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Building capacity in space law: actions and initiatives

Note by the Secretariat

1. At its fifty-first session, in 2012, the Subcommittee recommended that
member States and permanent observers of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space inform the Subcommittee, at its fifty-second session, of any actions
taken or planned on a national, regional or international level to build capacity in
space law (A/AC.105/1003, para. 135).

2. The present document contains the reply received from Colombia.
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I. Information received from member States
Colombia

[English]

In relation to national space capacity-building, the Colombian Space
Commission (CSC) created through Decree No. 2442 of 18 July 2006, has been
directing the implementation of a policy of development and use of space
technologies in the following areas: (1) telecommunications; (2) satellite navigation;
(3) ground observation; (4) astronautics, astronomy and aerospace medicine;
(5) knowledge management and research; (6) political and legal matters; and
(7) Colombian Spatial Data Infrastructure (ICDE).

The Government’s action to build national capacity in the field of space law has
included incorporating a section on space development in the National Development
Plan.

A further initiative has been the launch of Geomatics Week, focusing on space law
and featuring a series of talks and lectures on the subject.

The first Colombian Aerospace Forum was held on 28 and 29 June 2012 with the
theme “Supporting Colombia on the Path to Progress”.

In June 2012, a Degree in Space Law was awarded by the University of the Andes.

Every year the Sergio Arboleda University holds a “Seminar on Space Law”. The
University also has a chair of space law and is engaged in several lines of research,
serving as a research incubator in space affairs.

The Colombian Research Institute (COLCIENCIAS), a Government agency, has set
up a National Programme in Security and Defence with an accompanying Strategic
Plan.

[Spanish]

En cuanto al desarrollo de la capacidad nacional espacial, la Comision Colombiana
del Espacio, CCE, creada mediante Decreto No. 2442 del 18 de julio de 2006, ha
venido orientando la ejecucion de una politica de desarrollo y utilizacion de
tecnologias espaciales en los siguientes campos de accion: 1) Telecomunicaciones;
2) Navegacion Satelital; 3) Observacion de la Tierra; 4) Astronautica, Astronomia y
Medicina Aeroespacial; 5) Gestion del Conocimiento y la Investigacion; 6) Asuntos
Politicos y Legales; y 7) Infraestructura Colombiana de Datos Espaciales (ICDE).

Dentro de las actividades realizadas por el Gobierno Nacional para fomentar la
Capacidad de Colombia en materia del derecho del espacio se encuentra la inclusion
del “Desarrollo Espacial” en el Plan Nacional de Desarrollo.

El desarrollo de la Semana Geomatica, en el marco de la cual se hace énfasis y se
dictan charlas relacionadas con el derecho espacial.

Los dias 28 y 29 de junio de 2012 se llevd a cabo el Primer Foro Aeroespacial
Colombiano “Contribuyendo a Consolidar a Colombia como pais en progreso”.

En el mes de junio de 2012, en la Universidad de los Andes, se dictéo un “Diplomado
de Derecho Espacial”.
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Anualmente, la Universidad Sergio Arboleda, dicta un “Seminario sobre Derecho
Espacial”, asi como la catedra de derecho espacial, lineas de investigacion y
semillero de investigacion en tematicas espaciales.

El Departamento Administrativo de Ciencia, Tecnologia e Innovaciéon —
COLCIENCIAS, entidad gubernamental, conformé un Programa Nacional en
Seguridad y Defensa, y su Plan Estratégico.
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