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117 sampling units

Pan-tropical area

• Covered all tropical forest in wet, moist and dry conditions 
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• Covers the whole land surface of the Earth (not only tropical)
• Systematic grid based sampling : a monitoring site at each latitude and 
longitude degree
• Sampling intensity reduced above a certain latitude (60 degrees)
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REGION SU Nb

Africa 2,558

Asia 3,077

Europe 3,088

North and Central America 2,487

Oceania 778

South America 1,545

TOTAL (excl. Antarctica) 13,533

COUNTRY SU Nb % (of Land area)

Brazil 707 0.8%

Cameroon 38 0.8%

Guatemala 9 0.8%

Italy 35 1.2%

Philippines 32 1.0%

USA 977 1.2%

• Area covered at sample site: 10 km x 10 km
� Sampling intensity: about 1 % of land surface

• Plot density enough in some countries to produce national estimates 
• Stratification may be applied to optimize efficiency
• Linked to NFA tracts at same site (1 km x 1 km) 
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• Remote sensing data : high-resolution 
and very-high resolution satellite data 
(Landsat, …), aerial photos…

• Time- series (5-10 year intervals)

• Other data sets : medium or low-
resolution satellite data (phenological
information and digital elevation/terrain 
models)

• To ensure neutrality and longevity to the 
framework by locating the governance of 
the platform in the UN organizations like 
FAO and UNEP 
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• Open and immediate access to the content (input 
data and results)
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• Based on FRA 2000 experience

• Centralized pre-processing & 
website

• Decentralized interpretation

• Standardized methodology 

• Homogeneous classification 
designed to allow a meaningful 
description of changes, with special 
attention to forests
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• Complements high resolution sampling 
• Locate forest and changes
• MODIS vegetation continuous fields (% tree 

cover)
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Transition matrices Transition matrices 
Calibration/validation of 
country data at regional 
and global levels
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• Countries: national agencies, regional hubs
• FAO FORM & SDRN
• UNEP
• USGS/EROS data center
• Universities/ Research :SDSU, UMD, Jena 

Univ., JRC
• WRI
• Others?
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• In expectation of COFO mandate for 
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www.fao.org/forestry/fra2005
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