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  Status of the implementation of the recommendations of 
UNISPACE III 
 
 

  Note by the Secretariat 
 
 

The recommendations of UNISPACE III contained in the Vienna Declaration 
(A/CONF.184/6, Chap. I, resolution 1) were endorsed by the General Assembly in 
its resolution 54/68, of 6 December 1999. An assessment of the implementation 
process and the progress made in the implementation of the UNISPACE III 
recommendations was completed by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space in preparation for the UNISPACE III+5 review conducted by the General 
Assembly in 2004 and is contained in the report of the Committee to the General 
Assembly (A/59/174). In its resolution 59/2, of 20 October 2004, the General 
Assembly endorsed the Plan of Action proposed by the Committee in that report 
(A/59/174, paras. 228-316). Documents A/CONF.184/6 and A/59/174 are available 
in all official languages of the United Nations at the website of the Office for Outer 
Space Affairs (www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/unisp-3/index.html). 

Based on information received in response to Note Verbale CU 2006/130 and Note 
Verbale CU 2007/160, in 2006 and 2007, respectively, the Secretariat had prepared a 
note containing a table on the status of the implementation of recommendations of 
UNISPACE III for consideration by the Working Group of the Whole during the 
forty-fifth session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee in 2008 
(A/AC.105/C.1/2008/CRP.3). At that session the Working Group of the Whole 
agreed that a number of actions/recommendations could be considered implemented 
in accordance with the following criteria (A/AC.105/911, annex I, para. 8): 
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 (1) The action/recommendation is being considered and implemented by all 
practical means by another intergovernmental body and reporting lines have 
been established with COPUOS to keep it informed about the ongoing 
implementation progress; 

 (2) The action/recommendation has been considered by a UNISPACE III 
Action Team which has concluded its work and/or the action/recommendation 
has been or is being considered by the Committee and/or its Subcommittees; 
and  

 (3) The action/recommendation has been fully implemented. 

As agreed by the Working Group of the Whole at its meeting in 2008 
(A/AC.105/911, annex I, para. 9), the Secretariat has requested member States of the 
Committee, entities of the United Nations system and other organizations having 
permanent observer status with the Committee to report on their activities in the 
implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III, focusing on those 
recommendations considered not yet implemented (Note Verbale CU 2008/117 and 
Note Verbale CU/2008 118).∗ 

The replies received have been taken into account in preparing a revised status 
report in tabular form contained in the annex to the present document for 
consideration by the Working Group during the forty-sixth session of the 
Subcommittee.  

The table in the annex to this document includes information received by the 
Secretariat in response to Note Verbale CU 2008/117 from Algeria, Austria, China, 
Germany, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, and Nigeria; as well as the information 
received in response to Note Verbale CU 2008/118 from entities of the United 
Nations system and other organizations having permanent observer status with the 
Committee, namely: Committee on Space Research (COSPAR), Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO), World Health Organization (WHO), World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and Space Generation Advisory Council (SGAC).  

The table consists of three parts: 

Table Part Recommendations or actions 

Total no. of 
recommendations 

or actions 

Implemented 
recommendations 

or actions 

Recommendations 
or actions remaining 

to be assessed 

I. Recommendations of 
UNISPACE III that still remain 
to be implemented; 

4 0 (0%) 4 (100%) 

II. Actions from the Plan of Action 
of the Committee to further 
implement the recommendations 
of UNISPACE III 

40 23 (58%) 17 (42%) 

III. Actions contained in United 
Nations General Assembly 
resolution 59/2 

14 8 (57%) 6 (43%) 

__________________ 

 ∗ See http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/COPUOS/stsc/2009/noteverbale.html. 
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The table retains the information received in response to Note Verbale CU 2006/130 
and Note Verbale CU 2007/160 in 2006 and 2007, respectively.  

The columns containing the actions/recommendations that could be considered 
implemented, as agreed by the Working Group of the Whole in 2008, have been 
shaded in grey to facilitate their identification. An assessment is provided for the 
consideration by the Working Group of the Whole for those 
actions/recommendations that are not yet considered implemented.  

The Working Group of the Whole at its meeting in 2008 also agreed that on the 
basis of the present report it would consider the way forward in its consideration of 
the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III. 
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