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  Application for membership of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
 
 

  Note by the Secretariat 
 
 

The present document contains a copy of the application of Luxembourg for 
membership with the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space. The note verbale of the Permanent Mission of Luxembourg to the United 
Nations (Vienna) containing the application of Luxembourg, was received by the 
Secretariat on 8 November 2013 and was circulated to member States of the 
Committee in note verbale OOSA/2013/12, CU 2013/249/OOSA/CPLA. 
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  TRANSLATION (ENGLISH) 
 
 

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 
Permanent Mission to the International Organizations in Vienna 

Ref. No. 736/13 

The Permanent Mission of Luxembourg to the International Organizations in Vienna 
presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations Office for Outer 
Space Affairs and has the honour to inform you that the Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg has decided to seek membership of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS).  

Given the scale of its space activity, Luxembourg believes that it will be able to 
make a useful contribution to the work of the Committee. Attached herewith is a 
description of the activity of Luxembourg concerning the use of outer space. 

Luxembourg would be grateful should its application for membership be judged 
favourably. 

The Permanent Mission of Luxembourg to the International Organizations in Vienna 
takes this opportunity to convey to the Secretariat of the United Nations Office for 
Outer Space Affairs the renewed assurances of its highest consideration. 

[Stamp of Embassy of Luxembourg] 
Vienna, 7 November 2013 

 

Space Activities of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

Space activities of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg are marked by the presence of 
SES, one of the main private operators of communications satellites in the world. 
Luxembourg granted SES ASTRA, a Luxembourg subsidiary of SES, the right to 
operate a Luxembourg satellite system. The first satellite, ASTRA 1A, was launched 
in December 1988. Today, SES ASTRA operates 18 communications satellites in 
geostationary orbit as part of this arrangement. 

The SES group operates a fleet of some 50 satellites and is a major client for the 
satellite and launch vehicle production industry. 

Luxembourg joined the European Space Agency (ESA) in June 2005. The public 
space activity of Luxembourg has mainly developed in cooperation with European 
partners in ESA. In that context, Luxembourg has focused on its involvement in the 
ARTES telecommunications programme. In the future, Luxembourg will further 
increase its participation in other ESA projects, such as the Electra programme on 
electronic propulsion.  

Since it joined ESA, Luxembourg has seen a great diversification of its space 
activities. Various businesses have developed skills in satellite ground segments, 
components and small-scale platforms. 

In July 2011, LuxSpace, a small company founded in 2004, was granted the right to 
operate microsatellites in low-Earth orbits for collecting data on vessel 
identification. Two microsatellites are in orbit. 
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In conjunction with ESA, Luxembourg is also running a national space programme. 
The University of Luxembourg and public research centres carry out research 
projects, particularly in cooperation with Luxembourg businesses. The University of 
Luxembourg also engages in space law studies; in 2001, it created the SES Chair in 
media and satellite communications law. 

In addition, Luxembourg provides training and support for young scientists and 
researchers. 

Finally, emergency.lu, an initiative by the Directorate for Development Cooperation 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is a satellite communications platform designed 
to be used in humanitarian catastrophes to help quickly re-establish the vital and 
urgent communications of emergency services (VoIP connection). That initiative 
offers almost global satellite coverage, uses the expertise of Luxembourg businesses 
and is financed by the Luxembourg State. It has been implemented in close 
cooperation with the World Food Programme. When not needed for emergency 
situations, the satellite systems and capabilities are deployed to assist 
communications in humanitarian projects in regions that are isolated from 
traditional communications networks. 
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