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  Application for membership of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 
 
 

  Note by the Secretariat 
 
 

 The present document contains a copy of the application of Belarus for 
membership with the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space. The Note Verbale of the Permanent Mission of Belarus to the International 
Organizations (Vienna) containing the application of Belarus was received by the 
Secretariat on 16 April 2013 and was circulated to member States of the Committee 
in Note Verbale OOSA/2013/6, CU 2013/105/OOSA/CPLA of 8 May 2013. 
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TRANSLATION OF THE ATTACHMENT  

English only 
 

Overview of space activities undertaken by the Republic of Belarus 
 

Space activities in the Republic of Belarus, including such key elements as 
scientific research and technical development as well as organizational and training 
activities, have been undertaken under the National Programme for Space Research 
and Exploration for Peaceful Purposes (National Space Programme) for 2008-2012. 
The Programme was developed in accordance with Decree No. 278 of the President 
of the Republic of Belarus of 14 June 2007 and approved by Decision No. 1517 of 
the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus of 14 October 2008. 

The National Space Programme for 2008-2012 was conducted in accordance with 
the plan of action and all 11 subprogrammes comprising the Programme have been 
implemented.  

The Belarusian Space System for Earth Remote Sensing set up under the 
Programme includes a ground-based planning and control complex and the 
Belarusian satellite BKA. Belarus has established the technical and research 
capacity necessary to develop and construct modern space and information and 
communication systems, while the foundations have also been laid for professional 
education and specialist training in the aerospace sector. 

With the launch of the BKA satellite on 22 July 2012, Belarus joined the ranks of 
the world’s spacefaring nations. The technical specifications and requisite standard 
of quality of the space images generated by the BKA and their suitability for use in 
various practical applications and in providing Earth remote sensing information 
services have all been endorsed by independent expert opinions.  

The remote sensing system is designed to perform key assignments for State 
agencies and authorities, to support scientific, technical and industrial capacities for 
the development of information and communication and space technologies and to 
further the commercial use of the data generated.  

A package of requests has been assembled from national government agencies, 
including the Ministry for Civil Defence and Disaster Relief, Ministry of Defence, 
Ministry of Agricultural Production, Ministry of Natural Resources and Ministry of 
Forestry, for the photographic mapping from space, in 2013, of a total surface area 
measuring over 2 million km². The BKA satellite will meet the full range of  
the country’s needs for space imaging within the optical spectrum with a resolution 
of 2 m.  

There are currently over 20 Belarusian research institutions and commercial 
enterprises engaged in key projects in the area of space, largely under the auspices 
of the National Academy of Sciences, the State Military Industrial Complex and the 
Ministry of Education. Research is conducted under both national and international 
programmes and projects. The hardware components, instruments and complex 
systems required for the manufacture of space technology are produced 
domestically and their range is constantly expanding. Experience of the use of 
Belarusian equipment and systems aboard satellites has been positive. The country’s 
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strategic partner in such operations is the Russian Federal Space Agency 
(Roscosmos). 

Intergovernmental agreements have been concluded with the Russian Federation 
and Ukraine on cooperation in space research and exploration for peaceful purposes. 
In addition, the possibility of concluding a similar intergovernmental agreement 
with the National Space Agency of the Republic of Kazakhstan is also being 
explored.  

The results of implementation of the National Space Programme for 2008-2012 and 
analysis of national scientific and technical capacity in the area of information and 
communication technologies and aerospace technologies indicate that national space 
activities in the immediate future will continue along the following main lines:  

 1. Further development of the Belarusian Space System for Earth Remote 
Sensing; 

 2. Establishment of a national satellite communication and geostationary 
satellite broadcasting system; 

 3. Development of a single geodetic navigation and time system;  

 4. Creation and development of personnel, scientific and technical, 
organizational and legislative support for space activity. 

In the interests of mobilizing the scientific and technical and the commercial 
capacities of the country in support of the further expansion of space activity, the 
National Space Programme for 2013-2017 is currently being prepared.  

The overall framework for the Programme for 2013-2017 has been developed by the 
National Academy of Sciences of Belarus, in collaboration with the relevant 
government agencies, i.e. the State Military Industrial Complex, Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Natural Resources, Ministry for Civil Defence and Disaster 
Relief, State Property Committee, Ministry of Forestry, Ministry of Defence and 
Ministry of Agricultural Production. 

The current Programme will be directed towards providing solutions for major 
national socioeconomic issues, such as environmental protection, rational use of 
land and natural resources, disaster prevention and relief and national security, and 
developing the country’s scientific, technical and commercial capabilities in the area 
of high-end technology. The Programme is aligned with national interests and with 
the latest global scientific and technological trends and is ensuring the innovatory 
development of the high-tech sectors of the Belarusian economy.  
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