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next week.

I .
The meeting rose at 12,20 p.m.
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Mr, DATCU (Remania) (i
R interpretation fr
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. followeqd
gal standards for the conduct ©
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. tention the Introduction of the report of the U
e United Nations
international co-operation.

Committee oa the
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aceful Uses of Outer Space made so clearly and 4
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¢ of the Romanian delegation on the
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vy the representativ
e of A i
ustria Ambassador Jankowitsch, and also -
hich are of particular interes® to us,
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outer Space Committee must begin by stressing 1

convention on

duet of States in this field.
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e paaceful exploration snd exploitation of oute

r space. This

eference to the activities of the ILe

gal Sub-Committee of the
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is due to th ;
e fact that the development and implementation -
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tatement of the Chalrman of that body,
nh supplements the stipulations of th
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responsibility of Stat

L 5]
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omic order to be i
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is an important step
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i for inter-State
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if the implementation of this convention

It should be stre
ssed that s . .
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cts, the review
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The Romanian delegation con
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=1 t’
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s of development,
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. - . .
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i t Jhole
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complex of space problems.
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the primary objec X .
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/9620, paragraph 3},
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i States
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- Romania
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development. Obviously thie task is the very basis of the subsequent

development of broad and fruitful international co-aperation

The stress we have placed on the orientations in the work of the

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space is due to the fact --

and we must confess it -~ that the exlsting programmes in this field have

remained largely symbolic. At the same time, what we have-szid is

dictated by the conviction that this iz the time to redouble our efforﬁs

to strengthen the role of the United Nations in the promotion of

international co-operation so that we can put into practical effect the
chjectives laid down in article L of the Treaty on principles of 1967,
whereby the use of space should be for the benefit and in the interest

of all countries whatever the level of their economic or scientific
developrent.

AfCL/. 00 091
. 1l

Mr. RLIAS (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish): My delegation

és at the outset to extend its warmest congratulations to you,

Chairman, and to the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur of the Committee

our well-deserved unanimous electlon. TYour competence and well-known
ority, &ir, guarantee » successful and inspired leadership of the Committee
+ carries out the very important tasks assigned to it. My delegation

give you its unconditional support and unstinting co-operation.

A careful reading of the report of the Committee oun the Peaceful Uses
QOuter Space confirms our conviction that the subject of outer space i% one
the most important for the future of mankind. I trust that the Committee
11 forgive me if ‘I agaiy raise some points which are perhaps all too well
:own since they have been brought up ever siace the United Nations strrted dealing
th the questions of outer space; I do so because of the need for

is Organization to keep its attention Focused on the more general aspect of
the problems, while at the same time diligentiy dealing with the specific
pects of more immediate interest.

The first, instinctive reaction of man upon discovering a new world

¢ a determination not to make the same mistakes ss the old world made.

he myth of Paradise, stemming from the never-ending yearning of mankind, was
orcefully rebora with that marvelous expansion of the bicsphere that opened

p outer space to human activities. That “nspiration was given concrete legal
form, tarely 10 years after the launching of tke Tirst artificial satellite?
in the Treaty adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 2222. (X¥I),
laying down the principles governing the activities of States in the
exploration and use of outer space. Those broad principles -- universality,
peaceful co-operation, demilitarization -- must always be borne in mind and
strictly observed in the work of the organs entrusted by the United Nations
with carrying out activities in this field.

The principle of universality was reaffirmed by the Assembly at the
twenty-eighth session in resolution 3182 CXXVIII). The fourth paragraph of the
preanmble to that resolution reads as follows:

"Reaffirming the common interest of mankind in furthgring the

exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes’ .

The seventh paragraph of the preamble reads:




BCT /bo A/C.1/PV.1991
: 12

(Mr, Elias, Spain)

"Convinced of the need for increased international efforts ... and
believing that wider participation by Member States in the activities

of the United Nations relating to space matters may contribute to the

objective of such increased international efforts.”

It was undoubte@ly that very principle of common interest that the General
Assembly had in mind when it decided, by paragraph 28 of the operative part

of the same resolution, to enlarge the membership of the Committee on the
FPeaceful Uses of Quter Space from 28 to 37; suéh an increase was dictated, as
the eighth paragraph of the preamble made clear, by the corresponding increase
in the membership of the United Nations. ]

If we bear all that in mind, we can understand why, when the Assembly at |
its twenty-eighth session adopted yesolution 3182 (XXVIII), some delegations
expressed dissztisfaction with the haste with which the increase in the
membership of the Cuter Space Committee had heen carried out. The delegation
of Spain continues to believe that the composition of that important Committee
deserves constant and careful study in order that the Committee and its
subsidiary bodies may have the best possible conditions in which to accomplish f
delicate and complex tasks expeditiously. If there is a question that by
definition affects all mankind equally, it is the proper ordering of outer space
surrounding the planet.on which we all live. TIn that context it is somewhat

P
anomelous that the very Committee entristed with that ordering of outer space

is limited by the application of the criterion of numerus clausus. Indeed,

the Chairman of the Committee himself said in his wpening statement in 1972,
and repeated in his opening statement in 1974, that the Comﬁittee is the )
"policy-oriented focel peint”, That means that it is not merely & technical
Committee hut a trul§ political body that must faithfully refiect the
composition of the General Assembly itself. For the time being, I shall

go no further than that geﬁeral observation, since this is not the
appropriate time to enlarge upon my opinion, My delegation would like to°
state here that we éhould like to have, gt the appropriate time, & discussion
of the possibility of establishing a éystem of rotation under which some of
the members of the Committee would be changed from time to time,

fyture achievements, 1s indeed important and

: | Afg, /07,1991
T/bo/ad / l%-l5

(Mr, Elias, Spain)

i : ; Chairman
Having said that, my delegation would 1ike to congratulate the Cha

i ' i done.
4 the present members of the Quter Space Committee on the work they have

and the Sub-Committees and Working Groups have

the plenary Committee : : )
th . ively to overcome the difficulties of all kinds

boured diligently_and construct

i § hat has
cding speedy progress in this field. Much remains to te done, but w
P '

ned to
eady been achieved, as well as the fact that the road has been opene .
i chows that the Assembly has quite

i I 1%,
jghtly placed its confidence in the Committee and encouraged 1
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Of the three fundamental principles enshrinad in the treaty, the Committ
has devoted most of its efforts to dealing with the principle of peacefulv
co-operation, the utilization of the means offered by space technology for th
development of mess communication media, and the utilization of the vast
field offered by remote sensing of the earth by satellite for a more complete
and rational exploration of the economic resources to the benefit of all
nations and for advances relating to meteorology, the environment, the
prevention of natural disasters, and other activities of interest to aill,

My delegation has noted with interest the suggestion mentioned in

paragraph 44 of the report, regarding the convening of a United Nations
conference to be held on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of

the beginning of space activitieg, an idea which the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee would consider at its next session in the light of the views
that Member States would submit to it at the request of the Secretary-General.

We have also noted with interest, as one of the characteristics of the
work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies, the whole interrelationship
that exists between the technical and the legal aspecis of questions of
outer space, as it clearly emerges from the views expressed in the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee on the need to create a legal framework for
remote sensing of the earth by satellite as a basis for international
co-operation in this field, before dealing with any crganizational arrangements

We have also been interested by the idea, mentioned in paragraph 58 of‘the*
report, that the Committee should study a draft resolution on international )
co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space, to be submitted to the
General Assembly, and we note that there is an unofficial draft in the hands
of the members of the Committee, which will perhaps be discussed at the
next session.

The most substantive part of the report is annex III, which contains a
draft convention on the registration of objects launched into outer space.

This draft has been discussed and prepared with great care and, in our opinion,
it contains all the necessary elements for achieving the deéired aim,
Without making a detailed comment on its contents, the delegation of Spain, a

country which has tracking facilities established on the basis of internatioral

A/C.L/PV,1991
NR/ad/bg [

(Mr. Elias, Spain)

co-operation, and which has developed space programmes or which it has submitted
relevant reports, contained in document A/AC.105/123/Add.1, Spain welcumes
this draft, which we shall support by voting for the dralt resolution concerned.
Before concluding, the delegation of Spain would like to refer to the
third important principle established by the treaty, namely, the
demilitarization of outer space. This particular aspect of the space problem
1inks this item with the whole series of questions concerning disarmament.
The 1974 yearbook of an institution of high repute, namely, the Stockholm
Institute for Peace Research, includes among the multilateral agreements on
disarmament the %treaty on principles governing the activities of States in
the exploration and use of outer space. However, in the First Committee's
programme the item on space appears as if removed from questions of
disarmament, and the contents of the Committee's report also give the
impression that this aspect has been relegated to second place, and has been
obscured by the multiplicity of questions and initlatives dealing with
technolegy.
No degree of vigilance can be enough, no effort can be sufficient, if
we truly want to ensure that outer space remains a peaceful area, because the
alternative would not be a mere repetition on a huge scale of the errors that
have converted this earth into a dangerous and insecure home for mankind.
Tt needs no prophetic gift to see that the militarization of gpace would mean
the death sentence of our planet. We speak of remote sensing of the earth by
satellite as though this were merely a technical problem, but let us not
forget that the same technology enables us to locate the positions and
movements of the offensive and defensive military equipment on which hinge
the very precarious balance and the narrow margin of security underlying
mankipnd's existence at this time. We might wonder what practical consequence
may be derived from this premise., I really do not know, and I should be very
wary of claiming that there are easy solutions for this situatlon. However,
I most earnestly believe that this Committee should be awake to the
dangers inherent in a space race, and to the need to keep allve the

awareness thet inspired the treaty of 27 January 1967, in particular the
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clauses which prohibit the establishment of any military installations in
space or on celestial bodies. The difficulty of distinguishing between the
military aspects and the technological and peaceful aspects of the question,

is yet another reason for us to try to shed more light on this crucial
situation.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): I thank the'representativ

of SBpain for the kind words he has addressed to the officers of the Committee
and to myself.

7/3ve A/c.l/g§.1991

Mr. RYDBECK (Sweden): My delegation's record as regards the
observance of the rules of procedure of the General Aggéubly 1s, on the
whole, so good, T think, that I can allow myself to break them at thils
goment because my delegation -- and certainly not I, personally -- would not
take the floor for the first time during this session without telling you,
Mr. Chairman, how genuinely happy we are tc S€e you in the chair, and how
gafe and well-guided we feel under your ieadership. We promise all our
co-operation to you and to the other meubers of the Bureau, and vwe also warmly
congratulate you.

The world's problems of food and energy, as well as the problems of eccnomic
and social development, in a more general sense, loom ominously over the present
session of the General: Assembly. DMore than ever before, we are becoming aware
of the interdependence of nations. The need for real international co-operation
has never been so great. Daily rewminders of this come to us from every field of
human endeayour.

Peaceful applications of space technology are providing significant benefits
to the world. Rapid and sometimes guite seunsational achievements in mastering
and developing various space-related technlgues hold even greater promise for
mankind in the future. For this promise to become a reality, however, these
activities must take place within the scope of internaticnal co-operation.

A climate of confidence -- not of apprehension -~ should surrouﬁd them,

There is still much o be done for the promotion of the peaceful uses of
space technology, especially for the benefit of developing countries. At the
same time, our endeavour should be to anticipate and to try to eliminate in a
realistic manner any slements in the outer space field which way give rise To
conflicts between States. International co-operative efforts must be stimulated.
VWherever necessary, Lnternaticnal legal reguiétions should be agreed upon.

These are challenging tasks, indeed. The role of the United Nations is vital

toth in order to promote the penefits and to minimize the problems. My country

takes an active interest in this work.

The consideration of outer space-related issues in the General Assenbly

tends to focus mainly on matters of procedure. Their importance should, however,

in no way be under-estimated. Without enough time for careful and diligent

- study in competent bodies, the important and highly complex igsues with which we

are dealing will not be resolved in a satisfactory fashion. A spirit of
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compromise and Tlexibilitby wust prevall for decisions both of procedure and of
substance. It is our sincere hope that the decisions that we will take in thié
régard daring this session of the General Assembly will reflect a genuine
willingness on the part of all concerned to reach coumon understanding.

We note with great satisfection that the Outer Space Committee this year
presents us with conerete results in the form of a draft convention on
registration of objects launched into outer space. The text before ug has
required many years of preparatory efforts in the Legal Sub-Commitiee. It
m?rks 4 new milestone in the achievements of the United Nations in the ouber space
field. There are certain elements of the draft vhich wight not be in full
conformity with some specific views held by a number of delegations, including

m . .
Yy owWn The necessary give-and-take of true negotiation has, however, prevailed

and ?e now sincerely hope that the convention can be Tfinally adopted by this
sesslon of the General Assembly. We see the convention or registration as
& valuable complement to the Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects. With the adoption of the convention on registration
there wight well be better chances also for additional ratifications to the

Liability Convention and to the other United Nations instruments adopted in
the outer space fielqd,

in our view, the consideration within the United Nations of matters related
to remote sensing of the earth from satellites takes on a particular urgency.
Awong the main reasons for this is the direct relevance of this space applicatio
to the pressing problems of economy and environment. There is ample proof of
the great usefulness of remote sensing in these vital fields. Our awareness
of the benefits is largely based on the continuing success of the United States

experimental i
xp programme. We are convinced that much remains to be done in order

to increase further the usefulness to the world of this technology. I am

thinking i
lnking particularly of the developing countries. The United Nations space
applicatiors prograwme has a highly important role to play in this regard.
As 1 . .
& we have seen, remote sensing is already at a very advanced stage of

tech i iy { i
chnological perfection. Tt is a gspace application which by definition has

far-reaching international implications. This is another reason why it is urgen
for us h i 14 .
ere in thd United Nations to arrive at internationally agreed patterns

Tor any operational remote sensing system or systems. These efforts must be
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successfully coupleted before they are overtaken by events in fthe practical fileld.
Ir defining its own approach, the Swedish Government has sought a balanced
position which aims at waximizing the benefits of remote sensing and at
pinimizing political or legal problems.

Tn the Outer Space Committee the Swedish delegation has stated over and

over again that it wcould hardly be fruitful to seek solutions exclusively by

"means of a regulatory legal approach. In case this were .pursued, the optimum

international use of remote sensing technology would risk being severely hampered.
The complexity of the issue, including a nuwber of technical constraints,
can in our view duly be taken into account only if organizational solutlons are
sought. An operational remote sensing system designed on the premise of
international co-operation for the varicus phases of the activity, such as
acquisition, reception and distribution of remotely sensed data, would go a
long way in taking care of any apprehensions with regerd to political, econocumic
or legal effects of remote sensing.
In more specific terms, an organizatlonal approach, as we have envisaged i3,

would lead to an operational rewote sensing system for global or near-global

needs consisting of the following main elements. First, an internationally

" owned and operated space segment, possibly‘within the United Nations, with

© rules of participation, financing and management to be agreed upon. The aspect
- of State sovereignty would be taken into account, inter alia, by agreed limits
i for the use of data-recording devices in Fhe satellite or satellites involved.
. Secondly, regional ~-- or for large States, natlonal -- facilities for data
',reception and distribubtion, that is, the ground segment would be wanaged and

. controlled by the States directly covered by the data.

This is the oubtline of a system which in our wview could go a long way
towards allaying fears of unilateral abuse of the remote sensing technology.
For any apprehension that may rewain after the possibilities of such an

organizational approach have been exhausted, international legislation could

provide the complementary safegusrds.
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It is against the Dbackground of
g of the urgency and because of the complexity From what I have said about work in the past, it will be obvious that we

onsider it essential that sufficient further efforts be devoted by, the Cuter
To time

of the matter, which requires an inter~disciplinary approach, that we welcoue

pac

particularly useful. The valuable work t .
somewhat further in the Scient hat was carried out there was brought he Working Group on Remote Sensing is not scheduled to meet in 1975 increases
e Scientirfi : .
the first time last ye i thn ific and Technical Sub-Committee. Then, for he smportance of next yesr!s session of the Scientific and Technical
: ar e re i i
Sub-Committes. Tn ou ’ on wote sensing ifem was taken up by the Legal sb-Committee., Tt is also in view of this that agreement was reached
. r view e brief deb i :
seful. oni . . 2 . ate which was held there proved hat remote senszng would have first prlorlty and that most of the time should
» Primarily in that the difficulities of an exclusively legal approach

now appear to be wmore evident than before.

e devoted to it at that session. This forms an integral part of a very
:arefully palanced package agreement, according to which the work on
rgenizational aspects of remote sensing should proceed in parallel with the
opsideration of the legal implications of the activity. In order that sufficient
rogress may be achieved in the study of the financial and organizetional aspects
f remote sensing, and of the other important items with which it 1s dealing,

he Seientific and Technical Sub-Committee will most certainly have to avail

tself of the possibility mentioned in paragraph 61 of the report of the

Committee, namely, that of having ite next session extend into a third week.

The studies on various alternatives for operational systems for the
reception and distribution of remcte-sensing data, that is, the ground segment,
wvill be vitael for the Further work of assessing the pros and cons of
international co-cperative systems to be recommended for implementation. It
is our hope that these studies, which are being prepared by the Secretary—'
General, will be ready well in advance of the next session of the Scilentific
and Technical Sub-Committee.

The United Nations programme on space applications has a vital role to

play in promoting the peaceful uses of outer space. L have already mentioned the

field of remote sensing as one concrete example of this. A greater awareness

of the potential of promising space applications ig of particular importance

for the developing countries., It might be Pound desirable increasingly to

bring the utilization of space technology into.national or international
development planning, An expanding United Nations space applications programms
18 necessary to make this a reality, With strict financial limitations, however,

the effectiveness of the programme can hardly be vhat a vast majority of
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Member States wishes it to be. The Swedish delegation would be prepaved bo We agree that the responsgibility for the actual drafting of articles

hould be vested in the Legal Sub-Committee. A great amount of explanation

support an increased allccation in order that the programme approved for 1975

might be able to operate with a budget tailored t- 4 discussion is, however, still needed before we can hope to be successful

| : its scope as proposed by
the United Nations Expert on Space Applications. pn finding the solutions thaﬁ we are seeking. It would therefore be advisable

The past year has been marked by arducus efforts to arrive at generally .~ reconvene the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Batellites.

agreed principles to govern direct television breoadcasting from satellites Cur purely factual interest in this, vhich is shared by others, is based ﬁ

Some progress can be noted. Virtually for the first time in the almost n the conviction that further interdisciplinary analysis of the unresolved

oncepts would eontribute considerably to the difficult work that lies ahead !

seve . e
ven years that have passed since this item was first brought before the
Tt would be extremely useful if another ik

or the Legal Sub-Ccommittee.
:ession of the Werking Group could be held before the next session of the Iegal E

Outer Space Committee through a joint Canadian-Swedish propcsal, there
t

have been seriocus atte il it i
‘ mpts to merge dlffereny positions into a generally

acceptable whole, This beginning took place in the Legal Sub-Committee, The Sub-Committee. It is clear, however, that at the present stage there is no

analysis of points of agreement and disagreement on the different relevant nanimity on the best procedure to achieve progress in this field, and it seems E;

that a positive decision for the reconvening of the Working Group will not be

tesues contained in the report of the Vorking Group on Direct Broadcast Satellite

concerning its fifth session held in Geneva last May proved very useful for taken at this session of the General Assembly., On the other hand, most, if

the work of amalgamating proposals in the Legal Sub-Committee. not all, delegations would certainly share the view that an agreed declaration

This is not the moment to enter into the substance of the matter. T of principles to govern direct television broadecasting by means of satellites

should like only to register my delegation's satisfaction &t the support and would be in the interest of all States. Under such circumstances, a careful

understanding that have been accorded the joint Canadian-Syedish draft principles éonsideration of the important question of the Working Group will he

presented to the Cuter Space Ccmmittee in 1973, The proposal of these principles éppropriate at next year's session of the Outer Space Committee.

attempts to heed the desire held by a great majority of Member States for scme ki

of regulation. It also deliberately seeks to place itself between the somewhat The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): = I thank the representative

extreme views on either side, that is, on the one hand, those who abhor the of Sweden Tor the kind words he addressed o the Ohalr.

idea of regulation altogether where direct broadecasting is concerned, and on
3

Mr. M. HASSAN (Sudan) (interpretation from Arsbic): Allow me,

the other, those who would like to regulate this activity in minute detail

It is our hope that those who hold these views will gradually find it . Chairman, to relax the rules for half a minute and to offer our congratulaticns

acceptable to move towerds the majority who wish to follow the middle road 0 you on your assumption of the chairmanship of this Committee. Meny of

which our Canadian friends and we ourselves have Jointly tried to establish 5 have listened to ycu through the years, in this Ccmmittee and in other

Five relatively uncontroversial subjects were considered by the Legal orums, and we can testify that we have listened to an experienced diplomat wvhose

Sub~Committee at its last session, Although there was thorough discussion oice on meny occasions has been one of wisdcm, We also offer our
: 2

ongratulations to the other officers of the Committee.

full agreement could not be reached om any of them., This does not discourage
The decisionr of the General Assembly at its last session which called

us too much, however, as it would seem that these subjects are clear coullaries

to some of the crucial and much more difficult problems that remain unresolved. | or the enlargément of the Committes. on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Jpace was

On these, such as participation, prior consent and the technical problom of welccme step and one in the right direction, since it achieved a wider

gpill-over, there 1g not vet enocugh common understanding, sven of the concepts

involved.,
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geo i .
graphical representation. We have been gratified to join the Committee and

attend i d i
its sessions aqd the meetings of its subgidiary organs. Our membership .

in the ¢ i ' i
ommittee has aroused enthusiasm and eagerness among those of our

nati i i
lonals who are directly dealing with matters relating to the work of the

Commit i i i
tee and the United Nations programme on space applications. As a result

of ?ur wembership, scientists from different specializations have met in the
National Council for Resgearch, the national institutioﬁ responsible Tor the
Go-ordination and direction of all research in the Sudan, to study.the
activities o the United Nations system in outer space, and the idea of
€stablishing a national commission for outer space is being actively studied.
diffeiznid:it that the sit?ation in our country as regards contact with the
gang of the United Nations concerned with outer space does not
illOW'for ar over-all approach; but when the commission referred to is establié
t:ehziitzZa;aizzh an épproach can be achisved in relation to the activities of
- ns. We are sure that all developing nations attach great
lm?O%tance to the work of the United Nations in outer space, particularly the
épplications of space technology to economic and social development. The new

technol o g
Ology holds great opportunities for development for the developing countri

especial i in 1 i i
P ly those in the African continent; and as we know, it is that continent

which mrises iori
comprises the majority of the world’'s least developed countries.

w1/9/bo
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The continent is rich in potentialities which could really contribute

jgnificantly to the economies of the world, but it is lagging more than any
ther area of the world in know- -how on space technology.
we find that the space

In Africa, where

he upplication of space technology 1is most needed,
eir potential benefits are less developed than in any

ciences and th
ations system should attach greater importance

+ner continent., The United N
sttention to helping our continent.

it has made
Assembly. There
cts launched

o outer space and should devote more
The Committee on Outer Space has doue admireble work;

nstructlve efforts 51nce +he last session of the General

at the proposed convention on the registration of obje

s no doubt th
We are grateful for the efforts

into outer space represents a laudable step.

exerted by the Iegal Sub-Committee, and we thank its Chairman for his

OQur delegation thinks that convention would aid the

sdmirable efforts.
e activities. We remaln

development of the convention conceraning outer-spac

confident that the Iegal Sub-Committes will reach a treaty on the moon when

circumstances allow.
My delegation is also gratified to see that one of the working groups
le to draft five principles relatlve to the
1 earth satellites for direct

ollowing the proper ,

of the legal fub-Committee was gb
egulation of the use by States of srtificia
elevision broadcasting, and the Sub-Committee is T
enting what was eutrusted to it by the Gener

ath by implem
This coacerns the drafting of conventions on direct

ching such agreements has become a necessity and

al Assembly at its

wo previous sessilons.

roadcast satellites. BRea
e know that arrangements sre being made in some industrial and developing
ountries to undertake experiments in this field.

he outcome of those experiments as they would augur well for the future of

Space communications.

Tespite agresment on some principles, which was not complete, the working

1 Sub-Committee, the Scientific and Technical Committee

gxoup, the Iega
The problem

and the Main Committes have a difficult task to perform.

s a complex one, and guestions such as State responsibility, prior

On our side, we are awaitlng
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cousant of States, the right of consultations, settlement of disputes,
spili-over, interference and notification of the United Nations Secretarist
2ll need reszl political will to create a spirit of compromise. The principle
of the free flow of information might not be in confliect with the principle of
State sovereignty and freedom of loformetion, yet it needs the goodwill of all
parties to find the. right formula to werge the two concepts.

We ave confident that a technological break-through in the new science
or a better international climate will enable us to reach the desired
agreement or agreementsg on the subject, The Working Group on Direct
Broadcazst Satellites has done well in identifying areas of agreement and aress
which need intensification of effort in order that zgresment may be reached.
Whatever the sgreement or sgreements desired, important principles advocated
by the (General Assembly must be taken into consideration -- that is, ensuring the
free flow of information on & basis of strict respect for the sovereign rights
of States,

Concerning direct broadcast satellites, we attach great importance to the
help rendered by the United Nations Programme to assist those countries that
are ready to participate in international co-operation relative to satellite
broadcasts. We shouid like to inform the Committee thet in the Sudan, with
the hely of some countries, work has been nearly completed on the first
ite earth stetion, and we are looking forward to using it when satellite
broadessting resches the practical stage. Tt goes without saying that the
contribution of direct hrcadeast satellites to +the social and eccnomic
development of our world will be great. The efforts of UNESCO and ITU to make
aetlits of the nev techanology available to humanity is great and commendable
The technology of remote sensing has developed a great deal in recent
years and iz increasingly influencing man's exploitation of the natural
resources of the earth. That has made it possible to bring about the
brosdey application of that technology for the benefit of man. The United
Hations system has contributed greatly to the development and dissemination

0% tne new technology. In this connexion, we must pay a tribute
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t0 the work of the Food and Agriculture Organization and its programmes
in the adaptation of the new technclogy in the fields of agriculture,
fisheries and forestry in many developing tountries, Our.collaboration
with the Food and Agriculture Organization in those fields has been
impressive. We are executing the =avanna development project, part of
ERTS-T. The results of thig first stage within the BRTS-I will be

utilized in a wider area through ERTS-B. We bhave zloo benefited from exper:

)
A

it

(83

advice from the Food and Agriculture Organization last year, and ons ©
consuttants visited our countyy last March to help us in drawving. up 5
project entitled, "Survey of Watural Resources in the Sudan using Remote
Sensing”.

If we have spoken of the contribution of the Food and jgriclulture
Organization it is because we depend on agriculiural production, as do
the majority of the countries of our continent. The new technology could
really play a role in overcoming the many limiting factors in our
agricultural development, such as pesticides gng go on.

As regards African countries, they cammot fully benefit from This nsw
science without having the necessary trained cadres. We would therefore
remind the Commitiee of the need for training.

We endorse the concluéion‘af the @uter Space Committee that the
deliberations of the Working Group on Remote Sensing and the Sclientific
and Technical Sub-Committee have helped to offer us a good assessment of tThs
current stage of remote sensing of the earth from space and have thus helped

to emphasize the benefits the new technology holds for humanity.
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Efforts in the Quter Space Committee should be exerted to pay attention to
both the organizational and the legal aspects of international co-operation in
remote sensing. In the mesntime, we agree to the recommendation concerning the
proposed studies by the Secretary-Genersl, iancluded in paragraph 30 of the
Committee's report (A/9620).

The United Netions programme on space applications for the yeasr 1975/7h
is praiseworthy. The United Nations Expert deserves our sppreciation for carrying
out his mandate with limited funds. The programme, however, needs to be
augmented and expanded, both in content znd scope. It needs also to be revised
periodically in order to keep pace with the developments in space technology.

The United@ Nations Expert, as well as the sgencies within the United Natious
system responsible for United Nations programme on space appiications, have to
create a closer contact with government officials in developing countries, through
the programmes of co-operation carried out by the United Nations. These are
intended to acquaint officials with the possibilities offered by the
applicaticn of space technology to developrent. This is very essential in the
least developed amoung the developing countries.

The aforementioned chservations should not be construed as a criticism of
the United Nations programme; our aim is gquite the contrary. 1In fact, we in the
Sudan, have benefited a great deal fyrom the United Wations programme on space
applications. Qur scientists have participated in many symposia and conferences,
both international and regional, relating to remote sensing and space

T

telecommunications. We thank the Goveruments that have offered fellowships
in the coutext of the United Nations progrysmme and those that held seminars in
their respective territories. We would request States fo offer more assistance

and tTo consider these programmes more czrefully.

The Sudanese delegation attaches great importance to the efforts of the

United Nations system aimed at the training of specislists and cadres in developlﬂ‘

countries in the application of space technology, snd we advocate the establishment

of permanent institutions for such training, whether at the international or the
regional level.

The development of activities in outer space and the incressing application
of space techhology in the service of humanity compel us to ponder and give
serious consideration to the idea of convening a global United Nations

conference on cuter space.

MP/gm A/C.léPV.l991
K

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation frcm Spanish): I thank the representat’ -

of Sudan for his cordial words addressed to the officers of the Commities,

My, HUERTA (Chile) {interpretation from Spanish): t is a great honos -
for me to speak 1nthe discussions of this First Committee working under the
enlightened chairmanship of Ambassador Ortiz de Rozas, to whom we exiend cux
most cordial congratulétions and best wishes for success in his difficult tTask
of carrying these deliberations to s happy conclusion and achieving positive
results.

The delegation of Chile has received with great satisfaction the report

of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of @uter Space, as well as the correspondirc

reports of the Legal Sub-Committee, and of the Working Groups cn Direct
Broadcast Satellites and on Remote Sensing of the Farth by Setellites. The Todr

of studies and observations contained in those reports fully reflects bthe zeriogs

efforts that have been made to work cut legal principles to govern ocuter space L

to establish the sppropriaste bases for internaticnal co-operation in this ficil,
For that reason, I should like to add the voice of Chile te the well.deserved
congratulations extended tO the Chairman of the $uter Space Committee,
Mr. Peter Jankowitsch, and the other officers of the Commitiee, Sub-Commifis=c
and Working Groups.

As g result of those efforts we now have before the Assembly the draflt
convention on the registration of objects launched into cuter space, which wiis

be added to the corpus Jjuris constituted earlier by the Treabty on Principles

Governing the Activities of States in the Explcration and Use of Outer Space.
and by the Agreement cn the Rescue of Astrcnauts, the Return of Astronauts ard
the Return of Ovjects L.aunched into Outer Space, and the Convention on
International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects.

My delegation wishes not only to express its support for that draflt
Convention on Registration, but to express the hope that it will be sdoplted b
the General Assembly without any difficulty. We would have preferred that
mandatory clauses cn the marking of objects be incorporated in the text, but s
understand the difficulties encountersed during the discussion of this matter.

The ccmpromise indicated in article V of the draft, in the view of my delagatio..

is appropriate and satisfactory. TFurthermore, the machinery for co.operation

s, e
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' i i ' made in the drafting
for identification purposes as envisaeged in article VI offers reasonasble Mysdelegation is keenly interested in the progress m

rinciples to govern‘the use of direct radio and television broadcast
D

guarantees in this regard. The Govermment of Chile wishes to offer itg
The texts prepared by Working Group IIT of the Legal

co-operation in these efforts right here and now, as our country has space ellites by States. :
.Committee, despite their many discrepancies, constitute a goad startlng

gensing and tracking stations. .
We also support the list of international

We would likewise have preferred to see the inclusion of more stringent ot for clarifying this problem,

i i i 1 by the Federal
standards with regard to the information to be transmitied by the State of tyuments to be borne in mind, as set forth in the proposal by

i i i ig, and Italy.
registry to the United Nations Secretary-General, rather than see it left, to cpublic of Germany, Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Indonesia an v |
. As the representative of Brazil saild during the discusgsions on this
of the CGeneral Assembly, agreements regarding

muist promote a free flow of information, but must

& large extent, to the discretion of the State of registry. Nevertheless, we
trust that the machinery envisaged in article X for the purposes of revision ibject at the last session
ect broadcast satellites - )
pect the sovereign right of States to protect their own political, cultural,

This balance must be achieved in the drafting of

will in future enable us to improve the entire system, in the light of the
experienca to be derived from the implementation of +the Convention, and

1ial and economic values.
relevant international principles and agreements.
We should like to ensure that respect for the soverelgn rights of States

particularly in the light of new developments in.space technology which are
taking place daily at a breath-taking rate. Despite the limitations of this

text, we fully agree with the statement made in this room last Friday by the

: . . . : ing by satellite, but
Chairman of the Outer Space Committee, to the effect that this draft shows an - safeguarded not only in connexion with radio broadcasting by 2

: . s ne ies that appear here &s
optimum level of compreomise between the different points of view. It is on so in breadcasting by traditional means, Meny countrl P

i i | the use of
this basis that we reiterate our support for the text before us. e jealous defenders of national sovereignty with regard to

i i very day to
As for the draft treaty relating to the wmoon, the Chilean delegation regre tellites do not hesitate to use their broadcasting systems every day

ie i lawfully in their
the fact that, despite the efforts made, there still seems to be a deadloek tack the position of other countries and to interfere unlaw v

Perhaps the International Telecommunication Union should

on this matter. We believe that in order to lay the foundation Tor solid ternal affairs.

. i i ning direct radio and
international co-operation in the sphere of space, it is most important to ke the same principles that will be adopted here concer g

| i i traditional radio
ensure that the scope of this draft is not confired to the moon, but levision broadcast satellites, and make them applicable %o

ozdcasting, and require their observance in that field.

rather includes the other celestial bedies, which are becoming more accessible - »
| The delegation of Chile attaches great importance to the principles whic

to man every day. We particularly support the idea that the resources of +the m
ould govern remote sensing of the earth by satellite, and we hope that an

and other celestial bodies should be declared the "common heritage of .mankind", .
In this field of technological

ternational régime will soon be established.

a concept which is.clearly specified in contemporery international law, and whi -
compatibility with the elementary requirements of

velopment also there must be

of course involves the establishment of special legislation and international -
The most important aspect of any rules and regulations

tional sovereignty.

machinery to regulate the exploration and exploitation of outer gpace rescurces
access to the information and data which satellites can provide.

as well as the equitable distribution of the benefits derived therefram. We
. : hnological
trust that by the next session of the Ceneral Assembly considerable progress wi is becomes particularly necessary in the light of the technolog

have been achieved in this connexion.,
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t having revolution is creating new conditions for further development and expansion of B

technology to obtain information from any part of the world withou

L] ) '
hl’lOlOg and ) i - : |

b B iy g £

amount of preparatory work haes also been done in the implementation of the

- ]

any régime to ‘be established mv.st f i i
effectively ensure dissemination of and joint Soviet-American space flight "Apollo Soypzn, There is every ground

access to the information i
provided by r g i
¥ remote earth sensing. for stating that bilateral and multilateral space activities for peaceful

The cr eation of nat‘ional i int + £ + t 1t
I‘e :1.0 i N 3
s g nal and niernational data centreS purposeq have been promo ’l ng the easg 3.. ng o interna i ona ension aﬁd a

strengthening of trust, and have been encouraging the devélopment of

S s
uggested by several of the drafts submitted to the Legal Sub-Committee, i
jnternational links in all fields. The strengthening of international E

an im i i
portant measure, and its implementation should be given priority i
Bhe immedidte future. ’ o

v

détente, for its part,has been having a beneficial effect on the development

Lastly, my delegation would 1j
like to stress i
ess the importance of the and intensification of comprehensive international co-operation in the field

é. th - . .
| e developing countries and which should be transformed into an effecti
ve

tool to overcome the technological . political, economic, legal, technical an3 organizational probloms,

The delegation of Chile f t%a? :thh Sx1sts in the world today. In the course of the past year tue Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
g optimistic ¢ A .

P about the future work of the Space has continued its efforts to resolve a number of questions on its agenda.

I should'like here to thank Mr. Jankowitsch, the Chairman of that Committee,
The

United Nations on the peaceful uses of outer space. We trust that thesge

Outer SBpa i i
pace, Chile ‘intends to co-operste fully in.this effort peaceful use of space
o u O *

The Bulgarian delegation would like to note with satisfaction that the i

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation f :
D rom Spanish): I thank the Legal Sub-Committee,under the competent and skilful leadership of its Chairman,

2 b v C 888 lJ.eI‘t )
. 1, d S h Ch he haa.. ' ' : ( ) )

expressed to us.
in bringing about agreement on,and adopting,a draft convention on the

registration of objects launched 1lntc outer space.

| Mr. TODOROV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from Russian): Mr. Chairman
permit me firgst of all to congratulate you and the other officers of our ,

o . < s
omittee,and express my conviction that under your gkilful and experienced

uidance i i i i
g the Committee will succeed in achieving great success at this session

I can assure you of the readiness of the Bulgarian delegation to c
this end, ) ’

-operate Lo
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In the spirit of mutual co-operation a compromise was foupd on the two
problems which had been holding up the approval of this important document,
that is to say, the question of the marking of space objects and the guestion
of the review of the convention. ThelBulgarian representative in the
Legal Sub-Committee supported article v of the draft convention. In our view
the agreed text is a compromise between the views of those delegations that :
favoured the compulsory.marking of space objects and those that held the viey:
that compulsory marking was both economically unjustified and technically not:
always possible., In essence, this provision of the convention obliges space
States to inform the Secretary-General of the identification or registration
number of space cbjects, whenever such an identifying marking or registration’
number exists.

Our representative also supported article X of the draft, which provides
that the request of one third of the States parties to the convention, and wit
the concurrence of the majority of the States parties, a conference shall be
convened for the purpose of reviewing the convention at any time after the
convention has been in force for five years. Article X states that such a
review shall in particular take into account any relevant technological

developments, including those relating to the identification of space objects

The achievement of an agreement in the Légal Sub.Committee on sober and
well-balanced formulations has once again confirmed the reputation of that
body as an organ that is making an important cantribution to\éhe development
and codification of internaticonal space law. The work of tﬁe Legal Sub-bommitte
includes all international space agreements, that is to say, the Declaration o -

Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use

of Ouier Space, the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, Return of

Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space; and the

Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects.
The Bulgarian delegation would like o express its conviection thait the

Gereral Assembly will unanimously approve the convention on the registration o

cbjects launched into outer space. That will open the way to its early

signing, ratification and entry into force. Trere is no doubt that in
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ractice the new convention will be a useful supplement to the Convention on )
nternational Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects.

Against the background of these achievements, we have to note with
egret that the Iegal Sub-Committee did not find itself able to conclude

ork on the draft treaty relating to the roon. Three problems remain

gtstanding: the scope of the treaty, information on the natural resources of the

oon and the status of those resources. We have to acknowledge, however, in all

that the question of the status of the natural resources.of the moén is the

andour,

rincipal stumbling block. The correct solution for this question or the

emporary postponement of a decision on it would, without any doubt, open the
iay to the achievement of final success.

In an attempt to assist the work of the Legal Sub-Committee, the
ulgarian delegation submitted working document A/AC.lOB/C.E/L.9§, containing
raft articles of a treaty relating to the moon. In our view, the draft articles

submitted by the Bulgarian delegation take into account the fundamentally
ivergent views on outstanding problems and are an acceptable basis for
achieving a sensible compromise.

We should like to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude

to all delegations that took the Bulgarian draft as the basis for the

possible elimination of difficulties and the final adoption by the Committee

of a draft treaty relating to the moon.

Oour delegation considers it necessary to stress that it whole-heartedly
supports the recommendation of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space that the Iegal Sub-Committee continue its work on the draft treaty
relating o the moon as an item of high priority on its agenda.

Resolution 3182 (XXVIII) entrusted the Committee with the task of
producing principles to govern the use by States of artificial satellites for
divect television broadcasting for the purpose of concluding an irternational

agreement or agreements in this field. The Bulgarian delegation would like to
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It sh
ould first and foremost be stressed that the Working Group o
n

d

agreement on t
he follow1ng five pr1n01ples' the appllcablllty of internati
na; 1ona

the Legal S
z ub-Committee on these five pr1n01ples is a text Whlch contai
ins

t [S]

development
P of unlversally acceptable principles governing the use by St t
ates

of arilflclal earth satellites for direct television broadcasting,

o thenczziszljz,i::efizgal Sub-Committee should maintain the same speed

ncble one of producin -u%e work. After all, the purpose is the extremely

vould horness dir ‘g unl?efsally acceptable principles whose application
ect "television broadcasting to the service of peace,

P 2 .
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At the sare time, we should mot minimize the. danger, gsince any delay

ails the risk of converting one of the most important scientific and

logical schievements of menkind into a source of conflict, friction

schno
a dispute.
That is why

ecomrendation tha

the Bulgarien delegation gupports the Committee's
t the Legal Sub~Committee continue its work on the pr
es of artificial earth satellites for direct television

inciples

overning the use by Stat
roadcasting as a high-priority item on the agenda of its forthcoming,

ourbeenth, session.
Some progress has been achieved ©

f remote sensing of the earth by satellites.
the Working Group succeeded in analysing the most

that space activity.

oo in the consideration of the guestion

Under the energetic leadership

+ Mr. Franco Piorio,
tant technical and international legal aspects cf

mpox
the Working Group has created com

i dlscharglng its mandate,
netive debate both in the Gcientific and Technical

ditions for

a Turther constr

ZSub—Committee and in the Iegal Sub-Committee .
action that the Legal Sub-Committee has undertaken

We note with satis?®
ing the sotivities of States in the remote

iswork on the principles govern
Pour drafts have already been subnmitted s

sepsing of the earth by satellites.
t treaty on this subject by the

In our view we should pay particular
which meets all the reguirements

' We have been informed today of a draf
. delegations of Brazil and Argentina.
attention to the joint goviet~French draft,

for a working basis for the production of a universally acceptable

docurent .
gtion of

re work of the Outer Space Committee on the que
fectively

The fuiw
remote sensing of the earth by satellites should be organized as el
as possible. In our vi

“tagk. It would therefore bve O

ew the Working Group has successfully concluded 1ts

nly logical for the Seientific and Technical

Sub-Committee to continue its consideration of the zscientific and technical
and organizational aspects, while the Legal Sub- Committee should accelerate

its work on the international legal aspects of remote sensing of the earth
N hY
by satellites.

The CHATRMAN (interpretation from Spanish): T thank the representative

of Bulgaria for his kind Words about me.
The meeting rose at > 05 p.m.




