
GLOBAL EARTH OBSERVATION 
SYSTEM OF SYSTMEMS

CONCEPT TO REALITY

V MUNSAMI

on behalf of
GEO CO-CHAIR: SOUTH AFRICA



��������

• About GEO/GEOSS
• Concept to implementation
• Data sharing principles
• Supplementing, improving and sustaining 

earth observation 
• GEOSS, a global endeavor
• Focus on climate change
• Future directions
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• Voluntary partnerships of 72 governments and 
EC and 52 international organizations

• Supported by a Secretariat based in Geneva

• Efforts to build a Global Earth Observation 
System of Systems (GEOSS)
– Based on a 10 year implementation plan
– Adopted a 3 year workplan 2007-2009 – 72 

tasks
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Nine Societal benefit areas:
1. Disasters
2. Health
3. Energy
4. Climate
5. Agriculture
6. Ecosystems
7. Biodiversity
8. Water
9. Weather
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• Four Transverse Areas
1. User engagement
2. Architecture
3. Data management
4. Capacity building
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• Four Committees
1.Data and Architecture
2.User Interface
3.Science and Technology
4.Capacity Building



From Concept to Implementation
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• Data and Products at 
Minimum Time delay and 
Minimum Cost

• Free of Charge or minimal 
Cost for Research and 
Education

• Full and Open Exchange of Data - Recognizing 
Relevant International Instruments 
and National Policies
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GEOSS a Global endeavour serving users
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• Develop GEO Data Policy Principles

• Begin Global Earth Observing Systems 
Inventory

• Assess global observation gaps

• Implement operational tools, e.g., GEOPORTAL, 
GEONETCAST
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