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 I. Introduction 
 
 

1. At the forty-ninth session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, the 
Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities agreed 
that the expert groups established by the Working Group should prepare draft 
working documents on the basis of their work and that those working documents 
should be made available, in the six official languages of the United Nations, for 
comments by member States and permanent observers of the Committee on  
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, preferably on the margins of and/or during the 
fifty-fifth and fifty-sixth sessions of the Committee (A/AC.105/1001, annex IV, 
paras. 16 and 17). 
 
 

 II. Objective and outputs 
 
 

2. In accordance with the terms of reference and methods of work of the  
Working Group on the Long-term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities (A/66/20, 
annex II), expert group B will develop a consolidated set of current practices and 
operating procedures, technical standards and policies to strengthen measures to 
mitigate orbital debris; to promote safe and responsible operations in space; and to 
improve the collection and sharing of information for space object collision 
avoidance, debris monitoring and general situational awareness. Using inputs 
provided by States members of the Committee, United Nations intergovernmental 
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bodies, relevant intergovernmental organizations and other international 
organizations and bodies, as listed in section V of the terms of reference and 
methods of work of the Working Group, as well as inputs from national  
non-governmental organizations and private sector actors provided through relevant 
States members of the Committee, the expert group will provide the Working Group 
with a set of voluntary best-practice guidelines focused on practical and prudent 
measures that could be implemented in a timely manner by States, either 
individually or collectively, and by governmental and private sector spacecraft and 
launch vehicle operators and manufacturers. 

3. If, during the examination of topics within the scope of the expert group, new 
issues are raised that have not previously been addressed by the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee, the expert group may decide to bring such issues to the 
attention of the Working Group as areas for further consideration by the 
Subcommittee. 
 
 

 III. Method of work 
 
 

4. The expert group will meet preferably on the margins of and/or during the 
sessions of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and the Committee and at 
other times to be agreed in advance, preferably at the session of the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee. The expert group will likewise use opportunities provided 
by intersessional coordination events, such as meetings, teleconferences, electronic 
exchanges of information, including through the dedicated web page established by 
the Working Group, and workshops, in accordance with the terms of reference and 
methods of work of the Working Group and as agreed by the Working Group at the 
forty-ninth session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee in February 2012 
(A/AC.105/1001, annex IV, para. 16). 

5. The expert group will agree on the appropriate status, reliability and relevance 
of the information to be provided to support the deliberations of the Working Group, 
which will consider inputs received and make any necessary decisions regarding 
those inputs. The expert group also will consult with other expert groups on  
cross-cutting issues, including gaps between expert group findings and 
recommendations on best-practice guidelines, and the relevant findings and 
recommendations of other expert groups. 
 
 

 IV. Preliminary outline of areas of work 
 
 

6. The expert group has considered the broad outline of topics in the terms of 
reference and methods of work of the Working Group (A/66/20, annex II, para. 14) 
and has preliminarily identified the following areas for detailed consideration:  

 (a) Space debris: 

 (i) Measurements, monitoring and characterization of the space debris 
population; 

 (ii) Measures to reduce the creation and proliferation of space debris; 

 (iii) Technical developments and possibilities regarding space debris removal; 
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 (iv) Controlled and uncontrolled re-entry notifications regarding substantial 
space objects, and notifications of the re-entry of space objects with hazardous 
substances on board; 

 (b) Space operations: 

 (i) Conjunction assessment and collision avoidance processes and 
procedures; 

 (ii) Pre-launch and manoeuvre notifications (supporting launch collision 
avoidance and on-orbit collision avoidance for functional space objects); 

 (iii) Common standards, practices and guidelines; 

 (c) Tools to support collaborative space situational awareness: 

 (i) Directories of spacecraft operators, space operations and space 
situational awareness organizations, and contact information; 

 (ii) Collection, sharing and dissemination of orbital data on functional and 
non-functional space objects; 

 (iii) Storage and exchange of descriptive information on the operational status 
and characteristics of functional and non-functional space objects, as they 
pertain to the long-term sustainability of space activities; 

 (iv) Information-sharing procedures, ensuring information consistency and 
information transfer reliability. 

7. Additional topics may be considered by the expert group in response to 
contributions of States members of the Committee, United Nations 
intergovernmental bodies, relevant intergovernmental organizations and other 
international organizations and bodies, as listed in section V of the terms of 
reference and methods of work of the Working Group, as well as of national  
non-governmental organizations and private sector actors through the relevant 
States members of the Committee. 
 
 

 V. Preliminary schedule of work 
 
 

8. The expert group intends to carry out its work in accordance with the 
following indicative workplan: 

2012  Review of information provided by States, intergovernmental 
organizations and other entities as inputs to its work, including on the 
best-practice guidelines. Completion and agreement on the outline of the 
report of the expert group. Conduct consultations on cross-cutting issues 
with other expert groups, as appropriate. Continue development and 
review of draft inputs for the report of the expert group. 

2013  Review of expert group activities under the auspices of the workshop on 
long-term sustainability organized in conjunction with the fiftieth session 
of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. Continue development of 
the draft report and recommended best-practice guidelines. Invite 
comments on the draft report and recommended best-practice guidelines 
from member States and permanent observers of the Committee. Conduct 
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consultations on cross-cutting issues with other expert groups, as 
appropriate, and coordinate with other expert groups in order to 
incorporate additional information to finalize the draft report and 
guidelines for the expert group’s input to the draft report of the Working 
Group by October 2013, for consideration by the Working Group at its 
meetings during the fifty-first session of the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee, in 2014.  

2014  Additional work as required to support preparation of the report of the 
Working Group, to be submitted to the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 1200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


