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  Note by the Secretariat 
 
 

1. At its thirty-third session, in 1990, the Committee considered guidelines for 
granting observer status with the Committee to international intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations. The possible criteria suggested by the Outer Space 
Affairs Division to the Committee at that time were the following: 

 (a) As part of its programme, the organization should be concerned with 
matters falling within the competence of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space; 

 (b) The aims and purposes of the organization should be in conformity with 
the spirit, purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

 (c) The organization should be a recognized international organization and 
should have an established headquarters, an executive officer, and a constitution, a 
copy of which is deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In the 
case of a non-governmental organization, it should be a non-profit organization. 

2. While the Committee’s decision did not specifically include the elements 
referred to in 1(c) above, it has been the practice of the Committee, since its 
decision in 1990, to have before it the constitution or statutes of the organization or 
entity requesting observer status. 

3. On 11 February 2013 the Office for Outer Space Affairs received an 
application for observer status with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
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Space from the Inter-Islamic Network on Space Sciences and Technology (ISNET). 
The following related correspondence received from ISNET is attached to this 
document: 

 (a) Letter from ISNET describing its mission and objectives and stating its 
intention to become a permanent observer of the Committee; 

 (b) Letter from a Ministerial Standing Committee (COMSTECH) of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, supporting the application of ISNET; and  

 (c) Rules of Procedure for ISNET. 

 
 






























