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gatiqn, which had taken a full share in the work o

adopt.

The meeting rose at

Ad Hoc Committee, would show equal z?al in st1:1v1 g
for the success of the efforts to bg made—in thgl
present instance, by common agreey ent.—under t .
terms of the resolution which the Committee was tg

.10 p.m.

Litho in U.N,

77101~April 1960—

LIMITED

A/c.1/PV.1080
11 December 1959

ENERAL
SSEMBLY

ENGLISH

Fourteenth Session

FIRST COMMITTER

VERBATIM RECORD OF THE ONE THOUSAND AND EIGHTIETH MEETING

Held at Headquarters, New York,
on Friday, 11 December 1959, at 8.30 p.m.

Chairman: Mr. MATSCH (Austria)

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space / 25 / (continued)

Note: The Official Record of this meeting, i.e., the summary record,

will appear in mimeographed form under the symbol A/C.l/SR.lOSO.

Delegations may submit corrections to the summary record for

incorporation in the final version which will appear in a printed

volume.

7
2,15




AW /bm

REPORT OF THE AD HOC CO

(continued)

Mr. MATSUDATRA (Japan):
Ad Hoc Committee before us is a fair and an i
the General Assembly has peen left wit

conclusions,
to its own decision.
My delegation fe
part in the peaceful uses
uses of atomic energy.

" certain general

CurCevtcoken w4i-k<in the framework Of th

time." (A/H141 page

els that the United Nations sho
of outer space as it has in the case of the
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AGENDA ITEM 25

MMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE

The report suggests:
a tasks that might appropriately be

e United Nations at the present

functions an

75)

The report

co-operation in the co

" there is an evide

ty the United Nations in som
co-operation in this field."

The scientists of my country have a keen
"international use of launching

co-operation
ranges” and the "in

mentioned in the report.

Furthermore, they have a
launchings". My country particip

during the International Geophysical Year,

"Kappa” .
those which would reach

that by such rockets,
jons, the variation of

other phenomena.

of the Ad Hoc Committee points out the n

nduct of space activities, snd further states that:

nt need for efforts of co-ordination and e

of such joint projects as the
strumentation of satellites and deep space

Now they are exploring the fea
height of 100 - 150 kilometres.

we will be able to observe the density of electrons ané

n interest in the

sibi

up to a

geomagnetic field in ‘the ionosphere,

My delegation Lelieves that the report of %
mpartial one. With regard to the

n complete freedom of action

uld play as distinguished

ecessity of intermatio

e areas by way of support for international

interest in The international

"simultaneous sounding rocket .
ated in the International Rocket Veek 1
by launching sounding rockets name

1ity of launching such rockets aé
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(Mr. Matsudaira, Japan)

The report of the Ad Hoc Committee says that:

1
+ s+ the Techni i
nical Committee has not considered it necessary to deliberate

(A/bk1k1)

on the vehicles used for the exploration of outer space.”

It seems th i i i i
at this field is a kind of a vacuous field in international

O"O p . :V

means p - ~E L,E t . e Coi E,
‘1) 1 ‘, t e z( (S (a ( S of acCtlvV 1 e 2 2 8inuc a8 Bsrace

aCt b b

peaceful

enginl 3

than that of ¢ ] i
he present time. We all know that the development of vehicles

h p Y p >
2

J 2 2

ncouragen d Hoc Committ i
ee points out. However, it is our earnest desire that t
i even a

present countri : i
ries concerned will make public the information in this field as

g

My delegati i
gation is happy to co-sponsor the draft resolution before us I

MI'. I()d.ge aILd. /rt . u.ZIl(at,S()V @] ‘;]le' (:()—()E)elat ve 81 d. E)at e“.t e ‘()l LS W] C e(i

0 the production of this draft resolution

n P

raft resolution.

Tt is expec

etc., as well a8’
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Mr. Michalowski, Poland
ICHALOVWSKI (Poland)' Before entering into the substance of the ( )
Mr. M ; :

.

In the course of last year's discussion on this issue, a considerable
. . ¥ the i

ent achieved between the two primarily interested space Powers, umber of representatives called for such an
the ggreem

approach to outer space problems

\Yj ‘ [I ¥ i ‘ i ions g/ . . . .

f the last two sessions. T am referring to the composition of the Committee all States to outer space and with complete ety oo s
o) e

. _ 2 . X - . ) e - . . y
he P ful Uses of Outer Space and the draft resolution which we co-sponsg point of view and consider that the principle of sovereign equality of States,
i on the Peace ' o sessio
I n full conviction and pleasure. We are particularly glad that this
with full ¢ : S

which is contained in the Charter of the United Nations, is binding on Member

. N dente states in outer space as well as on our planet.
i ts beginning by the unprece i ,
1v, which was marked at i
of our General Assembly,

It seems to us that the

%é i . ement on the matter of general and complete disarmement, 1is international scientific conference broposed in resolution B before us meets !
: ppemimons T f dwill and co-operation. Our session has this demand in the best possible way. 3
’ e her accent of goodw . . !

; closing with anothe . sble conditions caused by a certain relaxati While expressing our full satisfaction with the agreement achieved in

: i cularly favour . % ,

i been held under partl Y large extent, by the histori afting the resolution, I cannot but express my regret that an amendment has

: : tional tension. This was promoted, to a & i

f of internation ' Ly his conversations with been presented by Belgium to the draft.

I i git of Mr. Khrushchev to the United States and by ,

v visi .

It is astonishing that some of us, even

- - - 2 C 3 d ab y hE]’: ] + ] .
R S4i n . n . p n

{ { ( = i e a veme t ’ -1 @] d om om

Y = p v umen - ve Of‘ Be] :-
: a ()ud. t: 54 ess810o lhe j a i: esoLlutio CO & QO ‘ ll‘b- 1]18 repre —t

ptroducing his amendment, referred here to & United Nations formula. We are it

L political and not a legal Committee, and therefore I do not wish to start
A/C'l/LEu'Y' ain the whole, so far unfortunate, history lere a legal discussion. I feel, however, obliged simply to remind the
. i ag ’
T do not intend to bring up e eand rinci
f this issue T would like to limit myself to a few brief remarks on p
(@] n1ls 1958 » "

s gt T i e,

In the course of this

ll b s .

of
t only to our Organization, but also to manki ; Bmething like a United Nations formula in this respecth.
o nfamiliar, no o {
aew one sud TEEREE £ j + time in its entire long history, is faced with We should not, therefore, base our documents on nebulous formulas which
i i for the first . ’ e .

i ss & whole, which, 1imits of our planet. This new subject regquest B celly do not exist. The problem is not a legal or formal one as it was |

: - ing beyond the limits 3

i problems reaching

g also a new approach.

Qd its point lies in an effort made by certain delegations to deprive a group

|
' ich the new era of the conquest of cosmic bt States of their right to participate in an international conference, a !
great tasks and complex problems whic ! }v

, :versal character of these tasks demands unity Sference of universal harsoter by 165 very matae
! fore us. The unive C v .
| Crtors o sute ation on an unprecedented scale. The resul It is strange that we are able to co-operate in matters of planets and stars, H
S 8 i ational co-oper i N I{
efforts and intern ‘ . ich Poland actively Partlclpated t some of us 8till try to discriminate Against certain States which are not b
£ the International Geophysical Year, in whic ‘
0

. . ent iEnt'« - . N | ' | p
. . tinuation on a perman "*0tlsts have been able to explore the dark side of the moon, but there are
] tion provides for con
that the draft resolu

therefore,

@] oute Sl)(:] eses O W t;]:’ll]l t/]l W eI‘l’lablona
4 t r | ce re I

;ll dark spots on this earth which seem to be more difficult to eradicate. ﬁ %
Geophysical Year.
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(Mr. Michalowski, Poland)

g g

e Ve certainly cannot accept this

development of certain political trends.

nd we shall vote against it.
ss of any programme of scienti
s closely related to snother and i

ter s
. aceful uses of ou
t of entirely pe e Soviet Union, and then -

smendment & fic co-operation in the exploration

The succe n our opinion most important

of outer space i A1l menkind

pace.

i namely, tha .
188uEs 7 e succesges of the scientists of th

: emarkabl
hailed the x nen the first earth satell

icularly
i ted States, particu
the Und o first artificisl planet was leunche

when the first rocket orbite

ites were successfully
irst

d, when the firs

put into orbit, when th

maen-made rocket hit the moon, and

d the moon, taking

pictures on its dark side.
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(Mr. Michalowski, Poland)

Immediately, however, justified anxiety followed the Joy, an anxiety that
these memorable triumphs of human ingenuity might be turned against the interest
and security of mankind and extend the arms race into outer space. Therefore,
when speaking about outer space, we should never lose the feeling of the ground

der our Teet but should stand firmly on our earth, keeping in mind the events
going on here.
3 One of the most important tasks of the newly established Committee should be
Q;avoid the extension of present earthly national rivalries and conflicts into
outer space. We now have on our earth a divided Germany, a divided Korea, a

livided Viet-Nam., We should avoid having in the future a divided moon or =a divided

In view of the latest technical achievements, the question of the peaceful use

f outer space is not merely an academic one, Outer space should become a common

round for a broad international peaceful co-operation in the interests of all,

he achievements of science and technology should serve to lead us to a better

uderstanding and remove the causes of international conflicts.

Therefore, we highly commend this draft resolution to the First Committee,
nd I hope that it will be adopted unanimously.

Mr., JHA (India):
laced in orbit.

Nearly two years ago, the first man-mede satellites were
That was a striking event in human history. It was an explosion
the field of human knowledge, with incalculable consequences for the future.
1s said that human civilization has not been really evolutionary, that it has
rogressed, by jumps, by the particular points in history when man has gone forward
imdenly 10 a new era, a further progress in his destiny toward his goal. The
ents that took place a couple of years ago certainly marked a point of inflection
I(fman's Progress toward his destiny.
It is a great tribute that immediately the United Nations realized the
Ttance of the event, the challenge that it rosed to man and to nations and to
’United Nations., It is a tribute to the sensibility of nations, of the big

'™ -- and here T should like to mention the Soviet Union and the United States,
,Of whom brought this gquestion

_ up two years ago, perhaps in an indireet form,
Te the United Nations.

They realized the vastness of the challenge, the




| EEpmmanyE ]

ey S,

i 0 et

HA/ rf A/C.1/PV.1080
12

(Mr. Jha, Tndia)

jmportance Of the advance that man had made in his field of knowledge, and they
wanted the United Nations in some way to be gseized of this matter.

The item we are discussing nov 1is entitled "Report of the Ad Hoc Committee

on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space". This itenm has

to resolution 1348 (XII1), which established en Ad I

uses of outer space and requested that Commithee to

at its fourteenth session on various issues connecte

delegation does not wish to offer any comments on the report of the
Ad Hoc Committee. My country‘was included in the membership of the Ad Hoc Commi
by resolution 1348 (XIII) but, for reasons which I shall refer to later in my ere unsuccessful. An
statement, we did not find it possible O participate in the work of the Ad Hoe “The Committee met this

Committee when it met in May and June of this year.

Although the question of the peaceful uses of outer space came up as & spe@i "not to participate for
jtem on the agends only at the thirteenth session of the General Assembly, the ~did not include one or
subject had come before the United Nations in the past, as I said earlier, as & and which had not been
part of the general problem of disarmement. Specific references to the banning urposes of resolution
the use of outer space for military purposes had been made even in 1957. Followvl

upon President Fisenhowert!s State of the Union message of 10 January 1957, in whi

he said, among other things, that the United States

agreement TO control outer space, missiles and satellite development, the ‘
United States proposed, during the disccussions’ on disarmement in the First Committes
at the eleventh segssion of the General Assembly, that thg testing of outer space ' éPOTt of the Committee to the General Assembly.
objects be prought under international inspection and control to assure their

development exclusively for peaceful purposes. This was followed up during

meetings of the Disarmament Commission in 1957 and,

General Assembly, & resolution was adopted -- resolubion 1148 (XII) -- which,

inter alisa, called for a Jjoint study of an inspectio

that the sending of objects through outer space would be exclusively for peacefuﬁ

and scientific purposes.

When the item came 4p at the thirteenth session

was confidently expected that substantial progress would be made toward achieviné

the objective repeated s0 often in the Test, namely,

exclusively for peaceful and scientific purposes.

A/C.1/PV.1080

15-15

(MI‘. Jha,, T
; . ——» hdia)
r My delegation has consistently taken the position that agreement
great Powers, and particularly between the United States and the S Petirean the
€ Do
viet Union, is

L

come on the agenda consequen It was in this spirit that we, along with Burme and the Unit
nited Arab Re
Public
J

oc Nommittee on the peaceful: "poved a draft resolution in the Fi
f : First Committee at th
e thirteenth sessi
S1ion whe
0 the

report to the General Assemb:

gommittee had re

: ached a deadlock -- a draft resolution which requesteg

d with outer space. My the Unitegq
e

g tates of .
5 America and the Soviet Union to get 1 ]
ch an

- agreed s :
ag olution to the question of the membership of the proposed A4
hich was the controversial issue at that stage. Unfortunately ££-§EE Commi tteg
. s tihese ef ?
Ad Hoc Committee was established by resolution lBMforts
8

year. Five out of the eighteen members of the ( (XIII),
mmittee

. did not i i
participate in the meetings. My own country was one of th
€m. Ve
the reason that we were of the view that any nachj decideq
nery whiCh

th
e other of the two countries most advanced in th
is fiel
d

agreed to by these countries would not subserve t
he

13k
nis matte ? 8 (XIII) and of other earlier resolutions co

r. My delegation is convinced that the results of th Ncerneqd with

e work dOn

© by the

d Hoc Commi
mnittee would have been far more satisfactory if the quest
was willing to enter into a embership of the Committee had been estion of ¢y
\ settled at the thirt ©
eenth session

his without tryin whi way the w
g to whittle down in an
Y y y th ork that was
done b
Y the

cmmitt .
ee and the results which were achieved and which are inco
rporated 4
n the

at the twelfth session of thes

n system designed to ensure -

of the General Assembly, 1

that outer space would be us
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(Mr. Jha, India)

Vhile we are discussing this question, Mr. Chairman, I would crave your

indulgence and that of the members of this Committee to digress for a moment,

of Sweden and Argentira have done,
w weeks in a field which in many ways 18 similar

Ag most Members here

as the representatives to refer to the
developments during the past fe
I refer to the problem of Antarctica.

to outer spaces
years expressed grave concern on the

are avare, my country had since many

possibilities of Antarctica being used in any manner that would create or

accentuate world tension. e were happy to read only a few days 2g0 that

twelve nations, including the United States and the Soviet Union, had signed a

Treaty on Antarctica, the first article of which stated:

YAntarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only.
a military naturg such as the

There shall be

prohibited, inter alia, any measure of

establishment of military bases and fortifications, the carrying out of

as well as the testing of any type of weapons.

military manoeuvres,
sought to achieve when we

This is precisely the form of agreement which we
suggested the inscription of this item in the agenda of the Assembly at the

e are extremely heppy to note that the outcome of the

een entirely successful.
position that my country has always héld, and o

eleventh session, and W
Washington Conference has b The results of that

Conference only confirmed the

in my statement, that the essential element in

which I made reference earlier
scussing nov is the agreement petween the Powers

matters such as the one we are ai

It shows what marvellous results can pe achieved if big

directly concerned.

me together and come to an agreement.
of treaty that we wish to see in the

Powers coO The Treaty on Antarctica signed

in Washington on 1 December is the type

While we realize that in the f£ield of outer space there

field of outer space.

are several problems that do not apply to Antarctica, we are convinced that

I repeat, made the Treaty of

given the good will and co-operation which,
the Powers directly concerned to

Antarctica possible, it should be possible for
ptable agreement.

settle their differences and reach a mutually acce

I referred a moment ago to the diverse aspects of the problem of outer ppace

There has been & good deal of discussion, for example, on the legal aspects of

outer space, what constitutes outer space; ard what a
that is to s&y, the space OVer and above the

But I should 1like to

re the rights of

nations over. outer Space;

atmosphere. These are indeed jmportant issues.

A/C.1/PV.1080
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(Mr. Jha, India)

ebate on this sub,j
Ject at the thirteenth session Mr. Krish
. . Krishna Menon said th
ens

LRI ha i 1S no p y

]:] £ :
de ruc i

’

f reference in
para
j (8/C.1/L.207) is Widgraph 1 (a) of part A of the draft resolution bef
possibilities or 1i e enough.  But whatever be the immediate ob efore us
| et objectiv
bjective of a | ions of the committee proposed to be f es or
, ny consideration of the pz ormed, the ultimate
be the prohibition of th he problem of outer space must, in
©us ou f N4
and the eventual conclusi use of outer space for any military pur, r opinion,
utilization of ou clusion of a convention aiming at th . poses whatsoever,
. . (@] oute e solelv -
s needless t r space for the benefit of man Side b ¥y peaceful
| © underline ' y side with this, i
. that there should be progress towards d this, it
s disarmament and %
he

(6]

f chemical a
nd bacteri i
1L reins eriological warfare. Progress i i
: intorce efforts in the other field n each field, we believe,
Se

e

p

.
r r

esolutions ado

. opted b

tests . ai . . ¥y the General Assembly on the questi

! ,. dissemination -of nuclear weapon . stion of nuclear weapons
= S’ ’e C.

tisfactory. ALl these have been very

Ve have yet

another achievem .
, ent ; . .
‘he big Powers in this direction.

Republics,

, notably the . The sincere eff
United States and the Union of Soviet Social e ot
ocialist

to both of wh
om we wi
lestone of Progress : wish to pay warm tribute, have led to vet
. . e
am referring to the agreed resoluti yeh snother
on which is befor
e

the Assembl i

Yy will u i

ha unanimo .

V€ the honour co-sponsor ' usly adopt this draft resolution

s Committee.

kvelopments,

thiS d aft e t. aion W l/ ‘; CcCOou ‘,[ e’s ar l
| . g 1 h O heI‘ i y
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: i : (Mr. Brucan, Romania)
(Mr. Jha, India)

The sponsorship of this draft resolution is a good cmen to that effect; that

co-operation aimed at the peaceful utilization of outer space. Thus we trust ig why it commands the unanimous vote of this Committee.

that the New Year will arrive on a note of hope and faith in peace, friendship In this connexion it is a matter of deep disappointment to us that the

and understanding awmong nations and constructive international co-operation for legation of Belgium is pressing for an amendment which in fact seeks to impose

the benefit of all menkind. We hope that the draft resolution will receive the:

policy of discrimination on the proposed scientific conference. The argument

unenimous support of this Committee. at this is a standard practice does not hold water -- the more so since,this

onference being supposed to be scientific in character, no political strings

Mr. BRUCAN (Romania): The Romanian delegétion wishes to Jjoin the culd be attached if it is to be a success.

In fact, the significance of the
lgian amendment smounts to maintaining that Member States hold the monopoly of
nowledge on outer space.

delegations which previously expressed their satisfaction for the agreement

reached on the draft resolution regarding international co-operstion in the ‘ Pressed to its logical conclusion, this contention
peaceful uses of outer space. Ve are particularly pleased to see this agreement; ' ould imply that knowledge on outer space is one of the qualifications for

concluded within the United Nations. This fact itself has a mexked

embership in the United Nations -- and heaven knows how untrue this is. In short,

significance for our Organization, for this very session of the Assembly as well his is o fellacy too greab to be senctioned in a United Nations resolution.

as for the future activities of the United Nations. It demonstrates in a oreover, T cannot but say that such a solicy of discrimination uld affect

conspicuous manneyr thet if due regard is shown to the views and interests of all sdversely both the preparabion of the conference and its deliberations.

parties concerned, as prescibed in the Charter, then the United Nutions can Therefore, T shall vote against the amendment, and I hope that all those

effectively act as the centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the ho wish to make this conference a success will do Likewise.

attainment of its common ends.

For the time being, it seems that United Nations Members find it easier to Mr. BERARD (France) (interpretation from French): The question of
apply this provision of the Charter in outer space. May all of us learn %o ’ uter space was brought up in the United Nations for the first time in 1957. 1In
apply it also in matters besetting our own planet. 3958 it was covered in a constructive debate, and this year we find 1t on the
International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space has become ‘agenda of the Assembly for the second time.
imperative nowadays. The launching of the first Sputnik has opened a new and fome have felt -- and my delegation cannot say that they are altogether
glorious page of history but, like the other great discovery of human genius, of our deliberations has not been commensurate with that
that is, the splitting of the atom, the exploration of outer space has raised the;

problem of the end to which this achievement will be used by man: for new and achicvements of the past few years are far ahead of our efforts towards

gigantic strides towards a better world or for its destruction. Although the : ;international organization and co-ordination. This lag, while gengine, is in no
: L ¥

choice would appear VvVery simple, the contemporary world has become famous for its .

vay surprising or alarming. It would be grave only if the international community
capacity to turn the simplest matters into the most complicated predicaments. The ad turned sway from the problem and had made no effort to become cognikant of
walls of this room have witnessed and withstood many performances of this kind. he various possibilities implicit in it or to define the methods that would make
I hope that human reason will withstand these performances as well. After all, t possible to put it to use in the interests of mankind as a ele. From this

if there is some hope that the right choice will be made, it lies chiefly with 1Oint of view, results that are by no means negligible have been coured.
man's peculiar ability of thinking. I see no reason why this ability, if used,
should not take us to the only choice man could make. Men's asribute of thinkin

is indeed univercal. Let us hope that nothing will hamper its equitable

geographic distribution and representation.
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(Mr. Bérard, France

(vr. bérard, France)

To begin with, at our thirteenth session it was acknowledged that the: _ The composition of the new committee, the establishment of which has been

osed at this session, differs from the one which had been Judged fair last

of the peaceful uses of outer space should be undertaken without awaiting t@

conclusion of an agreement on the other aspects of the problem. WNot that o + by the majority of the General Assembly, and, from that point of view it

should be resigned to deferring an agreement on general disarmament under

t be open to some criticism. For its part, the French delegation remains

effective international control to a later stage -- since the urgency of th ched to the criteria of geographical representation and technical and

agreement has been once again recognized unanimously in the course of the

dical competence, which ouzht to guide us whenever an organ of this kind
present session -- but because, as was the case with the decisions adopted@

o be established. 1In giving its approval to the new committee, the French

concerning the peaceful uses of atomic energy, it would have been unwise to gation expresses the wish that the concession thus made to the cause of

postpone for an indeterminate period the international decisions that are :

rnational co-operation shall not have been granted in vain and that, within

required at a moment when a new realm of endeavour -- outer space -- is bein organ, the same atmosphere of fruitful and cordial co-operation will continue

opened to human activity.

revail. Surely, thanks to the presence of the Soviet Union, the committee
Once this first step was taken, the General Assembly, in resolution 13

‘be able to go beyond the stage of preliminary studies and to help the

deemed it necessary to collect as much information as possible on the numero neral Assembly in adopting constructive decisions,

problems relating to the peaceful uses of outer space before recommending

Thanks to the agreement which has been achieved, it is now possible,

specific programmes of international co-operation in this field. To that en efore, to advance along the path opened up by the General Assembly at its

Cormittee was set up which met in May and June last and whose report was pr

eeding session. And what do we expect from the committee which we are about

in document A/L141 on 14 July 1959. That document reviews existing activit et up?

and resources, the problems which have arisen, and the needs felt. This is .In the opinion of wy delegation, the committee will have the Job of reviewing

work which had never before been undertaken and which constitutes a valuab. if* necessary, supplementing or studying more deeply the guestions with which

body which preceded it was entrusted. It will also have to study ways and

source of information such as will be always useful to refer to when we ar?

obliged to take decisions concerning outer space., But it is a preliminar

ans which will make it possible, at the appropriate time, to implement concrete
whose authors did not claim to settle definitely any problem or to impose. an

rammes of international co-operation. I shall not dwell ©0 this aspect of

solution. The spirit of friendly comprehension and the constructive preocCu committee; it will be for the experts to evaluate in each specific case what

which guided the proceedings of that Committee are a good omen for the futur 1mmediately desirable and what might be premature.

international co-operation in this field.

In the juridical field, the committee may, in our opinion, even while
But a serious obstacle has arigen along this path. A great country, i

inuing the documentation work already undertaken, present suggestions for

scientific achievements are recognized by the whole world, had not deemed.}

?Olution of the problems which arise. But it should refrain from fixing as

to participate in the proceedings of the Committee, of whose composition'it Qw over-precise rules which would not teke sufficient account of the

not approve. There is no need today to revert to this controversy which c}

our discussions last year and which, even before the present debate, thanks

efforts of the delegaticns of the United States and the Soviet Union, was: 8

Subsequent development of the work.

‘May I add that the French delegation joins with those that have welcomed

8ratification the Soviet proposal for an intermaticnal scientific conference




A/C.1/PV.1080
2k-25

MW /wem

(Mr. Bérard, France)

in 1960-1961 on the peaceful uses of outer space. It will, of course, be up to |

ut the necessary preparatory studies so as to determine

the committee to carry O

the arrangements, thc agenda,

T

the place and the date of this confercnce.

H/ ek " A/C.1/PV.1080
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The cconsiderations which T have just outlined have found their expression
draft resolution A/C.1/1.247, which France, together with eleven other

suntries, has co-spongored. Similarly, my delegation shares the concern which

a5 inspired the amendment submitted by the Belgian delegabion in document
4/C.1/1. 248,

In conclusion, may I be permitted to express the wish that the text of the

raft resolution thus amended will be adopted unanimously by our Committee.

Mr. SCHURMANN (Netherlands): In last year's session of the General

gsembly the United Wations was for the first time seriously confronted with the
roblems of outer space., The speakers in the debate which was then held were

nanimously of the opinion that the United Nations would have to endeavour to

nsure that humanity's conquest of outer space would from the start be a peaceful

pe, and to avoid -~ 28 happened in the case of atcmic enerpy -- this new sphere

of human activity falling prey to military rivalry between the big Powers. In

nformity with this view resolution 1348 (XIII) recognized that "it is the

common aim that outer space should be uged for peaceful purposes only'.

In my intervention at that time, I ventured to say that we could not be

ertain that this purpose would be attained with either speed or ease. Tt is

0 be expected that many complications ~~ and implications «w- of a legal,

clentific, organizational and pelitical. character will have to be faced, and it

ould therefore be naive to think that the exclusively peaceful use of outer

space couwld be ensured within & short bime.

In the view of my delegation, it is therefore necessary to apply ourselves

@‘the time being to the no less real and important task of promoting

’fhternational co~operation in the exploration and exploitation of outer space.

I what 1s possible and desirable in this connnexion the report of the Ad Hoc

mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, established last year, gives us

ul

wealth of interesting information.

The Netherlands delegation wishes to express its appreciabion for the

rious study the Committee has devoted to variocus aspects ~F the matter, and is
i
che opinion that it is deserving of praise mainly for three reascns. First

& L J

*Cause —~ in spite of the absence of scme of 1ts menbers -- it has carried out
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In our opinion it is not yet possible
0 reach a clear-

cut answer to that question on an international governmental

As to the scientific part of the report,

we consider it a merit that it is
ased on the fundamental thesis that international co

~operation in the uge of
uter space is desirable and sometimes even essential "

in order to realize to
she fullest the potential benefits of space activities".

This co-operation is
’

mowledge already acquired has made it possible -~ and will increasingly continue

-~ to achieve practical applications in several rields, such as

eteorology, communications, television and broadcasting.

This means that such
nternational organizations as tke World Health Organization,

the International
elecommunication Union and the International Civil Aviation Organization will

ave their parts to play, which, I am sure, they will do with willingness and
efficiency. With regard to this co-operation my delegation would like to draw

ttention to the necessity of promoting the best possible co~-ordination of the
ctivities of the various specilalized agencies. In conformity with the opinion
oiced by the Economic and Social Council, in the arpendix to its resolution 743
XXVIII), the co-ordination should, in the first instance, be directed by the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination. We consider thié point of great
lportance.

Co~ordination should be assured at an early stage, when the

ctivities of the agencles concerned are still in the initial phase and before

ach of them has started on a programme of its own. Past experience has taught

$.that once this development is under way it becomes much more difficult to

ep it in hand.
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(Mr. Kurka, Czechoslovakia)

my delegation considers it only natural that, in preparing the international Czechoslovakia, of ccurse, cannot boast of such successes in the scientific

e use of the knowledge and experience of

conference, its organizers should mak udy of outer space as can the Soviet Union and the United States Neverthel
. ertheless
J

these bodies. he results achieved by our scientists, for example within the framework of the

Tn conclusion, may I say that my delegation will, of course, vote for the - ternational Geophysical Year, represent a valuable contribution to th
' 0 the storehouse

/C.l/L.EMY and that it will also vote for the amendment contai world science. We have always supported and continue to support all
; port all measures

draft resolution A

in document A/C.1/L.248.

gsigned to promote int i 1 - i i :
i D ernational co-operation in all fields of science because we

e convinced that such co-operation constitutes a substantial element in

Mr . KURKA (Czechoslovakia) (interpretetion frow Russian): The proble lating i '
anslating into reallty the principles of co-existence of all peoples

of international co-operation in the field of peaceful uses of outer space have

attracted the attention of all peoples throughout the world, especially during %

past few years, thanks to the vast development of science and technology in the

Soviet Union and a number of other countries. The present year, 1959, will go

down in the annals of the history of interplenetary flight as the year in which’

first artificial planet of the solar system was put in orbit, the year that saw

launching of the first rocket to reach the surface of the moon from the earth, th:

year when the first automatic,interplanetary laboratory circumnavigated the moénb

making photographs of its previously unknown side and transmitting extremely us

data on cosmic space back to the earth. In the opinion of scientists, the dat

secured in this year's studies exceeded in abundznce snd value evevythipg echie
in the relevant fields of science since their very beginnings.

Like all peoples throughout the world, we have welcocimed the successes of

Soviet science and technology in opening up to mankind new, highly practical wa

for the study of the cosmos which represent a tremenduaous contribution in the

development of world science. Today, with the development of science swiftly

rushing shead at a dizzy pace, the problems concerning the peaceful uses of oute;

space occupy the attention of all menkind. The peoples contemplate the future W

mixed feelings of hope and apprehension. Will these great achievements of humén

genius be devoted to improving science, economy and culture? Or will the oppos

be the result: will they become instruments of catastrophe and general

extermination? We eXpress our firm hope “hat the United Netions will make ever;

effort to ensure that the benefits of science and technology will go entirely to

the service of humanity.
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: at - fiel seience relating to questions
T+ 1is universally known that the fields of science relakting q

. those which 1 ire t st effort a
of the study of outer space are among those which require the most effort and

axerticn.

co-operation which have already gained their spurs in other fields of science

should likewise find application in the field of the scientific

space

convening of which has been proposed by the Government of the Soviet Union,
onvening of which _

may constitute such a Tirst

experience and data among scientbists of all countries of the world.

it o * The ronsiderstior
no doubt that such a confervence will be the suitable forum for the ~onsideraticn

end. adoption of effectiv

A

af international scie

i

SPACE.

on the pavh of all States Members of our Orpganizatlon.

Tn this comnexion, L drem

delegation chjects to bthe smendwent just submitted to document.A/C,l/L.2M7,
as the resulbt of which particpation in the conference would be confined to
States Members of the United Nations or of the specialized agencies only.

The Czechoslovak delegation considers that the possibility of taking part in the
Aeliberations of bhat confevence should be open without limitation to scholars

and scientists from all of the world'!'s countries.

that amendment .
The improvement of the climate
of a definite realistins approach to

have contribubed bo the achicevement

most directly noncerned on 2 number

development.,

of the agreement achieved this year on the composition
Commitbee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

achievement was not registered last year.

losh

3

Framevork of the United Nations in questions relating to all aspects of the

peaceiil uses of onher space.
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Ve are convinced that the international scientific conference, the

step toward a hroad exchange of opinions, scientifid

e and generally useful measures for the further developme
and. general
atific co-ope.ation in the field of the studies of cosmic
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it necessary to state that the Czechoslovak

The Czechoslovak delegation has taken special note with gratificatl

a year which might have been used for affective co-operation within the
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(Mr. Kurka, Czechoslcvekia)

cwdy of outer

There is

«

Yo shall therefore vote againg

of internabional relations and the appearance;

the problems of the study of outer space
of agreement this year between the countries

of questions, and we can only welcome this

of the United Nations
We may only express regret that th

The result vwas only that the year was,
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(Mr. Kurka, Czechoslovakia)

It is desirable that the work of the new United Nations committee should be

successful.

We regard this as one of the means of strengthening broad

international co-operation which can yield rich fruit to humanity.

The Government of the Czechoslovak Republic attaches exceptional significence

to broad international co-operation in the field of scientific studies of outer

space and its peaceful uses.
become one of the co-sponsors
AJC.1/L.247, vhich determines

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer

scientific conference

field of the peaceful

For these reasons, the Czechoslovaek delegation has
of the draft resolution contained in document
the new wembership of the United Nations Committee

Space and which recommends that an international

should be convened for the exchange of experience in the

uses of outer space,

The Czechoslovak delegation expresses the hope that this draft resolution

will command the full

support of all the States Mewbers of the United Nations

and that, as the result of this, a sound foundation will be created for further

‘development of international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space.

express its gratification at the patience and spirit of co-operation and goodwill

among the Powers concerned that have made agreement on this question possible and

have produced the draft resolution now before us.

It is a matter of particular

satisfaction that this agreement provides for the creation of a United Nations

committee in which the countries with the most to contribute in this field will be

able to participate.

It has from the beginning been the goal of the Canadian

delegation to see agreement reached on the composition of an outer space body

which would be broadly representative, both functionally and geographically, and in

wvhich the Powers with the greatest experience and expertise in outer space

science and technology would co-operate.

Ve are convinced that every effort should be made to avoid, with respect to

outer space, the difficulties which have arisen with respect to nuclear weapons

through the failure to develop international agreements at an early enough stage.

For the promotion of the over-riding interest of the community of nations in

maintaining the freedom of space for peaceful, scientific and beneficial purposes,

for the promotion of international scientific co-opervation in the exploitation for

the benefit of mankind of the potentialities of outer space, for the establishment

IR T




R T

BHS/gso A/C.1/PV.1080
38
(Mr. Nebbitt, Canada)

of the rule of law in outer space while there is still time, for the promotion of
an international regime for outer space -- for all these purposes an indispensible
first stage is the creation of a United Nations committee with a generally
acceptable composition such as is proposed in the 12-Power draft resolution.

Canaeda, which is a member of the new committee, as it was of the old, will o
course dedicate itself to the achievement of the objectives for which the committees
is being created and will do its best, as it did in the Ad Hoc Committee, to make:
s contribution consistent with the knowledge and resources available to us.

While esteblishment of a permanerit committee on outer spacé is a welcome éhd
important event, we should at the same time not lose sight of the gquestions of
substance which it involves, such as those covered in the Ad Hoce Committee's report
or of the terms of reference of the new body. The ultimate end in view must of
course be to promote international co-operation in, and international regulation ofj
the peaceful uses of outer space.

In approaching the work of the new committee, we should bear in mind that in
scientific activities the concept of international co-operation has come to cover
a whole range of activities: the traditional informal exchanges between scientist
of different nations; more formal exchanges arranged by non-governmental
international séientific orgenizations; and arrangements through inter-governmenta
orgenizations such as the United Nations. My delegation considers it desirable to.
emphasize that the great preponderance of international scientific co-operation
tekes place through the traditional informal exchanges of the gscientists themselves

and, with a few significant exceptions, the objective of inter-governmental

scientific activities should be to facilitate and supplement such exchanges, but not

to displace them. In this way the proposed international scientific conference can
and should play en important role in the exchange of experience in the peaceful
uses of outer space.

It is, of course, true that space research raises special problems because of ;
its significance for defence and because of its extension beyond netional boundari .
However, even in this field it is, we think, true that the best form of
international co-operation would be through informal exchanges of scientists. The
greatest contribution that the United Nations could meke to the promotion of the
peaceful uses of outer space would be to ensure that scientists throughout the worl&

may pursue research in outer space with that freedom to exchange ideas and

information that is traditional to scientists.

;BHS/gso
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In suggesting that informal exckenges omong scientists ccnstitute the

ideal in international scientific co-operation, and that the success of any

United Nations activity in this area should be measured partly against its

usefulness in promoting fuller collaboration between scientists, I would not wish

to imply that the United Nations has no more direct role to play.
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It is clear that there are large areas of activity in srace research that must are to be commended. They include the scientists and legal advisers to delegations,
ultimately beccme the responsibility of the United Nations, if only because gembers of the Secretariat and above all the Committee's distinguished Chairwan,
activities in space are outside national boundaries and therefore raise legal L Apbassador batsudaira of Japan as well as the other officers, Professor Ambrosini
and regulatory protlems that can be settled amicably only in an international of Italy, who was the chairman of the Tegal Sub-Committee, Doctor Rose, of my
organization, It seews to my delegation that the unique contribution to be ; own country, who was chairwan of the Technical Committee and Ambassador Nisot
made by the United Nations lies in these areas. of Belgium, the Committee's rapporteur.

However, to suggest that there are certain regulatory functions which are ; : The pace of developments in the exploration of outer space has been so rapid
appropriate for the United Nations is not by eny means to suggest that the yv/ that conclusions arrived at even as recently as six months ago, however tentatively
nited Nations itself should have the nverriding responsibility. It is clear , ‘they may have been expressed, way no longer be completely valid. TIndeed this
that some of the specialized agencies in their respective fields have a role to pOSSibility finds recognition in one of the general conclusions set out on
play. In thelr relationships to one another in their work in the outer space : @age 6o of document_&/ulul wvhere 1t is stated:
field, it is desirable to avoid the competition which has posed difficulties for : "Progress, plans and needs in connexion with the peaceful uses
the United MNations in these other fields. There is a danger otherwise that much of outer space should be reviewed again by the United NNations in about
useful energy may be expended to little profit and we consider that the right ’ one year."
hasis tor co-ordination must be established at an early stage. This is one of K 7 If such an early review is required on the organizational side with respect
the questicns which should be looked into at an appropriate stage in the to the scientific and technological aspects of the peaceful uses of outer space
discussions cof the new committee. ‘ it is even more necessary, in the view of my delegation, in respect of legal

In approaching its task, the Committee will have the benefit of the very problems. In the course of any review of the legal problems we consider that
useful preliminary work which was done by the QQ“EQE_Committee, as outlined in : arly consideration should be given to the whole range of problems relating to
its report in document A/k1k1.  This report, which will be available to Members ‘sovereipnty in outer space. We are in complete agreement with the view expressed
of the new Committee, provides a very useful, objective, and, we believe, . ‘in paragraph 7 on page 6% of document A/B1L1 that a comprehensive codification

4
comprehensive account of what the United HMations, related organizaticns and T'TY f space law is not practicable or desirable at the present stage of knowledge
other international btodies have already accomplished in international co~operatidﬁ : nd development. However, we are also in agreement with the recogniticn given
in the peaceful uses ol outer space. T+ also contains in the sections dealing ,0y the Ad Hoc Committee to the need both to take timely constructive action and
with the work of its ftechnical and legal sub-committees a broad indicaticn of 40 make the law of space Tespeonsive to the facts of space.
the problems of 2 scientific, technical, regulatory and legal nature which face ; Tn view of the physical penetration by man of the space beycnd the earth's -
mankind as it penetrates outer space, with some suggestions Tor possible approaches tmosphere and even bheyond the earth's field of pravitation, my delegation g %L
to the solution of these problems. ’ considers that one of the questions which the new Committee should consider as

ity delegation ~onsiders that this report, which was adopted unanimously, is‘ matter of priority is the formulation of a rule, and the means to gain

a very useful document, and we Tully endorse the observations and tentative 4 Universal acceptance of that rule, that no part of space or of any celestial

conclusicns contained in it. Ve think that all concerned with its preparation POdy may be approoriated by or be subjected to the jurisdiction of any State.
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Perhaps this result could be achieved by the adoption, by the General Assembly
on the advice of its Outer Space Committee, of a suitably phrased declaration
establishing this principle. Fallure to take some such measures now to prevent
the acquisition of legal rights in outer space may very well prejudice the
ability of the community of nations later to devise equitable and wige rules

to reflect the common interests and rights of all mankind in the utilization of

space.

Mr. TARABANOV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from French): It has very

often been repeated by the qualified representatives of the great Powers that
full co-operation between great and small nations would be of tremendous
importance for the ultimate development, not only of our knowledge of outer
space, but also for the development of techniques and for the creation of
possibilities of even greater and more brilliant conquests in this field.

We cannot but be pleased at what has been achieved thus far, that is, to
have come to an agreement on the measures to be taken in the organization of the
exploration of outer space on an international level. We trust that this will
permit us to do away with the obstacles that have thus far existed or any that
may appear in the future in the path of all institutions, be they international
or national, working in this specific field.

This naturally presupposes the fact that 2ll countries, without any ?
distinction whatever, will be able to participate in the work of the conferences
that are organized, that they can share in all the efforts and enterprises made
in the future. There cannot and there must not be any discriminations against
any country, great or suwall, especially not in the case of countries that have
certain and sure possibilities of co-operating not only in the work of studying
outer space, but that may in one way or another assist in the future progress of
these enterprises through the organization of peace and understanding, and thus
strengthening international peace, leading ultimately to true and full co-operatio

among all peoples.
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The difficulties that occurred last year in the organization of co-operation
pong all States in the study of outer space, because of the opposition by certain
ountries who refuséd to recognize the right of the majority of humanity in this

ork, made 1t impossible to come to an agreement at that time on this vital

question. This obviously made it impossible to come to truly tangible results.
‘1t also hampered a fruitful co-operation, an lncrease in-the work and

'knowledge achieved.
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I am afraid that this spirit has not entirely disappeared, It gtill appears
that although an agreement has been arrived at on the main issues and co-operation
in this field has been assured, means &are still being sought to keep from
participation certain countries that geographically as well as scientifically
might greatly assist in the fulfilment of the work that the nations of the world
have undertaken in this study of outer space. UWe would prefer to believe and
to trust that those who have endeavoured to contribute towards the agreement
arrived at will not be left behind and that such countries which have assisted
in the agreement will not support this smendment that seems to be intended to
undermine the agreements already arrived at. This would obvicusly jeopardize
the fruitful co-operation that we can envisage for the future.

This amendment goes against the spirit and the letter of the dratt resolution
that has been submitted to this Committee because the third paragraph of the
draft resclution states: |

"Desiring to avoid the extension of present national rivalries into

this new field,”. (4/C.1/L,247)

Therefore, there is an effort made here to avoid the creation of new national
rivalries as well. Consequently this. amendment excludes countries that,
independent of their will and of their rights, are not as yvet Members of our
Organization from this entire enterprise that is heing undertaken, These
countries also may not as yet be members of the specialized agencies,
Therefore, not only are we depriving ourselves of the assistance they may give,
but we are also creating new and artificial obstacles in the road 4o international
co-operation and assistance, especially in the specific field that we are
discussing. This also applies to possible co-operation in the road towards
general disarmeament. That is why when, at this moment, we are aboub to ccome to
an agreement between all countries to ensure understanding and co-operation
such an amendment cannot be supported.

We are on the verge of settling this matter of co-~operation between all
nations in the subject of the peaceful uses of outer space. This being the case,
we hope and trust that this solution and the co~operation that will follow upon
its heels will contribute to a settlement of the other aspect of the problem,

the military aspect, which has been mentioned repeatedly in the courze of the
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(Mr, Tarabanov, Bulgaria)

iscussions on disarmament that took place in this Committee and during this

‘session of the General Assembly. Obviously this aspect could be completely

gettled and the dangers of the uses of outer space for military and bellicose

‘purposes could be obviated if nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction,

Aas well as other installations intended to carry and deliver these weapons,

yere to be eliminated.

Having come to an agreement on the basic principles of co-operation in the

peaceful uses of outer space, we would like to express the hope that this will

,iead us to ccme to an agreement on the military aspect of the problem.

The delegation of the People's Republic of Bulgaria expresses the wish that the

‘document, (3/C. 1/L.247) presented by Brazil, the Soviet Union, the United States

and other countries will be adopted by the Comxmittee because this will create

the right atmosphere conducive to an agreement, as well as ensure a co-operation
that will ever grow and become ever stronger in the future. However,

we cannot vote in favour of the amendment submitted by the delegation of Belgium,
which is intended to set up immediate obstacles in the path of the co-operstion
that we can envisage and to make it difficult for those who are really eager

to come to a fruitful agreement as much -n fhis specific aspect as in full
co~operation between peoples. These countries are really eager to ensure peace

in the world, and therefore we will vote against the Belgian amendment.

Mr. LOUTFI (United Arab Republic)(interpretation from French): It is
with great satisfaction that my delegation co-sponsors the draft resolution
(A/C.l/L.2h7) which is the fruit of co-operation and sgreement arrived at

between the great Powers. This document was brilliantly submitted to the

VCOmmittee this afternoon by the delegations of the United States and the
Soviet Union. It has been explained by a number of speakers who have taken the
- floor before me, and therefore I do not believe that it is necessary for me to

“Tepeat the explanations at this late hour.

We cannot but congratulate the great Powers for the tremendous efforts
hey have made in order to come to an agreement on this document. which will,

8 we hope, allow the Committee to bring to a fruitful result the co-operation

Of 811 peace~loving nations and Members of the United Nations in the peaceful

USes of outer space.
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We are also extremely happy at the results that have been achieved this
year in this field by the Soviet Union and the United States, of which mention
was made today by the representatives of these two great countries. Their
scientists have, by their research, contributed to this progress and we &are sure
that the results of their work will be of great use 1n the. peaceful uses of
outer space.

T am convinced that this year the Committee will be confronted by political
and legal problems of great importance. e feel that if we can continue
tovards our aim, which 1s the peaceful uses of outer space, We will achieve great
progress in this field, progress which will be redound to the great benefit of
all humanity. Ve have an example before us -~ the agreement that has just been
signed regarding Antarctica. The representative of Sweden mentioned this today,
and we believe it is an important precedent in the field of international
co-operation. Ve feel that very few poor countries can progress alone and
carry out the experiments necessary because of-the expenditure involved.
Therefore, international co-operation is imperative. Furthermore, co-ordination
in tracking also requires co-operation between States.

Ve cannot pass over in silence the work carried out in the International
Ceophysical Year, work with which we were assoclated, and we have noted with
satisfaction that the draft resolution has also noted the work and teken 1t at
its true value. We feel that the convoking of an international conference for
the exchange of experience in the peaceful uses of outer space will also be of
great assistance towards this end.

Tn conclusion, my delegation wishes to congratulate the great Powers that
have ccome to an agreement on the basis of international co-operation and we trust’
that this co-operation will redound to the benefit of all humenity. We, on our

part, will do all in our power to contribute our modest abilities +o that end.

statements from various sources, I

Ad Hoc Committee:
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Mr, ORTONA (Italy): At the end of a very busy session of this General

Assembly, we are convening here to discuss the question of the peaceful uses of
outer space.

It is a refreshing feeling to realize that space is not yet cluttered by the
pany political, racial, territorial aad economic problems imposing their burden
on all our activities, and it is at the same time a great responsibility on all of
ws to keep it this way. It is an encouraging feature of the present situation
that many of the difficulties in the way of ftrue international co~operation in
this field are over.

One year ago the General Assembly, fully aware of this responsibility, gave
en Ad Hoc Committee the mendate of studying the problem of the peaceful uses of

outer space, under resolution 1348 (XIII), asking it, among other things, to
3 5 4
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The area of international co-operation and Programmes in the
reaceful us 3 whi 1 apj i
je 1l uses of outer space which could appropriately be undertaken

under United Nations auspices ... " (Resolution 1348 (XI11))

The Ad Hoc Committee had to perform its work with what I should like to call

‘m11ncomplete composition but, nonetheless, under the brilliant chairmanship of
the representative of Japan and through the rewarding efforts of its two sub-

comitte .
mittees, technical and legal, was able to present to the General Assenbly a

- report of considerable importance and interest.,

May I recall at this poi ' ¥ g i
is point what, after due consideration given to many

stated on 18 June at the final meeting of the

"The work done by the two committees, as shown in the reports,

indicates that the most important step left before us is the decision

on how to ensure that this work be not left in a vacuum but Y& continued
through fuhure instrumentalities: I think that we would fall in our
duty and that it would be most deceiving if we did not try to give a
satisfactory response to the expectations that the Assembly has
expressed vis-an-vis our Committee for what concerns the continuation

of international co-operation in this field.,"
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was due in particular to the large dimensions of the sputniks and of their
carrier rockets, to skilfully selected planes of inclinaticn of their orbits in
relation to the plane of the earth's equator, and to the power of the radio
transmitters which they carried. We likewise understand the initiative of the
Soviet Union on the grounds that the spirit of co-operation is inherent in the
science and technology of the Soviet Union, and this in turn, to a considerable
degree, accounts for the great successes registered by the Soviet land in the
field and the study of the exploration of the cosmos.

In close co-operation with their colleagues from the entire Soviet Union,
the Ukrainian scientists, engineers, workers and construction workers have
contributed to the exploration of cosmic space. The Ukrainian people is
justifiably proud of the fact that a share of its toil is to be found in the
Soviet sputniks and rockebs, and likewise it takes pride in the fact that the
results of large-scale astronomic investigations and observations carried out
in the Ukraine have been put to use in preparing the launching of these cosmic
craft.

Such large scientific institutions as the main Astronomic Observatory of th
Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainisn Soviet Socialist Republic in Kiev, the
Poltava Gravimetric Observatory in the Crimea, and likewise, the State
Universities in Xiev, Lvov, Odessa and Kharkov have engaged in the study of ‘
cosuic space in the Ukrainian g5R.  There exists in the Ukraine seven permanent
tracking stations for artificial satellites and cosmic rockets. Valuable resu
from observations of artificial sputniks in particular have been obtained in
Kiev and Uzhgorod. Fifty observatories, stations and observation points have
engaged in the Ukrainian SSR in studies in connexion with the programme of the
International (Geophysical Year.

We trust that the participation of scientists in the conference now: proposed
will strengthen and expand scientifi¢ bonds between all countries, including th
seientific bonds of the Ukraine. In this connexion, I should like to recall t
success scored DY similar scientific conferences previously convened under

United Nations auspices; that is, the two Geneva Conferences on the peaceful us

of atomic energy. Moreover, our delegation cannot fail to express its
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(Mr. Udovichenko, Ukrainian SSR)

gratification at the fact that ab the current session agreement has been reached
on the establishment, within the freamework of the United Nations, of a Cocmmittee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space composed of Albania, Argentina, Australia,

justria, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, India,

" {ran, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Poland, Romania, Sweden, the Union of Soviet
- gocialist Republics, the United Arab Republic, the United Kingdom and the

" United States of America, whose members are to perform their functions through
the years 1960 and 1961.

The institution of this organ will surely be an important step toward
fruitful and genuine international co-operation in the field of the peaceful uses
of outer space. It may thus be considered that both the activity of the
Committee and the convening of the scientific conference on the question of
exchange of experience in the peaceful uses of outer space will contribute to
mutually desirable co-operation between the States on a footing of equality.

The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR would like to emphasize that no one State

should be excluded from such co-operation. That is why we can in no way accept

the amendment (A/C.1/L.248) submitted by Belgium to the draft resolution
(A/C.1/L.2L7) sponsored by the twelve countries.
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This smendment would specify that only Members of the United Nations and of
the specialized agencies are to participate in the proposed international
conference. It is our profound conviction that the scientists of countries that
are Members of the United Nations and those which are not Members of the
United Nations should take part in this conference, as well as members and
non-members of the npecialized agencies. Proceeding from these considerations,
the delegation of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic will vote in favour
of the draft resolution presented by the delegations of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Stmtes of America and other delegations, and will

vote against the amendment moved by the delegation of Belgium.

Mr, WEI (China) Artificial satellites and space prcbes have awakened
the world to the arrival of the space age. DMessages in human voice have been
sent to and brcadcast frem an artificial satellite. The hidden side of the moon
has been photographed and transmitted to earth. Mcrnkeys have travelled into
space and returned in good health. A number of selected men are ready to take
of f as astronauts as soon as technology warrants the trip into space. Thus,

with ingenuity, imagination and courage, man pushes forward with surprising

speed his exploration into space, though the road shead is both long and difficult.

Since our last session the General Assembly has been seized of the problen
of outer space. In the field of peaceful uses of outer space there are for the
United Nations four possible areas of activities, nawely, promotion of
international co-operatiocn, encouragement and co-ordination of national programmes,
co-ordination of programmes of related agencies, and the progressive developument
of international law.

For the world in general, and for the United Nations in particular, the
problems of outer space are similar to those of atomic energy. Both have great
potentialities for the benefit of mankind, but both are already serious threats to
human destruction. This is the reason why the General Assembly has adopted
similar approaches in both cases. Our common aim is that outer space, as well as

atomic energy, should be used for peaceful purposes only.
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(Mr. Wei, China)

In this connextion I wish to commend the Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space for its excellent report, which is now under our consideration.
The Ad Hoc Committee has admirably discharged its tasks under the mandate of

General Assembly resolution 1348 (XIII). In spite of the spectacular popular

impact of artificial satellites and space probes, our Ad Hoc Committee has

- recommended a modest programme for the United Nations for the time being. My

delegation supports this approach.

There are three lines of argument in support of this conclusion. In the
first place, though the exploration of outer space is of paramount scientific
importance, the prospect for any practical application furthering human welfare
is yet remote. It is too early in the space age to envisage all or even the
ultimately important applications of space research. Possible applications of
space Technology are evident in meteorology, radio-communication, geodesy and
navigation, but they are all still in the earliest stage of development. Our
Ad Hoc Committee tells us in its report: "How and vhen these applications will
mature will depend on many factors which cannot now be predicted."” The scientific
and technical problems of true manned space exploration are substantial. The
report predicts that the period required for full perfection of the necessary
vehicles, equipment, instrumentation and techniques for such explorations will
be measured in terms of decades rather than years.

In the second place, our Ad Hoc Committee considers that a comprehensive
code on outer space is not practicable or desirable at the present stage of
knowledge and development, The report says that relatively little is so far known
about the actual and prospective uses of cuter space in all their possible
varieties of technical significance, political context and economic utility.
However, we consider it quite appropriate for the Committee to have taken the
initiative in selecting and defining the legal problems that have arisen, or
are likely to arise in the near future, in the carrying out of space programmes.
My delegation is in general agreement with the sections entitled "General
observations” and "Legal problems susceptible of priorty treatment” in Part III
of the report.

For the orderly development of outer space it is desirable that a set of

general principles be adopted. Awmong them may be included the following:
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(1) Outer space should be used for peaceful purposes only; (2) the principle
of sovereign equality of all Member States, as provided in our Charter, should
be upheld; (3) the Charter of the United Nations and the statute of the
Tnternational Court of Justice are not limited in their operation to the
confines of the earth and should be applicable to human ectivities in space;
(4) in principle, outer space should be, on conditions of equality, freely
available for exploration and use by all in accordance with existing or Tuture
international law or agreements.

In the third place, meny international organizations, both non-governmental
and inter«governmental; are already active in the fileld of outer space. Part I

of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee deals with the activities and resources of

the United Nations, of its specialized agencies and of other international bodies v

related to the peaceful use of outer space. This section of the report is based

on a comprehensive and valuable report of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, contained in document A/AC‘98/H.

The present status of international co-operation in the conduct of space
activities may be summarized as follows. Where the objective is scientific,
most needs are cared for sucessfully by the international scientific unions.
(The references is paragraph 104 of the report). There exists a wmachinery for
close co-operation between UNESCO and I0sU. As far as forseeable applications
in the field of outer space are concerned, such inter-governmental scientific
and technical agencies as Vorld Meteorological Organizaticns, Internaticnal
Telecommunication Union, International Civil Aviation Organizations, and others
are the important channels for international co-operation. (The reference here

is paragraphs 118 to 120 of the report) .
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(Mr. Wei, China)

In the United Nations, one of the principal organs -- that is, the Economic
and Social Council -~ has the responsibility for the promotion and co-ordination
of international and inter-agency co-operation and, at the Secretariat level,
there is the Administrative Committee on Co~crdination.

From this analysis of the situation, it is clear that there is no need at
present for any extensive organizational arrangement in the United Nations for
the promotion of peaceful uses of outer space. The draft resolution before us
is in line with the conclusion of our Ad Hoc Committee.

The primary objective of the United Nations in outer space is its open and
orderly development for peaceful purposes only and for the benefit of mankind.
Priority in the work of this new Committee should therefore be given to the
legal aspects of space activities. Since there are already a number of legal
problems susceptible to priority treatment, they should be given early
congslderation. In general, the Committee should keep under review the legal
problems that have arisen or are going to arise in the near future and, as soon
as appropriate, make recommendations for action by the General Assembly.

On the scientific and technical gide, the Committee should not duplicate
the work of the related agencies of the United Nations or cther international

organizations. It should rather co-ordinate and strengthen their activities

in their respective fields. An important contribution of the Committee should be
the working out of concrete methods of international co-operation in order to
avoid duplication of effort and to ensure the effective use of scilentific and
technical personnel. From the experience of the International Geophysical Year
and the Special Committee on Space Research, I am sure that many Goverrments and
many talented scientists will take a more active part in space research if there
is international encouragement and assistance.

Cn the advisability of calling an international conference on outer space
under the auspices of the United Nations, my delegation has some reservations.
Space science and technology are not as highly developed as those of atomic
energy when the first United Nations Atomic Energy Conference was called.
Moreover, radic-isotopes have practical applications in many fields and may be
used to advantage in any country, but there is no such wide application or

ropular appeal in the proposed conference. T welcome the suggestion of the

representative of the United States to extend the scope of the conference.
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(iixr. Vei, China) (Mr. Gryaznov, Byelorussian SSR)
A8 to the purticipants in the proposed confersnce, my e supports the areat cuccesses in the harnessing of outer space have also been uchieved
3 C a Z1pe S 1l The [ICpRe oniere 3 STl BURTCYTS T

by the United Stotes, und we, the Byelcrussian people, sincerel congratulate

Belgian proposul. The prepesal is logicul because the confersnce is going to B ) " ’ Ve PEORSE, 1 v e

. N . . . imerican scientists cn their launching of sputniks wund cosmic rockets.
be under the auspices of the United Nations. It is rractical Tecause it has been

. * o ine criunization of gernuine co-operation by scientists from ull over the
the standard practice of wll United MMations cenferences.

worla can cnly expedite their scientific discoveries. This accounts precisely

Ly . . e . Y . for the great attention given to problems of outer space in the statements made
Mr., 2Fv.70 (Byelerussian Soviet Sociulist Republie)(intersretaticn

, s . ) by representatives of many countries in thé general debate at this session and
from Russian): Cver the past year, scientific discoveries hove been szchieved

in our Ccmmittee in particular. Ve stand at the threshold of new discoveries

before our eyes which can rightly be celled historic. tivat scicree Aol ot the
. _ , o . . i urnd cchievements in the harnessing of outer space. Mankind faces the opening cf
SrewEh Plowm e Syene e 0 s In atomn learoe L vy e REUNTE RIS i alecoveriea, it
. . \ ., L astounding prospects of bold deeds and creative achievements.
What the best minds of mankind could only dream : 1. befere has ncw become ;
. . . . . ] N Against this backercund the necessgity of instituting fruitful co~operation
reality and is entering into everyday life, The day is aepproaching when the '@1
. 2 wmcng States in the pesaceful uses and harnessing of outer space becomes

flight of space craft will beccme as customary as the flisht coi alrcraft today.
rerticulurly urgent. The ccmbining of the efforts of all countries in the study

A

o1

But, nc matter hcw much time wmay elapse, there will remain for ever in the memory

. . . . . outer space is dictated by the fact “oat, in studving and explorin outer
of mankind the fact that the first leap intc the cosmes, on 4 Cotcber 1957, was ' P J : ying D g

. ) spuce, we do not deal with the exploration of individual regions of our planet
achieved by the Soviet Unicn. Cn 2 January 195G, there wus luunched into outer ’ w € b

o - . e o R i 1n which individual States or groups of States may be intervsted, but we deal
space in the USSR a roccket welghing 1,472 kilogrammes, which sailed past the |

, _ . 0 e . . rether with limitless space, which, sgince it has no boundaries, touches upcn the
moon and entbered into an independent orbift arcund the sun and becazme its sputnik,

o o N - interests of all counmtries, of all menkind. The ccmbining of the efforts of all
the first robiticial =hor-0 o) Tl golexn sy . Cn 12 Beptewber 1959, the

. , W A countries and of the scientists ¢f all countries, egpecially the United States
seccnd cosmic rocket, called Lunik II, was launched, snd within cne and a half '

. . o enc. the Scviet Union, wculd lead to swift progress in the study of cosmic space.
days, as had been foretcld by computaticns, it reached the surface »f the moon

. ca o . Tbiz would make it possible to carry out projects bigger and bolder than those
and delivered the Scviet prrvernt to tre wior. On L Cetehber 1939, the third

. . ‘ . then ure being curried out now by euach country individually. In this lofty task
ccsmic rocket was launched. This rocket placed in orbit an wuniomatic

_ . wrnegsing the cosmes, the United lations must play a positive role. The
interplanetary station, which photogruphed the side cf the mcen inviszible from

rit cf mutuwl understanding and friendly co~cperaticn that was established
the earth. The tsoking and the transmissicn te earth of these photogrophs was an =

’ during the corrying cut of the rrograwme of the International Gecphysical Year

& ea o [ S e geienc Ao
ocutstanding scientific and technical success of Soviet scien Ag ' .
ollowed in carrying cut scientific work in the study

Vikita cfergeyevich Khrushchev sc aptly put it, Scviet scientists bave forced the ] ‘ . ‘ _ .
v2 can only welceme the incressing co-operation of scientists
[y emcve her veil, . - . . .
ation cf cuter space and particularly o cien 0 S
LOE £0 Temos o tion cf cuter space and ticularly of the scientists of the USSR
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(Mr. Gryaznov, Byelorussian SSR)

As you know, the Soviet delegation at the beginning of 1958 proposed to the
United Nations for its consideration a broad programme of international co-operation
This

provided for the establishmert of a United Nations organ for international --

in the exploration of outer space and in the peaceful uses of outer space.

co-operation in the study of outer space, this organ to be entrusted with the
following functions: the elaboration of a co-crdinated international programme of
the launching of intercontinental and cosmic rockets for purposes of exploring
outer space and overseeing the implementation of this programme; the continuing on
a permanent basis of those outer space investigations which were being carried out
at that time in the framework of the International Geophysical Year; to serve as

a world centre for the collection, exchange and dissemination of information on
space exploration; the co-ordination of national scientific and research plans in
the field of the study of outer space and the extension of broad assistance and
help in their implementation.

The United Nations, however, has yet to utilize its possibilities in
organizing international co-operation in this realm. At that time the main
obstacle was constituted by the fact that a certain group of countries prevented thé
election at the past session of the General Assembly of an international body on

outer space, the composition of which would ensure that the task of instituting

broad international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space would be
carried out.

tJe note with gratification that an understanding has now been achieved on the
composition of the Committee on outer space. At the current session of the General
Assembly, the USSR sponsored an important proposal for the convening under
United Nations auspices of an international scientific conference for the exchange
of information and experience in the study of outer space. The Soviet proposal
evoked a wide response and commanded broad support among the vast majority of the
countries. We note with satisfaction that this proposal of the Soviet Union is

incorporated in the Jjoint draft resclution which is now before this Committee.

fkquestion.
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(Mr. Gryaznov, Byelorussian SSR)

The draft resolution submitted to this Committee for its consideration on
jinternational co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space has been the
gutcome of co-operation demonstrated by the parties and their negotiations on this

The delegation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic expresses

~ its conviction that in the event of its adopticn, this draft resolution will

- contribute to the institution of broad international co-operation in the field

- of the peaceful utilization of outer space for the benefit of peace and in the

interests of all mankind.

As regards the Belgian amendment to the draft resolution, the delegation of

' the Byelorussian Soviet Scocialist Republic would like to point out that this

emendment is at variance with the task of the establishment of broad international
co-operation in the field of the exploration of outer space and its peaceful uses.
The adoption of this amendment would mean that participation in the international
scilentific conference for the exchange of experiences of peaceful uses of outer
space would be open only to scientists from countries Members of the United Nations
and of the specialized agencies. We consider that participation in this conference
should be open both to countries that are Members of the United Nations and those
that are not.

For these reasons the delgation of the Byelorussian SSR will vote against the

Belgian amendment although it will vote in favour of the draft resolution as a whole.

The CHAIRMAN:

exercise his right of reply.

I now call upon the representative of Belgium who wishes to

M. NISOT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): I should like to make
& statement, but it has nothing to do with the criticisms that have been levelled
against my amendment .

The Belgian delegation shares the feeling of relief and of pleasure that has
been expressed at the relaxation of tension here. It is remarkable that an agreement
can have been arrived at on as impartant a subject between those who hold .
different opinions represented in the United Nations. My delegation is pleased to

consicder this situation as the best way of arriving at a successful conclusion.
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AGENDA ITEM

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Pugceful lUses of
Outer Space (A/4141, A/CY/1.247, A/C /1..248)

GENERAL DEBATE AND CONSIDERATION\QOF THE
DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/C.1/1.247)

1. Mr. LODGE (United States of America) said\that
there were a number of reasons why man's activithes
in outer space should bhe conducted on the basis of
international co-operation through the United Nations.,
First of all, since outer space was the concern of all
nations, all should share equitably in both the benefits
and the burdens involved. The principles of partners
ship in outer space and of the openness and availabiljfy
of outer space had won wide acceptance in the Unjfed
Nations in recent years, and the United Nationg’was
the appropriate instrument for putting those printiples
into practice. Secondly, international co=operation
was essential to the success of various desirable
undertakings in outer space; without such co operation,
for example, space communications might be impeded
by overcrowding of the radio spectruny, Thirdly, the
experience gained in international co-g peration in the
regulation of space activities might prove valuable in
efforts towards disarmament.

2. His delegation fully endorsgd the constructive
report submitted by the Ad Héc Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space {A/4141), It concurred,
in particular, in the view exbressed in paragraph 22
of part IV of the Ad Hoc Cgmmittee's report that the
United Nations Specialized agencies should Ccarry on
such activities in connefion with outer space as lay
within their competenge, and should report thereon
to the United Nations/ The General Assembly might
at times wish to cal upon one ormore of the special-
ized agencies to mdertake specific projects in the
field of outer spéce. Whereas some members of the
A\d_@ Committee had declined to participate in the
'latter's delibefations because of disagreement over
Its memberg hiip, agreement had now been reached
hetween hig delegation and the Soviet delegation on a
formula ¢y the composition of the new committee
\V‘hich should command general support. Consequently
hig delggation, together with o number of other déle=
gﬁﬁon;& had submitted a draft resolution (A/C.1/L.247)
Calling for the establishment of a committee to study
Practical means for giving effect to programmes in

the peaceful uses of outer gpace which could appro-
priately be undertaken undgr United Nations auspices
and to study the nature of egal problems which might
arise from the exploratién of outer space.

3. The holding of an/international conference under
United Nations auspices to review and exchange the
experience gained M current outer-space activities,
as proposed by th¢ Soviet Union (823rd plenary meet-
ing), would be #n appropriate initial step in inter-
national scientific and technical co~operation in the
field of oute space; his delegation welcomed the
Soviet Unigh's proposal as an indication of that
country's willingness to share the data obtained as a
result of /its activities in outer space. The proposed
conferemce could supplement international scientific
exchanges of the kind already carried on by the Com~-
mitteg on Space Research (COSPAR) of the Inter—
natignal Council of Scientific Unions; it shouid go
heyond the purely scientific exchanges previously
uAdertaken and should deal with the engineering, tech~
nological and similar aspects of the problem of explor-
ing outer space. The new committee should give early
attention to arrangements for convening such a con-
ference. His delegation supported the Belgian amend-
Nent just circulated (A/C.1/1..248), which specified
tha{ the conference should be attended by "interested
MemXers of the United Nations and members of the
specia¥zed agencies" and hoped that the Commiittee
would adept it by a decisive majority.

4. Expansisp of the number and scope of the world.
data centres o iginally set up during the International
Geophysical Yewr, which was recommended in para-
graph 90 of part I¥ of the Ad Hoc Committee's report,
was another type of\international scientific co~opera-
tion which could pry itably be explored by the new
committee; it was to ke hoped that the participating
countries would agree ¥ the prompt and automatic
transmission to the world¥ata centres of all scientific
information obtained by space craft and of essential
related data. The committee Should also consider the
possibilities of co~operative end cavour in the instru-
mentation of scientific payloads\carried by space
vehicles; his Government would be receptive to the
idea of making equipment and facilitiss available for
that purpose. Among the practical applications of
space science which should be studied B the Com-
mittee were improved Weather-forecasting, he crea~
tion of additional and more effective channels for
world-wide communications, and the development of
navigational satellites.

5. His delegation supported the view expressed in
paragraph 9 of part II of the Ad IHoc Committee's
report that it was becoming a generally accepted
principie that outer space was freely available for
exploration and use by all, on an equal basis, in
accordance with existing or future international law
or agreements. As the report stated in paragraph 7
of that part, however, a comprehensive code of space
law was not yet practicable or necessary, Atthe same
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