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Point of order rajsed by the re resentative of
the USSR (continved)*

1. Mr. VELLODI
ferring

of the Committee's meetings, said that, according to
the Under-Secretary for Conference Services, the

records of the General
the Security Council and the First Commit-

chronological order,

2, Mr, FEDORENKO
Publics)

‘Deed

\A‘:kpowledgemenf by the Peruvian delegation of the
tribute pdid to the memory of Mr. Victor Andrés
Be 9inde at the 1488th meetin

3

Mr, PERA PRADO (Peru), speaking for himself
Or the Peruvian delegation and Government,

)
Resumeq from the 1489th meeting,

and

thanked the Chairman and the members of the First
Committee for the tribute they had paidto the memory
of Mr. Belafinde,

AGENDA ITEMS 30, 89 AND 91

International co-operation in the peaceful uses of
outer space: report of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space (continued) (A/6431,A/C.I/94l,
A/C.1/L.396and Add. ] and 2,A/C.I/L.397ondAdd.l)

Conclusion of an
governing the ac
and use of outer and other celestial
bodies (continued) (A/6341, A/6352/Rev.1, A/C.1/
241, A/C.1/L.398 and Add.1 and 2)

Treaty governing the exploration and use of outer
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodjes

(continued) (A/6392, A/C.1/941, A/C.1/L.396 and
Add.1 and 2;

4. Mr, GOLDBERG (United States of America) said
that his delegation wag happy to be a sponsor of the
forty-three-Power draft resolution (A/C.1/1..396 and
Add.1 and 2), recommendi

» wWhich gave cause for great
satisfaction and great hope, He hoped that the treaty
would be opened for signature without delay and rati-

would greatly reduce the danger of international conflict
and improve the prospects for international Co-opera-~
tion in the common interest in one of the newest and
most unfamiliar realms of human activity,

5.

weapon tests in the atmosphere, in outer space and
under water of 1963. It was tobe hoped that that series
of peace-building agreements wo

and that a treaty to stop the pro

weapons would soon be added to it,

6. The negotiationg leading to the treaty now before
the Committee had been remarkable for their speed
and for the business-like and reasonable attitude of
all concerned, The spiri

A/C.1/SR.1492




428

General Assembly — Twenty-first Session — First Committee

activities. The aim of the negotiators h‘ad not been to
provide in detail for every contingency inthe expl'ora—
tion and use of outer space but rather to estab_h‘sh a
set of basic principles. That was why the provxslqns
of the treaty were purposely broad. Some of t.hfamc,1
however, should be particularly welcomed by the Un}te
Nations, since they derived fromthe recomme‘ndatlons
made by the General Assembly in its 'resolutxons 1'962
(XVII]) and 1884 (XVIII) and dealt with the most m{;-
portant matters entrusted to the General /:\ssembly Y
the Charter: disarmament and the regulatlon-o.f arma-
ments, international co-operation in the political a'md
other fields, and the progressive developm.ent of in-
ternational law. Indeed, one of the mo‘st 1mportant
principles contained in the treaty was in article 1IT,
under which all activities undertaken 1'n outer space
by States parties to the Treaty hadtobe in accordance
with international law, including the Charter of the
United Nations. Man's survival in outer space would
therefore depend not only on his amazing technology
but also on the rule of law among nations.

7. The United States view of the significance of the
treaty's provisions on arms control had been summed
up by President Johnson when he had welcomed the
treaty as the most important arms control develrop-
ment since the limited test ban treaty of 196{3. The
substance of those provisions was contamed_m ar-
ticle IV, although quite as impnrtant were art'lcles 1,
11 and XII, which provided for means of ensurlpg. that
each party respected the arms control prov1.s1(?ns.
The principle adopted for that purpose was similar
to that embodied in the Antarctic Treaty of 195?,
namely, free access by all parties to one zfnothefrls‘
installations. The words "on a basis of reciprocity
in article XII did not confer any rigl}t or pox‘ve.r_ to
veto proposed visits to other countries' f’ac111t1.es
on a celestial body. A veto was not con?patlble with
the idea of reciprocity and reciprocal rights. As ?.ll
members of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Commit-~
tee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space I}ad agreed
at Geneva, the words "ona basis of reciprocity” meant
that representatives of a State party.to the treaty con~
ducting activities on celestial bod1es. would pave a
right of access tothe stations, installatlons,equlpmejnt
and space vehicles of another State party ona celestial
body, regardless of whether the second State had ever
claimed or exercised a right of access; howeYer, if
the first State had denied access to representatives of
the second State, then the latter was not required,
under the principle of reciprocity, to grant access to
representatives of the first State. Moreover, any
denial of access would entitle the other partyto I:esort
to such other remedies as it might have under inter-
national law. His delegation had made its viev.vs clear
in the Legal Sub-Committee at Geneva, stating that,
for safety reasons, it was prepared to agee to the
provision that advance notice must be given of a
projected visit, as was expressly stated in artlc!e XII,
on the understanding that that requirement did not
imply any veto right.

8. The treaty also laid down some basic gomd
rules for peaceful co-operation among nations in the
exploration and use of outer space, whict} it declared
to be the province of all mankind. Article I stated
that the exploration and use of outer space was 1.;he
right of all States without discrimination of any kind

and on a basis of equality. That provision, like the
provision prohibiting national appropriation by claim
of sovereignty, was a strong safeguard for thoge
States which at present had no space programme of
their own. The interests of such States were algg
protected by articles VII, IX and XI, which guaranteeq
them not only protection against damage, contamina-
tion and disturbances but also full participation in
the progress of scientific research.‘lt was wise and
proper that the treaty should provide those rights
and benefits, since mankind would only draw maximum
benefit from the exploration of outer space with the
co-operation of all nations, large afld small. The same
spirit of co-operation should prevail among the major
space countries, specifically the United States and the
Soviet Union, as was provided for in article IX and in
article V, which required that the same universal
respect for life and limb which had been traditional
among mariners at sea should also exist among
astronauts. The framers of the treaty had not tried to
foresee all the many possible forms of co-operation
between astronauts of the major space Powers but
had rather tried to ensure that all concerned would
enter that unknown realm as friends and partners

in peace.

9. His delegation welcomed the revised form.inwhich
article X appeared in the treaty. It was quite clear
from the text that there must be agreement between
the parties concerned for the establishment of tra.ck-
ing facilities and it properly incorporated the principle
that each State which was asked to co-.operate hz%d
the right to consider its legitimate.mterests in
reaching its decision. His delegation wished to_point
out that it had agreed to the clause on accession to
the treaty contained in article XIV on the unders.tand-
ing that the deposit of an instrument of accession to
the treaty did not mean recognition of a régime or
entity by another signatory State.

10. He expressed the hope thatthe forty—th?ee—Power
draft resolution and the treaty annexed to it would be
unanimously adopted by the Committee and the General
Assembly and that, like the United States astronaut,
Colonel White, looking down from his space capsule,
the generation which was to live in tt.1e space age
would not be able to see national boundaries.

11. Mr. FEDORENKO (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) said that the draft treaty before the Com-
mittee was the result of the efforts made by man};
members of the Committee on the Peaceful I.Jses od
Outer Space and of many other delegations \.Nhlcl;:; "
shown goodwill. He drew attention to tpe impo tted
role played by the representatives of India, the Un:
Arab Republic and Mexico, among others.

12. It was important to remember that as ea}'ly 33
1958 the Soviet Union had proposed that an mteli‘n
national treaty should be concluded on co-operatioz
the exploration and peaceful use of outf:r SPaCSOns.
had brought the question before the United Nat the
In 1961, after the flight of the first astronad id
Soviet Union had proposed that co—operation.shouith a
established and developed with other countrleSQ‘r;2 at
view to solving problems of outer space. .In 1 f'the
the first session of the Legal Sub-Committee 0
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space:
Soviet Union had submitted a draft declaration on
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pasic principles governing the activities of States in
the exploration and use of outer space. X/ As a result
of the efforts of the Soviet Union and other peace-
loving countries, the General Assembly had adopted
at its eighteenth session the Leclaration of Legal
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space (resolution 1962
(XVIN)). Even after the adoption of that Declaration,
the Soviet Union had not abandoned its efforts to bring
about an international treaty which would define the
principles governingactivities inouter space and would
pbe binding on all States, In 1964 and 1965, the Soviet
delegation had proposed that the Committee on the
Pe weful Uses of Outer Space and its Legal Sub-
Committee should consider and prepare without delay
an international agreement on the principles govern-
ing the activities of States inspace, includingcelestial
bodies. The Soviet Union had proposed on 30 May 1966

that the question which was now item 89 should be

included in the agenda for the twenty-first session of
the General Assembly (A/6341) and had submitted a

draft treaty on the subject (A/6352and A/6352/Rev.1).

It should be noted that the basic principles concerning
the definition of the important legal norms governing

activities in outer space which had inspired the Soviet

draft treaty had been supported by the members of

the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space

and incorporated in the text of the treaty now under

consideration by the First Committee,

13. It was essential to conclude a treaty governing
activities in outer space. Since the launching by the
Soviet Union of the first artificial earth satellite,
great successes had been achieved inthat field and the
number of States engaged in the exploration of outer
space was constantly increasing. It was therefore
more and more necessary to determine in what
direction and on what basis the activities of States
in the field would be conducted, whether those States
were space Powers or non-space Powers.

14, The Soviet Union attached great importance to
the fact that the provision in the Soviet draft treaty
prohibiting the placing in orbit around the earth of
objects carrying nuclear weapons or other weapons
of mass destruction and the installation of such
weapons on celestial bodies or in outer space had
been included in the treaty (article IV). It was also
essential that the Moon and other celestial bodies
should he used exclusively for peaceful ends. The
Soviet Union thought that a treaty which included
those measures, among others, would make it possible
to achieve considerable progress towards achieving
disarmament, limiting the arms race, reducinginter-
national tension and securing world peace. The
Principles of international law contained in the treaty
would create favourable conditions for co-operation
In outer space between all States, whatever their
degree of economic or scientific development,

15. The Soviet Union considered that the preparation
of the treaty and its adoption by the General Assembly
Would represent a victory for the forces of peace in
the struggle which they were waging against those
Who wished to use outer space for purposes of pro-

Vocation or aggression. The Soviet Union was con-
\

Y oo
AnJ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth Session,
nexes

» 8genda item 27, document A/5181, annex I A.

vinced that the conclusion of such a trcaty would
establish an excellent basis for the solution of the
legal problems which would be raised in the develop-
ment of outer space. In particular, the provisions of
the treaty would serve as a basis for the preparation
of agreements concerning assistance to astronauts
and liability for damage caused by space vehicles,
agreements which were at present under consideration
by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

16. The Soviet Union was quite sure that, in the
interests of international co-operation and the
strengthening of peace, the members of the Committee
would give their unanimous support to the first treaty
on outer space in the history of mankind,

17. Mr. SEYDOUX (France), after referring to the
achievements of the space Powers during the previous
year and to the space activities of European organiza-
tions, stressed the importance of the report of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
(A/6431) and thought that the best course for the
Committee to take was to endorse its conclusions.

18, He said thathis country attached great importance
to the exchange of information and documentation on
outer space as well as tothe joint training of research
workers and technical personnel. The sole purpose of
the bilateral co-operation which the French govern-
ment had entered entered into with certain countries—
Argentina, Canada and India, among others—was to
allow the French and foreign specialists to share
their knowledge and techniques. That had also been
the aim of the various activities it had undertaken
with the help of the United States of America. It had
also been the aim of the co-operation which had been
agreed upon on 30 June 1966 by the Governments of
the Soviet Union and France with regard to telecom~
munications, meteorology and aeronomics.

19. Referring to the forty-three-Power draft resolu—
tion, by which the Assembly would invite States to
become parties to a treaty submitted as an annex, he
said that the French Government welcomed the fact
that the legal problems raised by activities in outer
space had recelved the attention of the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

20. During the short time at its disposal, that
Committee had not been able to draft provisions which
would be complete in every way, or even strictly
uniform; the Conventions adopted by the United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, for example, had
required several years of negotiation. In spite of
objections that might be raised concerning the wording
of various provisions, both as to substance and as to
form, there was reason to be satisfied thatthree basic
principles were affirmed, namely: the prohibition of
any claim to sovereignty or property rights in space;
the obligation to use the Moon and other celestial
bodies exclusively for peaceful purposes and to
refrain from stationing weapons of masgdestruction in
space; and the obligation to undertake and pursue space
activities in a spirit of international co-operation.

21, There would no doubt be some difficulty in
implementing the treaty, whose provisions clearly
constituted an innovation from the standpoint of tradi-
tional international law based on the sovereignty of
States. Difficulties might thus arise in the case of

e
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certain activities unless the realm of outer space

was distinguished as quickly as possible from that of

atmospheric space, which, pursuant to the Convention
on International Civil Aviation, signed at Chicago

on 7 December 1944, and customary law, was subject
to the sovereignty of the subjacent State, It was well,
therefore, that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space would be requested, by the forty-three-
Power draft resolution, not only to continue the
elaboration of international agreements on liability
and assistance but also to study the question of the
definition of outer space. However, the complexity of
the task should not delay the preparation of a list of
acceptable definitions which took account of the
activities taking place above the surface of the earth,
A choice amongthose definitions would have to be made
by jurists, scientists and technicians and then sub-
mitted to Governments for decision.

22, Under the draft resolution, the Committee would
be requested to study questions relative to the
utilization of outer space and celestial bodies. That
task was necessary because, while the principles
established by the treaty would no doubt be easy to
apply in the case of the exploration of space, their
application would be more difficult when State activities
involved exploitation, and particularly where simple
occupation had to be distinguished from appropriation,
It would be important to act prudently in connexion
with activities that might affect the territory of States.
In particular, it would be inadmissible for States to
pursue space activities that would affect the territory
of other States except with the previously declared
consent of the latter.

23. International commitments bearing on specific
problems would therefore have to be negotiated with
a view to their adoption by diplomatic conferences.
Those -commitments would have to take two factors
into. account; first, the need to leave the Powers
capable of engaging in space activities enough freedom
to carry out useful enterprises without undue difficulty
while not depriving the other Powers of the necessary
safeguards; and, second, the - obligation for many
States to join together, according to various arrange-
ments, in order to engage effectively in space
activities—which involved recognition of the rights
as well as the duties of groups of States or of inter-
governmental organizations.

24. In other words, future agreements should be
drawn up in a spirit of co~operation and understanding,
without any systematic insistence on existing for-
mulas which might not necessarily be suitable. That
remark applied to liability and assistance and to
such other questions as the possible regulation of
certain uses of  space, co-operation and mutual
assistance both on earth and in space, the registration
of space vehicles, and the effect of space activities
on the earth's surface. That enumeration of the
problems that were of concern to the French delega-
tion was indicative of its interest in the preparation
of rules-of law suitable to space activities and of the
considerations which would guide Governments in
determining their attitude towards the proposed
treaty. and the agreements that would be needed in
drder to supplement it.

25. Lord CARADON (United Kingdom) welcomed the .
fact that the Committee was taking up as the last
matter before it a subject on which a wide measure
of agreement had been reached. The treaty before
the Committee had been favourably received by a
large number of delegations. The United Kingdom,
for its part, enthusiastically and fully supported it
and paid a tribute to all those who had contributed
to its preparation, particularly the Chairman of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

26. Having participated, in the summer of 1966, in
the work of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, he knew that
the task had not been accomplished without some
effort and could therefore say that the treaty was the
fruit of collective work and an achievement of the
United Nations. :

27. Some provisions of the treaty were of the first
importance in the field of disarmament and the
strengthening of peace, such as the provisions of
article IV, which prohibited the placing of objects
carrying nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass
destruction in orbit around the earth. Others were.
of great scientific interest: under article XI, for
example, States undertook to supply information on.
their activities in outer space. Still others were of
special interest to jurists; - that was the case, in
particular, of the provisions of article I1. He associated
himself with the United States representative's com- -
ments concerning article X and emphasized that-
participation in the treaty, as provided for under
article XIV, did not imply recognition, or any change
in the status, of an unrecognized régime or entity
which might want to accede to the treaty. It was on-
that understanding, which was fully supported by
international law and practice, that the United Kingdom
Government, in the exceptional circumstances of the-
treaty in question, had not objected to a participation
clause in the form in which itappearedin article XIV.
Tew countries had the financial and technical means
to carry on activities in outer space alone. Many
States felt it preferable to conduct such activities.
through international organizations. He therefore .
welcomed the fact that article XIV took account of
the position of those States.
28, The treaty, however, was only a sketch of the

legal work that the United Nations would accomplish
in the course of time. In particular, there remained

the important question of the liability of States for:

damage caused by their space objects; that question-
had already been brought before the Legal-Sub-
Committee. The summary formulation of that principle:
in article VII should not prevent the United Nations-
from pressing for the drafting of a convention on the
subject.

29. It was gratifying that those who had contributed
to that encouraging result had not disgraced by
dispute among themselves the dazzling achievements
of the scientists and the astronauts. The fact that
they had not contaminated the new dimension of man's
horizon with petty rivalries gave new reason for fa}th
in the United Nations and its capacity to harmoniz®
men's earthly actions. :

30. The forty-three-Power draft resolution recom:-
mended States to accede to the treaty and established
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the programme for the future work of t
: he Legal
SUb‘-c'omm1tt‘tee. He hoped that the Committee's laglst
decision at 1.ts current session would be to adopt that
draft resolution by an overwhelming majority

31, .Mr. WALDHEIM (Austria) congratulated the
chalrm.an of the Legal Sub-Committee and the various
delegations concerned on their success in producin

a treaty on principles governing the activities o%
states' in the exploration and use of outer space
including the Moon and other celestial bodies pThat,
instrument corresponded to the wishes of At.lstria
wh'ich‘ had consistently expressed the view tha’z
seientific and technical achievements in outer space
must be matched by legal and political agreements

The treaty met that requirement, for it was a mo t
important milestone in the endeavour to provide fosr
law z.md order in outer space and furnish a sub

stantial basis for further work in that field s

32. With regard to the achievements of the Committe
on the Pt'aaceful Uses of Outer Space, he recalled tha{i
in 1961 .1t had drafted the basic principles of spa

exploration, which had been embodied in GenI; c?
{\ssemb¥y resolution 1721 A (XVI). As it had bra
1fnperat1ve, however, for freedom of exploration toe Ie)n
linked to a definite legal order, it was the function 06;
the nfaw treaty to affirm the validity of international
law, including the Charter of the United Nations, i

the realm of outer space and of celestial bodies, Ir;
followed that any act of aggression committed a ai;xst
a State from a point in outer space would be co%rer d
by the sanctions provided for in the United Natioe

Charter, and that the norms developed to govei‘lz

the ordering of outer space formed part of inter-

national law and not of a ne ;
to outer space. W order applicable solely

33. The next step had been the a i
gzzle;nbiy resolution 1962 (XVIII?opéllx(:go?igiGne;efl’?el
lara fon" of Legal Princi i
gctlvities of States in the Ex%lliiatﬁ)?lvzlr‘lzmgseﬂ;
inu:;: tSpaie. Those basic principles were reflected
e ma?ea y b(?fc?re the Committee, After enumerating
b d81(13n ;t>.rov1s1ons of the treaty, he observed- that
o gation would have preferred the principle of
o clusively peaceful uses to be applied not only to the
] oc;n and other celestial bodies but also to the whole
a::?ivliltsii . of' outer space; it noted, however, that
rcoomes 1n.ouFer space must be carried out in
Natiaee gﬁ with 1nte'r§1ationa1 law, including the United
o : harter, failing which they would be incon-
stent with the purpose of the treaty.

giinc’fhle treaty's .maig advantage was that the many
resdluIZ'es embodied 1{1 previous General Assembly
internatl;'ons were now incorporated in the form of an
ana rat}gnal . agreement, which, after its signature
bindin 1llcat10n by a number of States, would have
erlyg egal force. By thus eliminating the most
Woul) ecauses of political friction among States, it
ang usenm;re a favourable climate for the exrploration
bodics '1?‘ outer_spacg, the Moon and other celestial
I‘egret;; was tf) .b.e hoped that it would rule out the
> ablc.a possibility of an arms race in outer space

of acfireizzltlon of a vast and practically unlimited zon(;
o thV by res.erved exc!usively for scientific research
he e benefit of mankind was a step which deserved

Support of all peace-loving nations. His delegation,

as a sponsor of the forty -three
therefore hoped that the trea
would be approved by all dele

-Power draft resolution,
ty before the Committee
gations.

35. Mr. VINCI (Ital

. ¥) noted that th,
by the Legal Sub-Committ G
Peaceful Uses of
Committee's tagk

ty prepared
ee of the Committee on the
;Qutt;r Space did not exhaust that
n the area of legal activities, and
ggh?:\lr):g ithat the Committee, after the success iE had
Sucm::ssfuln ;i;agclilrggl l'cihe space treaty, would be equally
. ng its other legal tasks. Th
g;%liecSt pra‘ise was due to the Scientific and Tecimica?
Sub-C ‘c;;:;nir:llt:eg, gor in its recommendations (A/6431
ad advanced new ideas which ’
a decisive step forward in th Tt of ttaee
h n the development of i
national co-operation in th i o ot
. € peaceful use of
;g:g?ﬁ’ll;?;si ideas included a proposal to examir::;1 :I‘i:
of a world-wide navigation satellit
es
Sis k(?elegation supported the recommendationyslf:;n e;
st?lxc'jymfh groupttof specialists should be established to
€ matter and propose a develo
. : t pro-
gramme if appropriate. It was als mely 1o
. o extremely inter-
estec.i in the Subl-Committee's proposal regarging e'Bcie
f;séix;:il;gy ;)f us1;'1g meteorological satellites and mass
0 solve the agricultural and ed
problems of developing nations i o o th
8 In many parts of th
world. The recommendations o
on education and traini
reflected the need to kee i s ang
> p the political leaders
populatlon‘ of each country abreast of space develil;)lc-i
;ner;ts; his delegation, which had had a share in
bra ting those recommendations, hoped that they would
.oe approved by the General Assembly.

Zg;cg?ep::?;:t fof Wl:/IO (A/AC.105/L.31) deserved
or its clear presentation of th
gﬁi‘lixgglel . gxéorlirI afccomplished by that organizatioﬁ
- Useful work on space matters h
ad al

been done by UNESCO, ICAO, WHO and ITU. In i?:g
xslzzctulreport, ITU should consider the matter of
Un'i C;te broadcastiflg, as the representative of the

ited Arab Republic had suggested during the dis~
cussion in the Legal Sub-Committee,

37. The proposed s i
pace treaty, which his delegati
gad ?f(?lped to draft, should be regarded as theg?ir(::
a;c)ggptlé:dstegl) towards the establishment of unanimously
rules of law which would for ev
la er b
:Zd warltike activities from outer space T;él :::It‘
presented the best available com "
S . promise betwe
Is)gz;;lztggleti confhc;ting requirements, Article IV w:;s1
€ most important, inasmuch as i
er , 8 it pro-
?;b:)tuetcértlsxga placindg of weapons of mass destrucf)tion
ce; it did not, however, precl d
activities in space b ili o L i
y military personnel, wh i
well have a valuable contri o Artio
ibution to make. Arti
VI and VII established the mage an
1 an : concepts of damage and
ilablhty, thus laying the groundwork for more dgfailed
Cgreerpents on such subjects, which the Legal Sub-
om.mlttee 'should start to draw up as soon as
Egzzsi;l;lev} sm(ze the provisions of the treaty in tl;at
ere too broad and vague to be sati
Article VIII, which dealt wi iy bt e
( , with sovereignty, had th
n;el};llt of circumv‘enting the difficulties inherent in thg
fa ;;1 cﬁ; by'c trar/:sferringv sovereignty to the objects
into outer space and not to the surrou
¢ : nding .
?}i?}rmd Iiis gelegatmn had- accepted article XI?Ig
eclared the treaty open to all Sta ’
. ' tes. fi
signature, because it recognized the universality cc):f:
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outer space and the obvious link with article IV of measure which might very well facilitat; progres iﬁcz'thihfonlt]:rﬁggri?ﬁgil ;vgzu?:ai;‘;tgj:tegr :,si(:}e‘
i i i i H the other hand whic
banning nuclear weapon tests in the in other areas of disarmament; on i ¢ . .
g‘tfnoz;::xz, in oute% space and under water. established extremely important legal rules governa; and prevent dangerous dead-end situations of che

433

delegation endorsed the recommendations of the Work-
ing Group of the Whole (A/6431, annex IV), which the

. ' Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space had
ng the activities of States in outer space. kind that. had arisen in the past. In that connexio'n, he adopted. It welcomed the fact that some of its sugges-
45, His delogation wished to pay a tribute to the . . paid a 1;r1but€'j to the work of the members and officers tions concerning the conference agenda had been
two groat space Powers, the United States and the 44, Among the most constructive provisions of the: 3 of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

Soviet Union, to whose co-operation the submission treaty was article I, which laid dow? the Pl‘inciplv
of a single text was due. It was also grateful to the that space activities should be carried out for thg 49.
members of the Legal Sub-Committee and to all benefit of all countries, irrespective of their degree.

taken into account, particularly those concerning
A fow years earlier, the question now before the education and training, and that the conference was to

. ; ) lace emphasis on the int i
Comm'u:‘tee might have ap.peared only relatively urgent. I;ountries.p Vienna I\l)vas ea lsnuftzislzs cﬁiig:ae aiezsé?gﬁg
those who had helped in the difficult task of drafting of economic or scientific development; his delegation’ Scientific and technological progress had, however,

' ; ference site; his delegation wished to expr it
. R X o s : , de it a part of ‘current reality and even of daily ; ; xpress 1s
: ich touched very deeply upon the sovereign  had pressed for the inclusion of that principle. Article: 4 made - ; ) ol gratitude to the Austrian Government in that jon.
a‘t;etatyfvgﬁcélta:ss ¢ Py 11 would help to prevent the rivalries that had poisoned: life. H¥s delegation congratulated the Soviet Union and Teomexdon
rights o . ' relations between States during the age of e thiy the United States on their successes inthe exploration
39. He recalled his delegation's earlier suggestion

51.
. e discoveries. Article IV was in effect a partial diss of space; praise was also due to France and Japan
that the number of officers of both the Scientific and J

As the French representative had observed,

] g - ) : € > there could be no objection to the recommendations

armament measure and codified the principle set ' for their achievements inthatfield. Alltheinformation  of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. Par-
Technical Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub- forth in General Assembly resolution 1884 (XVIIj , obtained through such actn_ntles was extremely  ticular importance should be attached to international
Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses . yy4ing the placing in orbit around the earth off valuable for the whole of mankind and for the various  programmes for education and training and the
of Outer Space should be increased by providing each any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other: branches of science. That was apparent from the  popularization of space activities. His delegation felt
Sub-Committee witha vice-chairman anflarapporteur, Kinds of weapons of mass destruction, or the installa« reports of I’.I‘U and WMQ. As the Australian and Italian that .an intensified effort should be made to inform
in view of the increasing responsibilities and burden tion of such weapons on celestial bodies. vepresentatives had pointed out, space explorationhad and educate world public opinion,
of their work. . : already had an effect on modern life in that space

; d his country's pledge 45, Of course, all the articles of the treaty were of: 3 problems fostered a spirit of co-operation which  52. His delegation commended the work of the Legal

40. In conclusion, he renewed his Py ty pt_ o, the greatest importance from a political or legak foreshadowed world-wide co-operation. In his opening  Sub-Committee and joined others who had expressed
to dedicate 1ts‘bei;energgeesi‘§;)tttlxseegc;a;1gu;:rezgzclgnIt standpoint. It was, however, disappointing to note statement at the 44th meeting of the Committee on
co-operation in the pea .

X " that article IV provided only that the Moon and othe: the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space (A/6431, annex I) new duties.
waSinilrl t(gh?;uig;lrlfhéhasltec%iillasna:cli/?:ﬁlcsotsszxz;ﬁts I‘:)Bff celestial bodies were to be, t:_sed e;;ldusi:;ely:;:egﬂce the‘ Chairman had .stressed the importance of inter- 53. Tran was pleased tobe a sponsor of th
BBt coast of Africa, in co-operation with the o Drposes, O P mce, ‘Trat broad Tonp-hole was national co-operation. and his appeal had apparently  pouegratt resolution (A/C.L/L.397 and 1) nd
i ica and Kenya military use of outer space. d loop as been heard. After lengthy negotiations, States had 4 that th ' . 1/L. .1) an
United States of America and kenya. contrary to the principles set ou.t in the relevant succeeded in preparing a single draft treaty on the ope at the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
41. Mr. FUENTEALBA (Chile) emphasized the im- General Assembly resolutions and in the Declaratio

their best wishes to its Chairman, Mr. Lachs, in his

the Activiti ¢ States principles governing the activities of States in the Outer Space would continue its useful work,
ortance of the agreement which the Committee on of Legal Principles Governing the Activities ol State exploration and use of outer space. The treaty was a . ' ‘
Ehe Peaceful Usengf Outer Space had reached on the  in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space. His delega major development and would facilitate th}é con— Zsﬁczgiin itil;%it;?:mw?z Scc;nvmcec'i:t that e;l(panc.led
draft treaty governing the exploration and useof outer  tion had on m'flny occasions e@ressed 1t.s doubts clusion of other agreements on disarmament. It was about even more rapi dg adva:c:se ?ie eer:c:;?:; St .lif'mg
space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies. regarding the wisdom of fiutomat}cally applying inter certainly as important as the partial test ban treaty tion of outer Space was remin.der : 111)at - 21 iza-
The chief merit of the space treaty was that it not  national law and the United Nations Charter to oute in that it was the first instrumentof tis kind to regard anxind was
only laid down rules governing the activities of States space and celestial bodies. As it had pointed out &

at pr i i i
: odies. A ted out &4 space explorers as envoys of mankind asa whole., The  yas. il unfortungtely. mersed by conticts, thvente
in outer space but at the same time provided a solution  Geneva, present-day international law was the law treaty established the extremely important principle  and tensions. However, the atmosphere of apre t
for potential problems whose seriousness was only  peace and it was also the law of war. The intention of the equality of all States and non-discrimination  ,pq o o—opera'ttion which had marké)d the di & e?menf
too obvious. Article II, for example, provided that  must therefore be to prevent outer space and celest In space activities. For those reasons, his delegation  the present item was a good C asslon o
neither the Moon nor other celestial bodies were  bodies from being contaminated by the long herita was pleased to be one of the sponsors of the forty- hopeI:i that the behasvioufoz,f ﬁitll(’i aclind i ‘;,; Sbto be
subject to national appropriation, thus eliminating of human misfortune, three-Power draft resolution. keeping with the spirit of the propos eg t r‘g:tl; ¢ n
the possibility of a new type of colonfalism onan .= b, delegation had also stressed the necessify )
interplanetary scale. It would also prevent an extension of maintaining a proper balance between the righ
of the arms race and war to outer space.ItwWas "4 o400 of the space Powers and those of the
important that the gr eat' Powe.rs had reached.;t g;‘ee— non-space Powers. It was therefore glad that agree=:
‘x'ne‘nt on that_ step, wh1"ch might be described &s ment had been reached on the wording of article Xg
disarmament in advance®. which related to the granting of facilities to observe
42, It was to he hoped that the start thus made the flight of space objects. As the representativesof
towards intenational co-operation would have favour-  the United States and the United Kingdom had pointed:
able effects .n other fields and, in particular, that it out, it was clearly recognized in article X that the:

would be reflected in an agreement on the non- granting of such facilities would depend on agreemenf
proliferation of nuclear weapons and onthe permanent between the States concerned.

ation of nuclear weapon test in all environments. st
?te S:;a:l cause for satisfaztion, in view of the meagre ~ 47. The proposed treaty was &Zrh;?s . nt:eofmm;ﬁ
progress achieved towards disarmament, that the  important political evem s1.ncie o 'lflt'lity atwe
Committee was able to conclude its work on a hopeful {)}z:rtltal tfzs';;;?éls trwzastyt.h‘:t pk?;?h C;) rztrrindled 1Y, asis fob!
note owing to the agreement reached on the space fu?ur:,oag;eements o that their principles could
breaty. broadened and any loop-holes eliminated throug
new political instrumsnts.

50. With regard to the international conference onthe

exploration and peaceful uses of outer space, his The meeting rose at 1 p.m.

43. Mr. DE CARVALHO SILOS (Brazil) paidtha
i the Chairman of the Committee on the .
tIf;,zlcnz'ultoUses of Outer Space for the constructive 48, Mr. HOVEYDA (Irap) observed that 11; iagis?s
role he had played in the negotiations leading to the the report of the C.ommlttee o.n the Peace uling withi
conclusion of the proposed treaty. The treaty, which Outer Space, the First Committee was dea -
was annexed to the forty-three-Power draft resolu- problems which belonged to both th(.a near i
tion, of which Brazil was pleased to be a sponsor, distant future. That gave cgu.s? for sat1sf:au:tli;l;émi
was a landmark in the work of the United Nations. On one of the major res'ponsiblh’ges of the Unite
the one hand, it was an important partial disarmament was to create conditions which would ensure
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