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Charter Overview

� The Charter is an international cooperation 
between space agencies, making their resources 
available to emergency and rescue operations 
free of charge 

� The mechanism is operational since November 1, 
2000

� Since that date it has been used 121 times in all 
continents, out of which 29 activations from UN 
specialized organizations : OCHA, WFP, UNEP
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Membership & Resources

MERIS, POES, GOES, SAC-COptical MR

ALOS AVNIR/PRISM, BILSAT, ALSAT, 
NigeriaSat, UKDMC, Beijing-1, CBERS-2

Ikonos, QuickBird, Orbview, FORMOSAT

Optical HR/VHR

SPOT2, SPOT4, SPOT5, IRS-1C, IRS-P6, 
IRS-P5, CHRIS/PROBA, LANDSAT5, 
LANDSAT7, HYPERION

ERS-2, RADARSAT-1, ENVISAT, ALOS 
PALSAR

Radar
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Activation of the charter

Authorised Users (40) are 
usually Civil Protections 
Agencies from the signatory 
countries

Other countries may get 
access through existing 
cooperation agreements 

Specialized UN agencies
granted with Co-operating 
Body status since 1st July 
2003

© Joachim Bertrand/DDSC and UNHCR 
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Oil spill, Philippines

ENVISAT/ASAR image 
acquired on 24 August

map created and dispatched 
the same day
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Merapi volcano, Java

Optical and radar images taken by Daichi (ALOS) satellite on April 29 
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Thank you

www.disasterscharter.org


