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The States Parties: to this Convention, :

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering the exploration and
use of outer space for peaceful purposes, .

Recalling the Treaty oanrinciples Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,

Takingﬁinto considefation-that, notwithstanding the precautionary measures to be

taksen by States and international intergovermmental organizations involved in the
launching of space objects, damage may on occasion be caused by such objects,

Recognizing the need to elaborate effective international rules and procecures
concerning liability for damage caused by space objects and to ensure,, in particular,
the prompt payment under the terms of this Convention of a full and equitable measure
of compensation to victims of such damage, | .
_ Believing that the establishment of such rules and'pfocedures will contribute to
the étrengthening of international co-operation in the field of the exploration and uce:
of outer space for peaceful purposes, '

Have égreed on_the following:

_ ‘ , Article 1

For the purposes of this Convention: »

“(a) the térm "damage" means loss of life, personal injury or other impairment cf health
or loss of or damage to pfoperty of States or of persons, natural or juridical, or
propefty of international iﬁtergovernmental organizations; |

(b) the term "launching" includes attempted launching;

(c) the term "launching State" means:
(1) a State which launches or procures the launching of a space object;

(2) a State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched;

=
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(d) +the term "space object" includes component parts of a space object as well as il:

launch vehicle and.parts thereof.
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_ Article II
A launching State shall be absolutely liable to pay compensation for damage caused
py its space object on the surface of the earth or to airéraft in flight.
' Article III ‘
In the event of damage béing caused eclsewhere than on the surface of the .earth to a

" space object of one launching State or to persons or property on board such & space

object by a space object of another launching State, the latter shall be liable only if
the damage is due to its fault or the fault of persons for whom it is responsible.

1. ¢ In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the surface of the earth to

a space object of one launching State or ﬂo persons or property on board such a space
object by a space object of another launching State, and of damége thereby being, caused
to a third State or to its natural or juridical persons, the first two States shall be
joiﬁtly and severally liable to the third State, to the extent indicated by the follow-
ing: ; - ‘

(a) if the damage has been caused to the third State on the surface of thebearth
or to.aircraft in flight, their liability to the third State shall be
absolute; - .

(b) if the damége has been caused to a space object of the third State or to
_persons or property on board that space object elsewhere than on the surface
of the earth, their liability to the third State shall be based on the fault
of either of the first two States or on the fault of pefsons for whom either
is respohsible. ,

2. In all cases of joint and several liability referred to in par}?gr‘aph 1, the burden

of compensation for the damage shall be apportioned between the first two States in

accordance with the extent to which they were at fault; if the extent of the fault of
each of these States cannot be established, the burden of compensation shall be
apportioﬁed equally between them. Such apportiomment shall be without prejudice to the.
right of the third State to seek the entire compensation due under this Convention from
any or all of the launching States which are jointly and severally liable.

Article V.

1. Whenever two or more States jointly launch a space object, they'shall be jointly

and severally liablé for any demage caused.
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"the rlght of &

- this. Convent_"n‘flom any or all of the launchlng States whlch are JOintly and

'”w1th 1nternatlonal law 1nclud1ng,’1n partlcular, the Charter of the Unlted Natlons

j'and the Treaty on’ Pr1n01nles Governlng the Act1v1t1es of States 1n the Exploratlon

v;(a) natlonals of that launchlng State, R

il,{' A State whlch suffers damage, or whose natural or Jurldlcal persons suffer damag

| may present to a launchlng State a clalm for compensatlonfbr such damage.

The partlclpants 1n a. 301nt launohlng may conclude agreements regardlng the_ild

_anportlonlng among themselves of the flnan01al obllgatlon 1n respect of whlch they*

are: 301ntly'an ﬁseverallv llable.‘ Such'agreements shall be wlthout pregudlce t‘

ate sustalnlng damage to seek ‘the entire compensatlon due under

St

severally 11able."'“”

3. A State from whose terrltory or fa0111ty a space obJect 1s launched shall be
regarded as a partlclpant in a 301nt launchlng., T ‘ '
o ' ' o - Artlole VI

' l; Subgect t;‘the prov1s1ons of. paragraph 2, exoneratlon from absolute llablllty

shall be granted to the extent that a launchlng State establishes that the damage

'has resulted elther wholly or partlally from gross negllgence or’ from an act or.

om1s31on done w1th 1ntent to cause damage on the part of a clalmant State or of

: natural or Jurldlcal persons 1t represents.gx -

_sz;wl No exoneratlon whatever shall be granted 1n casec where the damage has

from act1v1t1es conducted by a launchlng State whlch are not in conformlty

and Use Of Outer Space, 1nclud1ng the Moon and Other. Celestlal Bodles.;;ﬂﬂjilu
R e ‘ irticls VII**wf“”‘ R TR

| l lne prOVlblonS or thls Convenulon shall not apply to damage caused by a

space obJect of a launchlng State to-f N

oo

(b) - forelgn natlonaksdurlng such tlme as. they axe part1c1pat1ng 1n the operatlony
"of that space obgect from the tlme of 1ts launchlng or at any stage thereafter
a’untll 1ts descent, or durlno such tlme as they are in the 1mmed1ate v101n1ty
 of a planned launchlng Or recovery area as the result of ah 1nv1tat10n by that
e launchlng State., L : ‘; k
| o .'artlole VIII'

"If the State of natlonallty has not oresented a laim ‘anOther State may, 1n:- 4
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3. if nelJner uhe waue of naflcnall ¥, nor Lhe 6 tate 1n whose Berrlucry e damage
was sustalﬁed has preeen ed a elalm or no,lflec its 1QLenb1«n of presenting a elalm,
aQOUher ”“aue may, in reapecb of damage sus Lalned by its oermaneﬂb reeldeaus, presenu
a claim to a launcq;ggishaue.‘_

o | - s cle IX

A flalm fo eompensaulon znr aamage shaLl be pr esented te'a launching State through
dlolomatle ehannela.'ﬁ If a State dces noc maln)aln dlnloma ic relations with the
laaqphlng State concerned, it may LqueSL anot ker Stave to preeen its c1a1m to that
1aunrhing Sfat e or. otherwise represent its interests under this Convention. t may
also present its claim tnfough the uecreuary-ueqeral of the Unloed Natlons, prov1ded
the claimant State and the 1aunch1nd State are both Members of the United Vations.

e _ A - Arulcle X ‘ _ ' ’
1. A clalm for compensaulon for damage may be presenLed to a launchlng Stafe not
later Lhan _one year followlﬂg the datc of uhe OCLUTT@HC@ Of the damage or the S
1deqxlf1catlon of the launcwlng State vhich is liable. o o A
2. If, however, a State does not know of the occurrehce of the damage or nae n0u .
been able to 1denb1fy the launching State whlon is 11able, ;L may presen» a clalm ‘
W1tn1n one, year follow1ng Lhe date on whlcn 1u learned of the aforementloned faCbS,
hcwever,_uhls perlod shall in no eveht eX(eed one year Iollowlng the da*e on whlch the
State could reasoaably be expeebcd to have learned of the facts ,nrovgh the exer01se
of due dlllgence. _ » . ‘ A ‘ / _"
3. The time-limite apec1f1ed in paragraphs 1 and 2 ehall‘apply eveh'if thevfull
extent of the damage may not be known. ~In this event, however,_fhe claimant State
uhall be Pnblbled to revise the claim and su%mlt aoeltlonal documenuablod after the
expiration of such time-limits until one year after Aﬂe full eXLﬂnb of the ﬂamage 1s
known. |

v AArticlevXI

1. Preeenta on of a claim %o a launching State for compensatwon for damage under
this Convention shall not require the prior eXhaUSblOD of any local remedles which may
be available to a claimant State or to natural or JUfl jical persoas it represenus.
2. Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a State, or natural or Jurldlcal persons

-

it might represent, from pursuing a claim in the -couris or admlnlsnratlve tribunals or
‘agencies of a launching State. A State shall pou,'nowever, be entitled to presenu a
claim-uﬁder this Co nvenulon in respect of the same oaﬂage for which a claim is being

pvroued in the courts or administrative tribunals or agencies of a launchlng State or

under ap0uher international agreement which is blndlng on *be Sfaues LODCETFDd.
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Article XIT

‘The ‘compensation which the launcnlng “tate shall be llablb to pay for danaﬁo unde
this Conv ention shall be determined in accordance with inte rnatlonal law, “and thu ‘J
pr1nc1ples of JUSulC“ and equity, in order to provide such reparatlfn in ruspect of thq
damage as will réstore the person, natural or JurldICdl, State or 1nternatlonal organl-
zation on whose bohalf the clainm 1s pre&enteé to the condlulon which wou]d have OXlotO(
if ‘the damage had ﬂOu occurred, L ‘

A ' 1”"ifticle'XIII

Unless the clainant State and the State from whlch covpensatlon is duo and T thls

Conventlon agrpe on’ another form of nompensauloq, thn conpgnsatlon shall bo pald 1n tn<
‘¢urrency of the claimant State or, if that atafe 50 r\questu, in uhe ourrency OL thp »
State from which compensation is dud, ' R S
SRR - irticle XIV | |
If no settlément of a’claim is arrived at ﬁHfoughvdiplamatié‘n@gotiétions as »
provided for in Article IX, within one yoar fron ma datb on which the claimant St ate _
notifies the: launchlng Statu that it has Shbmltt‘d the ﬂocv entatlon of its clalﬁ thu

parties concerned shall establish a Clalns Conm1531on at the roqucst of either party.,»

nrulC]G 7

1. Tne Clalns Comn1831on u1all be COHpOSLd of" thrce nonbers. one appointed by thc
clalmant State, onniapp01nted by the 1auﬂca1ng State and the third nember, the Chulrnan

to be chosen by both parties 301nuly. Each party shall make its appointment . w1th1n

two months of “the rcquest for the establishment of the Clains Comnission. :
2.'_ If no. agreenbnt 1s roacqed on tle ChOlLv of the Chairman within four months of'@@é
request for the eutabllshnent 01 the Clalls Cormis ssion, cither party nay. requ65u thef‘:

Sucretary—Gcneral of the United Watlons to. upp01nt the Chairman within a further period

of two months, - : :

1. If one of the pafties does not make its appointment within the: atlpulated perlo ,7

the Chairman shall, at the request of thb othor party, constitute a single-member ( ]aul
CONHlSalQn. e o '
2. Any vacancy which may arise in +h lains Commission for whatever re asonﬁéhallf@é5

filled by the sane procedurc adopted for the original appointment.
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4. The Claims Commission shall determine fhe‘place or places where it shall sit
and ail other adminisfrative matters. |
5, Except in the case of decisions and awards by a single-member Commission, all
decisions and awards of the Claims Commission shall be by majority vote.
|  Article XVII | |

No increase in the membership of the Claims Commission shall take placekby reason
of two or more claimant States or launching Stétes being joined in any one proceeding
before the Commission. The claimant States so joined,shall'collectively appoint one
member of the Commission in éhe same manner and subject to the same conditions as
would be the case for a single claimant State. When two or more launching States are
so joined, they shall collectively appoint one member of the Commission in the same
vay. I1f the claimant States or the launching States do not make the appointment
within the stipulated period, the Chairmasn shall constitute a single-menber Commission.

Article XVIII

The Claims Commission shall decide the merits of the claim for compensation and

determine the amount of compensation payable, if any.
| Article XIX

1. The Commission shall act in accordance with the provisions of Article XII.

2. The decision of the Commission shall be final and binding if the parties have ‘
so agreed; otherwise the Commission shall render a final and repommendatory award,
vhich the parties shall consider in good faith. The Commission shall state the
reasons for its decision or award. | '
3. The Commission shall give its decision or award as promptly as possible and no
later than one year from the date of its establishment unless an extension of‘this
-~ period is found necessary by the Commission.
AN - The Commission shall make its decision or award public. It shall deliver a
certified copy of its decision or award to each ‘of the parties and to the Secretary-
-General of the United Nations. ' |
Article XX : .
The expenses in regard to the Claims Commission shall be borne equally by the

parties, unless otherwise decided by the Commission.
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Artlcle XXI
If the damage caused by a space object presents a large- scale danger to human llfe
or seriously interferes with the living conditions of the populatlon or the functlonlng
of v1ta1 centres, the States Parties, and in partlcular the launching State, shall
examlne the p0381b111ty of rendering appropriate and rapid assistance to the State whlck
has suffered the damage, when it so requeste._ However, nothlng in this Article shall
affect the rights or obligations of the States Parties under this Conventlon.
. Article XXIT : .
1.  In this Convention, with the exception of Articles XXIV to XKVII references to
States shall be deemed to apply to any 1nternatlonal intergovernmental organlzatlon
which condacts space activities if the organization declares its acceptance of the right
and obligations provided for 1n this Convention and if a majority of the States members
of the organization are States Parties to thls Conventlon and to the Treaty on Pr1n01ple.
uovernlng the Ant1v1t1es of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. _
2. States members of any such organlzatlon which are States Parties to this Conventlon
shall teke all appropriate. steps to ensure that the organization makes a declaration
in accordance with the precedlng paragraph.
3. If an international 1ntergovernmental orcanlzatlon is llable for damage by virtue
of the provisions of this Convention, that organization and those of its members which
are States Parties to this Convention shall be jointly and severally liable; provided,
however, that: _ ‘ , ‘
(a) any claim for compensation in respect of such damag shall be first presenﬁed
to the organlaatlon and _ _ 4
(v) only where the organization has not paid, within a period of six months,
any sum.agreed or determined to be due as compensation for such damage, may
the claimant State Jinvoke the liability of the members which are S*ates
Parties to this Conventlon for the payment of that sum.
4.  Any claim, pursuant to the provisions of this Convention, for compensation in
respect of damage caused to an organization which has made a declaration in accordance -

with paragraph 1 of this Article shall be presented by a State member of the organlzatlon

which is a State Party to this Convention.
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Article XXIII

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect other international agreemént

in force in so far as relations between the States parties to such agreements are

¢oncerned. ‘

2. No provision of this Convention shall prevent States from concludinglinternatiQpaf

agreements reaffirming, supplementing or extending its provisions. i
Article XXIV

1. -This Convention shall be open to all States for signature., Any State which 399

in accordance with paragraphJB_a

not sign this Convention before its entry into force

this Article may accede to it at any. time.
2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instrumen

of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments

Ireland, the Union of Sovietb SOClall

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Republics and the United States of America, which are hereby d651gnated the Deposltary

‘Governments.,

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of the fifth instrumehtcof

ratification.
L. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are déposited subseqy

to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the date of

the deposit of their instruments of ratification-or accession, _
omptly inform all signatory and accedlng'st’

5. The Depositary Governments shall pr

of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratificatioh

of and accession to this Convention, the date of its entry into force and other;

notices.

6. This Convention shall be registeredbby the Depositary Governments pursuant to

Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.
Article XXV

Any State Party to this Convontlon may propose amendments to this Co

Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Convention acceptlng

" amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the Sta
emaining State Party to the Convention on the date of

and thercafter for each r

acceptance by it.
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Article XXVI

Ten years after the entry into force of this Convention, the question of the

review of this Convention shall be included infthe4pfovisional agenda of the

United Nations General Assembly in order to coﬁéiﬁér,‘ih:ﬂhe light of past application

L b Ty e Y s

of the Convention, whether it requires revision;f‘HcWéVéf; at any time after the

Convention has been in force for five years, and aﬁftﬁe=request of one-third of the

gl i

States Parties to the Convention, and with the concurrence of ‘the magorlty of the
States Parties, a conference of the States Parties’ shall be convenOd to review

this Convention.

Article XXVII SRR U
Any State Party to this Convention may give notlce of 1ts wlthdrawal from the

Convention one year after its entry into force by wrltten notlflcatlon fo the cﬁ‘f,b‘
Depositary Govermments. Such withdrawal shall take: effect onc year from the date

of receipt of this notification.

Article XXVIIT

texts are equally authentlc, shall be dep031ted in the archlveq o

Governments. Duly certified copies of this Conventccn shall be trans'

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorlzed, haVe Slgneé,th\
DONE IN seeevnanas

cevreresessday of siiiieevseane.. one thousand nine hundred and Ry






