as had pre-
vailed at the othe~ sessions. He considered it encouraging to
see that the Sub-Committee’s deliberations had led to the con-
clusion of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. ‘

Adoption of the agende

4 On the suggestion of the Chairman, the Legal Sub-Com-
mittee adopted the following agenda for the session (A/AC.105/
C2/L.1.7 and Corr.1) without prejudice to the order in which
the various items would be considered :

Statement by the Chairman.

2. Draft agreement on liability for damages caused by the

launching of objects into outer space.

3.

Draft agreement on assistance to and return of astronauts
and space vehicles.

. Study of questions relative to:
(8) The definition of outer space;

(b) The utilization of outer space and celestial bodies,

lt{rclud111g the various implications of space communica-
ions,

Organization of work

]"- The Sub-Committee decided to organize its work in the
ollowing manner :

inI;?:rl;rZ and 3 would first be discussed by the Sub-Committee
ing GmLY Isesszon. Twp working groups of the whole—Work-
one s 131 and Working Group II.—would then be established,
other ¢ e draft agreement on assistance and return and the

or the draft agreement on liability for damage. The

rst ¢ ;
three meetings thereafter would be devoted to the draft

agre .
)gt]?;nent on assistance and return and thereafter there would
¢ meetings on liability for damage. This pattern would

giogo\ved for a further six meetings. After this there would

8eneral debate in plenary session on item 4, during which
0 be oy o»uld bear in {nin.d that certain matters might have
. erred to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.

Altey . . .
the consideration of agenda item 4, the Sub-Committee

would revert to agenda items 2 and 3 alternatively in the
Working Groups.

6. Thg Sub-Committee concluded its work on 14 July 1967
by adopting the present report.

I. ASSISTANCE TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND SPACE
VEHICLES

7. 'The Sub-Committee had before it three proposals under
?hlS item: a revised draft agreement on the rescue of astronauts
in the event of accident or emergency landing, submitted by
the USSR (A/AC.105/C2/L.18), a draft international agree-
ment on assistance to and return of astronauts and objects
launched into outer space, submitted by the United States
(A/AC.IOS/C.Z/L.9 and Corr.l), and a revised proposal on
assistance to and return of astronauts and space objects, sub-
mitted jointly by Australia and Canada (A/AC.105/C.2/1..20).
The: proposals submitted by the USSR and by Australia and
Canada replaced respectively their previous proposals submitted
at the Sub-Committee’s third session in 1964. The United States
wbile maintaining the proposal it submitted at the Sub-Com—’
mlt~tee’s third session in 1964, replaced the second sentence of
article 2, paragraph 1, with the text submitted by it in 1965
(S\tN"EG.I/35) concerning assistance outside the territory of any

ate.

8. The texts of the three proposals were referred to the
Sub-Committee’s Working Group I, which discussed the scope
of the draft agreement and considered the questions of general
duty under the agreement on assistance to and return of astro-
nauts apd space vehicles, notification of accident, assistance in
the territory of a contracting party, assistance outside the terri-
tory of any State, duty to return the personnel of spacecraft,
return of space objects and reimbursement of expenses. At the
request of the Chairman, a comparative table of provisions
co‘ntam.ed in the three proposals was prepared by the Secretariat
to facilitate the Working Group’s discussion of the texts before
it (A/AC.105/C.2/W.1/Rev.3).

9. In the course of the Working Group’s discussions of the
three texts the following amendments were submitted: a draft
text of article 1 of the agreement, concerning notification of
acmd‘e'nt, was submitted by Italy (A/AC.105/C2/L.21); a
d.eﬁmtlon of the term “astronaut” to be included in the defini-
tions article was submitted by Argentina (A/AC.105/C.2/1.23) ;
a draft text of article 1 concerning notification of accident was
submitted jointly by the United States and the United Kingdom
.(WG.I/40) ; a draft text of paragraph 1 of an article concern-
ing ass%stance in the territory of a contracting party was sub-
mitted jointly by Australia, Canada and the USSR (WG.I/41) ;
a <redraft of article 4 of the USSR draft agreement, concern-
ing assistance outside the territory of any State, was submitted
by.the United Kingdom (WG.I/42); a draft text of a new
artlcle. on the exchange of information and international co-
operation relating to the rescue of astronauts was submitted
by Canada for future consideration (WG.I/43) ; and draft texts
of two articles concerning respectively the duty to return the
personnel of a spacecraft (WG.I/44) and to return space ob-
jects (WG.I/45) were submitted jointly by Australia, Canada
and the United States. ’

10.. These proposals and amendments, together with the com-
parative table and other documents (WG.I/38 and WG.1/39),
are reproduced in appendix I to the present report.

11. As a result of the consideration of the three proposals
and the amendments submitted, the Sub-Committee reached
agreement on the following articles:

Article 1. Notification of accident

Each Contracting Party which receives information or dis-
covers that personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident
or are experiencing conditions of distress or have made a land-
Ing in an emergency Lor by mistake]® in territory under its.
jurisdiction or on the high scas or in any other place not under
the jurisdiction of any State:

. @ The possibility of including “or by mistake”, after the word
emergency”’, has been deferred for further consideration.
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(o) Shall do its utmost to notify immediately the launching
State,P

(b) Shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, who should disseminate the information without
delay through all appropriate means at his disposal;

Article 2. Assistance in the territory of a contracting party

1. If personnel of a spacecraft, who have suffered accident or
are experiencing conditions of distress or have made a landing
in an emergency [or by mistake],c are in territory under the
jurisdiction of a Contracting Party, that Contracting Party
shall immediately take all possible steps to rescue the personnel
and to render to them all necessary assistance. It shall keep
the launching Stated and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations informed of the steps it is taking and of their result.

2.

II. LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE LAUNCHING OF
OBJECTS INTO OUTER SPACE

12. The Sub-Committee had before it three draft conventions
concerning liability for damage caused by the launching of
objects into outer space: a revised draft convention submitted
by Belgium (A/AC.105/C2/L7/Rev.3) ; a draft convention
submitted by the United States (A/AC.105/C2/1.19) in place
of its previous draft convention (A/AC.I()S/C.Z/L‘S/RevS);
and a draft convention submitted to the Sub-Committee at its
fourth session (A/AC.105/C2/L.10/Rev.l), as amended at
the present session (A/AC.105/C.2/L.24 and Add.l) by Hun-
gary. In the course of the Sub-Committee’s discussion of the
three texts a proposal with respect to the definition of the term
“space vehicle” was made by Argentina (A/AC.105/C2/L.22).
A proposal was also made by Argentina in regard to the pro-
cedures for the settlement of claims for compensation under
the convention (A/AC.105/C.2/L.25). Proposals with respect
to the definition of the term “damage” were submitted by India

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.26) and by Canada (A/AC.105/C2/1.27).

13. At the request of the Sub-Committee, a comparative table
(A/AC.105/C2/W.2/Revd) of the provisions contained in the
three draft conventions was prepared by the Secretariat.

14. The three draft conventions were considered in Working
Group 11 of the Sub-Committee.

15. In the course of the discussion of the three texts in
the Working Group certain further proposals were made.
Poland proposed the inclusion, in article VII of the Hungarian
draft, of provisions concerning the application of the convention
to international organizations which engage in activities in
outer space (WG.II/37). The United Kingdom proposed an
amendment to paragraph 3 of article V of the United States
draft, concerning the liability of States which are members
of international organizations and also contracting parties to
the convention (WG.I1/38). On the question of the liability
of States and/or international organizations participating in
joint space activities, proposals were made by Argentina and
Traly (WGI1/39) and by France (WG.I11/43). Italy submitted
certain proposals on the question of definitions, field of applica-
tion, and the nature of lahility (WG.11/44).

16. These proposals and amendments, together with the com-
parative table and other proposals and documents (WG.II/31

b (1) The question whether the expression “launching State”
or some other expression, as for example “State of registry”
or “State which announced the launching”, should be used has
been deferred for further consideration.

(2) No agreement was reached on the question of the in-
clusion of the words “or international organizations” in this
provision. This question was deferred for further consideration.

¢ The possibility of including “or by mistake”, after the word
“emergency”’, has been deferred for further consideration.

4 The question whether the expression “launching State” or
some other expression, as for example “State of registry” or
“State which announced thé launching”, should be used has
been deferred for further consideration. The question whether
the expression to be used should also include international or-
ganizations has been deferred likewise.

R
and Corr.l, 32, 33/Rev.l, 34 and Addl, 35, 36, 40, 41 ap
Add.], and 42), are reproduced in appendix II to the presep
report.

17. The Sub-Committee registered agreement on the poin
set out below:

Definitions
Text provisionally agreed upon

“Damage” means loss of life, personal injury or other im
pairment of health, or damage to property of States or of the
persons, natural or juridical, or of international organizations

Points on which agreement was reached

The term “launching” should include “attempted launching’
Tn defining the term “launching State” the following elemenf
should be included:f
1. The State which taunches or attempts to launch the spa
object or the space device,
2. The State from whose territory the space object or the spa
device was launched,
3. The State from whose facility the space object or spa
device was launched.

Field of application
Points on which agrecinent was reached
1. The provisions of this convention shall not apply to dal
ages sustained by :8 ’

(@) Nationals of the launching State;

(b) Foreign nationals in the immediate vicinity of a plann
launching or recovery area as the result of an invitatiog
by the launching State.

2. The launching (respondent) State should be absolutely
liable to pay compensation for damage caused on the surfaf
of the Earth and to aircraft in flighth

Liability of international organizations
Points on which provisional agreement was reached

International organizations that launch objects into o
space should be liable under the Convention for damage cause
by such activities.!

Time limits for presentation of claims
Points on which agreement was reached

1. A claim may be presented not later than one year follow
ing the date of the occurrence of the accident or the identifica
tion of the party that is liable.

e No agreement was reached on the inclusion of indiré
damage and delayed damage in the definition.

t The question whether the State referred to in 2 and ¥

should be liable primarily, or only secondarily (if the Sta
referred to in 1 above cannot be indentified), was left for furth
consideration. ;
¢ No agreement was reached on whether the Conventt
should apply to damages sustained by:
(1) Persons who are permanent residents but not nationals
the applicant (presenting) State;
(2) A spacecraft and its personnel during launching, tram
or descent.

hNo agreement was reached whether the launching (r
pondent) State should, on proof of fault, be liable to pay €
pensation for damage caused to space objects which have |
the surface of the Earth. ;

. . “the
1 No agreement was reached on the guestion whether 1
liahility of the States members of the international orgaf
tions that are parties to the liability convention:

(1) Should be residual and arise only in the event of defa
by the international organization, or

(2) Should arise at the same time as the liability of the;
ternational organization.

Nor was agreement reached on the question of the rights

international organizations under the Convention. This pro?,

requires further consideration.
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2. If the applicant .(p‘res:enting) (claimant) State does not
gnow of the facts giving rise to the claim within the afore-
mentioned one-year period, it may present a claim within one
car following the date on which it learned of the facts; how-
ever, this period shall in no event exceed one year following
the date on which the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State
could reasonably be expected to have learned of the facts

through the exercise of due diligence.

3. The above-mentioned time limits shall apply even if the
full extent of the damage may not be known. In this event,
however, the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State shall be
entitled to revise its claim and submit additional documentation
beyond the above-mentioned time limits until one year after
the full extent of such damage is known.

Presentation of claims
Points on which agreement was reached

1. A claim may be presented by the applicant (presenting)
(claimant) State through the diplomatic channel.

Presentation of_ a claim under the Convention shall not require
the prior exhaustion of any local remedies that may be available
in the launching (respondent) State.

2. In the event the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State
“does not have diplomatic relations with the launching (respon-
‘ent) State, the former may request a third State to present
s claim and otherwise represent its interests.

Arbitration in the cvent of dispute
Points on which agreement was reached

If a claim presented under the Convention is not settled
within six months from the date on which the applicant (pre-
senting) (claimant) State completes its documentation, the

applicant' (presenting) (claimant) State may refer the matter
to an arbitral commission.

[1I. QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO (@) THE DEFINITION OF OUTER
SPACE AND (b) THE UTILIZATION OF OUTER SPACE AND
CELESTIAL BODIES, INCLUDING THE VARIOUS IMPLICATIONS
OF SPACE COMMUNICATIONS

18. ‘During the general discussion of agenda item 4, the repre-
sentative of France submitted a proposal which is reproduced
in appendix III to the present report. After this discussion, the
Legal Sub-Committee adopted the following questionnairey and

JJequested the Chairman to transmit it to the Scientific and

sechnical Sub-Committee :

QUESTIONNAIRE

The Legal Sub-Commit ]
. ittee of the Committee on th ace)
Uses of Quter Space, - 1o Peacepud

" gcc’szlrmg to obtain the technical and scientific documentation
¢ds to undertake the study requested of it concerning ques-

tions relative to t 1
uses, o the definition of outer space and its peaceful

Referring to the programme of work of the Commi

O Drogre ittee on
:Y)llxttteerc ffa_cé [A/{-\L.lOS/CRP.l(IX)] adopted by the Com-
Darar.rra()h ]}sl meeting of 17 April 1967, and in particular to
!ﬁcalb 1Sl - I (VL) thereof relating to the study of the tech-
2 ('XIE{E)S of the legal subjects referred to in resolution

Liwi .
#etles the Scientfic and Technical Sub-Committee :

1 (a . .
h(‘]pfé] )toTt(;l draw up a list of scientific criteria that could be
defiuic e Legal Sub-Committee in its study relative to a
! (bltlon of outer space, ’
( ) T . . . .
fica] cri?e 8ive its views on the selection of scientific and tech-
mittee andn? t_hat. might be adopted by the Legal Sub-Com-
) "M%aves o} mghcate, on scientific and technical grounds, the
WSSibili:y Oafnd dlsad.v;_mtages_of each of them in relation to the
term future a definition which would be valid for the long-

L)1

Meetin © consider the summary records of the 80th to 83rd

s ;
8 of the Legal Sub-Committee, at which these matters

were initially .discussed, and to take into account the assump-
tions, suggestions and questions voiced by the various dele-
gations,

(0) To examine the above matters during its 1967 session
so as to enable the Legal Sub-Committee to continue its work
at its next session.

19. A proposal submitted by the representative of Italy under

agenda item 4 is also reproduced in appendix III
report. PP to the present

Appendix I

Propqsals, amendments and other documents relating to
assistance to and return of astronauts and space vehicles

A, UnioNn or SoviET SoCTaLIST REPUBLICS: REVISED DRAFT

AGREEMENT ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS IN THE EVENT
OF ACCIDENT OR EMERGENCY LANDING

(A/AC105/C2/1L.18)
The Contracting Parties,

Noting the great importance 1
. t ! of the Treaty on Principles
Governing the A'ctmties of States in the Exploration and %se
of Quter S‘pgce, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
whxcht enunciated the principle of rendering all possible ass‘ist-’
ance to astronauts in the event of accident, di

| , dist -
gency landing, oS o emer

Desiring to develo i i

Desiring p and give concrete ex

A g xpression to that
Prompted by sentiments of humanity,
Hawve agreed on the following :

Article 1

Each Contracting Party which receives information or dis-
covers that ‘personnel of a spacecraft of another State have
suffered accident or are experiencing conditions of distress or
g.a\:.a made an emergency landing in territory under its juris-
ictton or on the high seas or in any othe

on or ot 2 r plac

the jurisdiction of any State: d place not under

(a) Shall do its utmost to notify without delay the State
which announced that it had launched the spacecraft concerned ;

(b) Shall immediately notify the S
Uniad Ntione: v the Secretary-General of the

(¢) Shall immediately make a public announcement by radio
or through other means of communication at its disposal.

Article 2

If, owing to accident, distress or emergency landing, astro-
nauts have appeared in territory under the jurisdictio: of one
of t.he Contracting Parties, this Contracting Party shall im-
mediately take all possible steps to rescue the astronauts and
to .render them the necessary aid. It shall inform the State
which announced that it had launched the spacecraft concerned
and al.so the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of thé
steps it is taking and of their result. ,

Article 3

Each Contracting Party shall extend every assistance to
another Party to this Agreement which has requested its aid
for the purpose of ensuring the speediest possible discovery
and rescue of astronauts in the event of accident, distress or
emergency landing. Such assistance may include ﬂermission to
the State which announced the launching of the spacecraft to
carry out with the use of the necessary means and the per-
sonnel to operate them, the search for and rescue of the astro-
nauts who have landed in the territory of that Contractin
Party. 8

Article 4

If mfprmation is received or it is discovered that astronauts
hav.e alighted, owing to accident or distress, on the high seas
or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of any State
those Contracting Parties which are in a position to do soz




8

General Assembly—Twenty-second Session—Annexes

shall extend assistance to the State wh'ich anngunced that it
had launched the space-craft concerned, in carrying out search
and rescue operations for the astronauts.

Article 5

The expenses incurred by a Contracting Party .in meeting the
requests for assistance made by the State which armoun_ced
that it had launched the spacecraft concerned, shall be reim-
bursed by that State.

Article 6

1. This Agreement shall be open to all States for si_gnature.
Any State which does not sign this Agreement before 1ts entry
into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may
accede to it at any time.

2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratiﬁca_ttion by signa-
tory States. Instruments of ratification and instruments 'of
accession shall be deposited with the Governments of ... which
are hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit
of instruments of ratification by five Governments including
the Governments designated as Depositary Governments under
this Agreement.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession
are deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this Agree-
ment, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of
their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all
signatory and acceding States of the date of each signature,
the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification of and
accession to this Agreement, the date of its entry into force
and other mnotices.

6. This Agreement shall be registered by the Depositary
Governments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

Article 7

Any State Party to the Agreement may propose amendments
to this Agreement. Amendments shall enter into force for each
State Party to the Agreement accepting the amendments upon
their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the
Agreement and thereafter for each remaining state Party to
the Agreement on the date of acceptance by it.

Article 8

This Agreement, of which the Russian, English, French,
Spanish and Chinese texts are equally authentic, shall be de-
posited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly
certified copies of this Agreement shall be transmitted by the
Depositary Governments to the Governments of the signatory
and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have
signed this Agreement.

DONE in...copies at...

B. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: DRAFT INTERNATIONAL AGREE-
MENT ON ASSISTANCE TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND
OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE

(A/AC.105/C.2/1.9 and Corr.1)

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in furthering
the peaceful uses of outer space,

Recalling the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
adopted by the General Assembly on 31 December 1963 as
resolution 1962 (XVIIL),

Considering that the personnel of spacecraft may from time
to time be the subject of accident or experience conditions of
distress,

Considering that there may occur landings of objects launched
into outer space, and their personnel in the case of manned
spacecraft, by reason of accident, distress or mistake,

Wishing to do their utmost to assist the personnel of space
craft in such cases and to provide for the return of object,
launched into outer space, and

Belicving that in such circumstances the action of States ¢ 1
should be governed by common humanitarian concern and with “§
due regard for scientific needs, ;

Agree as follows:

Article 1

1. A Contracting Party which discovers that the personnel -f
of a spacecraft have met with accident or are experiencing *
conditions of distress, or have made an emergency ’1anding," :
shall notify without delay the State of registry or international g
organization responsible for launching, or the Secretary-General ;
of the United Nations. :

2. A Contracting Party which discovers that an object §
launched into outer space or parts thereof have returned toZff
Farth shall notify without delay the State of registry or inter.
national organization responsible for launching, or the Secre.
tary-General of the United Nations. :

Article 2

1. Unless otherwise requested by the State of registry or;
international organization responsible for launching, each Con--§
tracting Party shall take all possible steps to assist or rescue ¥
promptly the personnel of spacecraft who are the subject o{‘iffg(
accident or experience conditions of distress or who may maketvl
emergency landings by reason of accident, distress, or mistake :§
Such steps shall include a joint search by those Contracting:[i
Parties which may be in a position to conduct search and rescue:
operations in the event personnel of a spacecraft are presumed!]
to have made an emergency landing on the high seas or

Antarctica.

2. Each Contracting Party shall permit, subject to control
by its own authorities, the authorities of the State of registry,§
or international organization responsible for launching to pro-
vide measures of assistance as may be necessitated by theg
circumstances. <

Article 3

1. A Contracting Party shall return the personnel of a space~ff
craft who have made an emergency landing by reason of P
cident, distress or mistake promptly and safely to the State o ¥
registry or international organization responsible for launchingé !

2. Upon request by the State of registry or internationa.l“gj
organization responsible for launching, a Contracting Partyif.,
shall return to that State or international organization an objec,:
faunched into outer space or parts thereof that have returned
to Farth. Such State or international organization shall, upom:§
request, furnish identifying data. :

Article 4

Any dispute arising from the interpretation or applicationf
of this Agreement may be referred by any Contracting Party'§
thereto to the International Court of Justice for decision.

Article 5

A Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Agree’§
ment. Amendments shall come into force for each Contracting§
Party accepting the amendments on acceptance by a majority
of the Contracting Parties and thereafter for each remainins: ‘
Contracting Party on acceptance by it. 1

Article 6
Any Contracting Party may give notice of its withdrawag
from this Agreement two years after its entry into force o 3
written notification to the Secretary-General of the United

Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from thelf
date of receipt by the Secretary-General of the notification. 4

K of St

Article 7

This Agreement shall be open for signature by States Mel
bers of the United Nations or of any of the specialized agenci®l
or Partties to the Statute of the International Court of Justittg

1 3
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and by any otl?er State invited by the General Assembly of
the Umted' Natu?ns to become a party. Any such State which
does not sign this Agreement may accede to it at any time.

Article 8

This Agreement shall be subject to ratification or approval
hy signatory States, Instruments of ratification or approval and
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

Article 9

This Agr.eement shall enter into force upon the deposit of
the second instrument of ratification, approval, or accession. It
shall enter into force as to a State ratifying, approving, or
acceding thereafter upon deposit of its instrument of rati;’xca-
tion, approval, or accession.

Article 10

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform
all States referred to in article 7 of signatures, deposits of
instruments of ratification, approval, or accession, the date of
entry into force of this Agreement, proposals for amendment
notifications of acceptances of amendments, and notices of’
withdrawal.

Article 11

The original of this Agreement, of which the Chinese, Eng-
lish, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic
shall he deposited with the Secretary-General of the Unite&
Nations, who shall send certified copies thereof to all States
referred to in article 7.

IN WITNESS W HEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized,
have signed this Agreement,

DONE at ..., this...day of ...196...

C. Un~irep STATES OF AMERICA: DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE 4
(WG.I/35)

Assistance outside the territory of a Contracting Party

If information is received or it is discovered that personnel
of a spacecraft have suffered accident, are in distress, or
have made an emergency landing, on the high seas or in any
other p}ace not under the jurisdiction of any State, and the
Launchmg State is not in a position immediately to undertake
effective search and rescue operations, such operations shall
e conducted, in close and continuing co-operation with the
taunching State, by those Contracting Parties which are in a
position to do so. The operations shall be conducted in a
manner designed to assure speedy rescue and taking account
of requests and technical advice from the State which an-
nounced the launching.a

D
. AUSTRALIA AND CANADA : REVISED PROPOSAL ON ASSISTANCE
TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND SPACE OBJECTS

(A/AC.105/C.2/1.20)
The Contracting Parties,

Recogavzismg the common interest of all mankind in the

Drogress of the expl i
ploration and use of outer space f -
ful Dursoms, p or peace

iogflslﬂ'ng to promote the further development of interna-
Ra Cq-operatlon in the exploration and use of outer space,
of Lﬁ’Cglhng _resolution 1962 (XVIII) entitled “Declaration
e Ieéal‘ Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
“Dloration and Use of Outer Space,” which was adopted

animoysly by the Unit i >
eCember 1963}: et Nations Seneral Amemply o 19

Noflmg‘the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
the \;Ites in the Exploratlon. and Use of Outer Space, including
1967 oon and other Celestial Bodies, signed on 27th January

» and in particular articles V and VIII of that Treaty,

2This text replaces
art; x places the second sentence of 2
Tcle 2 of the United States draft (A/AC.?OS})?:I:;/g{JE.lg;I. bof

Prompted by sentiments of h i i
: umanity and having
the needs of science, Y ving regard for

Agree as follows:

Definitions Article
For the purposes of this Agreement:
(¢) “Launching State” ...

(&) “Space object” means an object or any of its com-

ponent parts which a launching State has 1
: aunched :
to launch into outer space.] od or attempted

Article 1

1..E.ach Contracting Party shall, in accordance with the
provisions of the present Agreement and using every appro-
priate means at its disposal, assist the personnel of spacecraft
in the event of accident, distress or emergency landing and
safely and promptly return them to the launching Statg.

2. With a view to ensuring the return to i
Stat_e of a space object discovered heyond the tilifni::uggh?}!xi
territory under the sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of
that State, eth Contracting Party shall, in co-operation
Wherhe appropriate with other States, carry out the duti
provided for in the present Agreement. e

Article 2

A Contracting Party which receives information or dis-
covers that personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident

r re xperiencing r]dt S tr I ave made an
or a € erien condition. Of dlS €s5 o h

d
emergency landlllg .

( ) s utmost lllllne(lla 1 to a rtain and no fy
te
a Shall dO 1t y sce n d t

(b) If it cannot readily ascertain the launching State, shall

forthwith i i
State, notify the State it presumes to be the launching

(¢) Shall immediatel tif;
e Shall, fms y notify the Secretary-General of the

Article 3

] 1. If, as a result of accident, distress or emergency land-
ing, p.ersonne.l of a spacecraft are in territory under the
sovereignty, Jprisdiction or control of a Contracting Party
such Contrgctmg Party shall promptly take all steps that ié
finds practicable to locate, rescue and assist the personnel
It shall keep the launching State, and the Secretary-Generai

of the United Nations, informed of
. 4 t
of theie red he steps so taken and

ch. lIf the' Contracting Party con§iders that assistance from
e 'aunchmg State would contribute substantially to the
effectlvenegs of search and rescue operations, it shall request
the launchlng State to co-operate with it in such operations
under the direction and control of the Contracting Party ’

Article 4

If information is received or it is discovered that per-
sonnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident, are in distress
or have made an emergency landing, on the ,high seas or in
any other place not under the sovereignty, jurisdiction or con-
Frol of‘ any State, and the launching State is not in a position
1mmed1ate1y to undertake effective search and rescue opera-
tions, such operations shall be conducted, in close and con-
tinuing  co-operation with the launching State, by those
Contracting Parties which are in a position to d(; S0.

Article 5

A Contr.acting Party shall safely and promptly return to
the launching State, the personnel of a spacecraft who as
a result of accident, distress or emergency have landed in
tx?rntory. under the sovereignty, juridiction or control of that
Contracting Party, or whom it has rescued elsewhere.

Article 6

.l. A Contracting Party which receives information or
discovers that a space object has returned to Earth:
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(o) Shall do its utmost immediately to ascertain and notify
the launching State;

(b) If it cannot readily ascertain the launching State, shall
forthwith notify the State it presumes to be the launching
State;

(¢) Shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

2. A Contracting Party having sovereignty, jurisdiction or
control over the territory on which a space object has heen
discovered shall upon the request of the launching State take
all steps that it finds practicable to recover the object.

3. A Contracting Party which has recovered a space object
shall upon the request of the launching State return the object
to that State.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3
of this article, a Contracting Party which finds that a space
object discovered in territory under its sovereignty, juris-
diction or control or recovered by it elsewhere is of a
hazardous or deleterious nature may SO notify the launching
State, which shall thereupon take prompt and effective steps,
under the direction and control of the Contracting Party, to
recover the object and to remove it from territory under the
sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of the Contracting Party
or otherwise to eliminate danger of harm.

3. If in fulfilling its obligations under paragraph 2 or 3
of this article a Contracting Party considers that assistance
from the launching State would facilitate substantially the
recovery or return of a space object, the Contracting Party
shall request the launching State to co-operate with it in
recovery or return operations under the direction and control
of the Contracting Party.

6. A State which requests the return of a space object
shall, if requested by the Contracting Party which has dis-
covered the object in territory under its sovereignty, jurisdic-
tion or control or has recovered it elsewhere, furnish to the
Contracting Party identifying data prior to the return of
the object.

7. The expenses incurred by the Contracting Party in ful-
filling its obligations under the present Agreement in respect
of the recovery or the return of a space object shall be re-
imbursed by the State to which the object is returned.

Article 7

1. If an intergovernmental organization which conducts
or is preparing to conduct activities in outer space deposits
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations a decla-
ration that it accepts and undertakes to comply with the
provisions of the present Agreement, those provisions shall
apply to that organization in like manner as they apply to
a State, and references to a State, or to a launching State,
chall be read and construed accordingly.

2 Fach Contracting Party to the present Agreement under-
takes to use its best endeavours to ensure that any inter-
governmental organization which conducts space activities,
and of which it is a constituent member, is authorized to
make, and will make, the declaration referred to in the
preceding paragraph.

K. ITALY: DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE 1
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.21)

Any Contracting State, or any international organization,
which knows that personnel of a spacecraft have suffered
accident, or are in distress, or have made an emergency
landing shall

(a) Immediately notify
is registered and the
Nations;

(b) Immediately make a public announcement by radio or
through any other means of communication at its disposal.

the State in which the spacecraft
Secretary-General of the United

Note. This text takes into account the texts submitted by
the United States and the USSR.

(¢) It introduces a reference to international organiza-
tions;

(») For humanitarian reasons it refers to spacecraft i
general, and not to “a spacecraft of another State” as in th
USSR draft;

(¢) Tt refers to personnel (or crew) and not specifically t
astronauts, since everyone ©on board has a right to assistanc
for humanitarian reasons;

(d) The notification is to be made either to the State ofy
registry or to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

(¢) The text should say “knows”, and not “discovers”;

(f) Like the Treaty of January 1967, the text should refer] 1
to the State of registry, and not the State which announcedg
the launching. ,;

i

F. ARGENTINA: PROPOSAL

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.23)

Tnclude the following in the definitions article:

An “astronaut” is a civilian explorer, exclusively for peace:
ful purposes, who is carrying out his duties as a repreif
sentative of mankind in outer space, including the Moon anﬁ:
other celestial bodies.

G. TEXT AGREED BY WORRING Group I
(WG.1/38)
Article 1 :

g

Each Contracting Party which receives information or disif

covers that personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident% i

or are experiencing conditions of distress or have made anif

emergency landing in territory under its jurisdiction or onf

the high seas or in any other place not under the jurisdictio
of any State:

5

EY

(b) shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of thé
United Nations who should disseminate the information wit!
out delay through all appropriate means at his disposal;

M. TEXT ON WHICH PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT WAS REACH
N WorkiNg Grour 1

(WG.1/39)

Article 1

(@) shall do its utmost to notify immediately the launching
State ;P

1. Uwnrtrep States anp Uwntrep KiNGooM OF Grear BriTavf
Anp NORTHERN IRELAND: DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE 1 ‘

(WG.1/740)

Each Contracting Party which receives information of
discovers that personnel of a spacecraft have suffered acck
dent or are experiencing conditions of distress or have madtf
a landing whether in an emergency oOr by mistake in territorf§
under its jurisdiction or on the high seas or in any othe
place not under to jurisdiction of any State : ¥

(a) Shall do its utmost to notify immediately the launchisgf
State ;¢ ] §

(b) Shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of fhf
United Nations who should disseminate the information witt§
out delay through all appropriate means at his disposal;

b (1) The term “launching State” might be subject ”
definition later. H 1
(2) No agreement was reached on the question of the
clusion of the words “or international organizations” in g
provision. This question was deferred for further considerati®f
¢ (1) The term “launching State” might be subject to defing
tion later. K ]
(2) No agreement was reached on the question of the I§

clusion of the words “‘or international organizations” in

provision. This question was deferred for further considerati®g
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(¢) Shall, if it cannot readily identify the launching State,
jmmediately make a public announcement by any appropriate
means at 1ts disposal.

AusTrALIA, CANADA, anp UNioN or SoviET SOCIALIST
REPUBLICS : DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE ON ASSISTANCE IN THE
TERRITORY OF A CONTRACTING PARTY

(WG.I/41)

1, If persor.mel'of a spacecraft, who have suffered accident
or are experiencing conditions of distress or have made a
]and'mg in an_emergency,d are in territory under the juris-
diction of a Contracting Party, that Contracting Party shall
immediately take all possible steps to rescue the personnel
and to reqder to them all necessary assistance. It shall kee
the launthlig Statee and the Secretary-General of the Unite?l
Nations informed of the steps it is taking and of their result.

2

L.

K. Uwxrrep KincpoMm oF GReEaT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN

JRELAND: PROPOSED REDRAFT OF ARTICLE 4 oF THE USSR
DRAFT

(WG.1/42)

If informatiqn is received or it is discovered that astro-
n'fauts have a!1ghted, owing to accident or distress, on the
high seas or in any other place not under the jurisciiction of
any State, those Contracting Parties which are in a position
to do so shall carry out search and rescue operations for %he

gstronauts in close and continuing co-operation with the launch-
ing State.

I.. CANADA: DRAFT TEXT OF

(WG.I/43) -

ARTICLE

1. The Contracting Parties, and in particular launching
Stgtes., shgll exchange, on a basis of equality, technical a‘ntgi
scientific information relevaut to the promotion and develop-
ment of methods and procedures for rescuing the personnel of
spacecraft who have suffered accident, are in distress or have
made an emergency landing.

t 2. The Coptracting Parties agree to co-operate with a view
o the establishment of an international service for the search
and rescue of such personnel.

a e . .
. The pos’syxbxhty of including “or by mistake”, after the word
em;;gency , has been deferred for further consideration
¢ The question whether -the ex i “ i e

! xpression “launching State” or
.S[OSTG other expression, as for example “State of ?egistry” or
p fat_e: Wh.lCh announced the launching” should be used has been
eferred for further consideration. The question whether the

Xpression to b u ed shoui¢ als 1nct a d
€ us 1 O mciude mternation g

expre o d ternat 1 oroganiza-
tions h'lS DCen 111\6\\7156 dtfelled.

Comparati
ot .. . ,
p ve table of provisions contained in the proposals submitted by the Union of Soviet

(A/A4C.105/C.2/L.18),

M. Avustraria, Canapa aNp UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE ON TH
I\ E DUTY TO RET -
commEL URN PER

(WG.I/44)

) When the personnel of. a spacecraft have made a landing
}}: reason of accident, distress, emergency or mistake, they
shall be safely and promptly returned to the authorities ,of the

launching State or the internati izati
national organizat i
for the launching. ¢ ton responsible

N. AustrariA, Canapa AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE ON THE RETURN OF SPACE OBJECTS

(WG.I/45)

d‘l. Each Contracting P'arty which receives information or
iscovers that a space object has returned to Earth:

_ (a) Shall do its.utn}ost to notify immediately the State or
International organization responsible for the launching; and
(b) Shall immediatel i ’
f y notify the Secretary-
United Nations. yrGeneral of the

5 . . ..
2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over the

territory on which a space object has been discovered shall
upon tl}e request of the launching State or international or-
ganization responsible for the launching take such steps as
it finds practicable to recover the object. g

3. .V\/hen a space object has been recovered by a Con-
tractmg Party, that object shall, upon the request of the
launching .State or international organization responsible for
the launching, be returned to the authorities of the launching

State or of the inter na.tlonal OIgdllXZatl 11 Ie }()IISII) €
0. for
S

4. No?withstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article, a
Contra;tmg Party which finds that a space object discove,red
n territory under its jurisdiction or recovered by it elsewhere
s of a hazardous or deleterious nature may so notify the launch-
ing SFate or international organization responsible for the
launching, which shall immediately take effective steps, under

the direction and control of the C i
ontracting P imi-
nate all danger of harm. g Party, to climi

5. I, in. fulfilling its obligations under paragraph 2 or 3
of this article, a Contracting Party considers that assistance
from.the launching State or international organization re-
sponsible for the launching would facilitate substantially the
recovery or return of a space object, the Contracting Party
s.hall request the ltaunching State or international organiza-
tion responsible for the launching to co-operate with it in

recovery or return operations under the direction and control
of the Contracting Party.

6. A .State or international organization which asks a
Contracting I?arty for the return of a space object shall, upon
request, furnish to the Contracting Party identifying’ data
prior to the return of the object.

Socialist Republics

the Uni i
oA (A/AC.105/C.2/L.820)nued States of America (A/AC.105/C.2/L.9 and WG.1/35) and Australia and

(A/AC.105/C.2/W.1/Rev.3)

DSSR REVISED DRAFT AGREEMENT ON
THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS IN THE

EVENT OF ACCIDENT OR EMERCENCY
LANDING

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: DRAFT IN-
TERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON ASSIST-
ANCE TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS OF

AuUSTRALIA AND CANADA:
POSAL ON

REVISED PRO~
ASSISTANCE TO AND RETURN
ASTRONAUTS AND SPACE OBJECTS

AND OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER

SPACE

PREAMBLE

The . .
e Contracting Parties,

A .
Noting the great importance of the

t:rv‘ﬁé?ty on Principles Governing the Ac-
Wities of States in the Exploration and

: of outer space
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon e

The Contracting Parties,

Rcc.og-nis'mg the common interest of
mankind in furthering the peaceful uses

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing the common interest of all
rpankind in the progress of the explora-
tion and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes,
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and other Celestial Bodies, which enun-
ciated the principle of rendering all pos-
sible assistance to astronauts in the event
of accident, distress or emergency {anding,

i

Desiring to develop and give concrete

expression to that principle,

Prompted by sentiments of humanity,
Have agreed on the following:

DEFINITIONS

GENERAL DUTY

[See first sentence of Article 3]

NOTIFICATION OF ACCIDENT

Tach Contracting Party which receives
information or discovers that personnel
of a spacecraft of another Stat? hziwe
suffered accident or are experiencing
conditions of distress or have made an
emergency landing in territory under its
jurisdiction or on the high seas or in any
other place not under the jurisdiction of
any State:

(a) shall do its utmost to notify with-
out delay the State which announced that
it had launched the spacecraft concerned ;

(b) shall immediately notify the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations;

(c) shalt immediately make a public
announcement by radio or through other
means of communication at its disposal.

Comparative table (continued)

Recalling the Declaration of Legal
Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of
Quter Space, adopted by the General As-
sembly on 13 December 1963 as resolution

1962 (XVIII),

Considering that the personnel of
spacecraft may from time to time be the
subject of accident or experience condi-
tions of distress,

Considering that there may occur land-
ings of objects launched into outer space,
and their personnel in the case of manned
spacecraft, by reason of accident, distress
or mistake,

Wishing to do their utmost to assist
the personnel of spacecraft in such cases
and to provide for the return of objects
launched into outer space, and

Believing that in such circumstances the
action of States should be governed by
common humanitarian concern and with
due regard for scientific needs,

Agree as follows:

Article 2

1. Unless otherwise requested by the
State of registry or international or-
ganization responsible for launching, each
Contracting Party shall take all possible
steps to assist or rescue promptly the
personnel of spacecraft who are the sub-
ject of accident or experience conditions
of distress or who may make emergency
landings by reason of accident, distress,
or mistake.

Article 1

1. A Contracting Party which dis-
covers that the personnel of a spacecrait
have met with accident or are experienc-
ing conditions of distress, or have made
an emergency landing, shall notify with-
out delay the State of registry or inter-
national organization responsible for
launching, or the Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

Desiring to promote the further ded
velopment of international co-operatigy
in the exploration and use of outer space

Recalling resolution 1962 (XVIII) end
titled “Declaration of Legal Principle
Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space”
which was adopted unanimously by the
United Nations General Assembly of
13 December 1964, ;

Noting the Treaty on Principles Go
erning the Activities of States in the E
ploration and Use of Outer Space, inclug:
ing the Moon and other Celestial Bodieg
signed on 27th January 1967, and i
particular Articles V and VIII of tha
Treaty, |

Prompted by sentiments of humanity -
and having regard for the needs ofif
science, k3

Agree as follows:

[Definitions Article
For the purposes of this Agreement:
(@) “Launching State”... p
(b) “Space object” means an obje.ect of:
any of its component parts which 2

taunching State has launched or ats :
tempted to launch into outer space.]

Article 1

1. Fach Contracting Party shall, if?
accordance with the provisions of theg
present Agreement and using every apif
propriate means at is disposal, assist tl
personnel of spacecraft in the event
accident, distress or emergency landing
and safely and promptly return them tOj§
the launching State.

2. With a view to ensuring the returif
to the launching State of a space object
discovered beyond the limits of the t
ritory under the sovereignty, jurisdict}on;
or control of that State, each Contracting
Party shall, in co-operation where arg
propriate with other States, carry out thg i
duties provided for in the present Agree-F
ment,

Ariicle 2

A Contracting Party which receives in:
formation or discovers that personnel o'k
a spacecraft have suffered accident off
are experiencing conditions of distress
or have made an emergency landing:

(a) Shall do its utmost immediatelf
to ascertain and notify the launchiné
State; ‘

(b) If it cannot readily ascertain t‘hc,'
launching State, shall forthwith notlfiv
the State it presumes to be the launck
ing State;

(¢) Shall immediately notify the Se¢
retary-General of the United Nations.
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Comparative table (continued)

ASSISTANCE IN TERRITORY OF ConTRACTING ParTY

Article 2

1{, owing to accident, distress or emer-
gency landing, astronauts have appeared
in territory under the jurisdiction of one
of the Contracting Parties, this Contract-
ing Party shall immediately take all pos-
sible steps to rescue the astronauts and to
render them the necessary aid. It shall
inform the State which announced that
it had launched the spacecraft concerned,
and also the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, of the steps it is taking
and of their result.

Article 3

Each Contracting Party shall extend
every assistance to another Party to this
Agreement which has requested its aid
for the purpose of ensuring the speediest
possible discovery and rescue of astro-
nauts in the event of accident, distress
or emergency landing, Such assistance
may include permission to the State
which announced the launching of the
spacecraft to carry out with the use of
the necessary means and the personnel to
operate them, the search for and rescue
of the astronauts who have landed in the
territory of that Contracting Party.

Article 4

If information is received or it is dis-
covered that astronauts have alighted,
owing to accident or distress, on the
high seas or in any other place not under
the jurisdiction of any State, those Con-
tracting Parties which are in a position
to do so, shall extend assistance to the
State which announced that it had
launched the spacecraft concerned, in
carrying out search and rescue operations
for the astronauts.

Durty TO RETURN PERSCNNEL

RETURN OF SPACE OBJECTS

Article 2

2. Each Contracting Party shall per-
mit, subject to control by its own au-
thorities, the authorities of the State of
registry or international organization re-
sponsible for launching to provide
measures of assistance as may be neces-
sitated by the circumstances.

ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE TERRITORY OF CONTRACTING PARTY

Article 4

If information is received or it is dis-
covered that personnel of a spacecraft
have suffered accident, are in distress,
or have made an emergency landing, on
the high seas or in any other place not
under the jurisdiction of any State, and
the launching State is not in a position
immediately to undertake effective search
and rescue operations, such operations
shall be conducted, in close and continu-
ing co-operation with the launching
State, by those Contracting Parties which
are in a position to do so. The operations
shall be conducted in a manner designed
to assure speedy rescue and taking ac-
count of requests and technical advice
from the State which announced the
launching.

Article 3

1. A Contracting Party shall return
the personnel of a spacecraft who have
made an emergency landing by reason of
accident, distress or mistake promptly
and safely to the State of registry or in-
ternational organization responsible for
launching.

Article 1

2. A Contracting Party which dis-
covers that an object launched into outer
space or parts thereof have returned to

Article 3

1. If, as a result of accident, distress
or emergency landing, personnel of a
spacecraft are in territory under the
sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of a
Contracting Party, such Contracting
Party shall promptly take all steps that
it finds practicable to locate, rescue and
assist the personnel. It shall keep the
launching State, and the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, informed of
the steps so taken and of their result.

2. Ii the ‘Contracting Party considers
that assistance from the launching State
would contribute substantially to the ef-
fectiveness of search and rescue opera-
tions, it shall request the launching
State to co-operate with it in such opera-
tions, under the direction and control of
the Contracting Party.

Article 4

If information is received or it is dis-
covered that personnel of a spacecraft
have suffered accident, are in distress or
have made an emergency landing, on the
high seas or in any other place not under
the sovereignty, jurisdiction or control
of any State, and the launching State is
not in a position immediately to under-
take effective search and rescue opera-
tions, such operations shall be conducted,
in close and continuing co-operation with
the launching State, by those Contract-
ing Parties which are in a position to
do so.

Article 5

A Contracting Party shall safely and
promptly return to the launching State,
the personnel of a spacecraft who as a
result of accident, distress or emergency
have landed in territory under the sov-
ereignty, jurisdiction or control of that
Contracting Party, or whom it has
rescued elsewhere.

Avrticle 6

1. A Contracting Party which receives
information or discovers that a space
object has returned to Earth:
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REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES

Article 5
The expenses incurred by a Contracting
Party in meeting the requests for as-
sistance made by the State which an-
nounced that it had launched the space-
craft concerned, shall be reimbursed by
that State.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Comparative table (continued)

Earth shall notify without delay the State
of registry or international organization
responsible for launching, or the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations.

Article 3

2. Upon request by the State of reg-
istry or international organization re-
sponsible for launching, a Contracting
Party shall return to that State or inter-
national organization an object launched
into outer space or parts thereof that
have returned to Earth. Such State or in-
ternational organization shall, upon re-
quest, furnish identifying data.

(a) Shall do its utmost immediatelyg:
to ascertain and notify the launching
State;

(b) If it cannot readily ascertain th
launching State, shall forthwith notif
the State it presumes to be the launchin
State;

(¢) Shall immediately notify the Sec
retary~General of the United Nations.

2. A Contracting Party having soy
ereignty, jurisdiction or control over th
territory on which a space object hy
been discovered shall upon the reques
of the launching State take all steps tha
it finds practicable to recover the objec

3. A Contracting Party which has re.
covered a space object shall, upon the
request of the launching State, returnsf
the object to that State. i'

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of';g
paragraphs 2 and 3 wof this article, aé 3

Contracting Party which finds that a
space object discovered in territory under
its sovereignty, jurisdiction or control or
recovered by it elsewhere is of a haz..
ardous or deleterious nature may so
notify the launching State, which shallgf
thereupon take prompt and effective RE
steps, under the direction and control of 3
the Contracting Party, to recover the3f
object and to remove it from territory §f
under the sovereignty, jurisdiction or%
control of the Contracting Party or other- %
wise to eliminate danger of harm.

5. If in fulfilling its obligations under¥
paragraph 2 or 3 of this article a Con-
tracting Party considers that assistance;
from the launching State would facilitate;
substantially the recovery or return of a
space object, the Contracting Party shall
request the launching State to co-operate
with it in recovery or return operations
under the direction and control of the
Contracting Party.

6. A State which requests the returngy
of a space object shall, if requested by:§
the Contracting Party which has dis-
covered the object in territory under its
sovereignty, jurisdiction or control or
has recovered it elsewhere, furnish to the
Contracting Party identifying data prior
to the return of the object.

Article 6
7. The expenses incurred by the Con-
tracting Party in fulfilling its obligations
under the present Agreement in respect
of the recovery or the return of a space:
object shall be reimbursed by the State
to which the object is returned.

Article 7

1. If an intergovernmental organi
tion which conducts or is preparing to
conduct activities in outer space deposit
with the Secretary-General of the Unite
Nations a declaration that it accepts and
undertakes to comply with the provisions’é
of the present Agreement, those prov
sions shall apply to that organization i
like manner as they apply to a State

Agenda item 32

15

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Comparative table (continued)

Article 4

Any dispute arising from the interpre-
tation or application of this Agreement
may be referred by any Contracting
Party thereto to the International Court
of Justice for decision.

PARTIES TO AGREEMENT, SIGNATURE AND ACCESSION

Article 6

1. This Agreement shall be open to all
States for signature. Any State which
does not sign this Agreement before its
entry into force in accordance with para-
graph 3 of this article may accede to it at
any time.

RATIFICATION AND DEPOSITARY

Article 6

2. This Agreement shall be subject to
ratification by signatory States. Instru-
ments of ratification and instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Gov-
ernments of ...which are hereby desig-
nated the Depositary Governments.

ENTRY INTO FORCE

Article 6

3. This Agreement shall enter into
force upon the deposit of instruments of
ratification by five Governments including
the Governments designated as Deposi-
tary Governments under this Agreement.

4. For States whose instruments of
ratification or accession are deposited
subsequent to the entry into force of this

greement, it shall enter into force on
the date of the deposit of their instru-
ments of ratification or accession.

\J
Notmricatrow By pEPOSITARY

Article 6

5. The Depositary Governments shall
Promptly inform all signatory and ac-
ceding States of the date of each signa-
ture, the date of deposit of each instru-
ment of ratification of and accession
to this Agreement, the date of its entry
nto force and other notices.

Article 7

This Agreement shall be open for
signature by States Members of the
United Nations or of any of the spe-
cialized agencies or Parties to the Statute
of the International Court of Justice,
and by any other State invited by the
General Assembly of the United Nations
to become a party. Any such State which
does not sign this Agreement may accede
to it at any time.

Article 8

This Agreement shall be subject to
ratification or approval by signatory
States. Instruments of ratification or ap-
proval and instruments of accession shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

Article 9

This Agreement shall enter into force
upon the deposit of the second instrument
of ratification, approval, or accession. It
shall enter into force as to a State ratify-
ing, approving, or acceding thereafter
upon deposit of its instrument of ratifi-
cation, approval, or accession.

Article 10

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall inform all States referred
to in article 7 of signatures, deposits of
instruments of ratification, approval, or
accession, the date of entry into force
of this Agreement, proposals for amend-
ment, notifications of acceptances of
amendments, and notices of withdrawal.

and references to a State, or to a launch-

ing State, shall be read and construed
accordingly.

2. Each Contracting Party to the
present Agreement undertakes to use its
best endeavours to ensure that any inter-
governmental organization which con-
ducts space activities, and of which it is
a constituent member, is authorized to
make, and will make, the declaration
referred to in the preceding paragraph.
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REGISTRATION
Article 6
6. This Agreement shall be registered
by the Depositary Governments pursuant
to Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

AMENDMENTS
Article 7

Any State Party to the Agreement may
propose amendments to this Agreement.
Amendments shall enter into force for
each State Party to the Agreemex}t ac-
cepting the amendments upon their ac-
ceptance by a majority of the States
Parties to the Agreement and thereafter
for each remaining State Party to the
Agreement on the date of acceptance

by it.

WITHDRAWAL FROM AGREEMENT

Comparative table (continued)

Article 5

A Contracting Party may propose
amendments to this Agreement. Amend-
ments shall come into force for each
Contracting Party accepting the amend-
ments on acceptance by a majority of
the Contracting Parties and thereafter
for each remaining Contracting Party on
acceptance by it.

Article 6

Any Contracting Party may give notice
of its withdrawal from this Agreement
two vears after its entry into force by
written notification to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. Such with-
drawal shall take effect one year from
the date of receipt by the Secretary-
General of the notification,

AUTHENTIC TEXTS AND DEPOSIT OF AGREEMENT

Article 8

This Agreement, of which the Rugsian,
English, French, Spanish and Chinese
texts are equally authentic, shall b_e
deposited in the archives of t.he Depo.sx-
tary Governments. Duly certified copies
of “this Agreement shall be transmitted
by the Depositary Governments to the
Governments of the signatory and acced-
ing States.

N WITNESS WHERECF the undersigned,
duly authorized, have signed this Agree-
ment.

DONE in ... copies at...

Appendix 11

d other documents relating to

Article 11

The original of this Agreement, of
which the Chinese, English, TFrench,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations,
who shall send certified copies thereof
to all States referred to in article 7.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersignec_l,
being duly authorized, have signed this

Agreement.
poNE at ... this ...
day of ... 196. . ..

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

]
;

o |
:
>

o b e S e 0 i S
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Proposals, amendments an ? 2
liability for demage caused by the launching of objects
into outer space

BELGIUM : REVISED DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE UNIFICATION OF

CERTAIN RULES GOVERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY

SPACE DEVICES TO THIRD PARTIES ON THE SURFACE OF THE

:EARTH AND TO AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT
(A/AC105/C2/L.7/Rev.3)

The Contracting Parties,

Recalling the terms of the Treaty, 'si‘g‘ned on 27 ]a'nuary
1967, on Principles Governing the Activities of. States in the
Exploration and Use of QOuter Space, including the Moon
and Other Celestial Bodies,

Recognizing that activities in the ez.cploration f"md peaceful
uses of outer space may from time to time result in damag.e,.

Recognizing the need to establish ru.les .gove'ming liability
with a view to ensuring that compensation 1s paid for damage
thus caused,

(a) The provisions of this Convention shall apply to coml

pensation for damage caused to persons Or property by 4

space device or space devices. They shall not apply to comg

pensation for damage caused in the territory of the Iaunchﬂ;ﬁ f
>

State or suffered by its nationals or permanent residents,
for damage caused by a space device to another space dewgg

(b) The occurrence of the event causing the damage 5}1
create a liability for compensation once proof has been giv
that there is a relationship of cause and effect between
damage, on the one hand, and the launching, motion or desc!
of all or part of the space device, on the other hand. :

(¢) If the damage suffered results either wholly or partiaul

Sratat

o

%

from an act or omission on the part of the applicant Stitg

or of natural or juridical persons that it represents and §
act or omission has been committed, either with intent
cause damage or rashly and in full knowledge .that dam
will probably result, the liability of the launching Stat

')
Asu'aw:s,x%.—

pay compensation under this Convention shall, to that exteZfg

he wholly or partially extinguished.

- to lawb
| SIx months after the date of its establishment and its decisions

L am
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Article 2

«Damage” shall be understood to mean loss of life, bodily
ijury OF damage to property for which compensation may
;)J claimed and assessed under the national law of the person
inejured, or if not, under applicable principles of international
faw.

«[aunching” shall be understood to mean an attempted
{aunching or 2 launching operation proper, whether or not it
fulfils the expectations of those responsible therefor.

uSpace device” shall be understogd to mean any device in-
tended to move in space and sustained there by means other
than the reaction of air, as well as any constituent elem.ent
of such device or of the equipment used for its launching
or propulsi'on.

«Launching State” shall be understood to mean the State
or States which carry out the launching of a space device or,
when the applicant State is not able to determine the said
State or States, the State whose territory is used for such
launching.

“Applicant State” shall be understood to mean the State
which has been injured, or whose nationals, whether natural
or juridical persons, or whose permanent residents have been
injured, and which presents a claim for compensation.

Article 3

{ The launching State shall be held liable for compensation

for damage caused in the circumstances stated in article 1
and defined in article 2. If several States participate in the
launching of a space device, they shall be held jointly and
severally liable.

Article 4

(a) Within two years after the occurrence of the damage,
or after the identification of the State liable under article 1,
the applicant State shall present through the diplomatic
channel, to the State which it holds liable, all claims for com-
pensation concerning itself and its nationals and residents.
A Contracting Party may request another State to present
its claim and otherwise represent its interest in the event
that it does not maintain diplomatic relations with the launching
State,

(b) If the applicant State or a person represented by it
brings an action for compensation before the Courts or ad-
ministrative organs of the State receiving the claim, it shall
no longer be able to present a claim for compensation for the

;. same damage under the provisions of this Convention. The

id provisions shall not be considered to require, by implica-

-~ on, the prior exhaustion of such remedies as may exist under

the rules of ordinary law in the State receiving the claim.

(¢) U the State receiving the claim has not taken, within
six months after being approached, a decision considered satis-
faC'FOFY by the applicant State, the latter may have recourse to
arbitration,

Within ninety days of the date of the request addressed to

it by_ the applicant State, the State receiving the claim shall
- dbpoint one arbitrator, the applicant State shall appoint a

secon‘d and the President of the International Court of Justice
a thlr@. If the States receiving the claim fails to appoint
'ts arbitrator within the prescribed period, the person appointed
by the President of the International Court of Justice shall
be the sole arbitrator.

The Arbitration Commission shall take its decisions according
and by majority vote. It shall make an award within

shal] be binding.

R (d) Sums due in compensation for damage shall be fixed
ind Payable either in the currency of the applicant State or
N a freely transferable currency.

(_6) The periods specified in this article shall not be subject

to : .
nterruption or suspensior.

* The Bﬂgiar} delegation reserves the right to submit an
bendment dealing with the principle enunciated in this article.
bo”(‘}”ﬂ alternative might be “take its decisions ex aequo et

(f) There shall be joinder of claims where there is more
than one applicant in respect of damage due to the same event
or where more than one State is liable and the damage was
caused by more than one space device.

Article 5

This Convention shall be open for signature by States
Members of the United Nations or any of the specialized
agencies or parties to the Statute of the International Court
of Justice, and by any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to the
Convention. Any such State which does not sign this Conven-
tion may accede to it at any time.

This Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval
by signatory States. Instruments of ratification or approval
and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

This Convention shall enter into force thirty days after the
date of the deposit of three instruments of ratification, approval
or accession. For each State which deposits its instrument of
ratification, approval or accession after the entry into force
provided for in the preceding paragraph, this Convention
shall enter into force on the date of deposit of such instru-
ment.

Article 6

International organizations which undertake to comply
with this Convention shall have the same rights and obliga-
tions as States. The States members of the said international
organizations shall be held jointly and severally liable for
the obligations of the latter, whether or not such States
are parties to the Convention. The accession of an inter-
national organization shall be accompanied by a notification
of the joint and several obligations so assumed by the States
members of the organization concerned.

The claims referred to in article 4 (a) may, in the case
of the international organization, be presented through the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 7

Each Contracting Party may notify the Secretary-General
of the United Nations of its withdrawal from this Convention
not less than five years after its entry into force. Such with-
drawal shall take effect one year after receipt of the notice,
which must be in writing. Such withdrawal shall not relieve
the Contracting Party concerned of any obligation or liability
arising from damage inflicted before its withdrawal takes
effect.

Article 8

This Convention may be amended or supplemented at the
proposal of one or more Contracting Parties. Such amend-
ments shall take the form of additional protocols which shall
be binding on such Contracting Parties as ratify, approve or
accede to them. Such protocols shall enter into force when
the majority of the Contracting Parties to this Convention
have thus accepted them.

Article 9

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform
signatory States, and those which ratify, approve or accede
to this Convention, of signatures, the deposit of instruments of
ratification, approval or accession, the entry into force of this
Convention, proposals for amendments, notifications of ac-
ceptance of additional protocols, and notices of withdrawal.

Article 10

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
who shall send certified true copies to all signatory States
and to any State Member of the United Nations which so
requests.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have
signed this Convention,

DONE at... onm....
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Un~iTeEp STATES OF AMERICA: DRAFT CONVENTION CONCERNING
LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE LAUNCHING OF OBJECTS
INTO OUTER SPACE

(A/AC.105/C2/L.19)

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing that activities in the peacefgl exploration
and use of outer space may on occasion result in damage,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Ac_tivities
of States in the Exploration and Use of Out}_ler Space, includ-
ing the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, signed on January
27, 1967, )

Seeking to establish a uniform rule of liabillity and a sxmple
and expeditious procedure governing financial compensation
for damage, ‘

Belicving that the establishment of such a procedure \yﬂl
contribute to the growth of friendly relations and co-operation
among nations,

Agree as follows:

Article 1. Definitions

For the purpose of this Convention

(a) “Damage” means loss of life, personal injury, or damage
to property whether partial or total. ‘

(b) The term “jaunching” includes attempted launchings.

(¢) “Launching State” means a Contragtiug Party, or an
international organization that has transmitted a declarahqn
to the Secretary-General under article V, paragrap}} 1, of thx‘s
Convention, that launches or activel_y zmgl substantially parti-
cipates in the launching of an object .mto .outer space, Of
from whose territory or facility an object 1s la}mched {n‘oo
outer space, or that exercises control over the orbit or trajec-
tory of such an object.

(d) “Presenting State” means a Contragting Party, or an
international organization that has transmitted a declaration
to the Secretary-General under article V, paragra‘ph 1, of this
Convention, that presents a claim for compensation to a re-
spondent State. '

(&) “Respondent State” means a launching State from which
compensation is sought under this Convention.

Avrticle II. Liability

1. The launching State shall be absolutely liable to pay
compensation to the presenting State, in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention, for glamage shown to have
been caused by the launching, tranmsit or descent of all or
part of a space object. '

2. If the damage suffered results either wholly or partially
from a wilful or reckless act or omission on the part of thp
presenting State, or of natural or juridical persons that it
represents, the liability of the Iauncl.ling §tate to pay com-
pensation under paragraph 1 of this article shall, to that
extent, be wholly or partially extinguished.

3. There shall be no lability under this Conventionvf_or
damage caused to persons and property within_ a launch fac11.1ty
or immediate recovery area for participation m or obse{vahon
of the launch or recovery, or to space ohjects and their per-
sonnel during launching, transit or descent.

Article III. Multiple respondent States

1. If under paragraph 1 of article IT or paragraph 3 of
article V two or more launching States would be Iiable_ to
pay compensation, the presenting State may proceed against
any or all such States individually or jointly for the total
amount of damages.

2 When the presenting State proceeds against less than
all possible respondent States, the State or States_proceeded
against shall within three months give formal notice to any
other launching States which may be involved, and the States
so notified shall also become respondent States and shallipar-
ticipate in the settlement or other disposition of the claim.

3. When a claim has been presented to only one.launching
State and it does not notify and join other launching States

under paragraph 2 of this article, it shall pay the entire co
pensation which is found to be due. 1f any launching Stateg
are originally joined, or if a respondent State notifies ang
joins the other launching States, any settlement, agreement g
judgement shall specify the apportionment of liability among
the several respondent States. i

4. Tf a number of Contracting States co-operate in
launching, and if they reduce the terms of their co-operatiog
to writing and file a copy thereof with the Secretary.
General of the United Nations, presenting States shall be ¢
notice as to those terms and shall be bound to observe th
proportionate shares of liability assumed by the several Cop
tracting States. If payment of the specified proportiona
share has not been made by one or more respondent State
six months after the amount of over-all liability has beg
ascertained, a presenting State may demand payment from ap
other respondent State as provided in article III, paragraph 62k

5. The amount recoverable by the presenting State from anyif
one respondent State shall be reduced to the extent of ang
compensation received in respect of that claim by the presentingg 1
State from any other respondent State, so that in no cawsf
shall the aggregate of the compensation paid in respect of:‘%k
any one claim exceed the amount which would be payables
under this Convention if omly one respondent State werd
liable.

6. 1f any one of several respondent States fails to pay it{}
proportionate share of the over-all liability within six month‘
of the date of the ascertainment of the amount due, the
presenting State may demand payment from any or all of
the other respondent States. i

7. A respondent State which has not paid its proportionaté
share of the over-all liability to the presenting State shall be
obligated to reimburse the other respondent States for theit§
payments in excess of their proportionate shares. i

8. The periods specified in this article shall not be subjet:f
to interruption or suspension. i |

Article V. Measure of damages o

The compensation which a State shall be liable to pay
for damage under this Convention shall be determined it
accordance with applicable principles of international law;
justice and equity. K |

Article V. International organisations

1. If an international organization which conducts spactk
activities transmits to the Secretary-General of the United:

(

Nations a declaration that it accepts and undertakes to compl

with the provisions of the present Convention, all the providk
sions, except articles XII, XV, XVI, and XVII, shall apply:

to the organization as they apply to a State which is @
Contracting Party. ’

2. The Contracting Parties to the present Convention unders
take to use their best endeavours to ensure that any internationa
organization which conducts space activities and of which they]

are constituent members is authorized to make and will makt§

the declaration referred to in paragraph 1 of this article.

3. If within one year of the date on which compensation ha§

been agreed upon or otherwise established pursuant to articlexlj_
an international organization fails to pay such compensatiohs

each member of the organization which is a Contractinf§

Party shall, upon service of notice of such default by.thﬁ.
presenting State within three months of such default, be llablf;

for such compensation in the manner and to the extent SQS

forth in article I1L

Article VI. Presenting o claim

1. A Contracting Party which suffers damage referred
in article IT, paragraph 1, or whose natural or juridical perso]

suffer such damage, may present a claim for compensation tof, 1

respondent State or States.

2. A Contracting Party may also present to a respond'e
State a claim of any natural person, other than a person th}HS
the nationality of a respondent State, permanently residitf

7 3

A

in its territory. However, a claim of any individual claim®§

may be presented by only one Contracting Party.
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3. A claifn shall be presented through the diplomatic channel.
A Contracting Party may request another State to present its
claint and otherwise represent its interest in the event that it
does not maintain diplomatic relations with a respondent State.

4 Notice of a claim must be presented within one year
of the date on which the accident occurred or, if the presenting
Gtate could not reasonably be expected to have known of the
facts giving rise to the claim, within one year of the date on
which these facts became known to the presenting State even
if the nature or extent of the damages may not be known to
the presenting State.

Article VII. Nationals

A State shall not be liable under this Convention for damage
suffered by its own nationals or nationals of other respondent
States or by juridical persons beneficially owned by such
nationals, to the extent of such ownership.

Article VIII. Limitation of Lability; apportionment

1. The lia.bility of the launching State or States shall not
exceed ... with respect to each launching.

2. If' the total amount otherwise payable with respect to
the claims presented exceeds the limit of liability provided by
this article, the following rules shall apply:

(q) If the allowa]>153 claims are exclusively in respect of loss
of life or personal injury, or exclusively in respect of damage
to property, such claims shall be reduced proportionately.

(b) If the allowable claims are both in respect of loss of life
or personal injury and in respect of damage to property, three
fourths of the total sum distributable shall be appropriated
preferenti'ally to meet claims in respect of loss of life and
personal injury and, if insufficient, shall be distributed propor-
tionately between the claims concerned. The remainder of the
total sum distributable shall be distributed proportionately
among the claims in respect of damage to property and the
portion not already covered of the claims in respect of loss of
life and personal injury.

Article IX. Exhaustion of remedies

1 The.z presentation of a claim under this Convention shall
not require exhaustion of any remedies which might otherwise
exist in a respondent State.

2. If, however, the presenting State, or a natural or juridical
person whpm it might represent, elects to pursue a claim in
the admin@trative agencies or courts of a respondent State
or purste international remedies outside this Convention, the
presenting State shall not be entitled to pursue such claim
under this Convention against such respondent State.

Article X. Clatms commissions

_1..If a claim presented under this Convention is not settled
within one year from the date on which documentation is com-
pleted, t!le.presenting State may request the establishment of
4 commission to decide the claim. The competence of such
Commission shall extend to any dispute arising from the
Interpretation or application of this Convention. The respondent
State and the presenting State shall each promptly appoint one
berson to serve on the commission and a third person, who
shall act as a chairman, shall be appointed by the Preysident
?ji]the Intern'atiox)al Court of Justice. If the respondent State
. S to appoint its meqlb&‘ within three months, the person
abpomted by the President of the International Court of
ustice shall constitute the sole member of the commission.

tali DI\;;? mc;ease in the membership of the commission shall
e acAe where two or more presenting States or respondent
The )rele joined in any one proceeding before the commission.
Derso; tsentmg States so Jomi?d 'shal.l collectively appoint one
subjeet tO Sherve on the commission in the same manner and
Present: ot e same (;Oﬂ‘dlthnS as would be the case for a single
hlt l.ltmg bta.te., Similarly, where two or more respondent
;D‘S:;vélre so joined, Fhe'y sl}all collectively appoint one person
or e onl the commission in the same way. If the presenting
three Do‘n(.ent States fail to -appoint their member within

months, the person appointed by the President of the

Intemational.Court of Justice shall constitute the sole member
of the commission.

3. The commission shall determine its own procedure.

4. The commission shall conduct its business and arrive at

it.s decision by majority vote. Such decision shall state the
views of the members of the commission.

5.. .T‘he decision of the commission shall be rendered ex-
peditiously and shall be binding upon the parties.

6. The expenses incurred in connexion with any proceeding
!Jefore the commission shall be divided equally between present-
ing and respondent States,

Article XI. Currency

Payment of compensation shall be made in the currency of
th'e presenting State or a currency convertible readily and
w1thout. loss of value into the currency of or used by the
presenting State.

Article XII. Settlement of disputes

Subj.ect to prior recourse to proceedings under article X
any dispute arising from the interpretation or application o%
this Convention, which is not previously settled by other
peaceful means, may be referred by any Contracting Party
thereto to the International Court of Justice for decision.

Article XIII. Amendments

A‘Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Con-
vention. An amendment shall come into force for each Contract-
ing Party accepting the amendment on acceptance by a majority
of the Contracting Parties, and thereafter for each remaining
Contracting Party on acceptance by it.

Article XIV. Withdrawal

A Contracting Party may give notice of withdrawal from
th1§ Cor}vention five years after its entry into force by written
notnﬁcat'lon to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Sucl'} withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date of
receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General. A State
withdrawing from this Convention shall not thereby be relieved
of any obligation or liability with respect to damages arising
before withdrawal becomes effective,

Article XV. Signature and accession

The Convention shall be open for signature by States Mem-~
bers of Fhe United Nations or of any of the specialized agencies.
or Parties to the Statute of the International Court of Justice
and by any other State invited by the General Assembly oft
the Uniteq Nations to become a party. Any such State which
does not sign this Convention may accede to it at any time,

drticle XVI. Ratification: depositary

This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory
States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession

shal.l be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

Article XVII. Entry into force

This anvention shall enter into force thirty days following
the deposit of Ifhe fifth instrument of ratification or accession,
It shall enter into force as to a State ratifying or acceding

thereafter upon deposit of its instrument of ratification or
accession,.

Article XVIII. Depositary’s duties

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform
all States referred to in article XV and all organizations which
have made dfeclarations under article V, paragraph 1, of signa-
tures, erosns of instruments of ratification or accession
declargtlons referred to in article V, paragraph 1, the date of’
entry into force of this Convention, proposals for ,amendments
{1otlﬁcat1011s of acceptances of amendments, the date of entr)
into force of each amendment, and notices of withdrawa]y
and' shall transmit to those States and organizations certiﬁedp
copies of each amendment proposed. ’




20 General Assembly—Twenty-second Session—Annexes

Article XIX

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
who shall send certified copies of each to the States mentioned
in article XV.

HUNGARY : REVISED DRAFT CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY
FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE LAUNCHING OF OBJECTS INTO
OUTER SPACE

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.10/Rev.1)

The Contracting States,

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in furthering
the peaceful exploration and use of outer space,

Recalling the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
adopted by the General Assembly on 13 December 1963 as
resolution 1962 (XVIII),

Considering that the States and international organizations
involved in the launching of objects into outer space should be
internationally liable for damage caused by these objects,

Recognizing the need for establishing international rules and -

procedures concerning such liability to ensure protection against
damage caused by objects launched into outer space,

Believing that the establishment of such rules and procgdures
would facilitate the taking of the greatest po.sslb.le precautionary
measures by States and international organizations mvolveq in
the launching of objects into outer space to protect against
damage inflicted by objects launched into outer space,

Hawve decided to conclude the present Convention

THE SCOPE OF LIABILITY

Article I

1. The provisions of this Convention shall apply to com-
pensation for loss of life, personal injury or other impairment of
health, and damage to property {hereinafter called “damage”) :

(@) Caused by an object faunched into outer space; or

(b) Caused in outer space, in the atmosphere or on the
ground by any manned or unmanned space vehicle or any object
after being launched, or conveyed into outer space in any other
way, but they shall not apply to nuclear damage resulting from
the nuclear reactor of space objects.

2. Liability is also incurred even if, for any reason, the
space vehicle or other object has not reached outer space.

3. For the purpose of this Convention “space object” means
space ships, satellites, orbital laboratories, containers and any
other devices designed for movement in outer space and sus-
tained there otherwise than by the reaction of air, as well as
the means of delivery of such objects and any parts thereof.

Article I

1. Liability under this Convention shall not exceed .. .

2. A claim for damage may be advanced on the ground of
loss of profits and moral damage whenever compensation for
such damage is provided for by the law of the State liable
for damage in general.

Article 11T

Unless otherwise provided in articles IV and V, exemption
from liability may be granted only in so far as the State liable
produces evidence that the damage has resulted from natural
disaster or from a wilful act or from gross negligence of the
party suffering the damage.

Article IV

1. Whenever damage is done to a space object or to persons
and property on board by another space object, no claim shall
arise between each other, except in so far as the claimant State
produces evidence that the damage has been caused because of
the fault of the other State or of a person on behalf of whom
the latter State might present a claim (article VIII).

2. 1f in the case mentioned in paragraph 1, a claim arises on
the part of a third State, liability of the States liable for the
space objects shall be joint and several.

Article V

The State shall assume liability for damage caused on the
ground, in the atmosphere or in outer space, if the damage
occurred while exercising an unlawful activity in outer space

or the space vehicle or object was launched for unlawful pur-
poses, or if the damage has otherwise resulted from an unlawful 3
activity. In such cases, the State liable shall be barred from

any exoneration whatsoever.

THE SUBJECT OF LIABILITY

Article VI
1. Liability for damage shall rest with the State or interna-

tional organization which has launched or attempted to launch <
the space vehicle or object, or in the case of a common under- -
taking, with all the States participating in the undertaking or

with the State from whose territory or from whose facilities
the launching was made, or with the State which owns or
possesses the space vehicle or object causing the damage.

2. Where liability may be laid upon more than one State &
or international organization, their liability towards the claimant

shall be joint and several.

Article VII

Tf liability for damage rests with an international organiza-
tion, the financial obligations towards States suffering damage
shall be met by the international organization and by its mem-
ber States jointly and severally.

CLAIMS, PAYMENT, ARBITRATION

Article VIII

A claim for damage may be made by a State in whose terri-

tory damage has occurred or in respect of damage suffered by
its citizens or legal entities whether in the territory of that

State or abroad.
Article IX

A claim must be presented within one year of the date of -

occurrence of the damage, or of the identification of the State

that is liable. If the applicant State could not reasonably be .:f
expected to have known of the facts giving rise to the claim, &

the claim must be presented within one year of the date on
which these facts officially became known.

Article X

The claim shall be presented through diplomatic channels. - ;

The claimant State may request a third State to represent its

interests in the event it has no diplomatic relations with the ;;“,

State liable.
Article XI

1. In case the State liable does not satisfy the claim of the ?
claimant State, the claim for compensation shall be presented
to a committee of arbitration set up by the two States on a
basis of parity. This committee will determine its own procedure. .

2. Should the committee mentioned in paragraph 1 not arrive

at a decision, the States may agree upon an international

arbitration procedure or any other method of settlement ac-
ceptable to both States.

Article XII

Claim for compensation for damage caused by a space ship -}
of a foreign State shall not constitute ground for sequestration .*
or for the application of enforcement tneasures to such space

ship.
FINAL CLAUSES

Article X111

1. This Convention shall be open for signature to all States.
It shall be subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification :
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shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

2 It shall enter into force thirty days after the deposit
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the fifth
jnstrument of ratification.

Article XIV

After the Convention enters into force it shall be open for
accession to other States. Instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article XV

With respect to each State which ratifies the Convention or
accedes thereto after the deposit of the fifth instrument of
ratification, the Convention shall enter into force thirty days
after the date of deposit by the State of its instrument of
ratification or accession.

Article XV1

Any Contracting State may denounce this Convention by
notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
The denunciation shall take effect one year after the date on
which the notification has been received by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

Article XVII

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify
all States concerning :

(a) The signature of this Convention and the deposit of
instruments of ratification or accession in accordance with
articles XIIT and XIV;

(b) The date of entry into force of this Convention in ac-
cordance with articles XIIT and XV;

(¢) Denunciations received in accordance with article XVIL.

Article XVIII

The original of this Convention, of which the texts in the
Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages are
equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, who shall transmit certified copies
thereof to all States.

HUNGARY : PROPOSAL
(A/AC.105/C2/L.24 and Add.1)

In the revised draft convention concerning liability for damage
caused by the launching of objects into outer space (A/AC.105/
C.2/1.10/Rev.1) submitted by Hungary:

) (1) Replace sub-paragraph 1 (a) of article I by the follow-
mng text:

“(e) caused by an object during its launching into outer
space; or”;

(2) Replace paragraph 1 of article VI by the following text:

“1. Liability for damage shall rest with the State or
international organization which has launched or attempted
to launch the space vehicle or object or has procured the
launching, or with the State from whose territory or facility
the launching was made.”;

(3) Delete paragraph 1 of article II.

ARGENTINA : PROPOSAL
(A/AC.105/C.2/1.22)
Definition to be included in the definitions section or article:

“For the purposes of this Agreement, the tcrm ‘space vehi-
cle’ means any device launched by man, exclusively for peace-
ful purposes, for the exploration or use of outer space,
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, as well as
the equipment used for launching and propulsion and any
parts detached therefrom.”

ARGENTINA: AMENDMENT T0 ARTICLES X AND XII oF THE
UNITED STATES DRAFT, TO ARTICLE 4 OF THE BELGIAN DRAFT,
AND TO ARTICLE X1 oF THE HUNGARIAN DRAFT

(A/AC.105/C2/L.25)

Arbitration commission

1. If a claim presented under this Convention is not settled
within one year from the date on which documentation is com-
pleted, the presenting State may request the establishment of
a commission to decide the claim. The competence of such com-
n_1ission shall extend to any dispute arising from the interpreta-
tion or application of this Convention. The presenting State
and the respondent State shall each promptly appoint one
person to serve on the commission, and the Secretary-General
of the United Nations shall appoint a third person, who shall
act as chairman, from a list of legal experts which he shall
draw up as soon as this Convention enters into force and in
which all geographical areas and legal systems shall be repre-
sented. If the respondent State fails to appoint its member within
three months, the expert appointed by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations shall be the sole arbitrator.

2. No increase in the membership of the commission shall
take place where two or more presenting States or respondent
States are joined in any one proceeding before the commission,
the respective members in such cases being appointed collectively.

3. The commission shall establish its own procedure.

4: .The commission shall conduct its business and arrive at its
decision by majority vote. Such decision shall state the views
of each member of the commission, which shall be published.

5. The decision of the commission shall be rendered within
six months and shall be binding upon the parties.

6. The expenses incurred in connexion with any proceeding
before the commission shall be divided equally between pre-
senting and respondent States,

INDIA : PROPOSAL
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.26)

“Damage” means loss of or injury to life and destruction
or loss of or damage to property of persons, natural or juridical,
caused on the earth, in the air or in outer space by the launch-
ing of a space object or in the course of its journey and will
include damage caused by persons or things carried by it
Damage may be instant or delayed, direct or indirect.

CANADA : PROPOSAL
(A/AC.105/C.2/1L.27)

“Damage” means loss of life, personal injury or other im-
pairment of health, or damage to property of States or of
persons, natural or juridical.

TEXT PROVISIONALLY AGREED UPON BY WORKING Group II
(WG.11/31 and Corr.1)

“Damage” means loss of life, personal injury or other im-
pairment of health, or damage to property of States or of their
persons, natural or juridical, or of international organizations.

POINTS ON WHICH AGREEMENT WAS REACHED IN WORKING
Group II

(WG.11/32)

A. The term “launching” should include “attempted launch-
ing”.

B. In defining the term “launching State” the following ele-
ments should be included:c

¢ The question whether the States referred to in 2 and 3
should he liable primarily, or ouly secondarily (if the State
referred to in 1 above cannot be identified), was left for further
consideration.
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1. The State which launches or attempts to launch the space
object or the space device;

2. The State from whose territory the space object or the
space device was launched;

3. The State from whose facility the space object or space
device was launched,

EXTENT OF PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT REACHED OF EXEMPTIONS
N WorkING Groupr II

(WG.I1/33/Rev.1)

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to damages
sustained by :

(a) Nationals of the launching State;

(b) Foreign nationals in the immediate vicinity of a planned
launching or recovery area as the result of an invitation by the
launching State.

No agreement was reached on whether the Convention should
apply to damages sustained by:

(a) Persons who are permanent residents but not nationals
of the applicant (presenting) State;

(b) A spacecraft and its personnel during launching, transit
or descent.

Bercrus, Huncary AnD UNITED STATES: EXTENT OF AGREE-
MENT ON PRESENTATION OF A CLAIM

(WG.IT/34 and Add.l)

1. A claim may be presented by the applicant (presenting)
(claimant) State through the diplomatic channel. Presentation
of a claim under the Convention shall not require the prior
exhaustion of any local remedies that may be available in the
launching (respondent) State.

2. In the event the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State
does not have diplomatic relations with the launching (respon-
dent) State, the former may request a third State to present
its claim and otherwise represent its interests.

BercruMm, HUNGARY AND UNITED STATES: EXTENT OF AGREE-
MENT ON ARBITRATION IN THE EVENT OF DISPUTE

(WG.I1/35)

If a claim presented under the Convention is not settled
within six months from the date on which the applicant (pre-
senting) (claimant) State completes its documentation, the
applicant (presenting) (claimant) State may refer the matter
to an arbitral commission.

BeLGiunM, HUNGARY AND UNITED STATES: EXTENT OF AGREE-
MENT ON EXEMPTIONS

(WG.11/36)

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to damages
sustained by :

(a) Nationals of the launching State;

(b) Foreign nationals in the immediate vicinity of a planned
launching or recovery area as the result of an invitation by
the launching State.

No agreement was reached on whether the Convention should
apply to damages sustained by :

(o) Persons who are permanent residents but not nationals
of the applicant (presenting) State;

(b) A spacecraft and its personnel during launching, transit
or descent.

PoLAND: PROPOSAL
(WG.11/37)
Insert at the beginning of article VII of the Hungarian
draft:
“The provisions of this agreement shall apply mutatis

mutandis to international organizations which engage in ac-
tivities in outer space.”

Unitep KINGDOM: AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES DRAFT
(WG.I1/38)

Insert “individually or jointly” before the word “liable” in
paragraph 3 of article V.

ARGENTINA AND ITALY: PROPOSAL
(WG.I1/39)

Add the following after article 3 of the Belgian proposal,
article III, paragraph 1, of the United States proposal or
article VI, paragraph 2, of the Hungarian proposal, whichever
is adopted as the final text on joint liability:

“The apportionment, among the States or international
organizations liable, of the total amount of compensation
jointly owed to the victim may be determined by prior
agreements.”

Bercium, HuNGary AnD UNITED STATES: EXTENT OF AGREE-
MENT ON FIELD OF APPLICATION

(WG.11/40)

The taunching (respondent) State should be absolutely liable
to pay compensation for damage caused on the surface of the
Farth and to aircraft in flight.

Note: No agreement was reached whether the launching
(respondent) State should, on proof of fault, be liable to pay
compensation for damage caused to space objects which have
left the surface of the Earth.

Bercium, HuNGARY AND UNITED STATES: EXTENT OF AGREE-
MENT ON LIABILITY OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

(WG.IT/41 and Add.1)

International organizations that launch objects into outer
space should be liable under the convention for damage caused
by such activities,

Note: No agreement was reached on the question whether
the individual and joint liability of the States members of the
international organization that are parties to the liability con-
vention :

(a) Should be residual and arise only in the event of default
by the international organization, or

(b) Should arise at the same time as the liability of the
international organization.

Nor was agreement reached on the question of the rights of
international organizations under the Convention. This problem
requires further consideration.

BerciuMm, Huweary anp UNITED STATES: EXTENT OF AGREE-
MENT ON TIME LIMITS FOR PRESENTATION OF CLAIMS

(WG.I1/42)

1. A claim may be presented not later than one year follow-
ing the date of the occurrence of the accident or the identifica-
tion of the party that is liable.

2. If the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State does not
know of the facts giving rise to the claim within the afore-
mentioned one-year period, it may present a claim within one
year following the date on which it learned of the facts; how-
ever, this period shall in no event exceed one year following
the date on which the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State
could reasonably be expected to have learned of the facts
through the exercise of due diligence.

3. The above-mentioned time-limits shall apply even if the
full extent of the damage may not be known. In this event,
however, the applicant (presenting) (claimant) State shall
be entitled to revise its claim and submit additional docu-
mentation beyond the above-mentioned time-limits until one
vear after the full extent of such damage is known.

et tse i
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FRANCE: DRAFT TEXT OF ARTICLE
(WG.I1/43)

When a space activity is undertaken by more than one State,
the State which procures the launching shall be held liable for
compensation for damage caused in the circumstances stated
in articles... (Any arrangements for the apportionment of the
amount of compensation payable will be a matter for the States
participating in the activity in (uestion to agree on among
themselves.)

ITALY : PROPOSALS
(WG.11/44)
Definitions

“Launching State” means a State which launches or procures
the launching of a space object registered in its name.

The international organizations referred to in article...shall
be treated for the purpose in the same way as States.d

Field of application

This Convention shall apply to any damage caused on
land, in the air and in outer space, with the sole exception of
such damage as may be caused during the launching of a space
object, at the launching-site.e

d This provision will greatly help the victims of the damage
and will prompt States participating in a launching to make
arrangements among themselves in advance.

e The last-mentioned category of damage may be considered
to be the domestic affair of the State in whose territory the
launching is carried out. All other damage should come within
the scope of the Convention for the very good reason that,
during flight, orbit or re-entry, the activity concerns the inter-
national community. What is more, it would be inadvisable to
make too many exceptions to the best uniform international
rule from the technical and practical point of view.

Nature of liability

The Italian delegation is reproducing, as a Working Paper
and as a general guide on the question of liability, the text
of the articles concerning liability contained in a preliminary
draft convention on the peaceful uses of ocuter space submitted
to the President of the United Nations General Assembly
in 1959,

The Italian delegation has already stated that, in its view,
liability for damage caused by outer space activity cannot be
equal (of the same nature) in all cases of damage, whether
occurring on the surface of the earth, in the air, or in outer
space.

The Italian delegation is aware that these articles (whose
scope is very general and, so to speak, in the sphere of ordinary
law) cannot be reproduced in the draft instrument on liability
which the Sub-Committee is at present discussing, inasmuch
as the draft in question is rightly concerned only with the inter-
national responsibility of States and international organizations.

The Italian delegation thinks, however, that the basic idea
embodied in the articles should be accepted, namely, that:

(a) In the case of damage caused on the surface of the earth,
it is right to apply the principle of absolute liability, the sole
exception being that of fault on the part of the victim;

(D) In the case of damage occurring in the air, ie. mainly
in the case of collision between a space object and an aircraft,
the principle to be applied is, on the contrary, that of ordinary-
law liability based on fault, there being a presumption juris
tantumn of fault against the space object;

(¢) The same principle of liability hecause of fault is also
to be applied in the case of damage occurring in outer space
(mainly in the case of collisions between space objects) but
with a presumption juris tantum of fault on both sides so
that the two last cases ((J) and (c¢)) would be open to proof
of the contrary.

Comparative table of provisions contained in the proposals submitted by Belgium (4/4C.105/C.2/L.7/Rev.3), the United
States of America (A/AC.105/C.2/L.19) and Hungary (A/AC.105/C.2/L.10/Rev.1 and A/AC.105/C.2/L.24 and Add.1)

(A/AC.105/C.2/W.2/Rev.4)

BELGIUM : DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE UNITED STATES
UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES GOVERN-
ING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY
SPACE DEVICES TO THIRD PARTIES ON THE
SURFACE OF THE EARTH AND TO AIR-

CRAFT IN FLIGHT

PreaMBLE

OF AMERICA:
CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR
DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE LAUNCHING OF
OBJECTS INTO QUTER SPACE

HUNGARY : DRAFT CONVENTION CONCERN-
ING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY
THE LAUNCHING OF OBJECTS INTO OUTER
SPACE

DRAFT

The Contracting Parties,

Recalling the terms of the Treaty,
signed on 27 January 1967, on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Quter Space,
inctuding the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies,

Recognizing that activities in the ex-
ploration and peaceful uses of outer space
may from time to time result in damage,

Recognizing the need to establish rules
governing liability with a view to ensur-
ing that compensation is paid for damage
thus caused,

Have agreed as follows :

The Contracting S'tates,

Recognizing that activities in the peace-
ful exploration and use of outer space
may on occasion result in damage,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Gov-
erning the Activities of States in the Ex-
ploration and Use of Outer Space, includ-
ing the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,
signed on January 27, 1967,

Seeking to establish a uniform rule of
liability and a simple and expeditious
procedure governing financial compensa-
tion for damage,

Believing that the establishment of such
a procedure will contribute to the growth
of friendly relations and cooperation
among nations,

Agree as follows:

The Contracting States,

Recognizing the common interest of
mankind in furthering the peaceful ex-
ploration and use of outer space,

Recalling the Declaration of Legal
Principles Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, adopted by the General As-
sembly on 13 December 1963 as resolution
1962 (XVIII),

Considering that the States and inter-
national organizations involved in the
launching of objects into outer space
should be internationally liable for
damage caused by these objects,

Recognizing the need for establishing
international rules and procedures con-
cerning such liahility to ensure protection
against damage caused by objects
launched into outer space,

Believing that the establishment of
such rules and procedures would facilitate
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DEFINITIONS
Article 2

“Damage” shall be understood to mean
loss of life, bodily injury or damage to
property for which compensation may be
claimed and assessed under the national
law of the person injured, or if not, un-
der applicable principles of international
law.

“] aunching” shall be understood to
mean an attempted launching or a launch-
ing operation proper, whether or not it
fulfils the expectations of those respon-
sible therefor.

“Space device” shall be understood to
mean any device intended to move in
space and sustained there by means other
than the reaction of air, as well as any
constituent element of such device or of
the equipment used for its launching or
propulsion.

“Taunching State” shall be understood
to mean the State or States which carry
out the launching of a space device or,
when the applicant State is not able to
determine the said State or States, the
State whose territory is used for such
launching.

“Applicant State” shall be understood
to mean the State which has been in-
jured, or whose nationals, whether natural
or juridical persons, or whose permanent
residents have been injured, and which
presents a claim for compensation.

FIELD OF APPLICATION AND EXEMPTIONS FROM

Article 1

(a) The provisions of this Convention
shall apply to compensation for damage
caused to persons or property by a space
device or space devices, They shall not
apply to compensation for damage caused
in the territory of the launching State or
suffered by its nationals or permanent
residents, or for damage caused by a
space device to another space device,

Comparative table (continued)

Article T

For the purposes of this Convention
(a) “Damage” means loss of life, per-

sonal injury, or damage to property
whether partial or total.
() The term “launching” includes

attempted launchings.

(¢) “Launching State” means a Con-
tracting Party, or an international or-
ganization that has transmitted a declara-
tion to the Secretary-General under
article V, paragraph 1, of this Conven-
tion, that launches or actively and sub-
stantially participates in the launching
of an object into outer space, or from
whose territory or facility an object is
launched into outer space, or that exer-
cises control over the orbit or trajectory
of such an object.

(d) “Presenting State” means a Con-
tracting Party, or an international or-
ganization that has transmitted a decla-
ration to the Secretary-General under ar-
ticle V, paragraph 1, of this Convention,
that presents a claim for compensation
to a respondent State.

(¢) “Respondent State” means a
launching State from which compensation
is sought under this Convention.

PROVISIONS OF ACREEMENT

Article 11

1. The launching State shall be ab-
solutely liable to pay compensation to the
presenting State, in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention, for damage
shown to have been caused by the launch-
ing, transit or descent of all or part of
a space object.

3. There shall be no liability under
this Convention for damage caused to
persons and property within a launch
facility or immediate recovery area for
participation in or observation of the
launch or recovery, or to space objects
and their personnel during launching,
transit or descent.

Article VII

A State shall not be liable under this
Convention for damage suffered by its
own nationals or nationals of other rec-
spondent States or by juridical persons
beneficially owned by such nationals, to
the extent of such ownership.

the taking of the greatest possible pre-
cautionary measures by States and in-
ternational organizations involved in the
launching of objects into outer space to
protect against damage inflicted by ob-
jects launched into outer space,

Have decided to conclude the present
Convention:

Article 1

1. The provisions of this Convention
shall apply to compensation for loss of
life, personal injury or other impairment
of health, and damage to property
(hereinafter called “damage”):

Article 1T

2. A claim for damage may be ad-
vanced on the ground of loss of profits
and moral damage whenever compensa-
tion for such damage is provided for by
the law of the State liable for damage in
general.

Article I

3. For the purpose of this Convention
“space object” means space ships, satel-
lites, orbital laboratories, containers and
any other devices designed for move-
ment in outer space and sustained there
otherwise than by the reaction of air,
as well as the means of delivery of such
objects and any parts thereof.

Article I

1. The provisions of this Convention
shall apply to compensation for loss of
life, personal injury or other impairment
of health, and damage to property
(hereinafter called “damage”) :

(@) caused by an object during its
launching into outer space; or

(b) Caused in outer space, in the
atmosphere or on the ground by any
manned or unmanned space vehicle or any
object after being launched, or conveyed
into outer space in any other way, but
they shall not apply to nuclear damage
resulting from the nuclear reactor of
space objects.

2. Liability is also incurred even if, for
any reason, the space vehicle or other
object has not reached outer space.
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Comparative table (continued)

STATE OR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION LIABLE

Article 3*

The launching State shall be held liable
for compensation for damage caused in
the circumstances stated in article 1 and
defined in article 2. If several States
participate in the launching of a space
device, they shall be held jointly and
severally liable.

[Article 2

“Launching” shall be understood to
mean an attempted launching or a launch-
ing operation proper, whether or not it
fulfils the expectations of those respon-
sible therefor.

“Launching State” shall be understood
to mean the State or States which carry
out the launching of a space device or,
when the applicant State is not able to
determine the said State or States, the
State whose territory is used for such
launching.]

QUESTION OF JOINT LIABILITY

Article 3*

The launching State shall be held liable
for compensation for damage caused in
the circumstances stated in article 1 and
defined in article 2. If several States
participate in the launching of a space
device, they shall be held jointly and
severally liable.

* The Belgian delegation reserves the
right to submit an amendment dealing
with the principle enunciated in this
article.

Article I

1. The launching State shall be ab-
solutely liable to pay compensation to
the presenting State, in accordance with
the provisions of this Convention, for
damage shown to have been caused by
the launching, transit or descent of all
or part of a space object.

[Article T

(¢) “Launching State” means a Con-
tracting Party, or an international or-
ganization that has transmitted a declara-
tion to the Secretary-General under ar-
ticle V, paragraph 1, of this Convention,
that launches or actively and substantially
participates in the launching of an object
into outer space, or from whose territory
or facility an object is launched into outer
space, or that exercises control over the
orbit or trajectory of such an object.]

Article 111

1. If under paragraph 1 of article II
or paragraph 3 of article V two or more
launching States would be liable to pay
compensation, the presenting State may
proceed against any or all such States in-
dividually or jointly for the total amount
of damages.

2. When the presenting State proceeds
against less than all possible respondent
States, the State or States proceeded
against shall within three months give
formal mnotice to any other launching
States which may be involved, and the
States so notified shall also become re-
spondent States and shall participate in
the settlement or other disposition of the
claim.

3. When a claim has been presented
to only one launching State and it does
not notify and join other launching States
under paragraph 2 of this article, it shall
pay the entire compensation which is
found to be due. If any launching States
are originally joined, or if a respondent
State notifies and joins the other launch-
ing States, any settlement, agreement or
judgement shall specify the apportion-
ment of liability among the several re-
spondent States.

4. If a number of Contracting States
co-operate in a launching, and if they re-
duce the terms of their co-operation to
writing and file a copy thereof with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations,
presenting States shall be on notice as to
those terms and shall be bound to observe
the proportionate shares of lability as-
sumed by the several Contracting States.
If payment of the specified proportionate
share has not heen made by one or more
respondent States six months after the

Article VI

1. Liability for damage shall rest with
the State or international organization
which has launched or attempted to
launch the space vehicle or object or has
procured the launching, or with the State
from whose territory or f{acility the
launching was made.

Article VI

2. Where liability may be laid upon
more than one State or international or-
ganization, their liability towards the
claimant shall be joint and several.
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Comparative table (continued)

amount of over-all liability has been
ascertained, a presenting State may de-
mand payment from any other respondent
State as provided in article III, para-
graph 6.

5. The amount recoverable by the
presenting State from any respondent
State shall be reduced to the extent of
any compensation received in respect
of that claim by the presenting State
from any other respondent State, so that
in no case shall the aggregate of the com-
pensation paid in respect of any one
claim exceed the amount which would
be payable under this Convention if only
one respondent State were liable.

6. If any one of several respondent
States fails to pay its proportionate share
of the over-all liability within six months
of the date of the ascertainment of the
amount due, the presenting State may de-
mand payment from any or all of the
other respondent States.

7. A respondent State which has not
paid its proportionate share of the over-
all liability to the presenting State shall
be obligated to reimburse the other re-
spondent States for their payments in
excess of their proportionate shares.

8. The periods specified in this article
shall not be subject to interruption or
suspension.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE AGREEMENT

Article 6

International organizations which un-
dertake to comply with this Convention
shall have the same rights and obligations
as States. The States members of the said
international organizations shall be held
jointly and severally liable for the obliga-
tions of the latter, whether or not such
States are parties to the Convention. The
accession of an international organization
shall be accompanied by a notification
of the joint and several obligations so
assumed by the States members of the
organization concerned.

The claims referred to in article 4 (a)
may, in the case of the international or-
ganization, be presented through the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations.

Article V

1. If an international organization
which conducts space activities transmits
to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations a declaration that it accepts and
undertakes to comply with the provisions
of the present Convention, all the provi-
sions, except articles XII, XV, XVI,
and XVII, shall apply to the organiza-
tion as they apply to a State which is
a Contracting Party.

2. The Contracting Parties to the
present Convention undertake to use their
best endeavours to ensure that any in-
ternational organization which conducts
space activities and of which they are
constituent members is authorized to
make and will make the declaration re-
ferred to in paragraph 1 of this article.

3. If within one year of the date on
which compensation has been agreed
upon or otherwise established pursuant
to article X, an international organiza-
tion fails to pay such compensation, each
member of the organization which is a
Contracting Party shall, upon service of
notice of such default by the presenting
State within three months of such de-
fault, be liable for such compensation
in the manner and to the extent set
forth in article I1I.

QUESTION OF ABSOLUTE LIABILITY AND EXONERATION FROM LIABILITY

Article T

(b) The occurrence of the event caus-
ing the damage shall create a lability
for compensation once proof has been
given that there is a relationship of cause

Article IT

1. The launching State shall he ab-
solutely liable to pay compensation to
the presenting State, in accordance with
the provisions of this Convention, for

Article VII

If liability for damage rests with an
international organization, the financial
obligations towards States suffering
damage shall be met by the international
organization and by its member States
jointly and severally.

Article 111

Unless otherwise provided in article
IV and V, exemption from liability may
be granted only in so far as the State
liable produces evidence that the damage
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and effect between the d'amage, on the
one hand, and the launching, motion or
descent of all or part of the space device,
on the other hand.

(¢) If the damage suffered results
either wholly or partially from an act
or omission on the part of the applicant
State or of natural or juridical persoms
that it represents and such act or omis-
sion has been committed, either with
intent to cause damage or rashly and in
full knowledge that damage will probably
result, the liability of the launching
State to pay compensation under this
Convention shall, to that extent, be
wholly or partially extinguished.

MEASURE OF DAMAGES

Article 2

“Damage” shall be understood to mean
loss of life, bodily injury or damage
to property for which compensation may
be claimed and assessed under the national
law of the person injured, or if not,
under applicable principles of interna-
tional law.

LiMitaTION OF LIABILITY IN AMOUNT

Comparative table (continued)

damage shown to have been caused by
the launching, transit or descent of all or
part of a space object.

2. If the damage suffered results
either wholly or partially from a wilful
or reckless act or omission on the part of
the presenting State, or of natural or
juridical persons that it represents, the
lLiability of the launching State to pay
compensation under paragraph 1 of this
article shall, to that extent, be wholly or
partially extinguished.

3. There shall be no liability under
this Convention for damage caused to
persons and property within a launch
facility or immediate recovery area for
participation in or observation of the
launch or recovery, or to space objects
and their personnel during launching,
transit or descent.

Article 1V

The compensation which a State shall
be liable to pay for damage under this
Convention shall be determined in ac-
cordance with applicable principles of in-
ternational law, justice and equity.

Article VIIT

1. The liability of the launching State
or States shall not exceed with
respect to each launching.

2. If the total amount otherwise pay-
able with respect to the claims presented
exceeds the limit of liability provided by
this article, the {following rules shall
apply:

(a) If the allowable claims are ex-
clusively in respect of loss of life or
personal injury, or exclusively in respect
of damage to property, such claims shall
be reduced proportionately.

(b) If the allowable claims are both in
respect of loss of life or personal injury
and in respect of damage to property,
three fourths of the total sum distribu-
table shall be appropriated preferentially
to meet claims in respect of loss of life
and personal injury and, if insufficient,
shall be distributed proportionately be-
tween the claims concerned. The re-
mainder of the total sum distributable
shall be distributed proportionately among
the claims in respect of damage to prop-
erty and the portion not already covered
of the claims in respect of loss of life
and personal injury.

has resulted from natural disaster or
from a wilful act or from gross negli-
gence of the party suffering the damage.

Article IV

1. Whenever damage is done to a
space object or to persons and property
on board by another space object, no
claim shall arise between each other,
except in so far as the claimant State
produces evidence that the damage has
been caused because of the fault of the
other State or of a person on behalf
of whom the latter State might present
a claim (article VIII).

2. If in the case mentioned in para-
graph 1, a claim arises on the part of a
third State, liability of the States liable
for the space objects shall be joint and
several.

Article V

The State shall assume Hability for
damage caused on the ground, in the
atmosphere or in outer space, if the
damage occurred while exercising an un-
lawful activity in outer space or the
space vehicle or object was launched for
unlawful purposes, or if the damage
has otherwise resulted from an unlawful
activity. In such cases, the State liable
shall be barred from any exoneration
whatsoever.

Article IT

A claim for damage may be advanced
on the ground of loss of profits and
moral damage whenever compensation for
such damage is provided for by the law
of the State liable for damage in
general.
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Comparative table (continued)

PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION IN CONVERTIBLE CURRENCY

Article 4

(d) Sums due in compensation for
damage shall be fixed and payable either
in the currency of the applicant State or
in a freely transferable currency.

PRESENTATION OF CLAIMS BY S

Article 2

“Applicant State” shall be understood
to mean the State which has been in-
jured, or whose nationals, whether natu-
ral or juridical persons, or whose perma-
nent residents have been injured, and
which presents a claim for compensation.

Article 6

Internationa! organizations which un-
dertake to comply with this Convention
shall have the same rights and obliga-
tions as States. . . .

The claims referred to in article 4
(a) may, in the case of the international
organization, be presented through the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

JOINDER OF CLAIMS

Article 4

(f) There shall be joinder of claims
where there is more than one applicant
in respect of damage due to the same
event or where more than one State is
liable and the damage was caused by
more than one space device.

Article XI

Payment of compensation shall be made
in the currency of the presenting State

or a currency convertible readily and

without loss of value into the currency

of or used by the presenting State.

Article VI

1. A Contracting Party which suffers
damage referred to in article II, para-
graph 1, or whose natural or juridical
persons suffer such damage, may present
a claim for compensation to a respondent
State or States.

2. A Contracting Party may also
present to respondent State a claim of any
natural person, other than a person hav-
ing the nationality of a respondent State,
permanently residing in its territory.
However, a claim of any individual
claimant may be presented by only one
Contracting Party.

Article V

1. If an international organization
which conducts space activities transmits
to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations a declaration that it accepts and
undertakes to comply with the provisions
of the present Convention, all the provi-
sions, except articles X1I, XV, XVI, and
XVII, shall apply to the organization
as they apply to a State which is a Con-
tracting Party.

Article X

2. No increase in the membership of
the commission shall take place where
two or more presenting States or respon-
dent States are joined in any one pro-
ceeding before the commission. The
presenting States so joined shall collec-
tively appoint one person to serve on the
commission in the same manner and sub-
ject to the same conditions as would be
the case for a single presenting State.
Similarly, where two or more respondent
States are so joined, they shall collectively
appoint one person to serve on the com-
mission in the same way. If the present-
ing or respondent States fail to appoint
their member within three months, the
person appointed by the President of the
International Court of Justice shall
constitute the sole member of the com-
mission.

PRESENTATION OF CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNEL

Article 4

(¢) Within two years after the oc-
currence of the damage, or after the
identification of the State liable under
article 1, the applicant State shall present
through the diplomatic channel, to the
State which it holds liable, all claims
for compensation concerning itself and
its nationals and residents. A Contract-

Article VI

3. A claim shall be presented through
the diplomatic channel. A Contracting
Party may request another State to
present its claim and otherwise represent
its interest in the event that it does not
maintain diplomatic relations with a re-
spondent State.

TATES OR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND ON BEHALF OF NATURAL OR JURIDICAL PERSONS

Article VIII

A claim for damage may be made by
State in whose territory damage has o¢
curred or in respect of damage suffer
by its citizens or legal entities wheth
in the territory of that State or abroad.

Article X

The claim shall be presented through
diplomatic channels. The claimant State
may request a third State to represent
its interests in the event it has no diplo?
matic relations with the State liable.
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ing Party may request another State
to present its claim and otherwise repre-
sent its interest in the event that it does
not maintain diplomatic relations with
the launching State.

Comparative table (continued)

TIME LIMITS FOR PRESENTATION OF CLAIMS

Article 4

(a) Within two years after the oc-
currence of the damage, or after the
identification of the State liable under
article 1, the applicant State shall present
through the diplomatic channel, to the
State which it holds liable, all claims
for compensation concerning itself and
its nationals and residents. A Contract-
ing Party may request another State
to present its claim and otherwise
represent its interest in the event that
it does not maintain diplomatic relations
with the launching State.

(¢) The periods specified in this
article shall not be subject to interrup-
tion or suspension.

Article VI

4. Notice of a claim must be pre-
sented within one year of the date on
which the accident occurred or, if the
presenting State could not reasonably
be expected to have known of the facts
giving rise to the claim, within one year
of the date on which those facts be-
came known to the presenting State
even if the nature or extent of the
damages may not be known to the pre-
senting State.

Article IX

A claim must be presented within one
year of the date of occurrence of the
damage, or of the identification of the
State that is liable. If the applicant
State could not reasonably be expected
to have known of the facts giving rise
to the claim, the claim must be pre-
sented within one year of the date on
which these facts officially became known.

PuURSUIT OF REMEDIES AVAILABLE IN RESPONDENT STATE OR UNDER OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS

Article 4

(b) If the applicant State or a person
represented by it brings an action for
compensation before the Courts or ad-
ministrative organs of the State receiving
the claim, it shall no longer be able
to present a claim for compensation for
the same damage under the provisions
of this Convention. The said provisions
shall not be considered to require, by im-
plication, the prior exhaustion of such
remedies as may exist under the rules of
ordinary law in the State receiving the
claim.

Article IX

1. The presentation of a claim under
this Convention shall not require ex-
haustion of any remedies which might
otherwise exist in a respondent State.

2. If, however, the presenting State,
or a natural or juridical person whom
it might represent, elects to pursue a
claim in the administrative agencies or
courts of a respondent State or pursue
international remedies outside this Con-
vention, the presenting State shall not
be entitled to pursue such claim under
this Convention against such respondent
State.

PROCEDURES FOR SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION

Article 4

(c) If the State receiving the claim
has not taken, within six months after
being approached, a decision considered
satisfactory by the applicant State, the
latter may have recourse to arbitration.

Within ninety days of the date of
the request addressed to it by the ap-
plicant State, the State receiving the
claim shall appoint one arbitrator, the
applicant State shall appoint a second
and the President of the International
Court of Justice a third. If the State
receiving the claim fails to appoint its
arbitrator within the prescribed period,
the person appointed by the President of
the International Court of Justice shall
be the sole arbitrator.

The Arbitration Commission shall
take its decisions according to law* and
by majority vote. It shall make an
award within six months after the date
of its establishment and its decisions
shall be binding.

(d) Sums due in compensation for
damage shall be fixed and payable either

* An alternative might be “take its
decisions ex aequo et bono”.

Article X

1. If a claim presented under this
Convention is not settled within one year
from the date on which documentation
is completed, the presenting State may
request the establishment of a commis-
sion to decide the claim. The compe-
tence of such commission shall extend
to any dispute arising from the interpre-
tation or application of this Convention.
The respondent State and the present-
ing State shall each promptly appoint
one person to serve on the commission,
and a third person, who shall act as a
chairman, shall be appointed by the
President of the International Court of
Justice. If the respondent State fails
to appoint its member within three
months, the person appointed by the
President of the International Court of
Justice shall constitute the sole member
of the commission.

2. No increase in the membership of
the commission shall take place where
two or more presenting States or re-
spondent States are joined in any one
proceeding before the commission. The
presenting States so joined shall col-
lectively appoint one person to serve

Article XI

1. In case the State liable does not

satisfy the claim of the claimant State,
the claim for compensation shall be
presented to a committee of arbitration
set up by the two States on a basis
of parity. This committee will deter-
mine its own procedure.
) 2. Should the committee mentioned
in paragraph 1 not arrive at a decision,
the States may agree upon an interna-
tional arbitration procedure or any other
method of settlement acceptable to both
States.
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in the currency of the applicant State
or in a freely transferable currency.

(e) The periods specified in this ar-
ticle shall not be subject to interruption
or suspension. .

(f) There shall be joinder of claim
where there is more than one applicant in
respect of damage due to the same event
or where more than one State is liable
and the damage was caused by more
than one space device.

Comparative table (continued)

on the commission in the same manner
and subject to the same conditions as
would be the case for a single present-
ing State. Similarly, where two or more
respondent States are so joined, they
shall collectively appoint one person to
serve on the commission in the same
way. If the presenting or respondent
States fail to appoint their member
within three months, the person ap-
pointed by the President of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice shall constitute
the sole member of the commission.

2

3. The commission shall determine its
own procedure.

4, The commission shall conduct its
business and arrive at its decision by
majority vote, Such decision shall state
the view of the members of the com-
mission.

5. The decision of the commission
shall be rendered expeditiously and shall
be binding upon the parties.

6. The‘ expenses incurred in con-
nexion with any proceeding before the

commission shall be divided equally
between presenting and respondent
States.

SPACE OBJECT NOT TO BE SUBJECT TO SEQULESTRATION OR ENFORCEMENT MEASURES

JurispicTioN oF INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE )

Article XIT

Subject to prior recourse to proceed-
ings under Article X, any dispute aris-
ing from the interpretation or application
of this Convention, which is not previ-
ously settled by other peaceful means,
may be referred by any Contracting
Party thereto to the International Court
of Justice for decision.

Partres ro AGREEMENTS, SIGNATURE, ACCESSION AND RATIFICATION

Article 5

This Convention shall be open for
signature by States Members of the
United Nations or any of the specialized
agencies or parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, and by
any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to be-
come a Party to the Convention. Any
such State which does not sign this
Convention may accede to it at any
time.

This Convention shall be subject to
ratification or approval by signatory
States. Instruments of ratification or ap-
proval and instruments of accession shall
he deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

ENTRY INTO FORCE

Article 5

This Convention shall enter into force
 thirty days after the date of the deposit

Article XV

The Convention shall be open for sig-
nature by States Members of the United
Nations or of any of the specialized
agencies or Parties to the Statute of
the International Court of Justice, and by
any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to be-
come a party. Any such State which
does not sign this Convention may accede
to it at any time.

Article XVT

This Convention shall be subject to
ratification by signatory States. Instru-
ments of ratification and instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the  United
Nations.

Article XVII

This Convention shall enter into force
thirty days following the deposit of the

Article XIT

Claim for compensation for damage
caused by a space ship of a foreign State
shall not constitute ground for sequestra-
tion or for the application of enforcement
measures to such space ship.

Article XIIT

1. This Convention shall he open for
signature to all States. It shall be sub-
ject to ratification. Instruments of ratifi-
cation shall be deposited with the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations.

Article XIV

After the Convention enters into force
it shall be open for accession to other
States. Instruments of accession shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

Article XIII

2. If [the Convention] shall enter
into force thirty days after the deposit
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of three instruments of ratification, ap-
proval or accession. For each State
which deposits its instrument of ratifica-
tion, approval or accession after the
entry into force provided for in the
preceding paragraph, this Convention
shall enter into force on the date of
deposit of such instrument.

AMENDMENTS
Article 8

This Convention may be amended or
supplemented at the proposal of one or
more Contracting Parties. Such amend-
ments shall take the form of additional
protocols which shall be binding on
such Contracting Parties as ratify, ap-
prove or accede to them. Such protocols
shall enter into force when the majority
of the Contracting Parties to this Con-
vention have thus accepted them.

WITHDRAWAL FROM AND DENUNCIATION OF

Article 7

Each Contracting Party may notify the
Secretary-General of the United Nations
of its withdrawal from this Convention
not less than five years after its entry into
force. Such withdrawal shall take effect
one year after receipt of the notice,
which must be in writing. Such with-
drawal shall not relieve the Contracting
Party concerned of any obligation or
liability arising from damage inflicted
before its withdrawal takes effect.

NoOTIFICATIONS BY SECRETARY-GENERAL

Article 9

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall inform signatory States,
and those which ratify, approve or ac-
cede to this Convention, of signatures,
the deposit of instruments of ratification,
approval or accession, the entry into force
of this Convention, proposals for amend-
ments, notifications of acceptance of ad-
ditional protocols, and notices of with-
drawal.

AUTHENTIC TEXT AND DEPOSIT OF AGREEMENT

Article 10

This Convention, of which the Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, who shall send
certified true copies to all signatory
States and to any State Member of the
United Nations which so requests.

Comparative table (continued)

fifth instrument of ratification or acces-
sion. It shall enter into force as to a
State ratifying or acceding thereafter
upon deposit of its instrument of ratifica-
tion or accession.

Article XIIT

A Contracting Party may propose
amendments to this Convention. An
amendment shall come into force for
each Contracting Party accepting the
amendment on acceptance by a majority
of the Contracting Parties, and there-
after for each remaining Contracting
Party on acceptance by it.

AGREEMENT

Article X1V

A Contracting Party may give notice of
withdrawal from this Convention five
years after its entry into force by written
notification to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations. Such withdrawal
shall take effect one year from the date
of receipt of the notification by the Sec-
retary-General. A State withdrawing
from this Convention shall not thereby
be relieved of any obligation or liability
with respect to damages arising before
withdrawal becomes effective.

Article XVIIT

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall inform all States referred
to in article XV and all organizations
which have made declarations under ar-
ticle V, paragraph 1, of signatures,
deposits of instruments of ratification or
accession, declarations referred to in
article V, paragraph 1, the date of entry
into force of this Convention, proposals
for amendments, notifications of ac-
ceptances of amendments, the date of
entry into force of each amendment, and
notices of withdrawal, and shall trans-
mit to those States and worganizations
certified copies of each amendment pro-
posed.

Article XIX

This Convention, of which the Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, who shall send cer-
tified copies of each to the States men-
tioned in article XV.

with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations of the fifth instrument of
ratification.

Article XV

With respect to each State which rati-
fies the Convention or accedes thereto
after the deposit of the fifth instrument
of ratification, the Convention shall enter
into force thirty days after the date
of deposit by the State of its instrument
of ratification or accession.

Article XV 1

Any Contracting State may denounce
this Convention by notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
The denunciation shall take effect one
vear after the date on which the notifi-
cation has been received by the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

Article XVII

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall notify all States con-
cerning ;

(@) The signature of this Convention
and the deposit of instruments of ratifi-
cation or accession in accordance with
articles XIII and XIV;

(b) The date of entry into force of
this Convention in accordance with ar-
ticles XIIT and XV ;

(¢) Denunciations received in ac-
cordance with article XVL

Article XVIII

The original of this Convention, of
which the texts in the Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish languages
are equally authentic, shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, who shall transmit certified
copies thereof to all States.
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Appendix 11X

Proposals concerning questions relative to the definition
of outer space and the utilization of outer space and
celestial bodies, including the wvarious implications of
space communications

FRANCE: PROPOSAL

Questionnaire

The Legal Sub-Committee of the Conunittee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space,

Desiring to obtain the technical and scientific documentation
it needs to undertake the study requested of it concerning
questions relative to the definition of outer space and its peaceful
uses,

Referring to the programme of work of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space [document A/AC.105/
CRP.1(IX)] adopted by the Committee at its meeting of
17 April 1967, and in particular to paragraph IIT (V) thereof
relating to the study of the technical aspects of the legal subjects
referred to in resolution 2222 (XXI),

Invites the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee:

I (a) To draw up a list of scientific criteria that could
be helpful to the Legal Sub-Committee in its study relative to
a definition of outer space,

(b) To give its views on the selection of scientific and tech-
nical criteria that might be adopted by the Legal Sub-Com-
mittee, on the advantages and disadvantages of each of them and
on the advisability of giving consideration to one or the other
of those criteria or to a combination of some of them,

1I. (¢) To draw up a list of outer space activities which,
from the scientific and technical point of view, would appear
to be in need of regulation, bearing in mind the specific require-
ments of the activities and their effects both on land and in
air space, and in outer space, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies,

(b) To suggest the order of priority for the study of such
activities and their regulation which would seem to it desirable
in the light of technical or scientific considerations,

I1I. (¢) To consider the summary records of the...to...
meetings of the Legal Sub-Committee, at which these matters
were initially discussed, and to take into account the assump-
tions, suggestions and guestions voiced by the various dele-
gations,

(b) To examine the above matters during its 1967 session
so as to enable the Legal Sub-Committee to continue its work
at its next session.

ITALY : DRAFT RECOM MENDATION

The Legal Sub-Commiitee of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space,

Recalling that the General Assembly unanimously adopted
resolution 2222 (XXI), to which is annexed the Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Explora-
tion and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies,

Recalling that under that resolution the General Assembly
reaffirmed “the importance of developing the rule of law in
this new area of human endeavour”, and requested the Com-
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to begin ‘“the
study of questions relative to the definition of outer space and
the utilization of outer space and celestial bodies, including
the various implications of space communications”,

Considering that the said Treaty sanctions the principle that
outer space is res communis, open to exploration and use by
all the States of the terrestrial planet for peaceful purposes to
the benefit of all mankind and that the same Treaty demilitarizes
the said space by prohibiting all military activity therein,

Considering that the legal status of outer space is thereby
totally different from, and even opposed to, tha‘F of air space
which, by virtue of a principle universally recognized and sanc-

tioned by all municipal law and international conventions, is:
subject to the sovereignty of the subjacent States,

Considering therefore that it is necessary, and indeed urgent,
in order to obviate all uncertainty and possible friction and
quarrels between States, to determine how far air space extends
and where outer space begins,

Dectdes to request the Scientific and Technical Sub-Com-
mittee to consider the following questions:

(a¢) Whether it is scientifically possible to determine ac-
curately the line or zone of demarcation between the two types
of space, and

(b) If so, to state at what altitude above sea-level that line
or zone of demarcation may be placed,

(¢) Or should it seem scientifically impossible or difficult,
owing to the present state of scientific knowledge and differences
of opinion among scientists, to determine accurately such line
or zone of demarcation, whether it would not be preferable to
establish it arbitrarily and, in that case, at what altitude, having
regard both to such physical data and practical considerations
as may promote the development of activities in outer space
and broader co-operation in this field among the States of the
earth, without jeopardizing their right to freedom and their
territorial security,

With that in view, the Legal Sub-Committee asks its Chair-
man to be good enough to bring this recommendation to the
attention of the Chairman of the Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee, and to request him to ensure that his Sub-Com-
mittee gives its views as soon as possible so as to enable the
Legal Sub-Committee to continue its study of the question
at its next session.

ANNEX 1V

Report of the Working Group on a Navigation Services
Satellite System

CHAPTER A

Definition

In considering the task of the Working Group, a navigation
services satellite system is understood to be one which includes
facilities for the provision of some or all of the services, as
exemplified below, necessary for an aircraft, ship, etc. to operate
in a safe and economical manner.

Present concepts of potentials of a navigation services
satellite system
Navigation services which may be provided by satellites
can include:
A. DPosition determination service for:
1. On board self-determination by mobile vehicles.

2. Independent or remote determination of all mobile
vehicles of a given type (ships, aircraft, etc.) for
traffic control purposes (assurance of safe separation).

3. Independent or remote determination of all mobile -

vehicles that can assist in search and rescue operations.

B. Communications service for:
1. Traffic control and operational control.

2. Relay of independently determined position informa-
tion to mobile vehicles or other ground-based traffic
control centres.

3. Relay of search and rescue instructions,

4. Relay of environmental data and their forecast to and
from mobile vehicles, i.e.:

Weather (including clear air turbulence)

Ice

Sea state

Solar radiation

Obstructions (free floating balloons or buoys, etc.).
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C. Telemetry service for:

1. Monitoring of certain mobile vehicle sub-systems to
provide automatically data for independent warning
and ground recording of performance for vehicle
maintenance and/or accident analysis,

2. Automatic monitoring and reporting of the environ-
ment encountered by mobile vehicles en route to
provide information automatically to an environment
survey and forecasting system.

Cuarter B

Considcration of the need of a navigation services
satellite system

The Working Group, in order to assess the need for a
navigation services satellite system, based its discussions on
the views expressed on the subject by ICAO and IMCO, two
of the United Nations agencies representing potential users of
such a system.

In this respect the Working Group noted with appreciation
that the matter has been studied by IMCO and ICAO and the
related opinions have been expressed in documents A/AC.105/
WG.2/L.2, A/AC105/WG.2/L.3.

In the course of discussion and comment on these two docu-
ments by the Working Group, a consensus emerged that
although it appears that there does not at present exist an
agreed requirement for a navigation services satellite system, a
requirement is likely to arise for certain functions which could
be performed by such a system (initially to serve aeronautical
purposes), in the relatively near future.

The possibilities revealed with regard to aeronautical service,
as quoted from document A/AC105/WG.2/1.3 are:

1. That in the future a need may arise for a world standard
station reference aid (including possibly a navigation services
satellite system), but this is by no means certain, Research and
development should, however, continue to carry out feasibility
studies to ascertain the possible future need for such an aid
and the means of fulfilment.

2. An area where the application of space techniques could
readily introduce marked improvements in the future was
agreed to be the aeronautical mobile communication service,
especially in those parts of the world where conventional
aeronautical stations employing HF and VHF channels would
be unable to provide the required coverage and level of com-
munication assurance at all times.

3. A significant potential improvement through the use of
space techniques was considered to be the control and sur-
veillance of air traffic where the use of conventional ground
radar was not feasible, For both the cases of aeromobile com-
munication and air traffic control surveillance it was agreed
that the problems were not currently acute but were so clearly
predictable for the future that it was highly desirable that the
first steps be taken now in the hope of having solutions
available in good time.

Document A/AC.105/WG.2/L.2, extracts from which are
quoted below, furthermore indicated that if such a system were
available in the future for other uses and at low cost for ship-
borne equipment, the marine services could also benefit from it.
The possibilities are:

1. One sector of the shipping industry which is not at present
fully serviced by electronic aids to navigation is open sea fish-
mg, which is extending gradually its operations to all parts
of the oceans. The expansion of such operations in the future
might increase the need for world-wide coverage (including

Possibly a navigation services satellite system).

2. Research vessels engaged in specialized activities may

reQ}lire a higher degree of accuracy in position determination,
which, in many cases, is not provided today by existing systems
and could be provided by navigation satellites.

3. In certain congested areas, vessels are recommended to
follgw predetermined lanes and a separation of traffic is en-
couraged, in order to reduce the number of vessels meeting on
Opposite or nearly opposite courses, as a supplementary means
of reducing the risk of collisions, If such a system of pre-

determined lanes were to be widely used, a navigation satellite
system could play a more substantial role in collision avoidance
by providing more accurate all-weather, twenty-four hours per
day coverage.

4. A satellite system could improve the means of operating
an expanded position-reporting scheme, thus increasing the
knowledge of the resources which may be able to assist in search
and rescue operations.

While IMCO has not indicated any date by which specific
navigational requirements may be met by a satellite system,
ICAO has pointed out that problems which might be solved
by satellite techniques might arise in the North Atlantic region
around 1973-1975, and that if this was in fact the case little
time would be left for development and implementation.

It was thus the consensus of the Working Group that it
would be desirable if ICAO and IMCO, as well as other spe-
cialized agencies and interested international governmental and
non-governmental organizatious, continue to study the require-
ments for potential applications for navigation services satellite
systems in their area of competence, updating their considera-
tions with the new data obtained by States carrying out naviga-
tional satellite development and evaluation programmes. ICAO
and IMCO, as well as other specialized agencies and interested
international governmental and non-governmental organizations,
should be invited to submit annually, if possible, a report on
this subject to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space.

Crapter C

Techuical feasibility of a navigational services satellite system

Having considered the problem of the technical feasibility of
a world navigation services satellite system, the Group has
reached the following general conclusions:

1. The members of the Working Group, from their knowledge
of the work so far conducted, are firmly of the opinion that it
will be technically feasible to develop a navigation services
satellite system both to meet particular needs of civil aviation
and seaborne traffic and generally to help resolve many basic
navigational requirements. Definite conclusions as to the function
and technical characteristics of a world navigation services satel-
lite system will, however, require detailed and careful appraisal
of the needs of such a system on a world-wide scale. They will
also depend on the solution of a number of technical problems,
further experiments and research, as well as demonstration
that such a system would be economically sound.

2. The Working Group noted with appreciation that several
States are active in research and development work in naviga-
tion services satellites and hopes that these activities will be
continued in order to establish a sound technical and economic
basis to meet any requirements for such a system.

Cuarrer D
Implementation

After having discussed the need and feasibility of a naviga-
tion services satellite system and having reached the conclusions
stated in chapters B and C, the Working Group agreed that
questions relating to the implementation of a navigation services
satellite system can be addressed realistically -only after firm
requirements have been identified and the system or systems
which may offer feasible ways of satisfying these requirements
have been defined. The Working Group noted that ICAO, in
planning toward the implementation of a fully operational satel-
lite system, had determined that it was necessary to give con-
sideration to at least the following matters:

1. The detailed operational functions to be performed by the
satellite system;

2. The essential system characteristics appropriate to 1;

3. The radio frequencies to be used and the provisions which
would have to be observed in the use of these frequencies;

4. Methods of financing the provision of satellites and asso-
ciated earth stations;
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5. Rules governing the use of the satellite service;

6. Reliability of the satellite system and the need for back-
up systems;

7. Definition of a desirable time-scale related to the various
functions of the system;

8. Defnition of a table of relative priorities in terms of
geographical areas to be served.

CoNCLUSION

The Working Group did not recognize the need. of presenting
specific recommendations other than the suggestions and con-
siderations contained in chapters A, B, C and D of the present

report.

ANNEX V

United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peace-
ful Uses of Outer Space: extract from the statement
made by the representative of Austria at the 51st meeting
of the Committee on 15 September 1967

Finally, I wish to turn to the question of the United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space. We have noted with great satisfaction the statements
made by almost every speaker in this present debate stressing
the importance of the Vienna Conference, and we wish to assure
the Committee that the Austrian Government, as the host Gov-
ernment to the Conference, will do everything in its power to
contribute to the full success of the Conference. It is in this
wish to see the Conference become a true and lasting success
that my delegation would like to avail itself of this opportunity
to remind the members of the Committee that while the prepa-
ration for the Conference has begun, a great deal indeed
remains still to be done.

Above all, as several speakers in the debate have already
pointed out, the Conference will be a true success only if it
is attended not only by representatives of the space Powers,
but also by a significant number of participants from non-space
nations and, in particular, the developing countries, for whose
benefit, after all, the Conference is in the first place intended.
No time, therefore, should be lost in making the necessary
arrangements to publicize the Conference and its objectives on
as wide a basis as possible. This will require the co-operation
of Member States, as well as the collaboration of the Secretary-
General, whose assistance will be valuable not only in the early
preparation of information material, and we could think, for
instance, of the preparation of an information pamphlet setting
forth the idea and the ohjectives of the Conference, but also
in the efforts to give this information material as wide a pub-

licity as possible.

At the same time, practical preparations for the Conference
will have to move speedily ahead. We know that the work of
the Panel of Experts has begun and is proceeding, and we
hope that the Panel will be able to meet soon to continue its

efforts in this respect.

We also trust that the Secretary-General will take in good
time all necessary steps in preparation for the technical and
administrative arrangements needed for the Conference. In
this connexion, my Government would welcome it if, in the
near future, the representative of the Secretariat entrusted with
the administrative preparation for the Conference could come
to Vienna in order to discuss with the Austrian authorities
the questions arising in connexion with the practical administra-
tive arrangements for the Conference.

In conclusion, we should like sincerely to associate ourselves
with the wish expressed by so many of the speakers in this
debate to see the Conference, the first United Nations Con-
ference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
hecome a true sticcess and a milestone in the development of
international co-operation in outer space.

DOCUMENT A4/6804/ADD.1

[Original text: English
g |
[16 December 1967]

1. A special session of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space was convened at United Nations
Headquarters, New York, on 16 December 1967 under
the chairmanship of Mr. Kurt Waldheim (Austria).
Mr. Gheorge Diaconescu (Romania) and Mr. Geraldo
de Carvalho Silos served as Vice-Chairman and Rap-
porteur respectively.

2 The Committee held one meeting, the record of
which was circulated as document A/AC.105/PV.52.

3. The Committee adopted the following agenda:
1. Statement by the Chairman.

2. Report of the Legal Sub-Committee on the work of its
special session on draft agreement on assistance to and
return of astronauts and space vehicles.

3. Adoption of the report of the Committee to the General
Assembly.

4. The Chairman noted that the special meeting of
the Committee had been convened to consider the report
of the Legal Sub-Committee on the work of its recent .
special session. He stated that, following a series of
informal discussions in which substantial progress had
been made on the subject of assistance to, and return of,
astronauts and space objects, the Legal Sub-Committee
had met in special session under the chairmanship of
Mr. Wyzner (Poland) on 14 and 15 December and
had received the text of a draft agreement on the rescue
of astronauts, the return of astronauts and the return
of objects launched into outer space. The text of the
draft agreement, as amended in the course of the special
session, was transmitted to the Committee by the Legal
Sub-Committee in its report (A/AC.105/43).

5. Mr. Wyzner (Poland), Chairman of the Legal
Sub-Committee, introduced the Sub-Committee’s report.

6. In the course of the general decbate statements
were made by the representatives of the United States, .
the USSR, the United Kingdomy Sierra Leone, France,
India, Italy, Australia, Canada, Japan, Belgium, Aus-
tria, Brazil, Tran and the United Arab Republic.

7. The importance of the relationship between an .
agreement on assistance to and return of astronauts .
and space vehicles and an agreement on liability for
damage caused by the launching of objects into outer
space was recognized by the Committee. The Commiittee
was of the view that, as its work on the preparation
of a draft agreement on assistance to and return of
astronauts and space vehicles had now been concluded,
it should expedite its work on the equally important ;
and urgent matter of the preparation of a draft agree-
ment on liability for damage caused by the launching
of ohjects into outer space, so as to conclude its prepa- 3
ration not later than the beginning of the twenty-third ;
session of the General Assembly and to submit it to
that session. '

&

8. At its fifty-second mueeting, on 16 December 1967, g ]
the Committee unanimously decided to submit to the :
General Assembly for consideration the following draft ;
agreement on the rescue of astronauts, the return of
astronauts, and the return of objects launched into
outer space:
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DRAFT AGREEMENT ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS,
THE RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND THE RETURN OF
OzejeECcTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE

The Contracting Parties,

Noting the great importance of the Treaty on Prin-
ciples Governing the Activities of States in the Ex-

loration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon
and Other Celestial Bodies, which calls for the render-
ing of all possible assistance to astronauts in the event
of accident, distress or emergency landing, the prompt
. and safe return of astronauts, and the return of objects
faunched into outer space,

Desiring to develop and give further concrete ex-
pression to these duties,

Wishing to promote international co-operation in the
peaceful exploration and use of outer space,

Prompted by sentiments of humanity,
Hawe agreed on the following :

Article 1

Fach Contracting Party which receives information
or discovers that the personnel of a spacecraft have
suffered accident or are experiencing conditions of
distress or have made an emergency or unintended land-
ing in territory under its jurisdiction or on the high
seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction
of any State shall immediately:

(¢) Notify the launching authority or, if it cannot
identify and immediately communicate with the launch-
ing authority, immediately make a public announcement
by all appropriate means of communication at its dis-
posal; and

(b) Notify the Secretary-General of the United
Nations who should disseminate the information without
delay by all appropriate means of communication at his
disposal.

Article 2

If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unin-
tended landing, the personnel of a spacecraft land in
territory under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party,
it shall immediately take all possible steps to rescue
them and render them all necessary assistance. It shall
inform the launching authority and also the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of the steps it is taking
and of their progress. If assistance by the launching
authority would help to effect a prompt rescue or would
contribute substantially to the effectiveness of search
and rescue operations, the launching authority shall
co-operate with the Contracting Party with a view to
the effective conduct of search and rescue operations.
Such operations shall be subject to the direction and
control of the Contracting Party, which shall act in
close and continuing consultation with the launching
authority,

Article 3

If information is reccived or it is discovered that the
personnel of a spacecraft have alighted on the high
seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction
of any State, those Contracting Parties which are in a
position to do so shall, if necessary, extend assistance
n search and rescue operations for such personnel to
assure their speedy rescue. They shall inform the launch-
Ing authority and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations of the steps they are taking and of their
Progress.

Article 4 ¥

If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unin-
tended landing, the personnel of a spacecraft land in :
territory under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party |
or have been found on the high seas or in any other
place not under the jurisdiction of any State, they shall
be safely and promptly returned to representatives of
the launching authority.,

Article 5
1. Each Contracting Party which receives informa-
tion or discovers that a space object or its component ¥

parts has returned to Earth in territory under its juris-
diction or on the high seas or in any other place not
under _the jurisdiction of any State, shall notify the
launching authority and the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over ¢
the territory on which a space object or its component i
parts has been discovered shall, upon the request of
the launching authority and with assistance from that
authority if requested, take such steps as it finds prac- i
ticable to recover the object or component parts.

3. Upon request of the launching authority, objects
launched into outer space or their component parts
found beyond the territorial limits of the launching
authority shall be returned to or held at the disposal
of the representatives of the launching authority, which 5
shall, upon request, furnish identifying data prior to
their return.
4. Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this ar-
ticle, a Contracting Party which has reason to believe
that a space object or its component parts discovered
m territory under its jurisdiction, or recovered by it
elsewhere, is of a hazardous or deleterious nature may
so notify the launching authority which shall imme-
diately take effective steps, under the direction and
control of the said Contracting Party to eliminate
possible danger or harm.

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to re-
cover and return a space object or its component parts
under paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article shall be horne
by the launching authority.

Article 6 b

For the purposes of this Agreement, the term
“launching authority” shall refer to the State respon-
sible for launching, or, where an international inter-
governmental organization is responsible for launching,
that organization provided that that organization de-
clares its acceptance of the rights and obligations pro-
vided for in this Agreement and a majority of the
States members of that organization are Contracting !
Parties to this Agreement and to the Treaty on Prin-
ciples Governing the Activities of States in the Ex-
ploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon
and Other Celestial Bodies.

Article 7 L

1. This Agreement shall be open to all States for \!‘g (o
signature. Any State which does not sign this Agree—‘i"a V
ment before its entry into force in accordance with '
paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at any time.

2. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification
by signatory States. Instruments of ratification and
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the
Governments of the United States of America, the






