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51/ 123. International cooperation in the peacefu
uses of outer space

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 50/27 of 6 Decenber 1995,

Deeply convinced of the common interest of mankind in pronoting the
expl oration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes and in continuing
efforts to extend to all States the benefits derived therefrom and al so of
the inmportance of international cooperation in this field, for which the
United Nations should continue to provide a focal point,

Reaffirm ng the inmportance of international cooperation in devel oping
the rule of law, including the relevant norns of space |aw and their inportant
role in international cooperation for the exploration and use of outer space
for peaceful purposes,

Stressing the inportance of the w dest possible adherence to
international treaties that pronote the peaceful uses of outer space,

Concerned about the possibility of an arns race in outer space,
Recogni zing that all States, in particular those with major space
capabilities, should contribute actively to the goal of preventing an arns
race in outer space as an essential condition for the pronotion of
i nternational cooperation in the exploration and use of outer space for
peacef ul purposes,

Consi dering that space debris is an issue of concern to all nations,
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Noting the progress achieved in the further devel opnment of peacefu
space exploration and application as well as in various national and
cooperative space projects, which contribute to international cooperation, and
the inportance of further international cooperation in this field,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General! on the
i npl enent ati on of the reconmendations of the Second United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space,?

Havi ng considered the report of the Conmittee on the Peaceful Uses of
Quter Space on the work of its thirty-ninth session,?

1. Endorses the report of the Commttee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space on the work of its thirty-ninth session;?

2. Invites States that have not yet becone parties to the
international treaties governing the uses of outer space* to give
consideration to ratifying or acceding to those treati es;

3. Notes that, at its thirty-fifth session, the Legal Subcommittee of
the Conmttee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, in its working groups,
continued its work as mandated by the General Assenbly in its resolution
50/ 27; °

4. Endorses the recomendati ons of the Cormittee that the Lega
Subcommittee, at its thirty-sixth session, taking into account the concerns of
all countries, particularly those of devel oping countries, shoul d:

' A/ 51/ 276.

2 See Report of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and

Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, Vienna, 9-21 August 1982 and corrigenda
(A/ CONF. 101/ 10 and Corr.1 and 2).

3 Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 20 (A 51/ 20)

4 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the

Expl orati on and Use of Quter Space, including the Moon and O her Cel esti al
Bodi es (resolution 2222 (XXl), annex); Agreenent on the Rescue of Astronauts,
the Return of Astronauts and the Return of (bjects Launched into Quter Space
(resolution 2345 (XXI'1), annex); Convention on International Liability for
Damage Caused by Space (bjects (resolution 2777 (XXVl), annex); Convention on
Regi stration of Objects Launched into Quter Space (resolution 3235 (XXl X),
annex); Agreement CGoverning the Activities of States on the Moon and O her

Cel estial Bodies (resolution 34/68, annex).

5 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Suppl erent No. 20 (A/51/20), sect. I1.C
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(a) Continue its consideration of the question of review and possible
revision of the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nucl ear Power Sources in
Quter Space;*®

(b) Continue, through its working group, its consideration of matters
relating to the definition and delimtation of outer space and to the
character and utilization of the geostationary orbit, including consideration
of ways and neans to ensure the rational and equitable use of the
geostationary orbit without prejudice to the role of the Internationa
Tel econmuni cati on Uni on

5. Al so endorses the recomrendati on of the Conmittee that the Lega
Subcommittee, at its thirty-sixth session, should suspend consideration inits
wor ki ng group of the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nucl ear Power Sources
in Quter Space pending the results of the work in the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee, without prejudice to the possibility of reconvening its working
group on that itemif 1n the opinion of the Legal Subcommttee sufficient
progress was made in the Scientific and Techni cal Subconmttee at its session
in 1997 to warrant the reconvening of the working group

6. Not es that deliberations on the question of the geostationary
orbit have been undertaken by the Legal Subcommittee as reflected inits
report,® on the basis of recent proposals which nmight provide a new and
enhanced basis for future work;

7. Endorses the recomendati ons and agreenents concerning the
organi zation of work in the Legal Subcommittee;

8. Notes that the Chairman of the Legal Subconmttee, at its
thirty-fifth session, conducted open-ended informal consultations with al
menbers of the Subcommittee on the working nmethods of the Subconmittee,

i ncluding the consideration of possible additional itenms for inclusion in its
agenda, as outlined in the report of the Commttee,” and that the

i npl enent ati on of several recomendations nade by the Subcommittee at its
thirty-fourth session resulted in a general recognition of the inprovenents in
t he wor ki ng nmet hods of the Subconmittee at its thirty-fifth session

9. Wl cones the fact that, pursuant to its request in paragraph 12 of
its resolution 50/27, the Legal Subcommittee reviewed its requirenent for
summary records and that, beginning with its thirty-sixth session, it would be
provided with unedited verbatimtranscripts in |ieu of summary records;

10. Notes with satisfaction that, in accordance wi th paragraph 11 of
its resolution 50/27, the Conmttee was provided, at its thirty-ninth session
wi th unedited verbatimtranscripts of that session in lieu of verbatimrecords
and that the Conmittee woul d evaluate the use of unedited verbatimtranscripts
at its fortieth session to informthe General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session of the experience of the Conmttee with the transcripts;

6 See resol ution 47/ 68.

7" Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session, Suppl enent

No. 20 (A/51/20), sect. Il.C. 4.
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11. Notes that, in accordance with paragraph 9 of its resolution
50/ 27, the Committee reconvened, at its thirty-ninth session, the Wrking
G oup of the Wiole to exam ne the working nmethods of the Committee and its
subsi di ary bodi es;

12. Endorses the recommendati ons of the Commttee as contained inits
report on its thirty-ninth session with regard to its working nethods;?8

13. Notes that, in accordance with the agreement of the Committee at
its thirty-ninth session, the Chairman of the Committee undertook and will
continue to hold, as necessary, inter-sessional informal consultations anong
the menbers of the Committee with a view to reachi ng consensus deci si ons
before the fortieth session of the Conmttee on the nodalities of establishing
a new conposition of bureaux, keeping in view the principles of equitable
geogr aphi cal representation and rotation, and that all proposals nade by
del egati ons and groups of del egations, including the need for agenda
restructuring and an exam nation of session duration, were taken into account
in the framework of those informal consultations;

14. Agrees that if consensus agreenment is reached anong the nenbers of
the Conmttee on neasures relating to the working nmethods of the Conmttee and
its subsidiary bodies, including the conposition and el ection of the bureaux,
duration of sessions of those bodies and inclusion of additional itenms in the
agenda of the Legal Subconmittee, those neasures shoul d be inplenmented during
the 1997 sessions of the Conmittee and its subsidiary bodies as the
transitional arrangements for the year 1997;

15. Notes that the Scientific and Techni cal Subconm ttee of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, at its thirty-third session
continued its work as mandated by the General Assenbly in its resolution
50/ 27; °

16. Notes with satisfaction that the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee continued to consider on a priority basis the agenda item on
space debris and that the work of the Subconmttee at its thirty-third session
concentrated on the topic of measurenents of space debris, understandi ng of
data and effects of this environment on space systens, based on the nulti-year
work plan adopted by the Subcommittee at iIts thirty-second session;

17. Agrees that the nulti-year work plan for the consideration of the
item on space debris should continue to be inplemented with flexibility;

18. Endor ses the recomendations of the Conmittee that the Scientific
and Techni cal Subcommittee, at its thirty-fourth session, taking into account
the concerns of all countries, particularly those of devel opi ng countri es,
shoul d:

8 |bid., sect. Il.E. 3.
° Ibid., sect. Il.B.

10 A/ AC. 105/ 605, para. 83.
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Consider the following itens on a priority basis:

United Nations Progranme on Space Applications and the
coordi nati on of space activities within the United Nations
system

| mpl enent ati on of the recomendati ons of the Second United
Nat i ons Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of
Quter Space;?

Matters relating to renote sensing of the Earth by satellites,
including, inter alia, applications for devel oping countries;

Use of nucl ear power sources in outer space;
Space debris;
Consider the following itens:

Questions relating to space transportation systenms and their
inplications for future activities in space;

Exam nation of the physical nature and technical attributes of
the geostationary orbit and of its utilization and
applications, including, inter alia, in the field of space
conmmuni cations, as well as other questions relating to space
conmmuni cati ons devel opnents, taking particular account of the
needs and interests of devel oping countries;

Matters relating to life sciences, including space nedicine;

Progress in national and international space activities related
to the Earth's environnent, in particular progress in the
i nternational geosphere-bi osphere (gl obal change) programe;

Matters relating to planetary exploration;
Matters relating to astronony;

The theme fixed for special attention at the thirty-fourth
session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee: "Space
systens for direct broadcasting and gl obal infornmation systens
for space research"; the Commttee on Space Research and the
International Astronautical Federation, in |liaison wth Menber
States, should be invited to arrange a synposium wth as w de
a participation as possible, to be held during the first week
of the Subcommittee's session, to conpl enent discussions within
t he Subcomm ttee on the special thene;

Consi ders, in the context of paragraph 18 (a) (ii) above, that it

is particularly urgent to inplenent the follow ng recomendati ons:

(a)

countries should have the opportunity to use the techni ques

resultiﬁg fromnedi cal studies in space;
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(b) Dat abases at the national and regional |evels should be
strengt hened and expanded and an international space information service
shoul d be established to function as a centre of coordination

(c) The United Nations shoul d support the creation of adequate
training centres at the regional level, |inked, whenever possible, to
institutions inplenenting space programes; necessary funding for the
devel opnent of such centres should be nade avail abl e through financia
i nstitutions;

(d) The United Nations shoul d organize a fell owship progranme through
whi ch sel ected graduates or postgraduates from devel opi ng countries shoul d get
i n-depth, |ong-term exposure to space technology or applications; it is also
desirable to encourage the availability of opportunities for such exposure on
other bilateral or multilateral bases outside the United Nations system

20. Endorses the recomendati ons of the Wrking Goup of the Wwole to
Eval uate the I npl enentati on of the Reconmendati ons of the Second United
Nat i ons Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, of the
Scientific and Technical Subcomittee, as endorsed by the Conmittee and as
contained in the report of the Wrking Goup of the Wole;

21. Al so endorses the recommendation of the Committee that the
Scientific and Technical Subcomittee should reconvene, at its thirty-fourth
session, the Wrking Goup of the Wiole to Evaluate the Inplenentation of the
Recommendati ons of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, to continue its work;

22. Invites Menber States to report to the Secretary-Ceneral on a
regul ar basis with regard to national and international research concerning
the safety of space objects wth nuclear power sources on board;

23. Endorses the United Nations Progranme on Space Applications for
1997, as proposed to the Conmittee by the Expert on Space Applications; *?

24. Enphasi zes the urgency and i nportance of inplenenting fully the
recomendati ons of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Quter Space, in particular those relating to the promotion of
t he establishment and strengthening of regional nechani sns of cooperation
t hrough the United Nations system

25. Invites all CGovernments within the organizations of the United
Nat i ons system and ot her intergovernnental organizations working in the field
of outer space or on space-related matters to take effective action for the
i npl enentati on of the reconmendati ons of the Conference, and also invites the
Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
session on the inplementation of the recommendati ons of the Conference;

26. Notes with satisfaction that, in accordance w th paragraph 30 of
resol ution 50/27 and in the context of paragraph 19 (c) above, the Centre for
Space Sci ence and Technol ogy Education in Asia and the Pacific began its first

11 A/ AC. 105/ 637 and Corr.1, annex ||

12 See A/ AC. 105/625, sect. |I.
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education programme in April 1996 and that significant progress has al so been
achieved in establishing regional centres for space science and technol ogy
education in the other regions covered by the regional conm ssions;

27. Notes that, pursuant to its recomrendation in paragraph 33 of
resol ution 50/27, the Scientific and Technical Subconmttee, at its
thirty-third session, continued to discuss the possibility of holding a third
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space
before the turn of the century, and that the Conmttee continued these
di scussions at its thirty-ninth session with a viewto nmaking a fina
recommendation to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session

28. Endorses the recommendati on of the Committee that a speci al
session of the Commttee (UNISPACE Il1), open to all States Menmbers of the
United Nations, should be convened at the United Nations Ofice at Vienna,
preferably in 1999, unless progress towards agreeing on an agenda in the
Scientific and Technical Subcomrittee at its thirty-fourth session makes it
nore appropriate to consider the year 2000; %

29. Requests the Commttee and the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee to act as the Preparatory Conmittee and the Advisory Conmittee
for UNNSPACE Il and the Ofice for Quter Space Affairs to act as the
executive secretariat; and also requests the Preparatory Committee and the
Advi sory Conmittee to carry out the tasks entrusted to themin paragraphs 178
to 185 of the report of the Conmmttee® and to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session on the progress nmade in the preparatory work for
UNI SPACE 111

30. Recogni zes the contribution of the Third Space Conference of the
Americas, held at Punta del Este, Uruguay, in 1996, towards pronoting regi ona
cooperation in space activities, as well as the neetings nentioned in
paragraph 13 of the report of the Secretary-General! on the inplenentation of
t he recomendati ons of the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of Quter Space,? and calls upon the regional conm ssions to
support those initiatives;

31. Recommends that nmore attention be paid to all aspects related to
the protection and the preservation of the outer space environnent, especially
those potentially affecting the Earth's environment;

32. Considers that it is essential that Menber States pay nore
attention to the problemof collisions of space objects, including those with
nucl ear power sources, with space debris, and other aspects of space debris,
calls for the continuation of national research on this question, for the
devel opnent of inproved technology for the nmonitoring of space debris and for
the conpilation and di ssenination of data on space debris, and al so considers
that, to the extent possible, information thereon should be provided to the
Scientific and Techni cal Subconmittee;

33. Uges all States, in particular those with major space
capabilities, to contribute actively to the goal of preventing an arns race in

13 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-first Session
Suppl erent No. 20 (A/51/20), sect. IIl.E
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outer space as an essential condition for the pronotion of internationa
cooperation in the exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful purposes;

34. Enphasi zes the need to increase the benefits of space technol ogy
and its applications and to contribute to an orderly growh of space
activities favourable to sustained econom c growth and sustai nabl e devel opnent
in all countries, particularly in the devel opi ng countries;

35. Requests the Conmittee to continue to consider, as a matter of
priority, ways and means of maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes,
taking into account the views expressed at its thirty-ninth session and at the
fifty-first session of the General Assenbly, and to report thereon to the
Assenbly at its fifty-second session

36. Al so requests the Conmmttee to continue to consider at its
fortieth session its agenda itementitled "Spin-off benefits of space
technol ogy: review of current status”

37. Endorses the decision of the Conmttee to grant pernmanent observer
status to the Planetary Society;

38. Requests the specialized agencies and other internationa
organi zations to continue and, where appropriate, enhance their cooperation
with the Conmttee and to provide it with progress reports on their work
relating to the peaceful uses of outer space;

39. Requests the Commttee to continue its work, in accordance with
the present resolution, to consider, as appropriate, new projects in outer
space activities, and to submt a report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-second session, including its views on which subjects should be studied
in the future

83rd plenary neeting

13 Decenber 1996



