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The Contractlné Partles,

Recogn1z1ng the ~corimon interest of mankind in fﬁrthering the peaceful

uses of outer space,

.Recalling the- Declaratlon of Legal Princlnals Governing the Activities

i

] of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, adopted by the General

oy i

Lssembly on December 13, 1963, as resolution 1962 (XVIII),
Considering that the Dersonnel of soacacraft nay fron time to time be the
subject of accident or experlence condltlons of distress,

Considering that there ray cccur landlngs of objects launched intoc outer

v Sty S

space, and their personnel in the case of manned spacecraft, by reason of

]

35, accident, dlstress or mistake,

gg Vlshlng to do their utnoqt to assist the nersonnel of spacecraft in such

éé cases and to provide for the return of obgects launched into outer space, and

gg» . Bellev1ng that in such 01rcunstances the action of States should be

%g governed by common humanitarian concern and w1th due regard for scientific needs, ;
§i igree as follows: .

1. 4 Contracting Party which discovers that the personnel of a spacecraft i

have met with accident or are experiencing conditions of distress, or have made

an emergency landing, shall notify without delay the State of registry or

international organization responsible for launching; or the Secretary-General

( of the United Nations.
<
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2. A Contr%ctlnﬁ Party which dlscovers h@t'an object 1aunchediinto'outerl

space or parts thereof have returned to E&rth shall notify without delay the. State;

of registry or. 1nternatlona1 organlzmtlon respon5101e for launchlng, or the

Secretary-General of the United Netions.

Article 2 ,

1. Unless otherwise requested by the State ofvregistry éf inferﬁétiénai ' 
organization responsible for launching, each Centracting Party shall take all
nossible steps to assist or rescue promptly the personnel of “spacectraft-who are
the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress or who mray nake .
Such steps shall

emergency landings by reason of accident, distress, or mistake.

include & joint search by those Contractiﬁg Parties which may be in a position
to conduct search and rescue cperations in the event personnel of_a,spdcecraft are
presumed to have made an emergency landing on the high seas or intarctica.

2. Rach Contracting Party shall permit, subject to control by its own
authorities, the author1t1e$ of the btate of reglstry or 1nternatlonal organization

responsible for leunching to nrov1de measures of assistance as may be neccss1tated

by the circumstances. L , T
; _ . '-Article 3 . | .

1. A Contracting Party shall return the beiébnnel of a spacecfaft who
have made an emergency landing by feaépnlof accident, distréss or miéiéke promptly
end safely to the State of registry or'iﬁtérnaﬁibn@l"organizdtioﬁ respbnsible’for
launching.. ' _ | |

2. Upon request by the State of registry or Jnternatlonal orranlyatlon
responsible for launchlng, a Contracting Party shall return to that State or
international organization an object launched into outer space or parts thereof

that have returned to Eerth.  Such State or international organization sHall,
upon request, furnishvidentifying dﬁta. )
.' - nrtlcle 4

Any dispute arising from the lnterpretatlon or application of this Agréement

may be referred by any Contracting Party thereto to the International Court of

Justice for decision.
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A Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Agreement. ZAmendments
shall come into force for each ContractingLParty accepting the amendments on
acceptance by & majority of the Contracting Parties end thereafter for each
remaining Contracting Party on acceptance by it.‘

Article 6

Any Contracting Party may give notice of its withdrawal from this Agreement
two years after its entry into force by written notification to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from the
date of receipt by the Secretary-General of the notification.

This Agreement shall be open for sig nature by States Members of the United
Nations or of any of the specialized agencies or Parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, and by any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to become a perty. iny such State which does not
sign this Agreement may accede to it at any tinme.

This Agreement shall be subject to ratification or approval by signatory States
Instruments of ratification or approval and instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 9

This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit of the second
instrument of ratification, approval, or accession. It shall enter into force
as to a State ratifying, approving, or acceding thereafter upon deposit of its
instrument of ratification, approval, or accession.

Article 10

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred
to in Article 7 of signatures, deposits of instruments of ratification, approval,
or accession, the date of entry into force of this Agreement, proposals for

amendment, notifications of acceptances of amendments, and notices of withdrawal.
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Article 11

The original of this Agreement, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian

and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shell be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United MNations, who shall send certified copies thereof to all

States referred»to in Article 7.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized, have signed this
. ) il .

Agreement.

Deone at - : this .

day of , 1996 .
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Page 1, fourth line:

Replace the word "Principals" by "Principles',
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