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on Outer Space

1. At its 859th meeting, on 8 April 2013, the Legal Subcommittee of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space reconvened its Working Group on
the Status and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space under
the chairmanship of Jean-Frangois Mayence (Belgium).

2. The Working Group held 4 meetings, from 9 to [17] April 2013. At the
opening meeting, the Chair recalled the mandate of the Working Group
(A/AC.105/942, annex I, paras. 4 and 6, and A/AC.105/990, annex I, para. 7).

3. The Chair also recalled that the Subcommittee, at its fifty-first session, had
agreed to review at its current session the need to extend the mandate of the
Working Group beyond the current session of the Subcommittee (A/AC.105/1003,
para. 182).

4.  The Working Group had before it the following:

(a) “United Nations Treaties and Principles on Outer Space, related General
Assembly resolutions and other documents” (ST/SPACE/61);

(b) Conference room paper on the status of international agreements relating
to activities in outer space as at 1 January 2013 (A/AC.105/C.2/2013/CRP.5);

(c) Set of questions provided by the Chair of the Working Group on the
Status and Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space
(A/AC.105/C.2/2013/CRP.12);

V.13-82607 (E)

T 0 Pl reyee 659



A/AC.105/C.2/2013/TRE/L.1

(d) Responses received from Germany and Kazakhstan to the set of
questions provided by the Chair of the Working Group on the Status and Application
of the Five United Nations Treaties on Outer Space (A/AC.105/C.2/2013/CRP.13);

(e) Response received from Austria to the set of questions provided by the
Chair of the Working Group on the Status and Application of the Five United
Nations Treaties on Outer Space (A/AC.105/C.2/2013/CRP.18).

5. The Working Group noted that the questionnaire contained in
A/AC.105/C.2/2013/CRP.12 continued to provide a good basis for discussion,
within the mandate of the Working Group, on relevant matters relating to the status
and the application of the five United Nations treaties on outer space.

6. During the discussion of the set of questions in the questionnaire and the
responses received, the Working Group noted that its continued discussion would
benefit from more written contributions from member States and from international
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations having
permanent observer status with the Committee, in order for the Working Group to
develop a collection of views for future considerations.

7.  The Working Group noted that the questionnaire was clustered into three parts
and observed the following:

(a) Question 1 targeted issues related to the Agreement Governing the
Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (Moon Agreement) and
provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
(Outer Space Treaty), and were broad enough to capture additional matters related
to the overall regime covering exploration and use of the Moon and other celestial
bodies;

(b) Question 2 covered issues specifically related to responsibility and
liability under the United Nations treaties on outer space, and served as a good basis
for further discussion on the applicability of other instruments, such as the United
Nations principles on outer space and the Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space;

(¢) Question 3 dealt with the registration of objects launched into outer
space, in particular the issue of transfer of ownership or control of space objects in
orbit, and the broader issue of transfer of activities as such.

8.  The Working Group noted that the questionnaire focused on essential
questions of practical relevance and served to organize and rationalize the work of
the Working Group, that the questions presented in the questionnaire were not
exhaustive and that they should not limit the discussion of the Working Group
during the fifty-third session of the Subcommittee.

9.  The Working Group agreed that the discussions on the set of questions in the
questionnaire could benefit from the work conducted under other items on the
agenda of the Subcommittee.

10. The Working Group agreed that States members of the Committee and
international intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations having
permanent observer status with the Committee should again be invited to provide
comments and responses to the questions in the questionnaire prepared by the Chair.
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The questionnaire would again be made available on the website of the Office for
Outer Space Affairs of the Secretariat, and any replies received would be made
available in a conference room paper.

11. Some delegations recalled the validity of the joint statement on the benefits of
adherence to the Moon Agreement by some States parties to the Agreement
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.272) as a useful contribution in relation to a discussion on
national legislative processes in the ratification and implementation of the
five United Nations treaties on outer space.

12. Some delegations reiterated the view that the Working Group should take a
practical rather than a theoretical approach in discussing the provisions of the
treaties.

13. The Working Group noted that a comprehensive discussion had taken place at
its current session with respect to issues on the relationship between the United
Nations treaties on outer space, their implementation and application, and the nature
of several fundamental principles laid down in those treaties. The role of the Legal
Subcommittee to provide a platform for exchange of information and views on
reasons of States for acceding or not acceding to those treaties was emphasized.

14. The Working Group recommended that the Subcommittee, at its
fifty-third session, in 2014, reconvene the Working Group and review the need
to extend the mandate of the Working Group beyond that session.

15. The Working Group agreed that the Chair of the Working Group, together with
the Secretariat, should present to the Working Group at its next session, in 2014, an
overview of the responses to the questionnaire, including a synthesis of views
presented in writing, and raised in the discussions during its sessions, to provide a
basis for streamlining, broadening or tailoring the set of questions in the
questionnaire in the interest of promoting further discussions within the mandate of
the Working Group.

V.13-82607 3




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 1200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


