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AGREIMENT

ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS IN THZ EVENT OF

ACCIDENT OR WMERGENCY LANDING

;55(‘ The Contracting Parties,

Hoting the great importance of the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Aetivities of States in ths Zxploration and Use of Outer Space, including the
Mocn and Other Celestial Bodies, which enunciated the principle of rendering all
possible assistance to astronauts in the event of :accidant, distress of amergency
landing,

Desiring to develop and give concrste expression to that principle,

Prompted by sentimants of humanity,

Have agresd on the following:

irticle 1
Each Contracting Party which recsives information or discovers that nersonnel

°f a spaczcraft of another Statz havs suffersd accident or are sxperiencing

conditions cf distress or have nade an emargancy landing in territory under its
Jurisdiction or on the high szas or in any other place not under tha jurisdiction
of any Stats:
(a) shall do its utmost to notify without delay ths Stats which announced
that it hag launched the spacecraft concerned;
{b) shall immediately notify the Sscretary-Ganeral of the United Nations;
(¢c) shall immediately make a public announcement by radic or thrcugh other

heans of communication at its disposal.
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article 2
If, owing to accident, distress or emergency landing, astronauts have appeared in:
territory wader the jurisdiction of one of the Contracting Parties, this Contracting
Party shall immediately take all possible steps to rescue the astronauts and to render
thenm the necessary aild. It shall inform the State which announced that it had
launched the spacecraft concerned, and also the Secretary-General of the United Natioﬁ
of the steps it is taking and of their result.
Arsicle 3
Bach Contracting Party shall cxtend every assistance to another Party to this
hgreoment which has requested its aid for the purpose of ensuring the speediest
pogsible discovery and rescue of asbtronauts in the cvent of accldent, distress or
emergency landing. Such assistance may include permission to the State which an-
nounced the launching of the spacecrsft to carry cut with the use of the necessary
means and the personnel to operate them, the search for and rescue of the astronauts
who have landad “in the territory of that Contracting Party.
Article 4
If information is received or it is discovered that astronauts have alighted,
owing to accident or distress, on the high seas or in any other place not under the
jurisdiction of any State, those Contracting Parties which are in a position to do so,
shall extend assistance to the State which announced that it had launched the space-
_craft concernad, in carrying out search and rescue operations for the astronauts.
Article 5
The cupenses incurred by a Cortracting Party. in meeting the requests for assis-
tance made by the State which announced that it had launched the spacecraft concerned,
shall be reimbursed by that State.

1. This Agreement shall be open to all States for signature. Liny State which does
not sign this Agrecment before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of
this article may accede to it at any time. |
2, This Agrecment shall be subject to ratification by signatory States, Instrumentf
of ratification and instrments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments

Of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . « - . - . - . . . . . o . . o o e . - . « o 0

which’zare hereby designated the Depositary Covernments.
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3, This Agreement shall enfter into force upon the deposit of instruments of
ratificaticn by five Govermments including the Covermnments designated as Depositary
govermuients wader this Agreement, o

. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited sub-
sequent to the entry into force of this Agreement, it shall cnter infto forece on the
¢ate of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The Depositary Govermments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States

of the date of each signatu: the date of ¢ si £ inst i
signature; the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification

e

of and accessiocn to th

3

s Agrcement, the date of its entry into force and other notices.
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6. Inls Agreement shall bhe registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to

irticle 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 7

fopy QF st s Do sy A v o J
4y State Party to the Agreement may propose amendments to this Agreement
anerdments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Agreement accepting the
‘ ‘ A 2 = ~ - 1Y C
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amencuens upon thelr acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Agreement

and taercafter for each remaining State Party to the fgreement on the date of accept—

ance by it

Article &
This Agreement, of which the Russian, English, French, Spanish and Chincse texts
are eomally authentic, shell be depcsited in the archives of the depositary

Gorary te. il tifi copil i
O7ermients:  Duly certified copies of this Agreement shall be transmitted by the

"] - nlalal hn] p .
Il WITNESS WHEREOT the "ndersigned; duly authorized. have signed this Agreement.,

DONE in coples at
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