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In honour of the fiftieth anniversary  

of human space flight  

that was celebrated in 2011,  

the United Nations declared 12 April  

as the International Day of  

Human Space Flight.

To pay tribute to the extraordinary journey of the 

men and women who have flown into space, and 

to capture their unique perspectives and 

experiences in a distinctive collection,  

the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 

(UNOOSA) is inviting past and present space 

explorers to sign an autograph sheet and to 

provide a message that might inspire future 

generations.

This autograph album contains a copy of the 

signed sheets received from participating  

space explorers.

The album also contains a copy of the autographs 

of Yuri Gagarin and Edward H. White on their visit 

to the United Nations.
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1961 [ Yuri GAGARIN ] 1963 [ Valentina TERESHKOVA ] 1965 [ Edward H. WHITE II ] 1969 [ Rusty 

SCHWEICKART ] 1972 [ Charlie DUKE ] 1976 [ Vladimir Viktorovich AKSENOV ] 1978 [ Miroslaw 

HERMASZEWSKI ] 1979 [ Georgi Ivanov IVANOV ] 1980 [ Vladimir Viktorovich AKSENOV ] 1981 

[ Jugderdemid GURRAGCHAA • Dumitru-Dorin PRUNARIU • Viktor Petrovich SAVINYKH ] 1983 [ John FABIAN  

Ulf MERBOLD ] 1984 [ Anna Lee FISHER • Charles David WALKER ] 1985 [ Loren W. ACTON • Sultan 

Salman ALSAUD • Patrick BAUDRY • Bonnie J. DUNBAR • John FABIAN • Viktor Petrovich SAVINYKH 

Charles David WALKER ] 1986 [ Charles F. BOLDEN Jr. ] 1988 [ Aleksandar Panayotov ALEKSANDROV 

Viktor Petrovich SAVINYKH ] 1989 [ Richard N. RICHARDS ] 1990 [ Charles F. BOLDEN Jr. • Bonnie J. DUNBAR  

Richard N. RICHARDS ] 1991 [ Ken REIGHTLER • Toktar AUBAKIROV • Helen SHARMAN • Franz VIEHBÖCK  

James Shelton VOSS ] 1992 [ Charles F. BOLDEN Jr. • Roberta L. BONDAR • Bonnie J. DUNBAR • Franco 

MALERBA • Ulf MERBOLD • Richard N. RICHARDS • Michel TOGNINI • James Shelton VOSS ] 1993 

[ Ulrich WALTER ] 1994 [ Charles F. BOLDEN Jr. • Jean-François CLERVOY • Thomas D. JONES • Ulf MERBOLD  

Ken REIGHTLER • Richard N. RICHARDS • Chiaki MUKAI ] 1995 [ Bonnie J. DUNBAR • Michael LÓPEZ-

ALEGRÍA • James Shelton VOSS ] 1996 [ Umberto GUIDONI • Thomas D. JONES • Rick LINNEHAN ] 

1997 - 2014
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1997 [ Jean-François CLERVOY • Roger Keith CROUCH • Takao DOI ] 1998 [ Yury Mikhailovich BATURIN  

Bonnie J. DUNBAR • Janet Lynn KAVANDI • Rick LINNEHAN • Chiaki MUKAI • James F. REILLY II ] 

1999 [ Jean-François CLERVOY • Scott Joseph KELLY • Julie PAYETTE • Michel TOGNINI ] 2000 [ Dan 

BURBANK • Janet Lynn KAVANDI • Michael LÓPEZ-ALEGRÍA • Gerhard THIELE • James Shelton VOSS ] 

2001 [ Yury Mikhailovich BATURIN • Umberto GUIDONI • Thomas D. JONES • Janet Lynn KAVANDI  

James F. REILLY II  • James Shelton VOSS ] 2002 [ Frank DE WINNE • Rick LINNEHAN • Michael LÓPEZ-

ALEGRÍA • Sandra MAGNUS • Peggy A. WHITSON ] 2003 [ YANG Liwei ] 2005 [ FEI Junlong • Soichi 

NOGUCHI ] 2006 [ Dan BURBANK • Christer FUGLESANG • Michael LÓPEZ-ALEGRÍA • Marcos PONTES ] 

2007 [ Tracy CALDWELL DYSON • Scott Joseph KELLY • Paolo NESPOLI • Sheikh Muszaphar SHUKOR  

James F. REILLY II • Peggy A. WHITSON ] 2008 [ Takao DOI • Akihiko HOSHIDE • Rick LINNEHAN • Stanley 

G. LOVE • Sandra MAGNUS ] 2009 [ Randy BRESNIK • Frank DE WINNE • Christer FUGLESANG • Soichi 

NOGUCHI • Julie PAYETTE • Nicole P. STOTT ] 2010 [ Tracy CALDWELL DYSON • Scott Joseph KELLY  

Paolo NESPOLI • Naoko YAMAZAKI ] 2011 [ Dan BURBANK • Anatoly IVANISHIN • Sandra MAGNUS  

Anton SHKAPLEROV • Nicole P. STOTT ] 2012 [ Akihiko HOSHIDE • LIU Yang ] 2013 [ Luca PARMITANO ] 

2014 [ Alexander GERST ]

1961 - 1996
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Loren W. ACTON • Vladimir Viktorovich AKSENOV • Aleksandar Panayotov ALEKSANDROV • Sultan Salman ALSAUD  

Toktar AUBAKIROV • Yury Mikhailovich BATURIN • Patrick BAUDRY • Charles F. BOLDEN Jr. • Roberta L. BONDAR  

Randy BRESNIK • Dan BURBANK • Tracy CALDWELL DYSON • Jean-François CLERVOY • Roger Keith CROUCH  

Frank DE WINNE • Takao DOI • Charlie DUKE • Bonnie J. DUNBAR • John FABIAN • FEI Junlong • Anna Lee 

FISHER • Christer FUGLESANG • Yuri GAGARIN • Alexander GERST • Umberto GUIDONI • Jugderdemid 

GURRAGCHAA • Miroslaw HERMASZEWSKI • Akihiko HOSHIDE • Anatoly IVANISHIN • Georgi Ivanov IVANOV  

Thomas D. JONES • Janet Lynn KAVANDI • Scott Joseph KELLY • Rick LINNEHAN • LIU Yang • Michael LÓPEZ-

ALEGRÍA • Stanley G. LOVE • Sandra MAGNUS • Franco MALERBA • Ulf MERBOLD • Chiaki MUKAI • Paolo 

NESPOLI • Soichi NOGUCHI • Luca PARMITANO • Julie PAYETTE • Marcos PONTES • Dumitru-Dorin PRUNARIU  

Ken REIGHTLER • James F. REILLY II • Richard N. RICHARDS • Viktor Petrovich SAVINYKH • Rusty SCHWEICKART  

Helen SHARMAN • Anton SHKAPLEROV • Sheikh Muszaphar SHUKOR • Nicole P. STOTT • Valentina TERESHKOVA  

Gerhard THIELE • Michel TOGNINI • Franz VIEHBÖCK • James Shelton VOSS • Charles David WALKER • Ulrich 

WALTER • Edward H. WHITE  II • Peggy A. WHITSON • Naoko YAMAZAKI • YANG Liwei
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Austria [ Franz VIEHBÖCK ] Belgium [ Frank DE WINNE ] Brazil [ Marcos PONTES ] Bulgaria [ Aleksandar 

Panayotov ALEKSANDROV • Georgi Ivanov IVANOV ] Canada [ Roberta L. BONDAR • Julie PAYETTE ] China 

[ FEI Junlong • LIU Yang • YANG Liwei ] France [ Patrick BAUDRY • Jean-François CLERVOY • Michel TOGNINI ] 

Germany [ Alexander GERST • Ulf MERBOLD • Gerhard THIELE • Ulrich WALTER ] Italy [ Umberto GUIDONI 

Franco MALERBA • Paolo NESPOLI • Luca PARMITANO ] Japan [ Takao DOI • Akihiko HOSHIDE • Chiaki MUKAI 

Soichi NOGUCHI • Naoko YAMAZAKI ] Kazakhstan [ Toktar AUBAKIROV ]  Malaysia [ Sheikh Muszaphar SHUKOR ] 

Mongolia [ Jugderdemid GURRAGCHAA ] Poland [ Miroslaw HERMASZWESKI ] Romania [ Dumitru-Dorin 

PRUNARIU ] Russian Federation [ Vladimir Viktorovich AKSENOV • Yury Mikhailovich BATURIN • Yuri GAGARIN  

Anatoly IVANISHIN • Viktor Petrovich SAVINYKH • Anton SHKAPLEROV • Valentina TERESHKOVA ] Saudi Arabia 

[ Sultan Salman ALSAUD ] Sweden [ Christer FUGLESANG ] United Kingdom and Northern Ireland [ Helen 

SHARMAN ] United States of America [ Loren W. ACTON • Roger Keith CROUCH • Charles F. BOLDEN Jr.  

Randy BRESNIK • Dan BURBANK • Charlie DUKE • Bonnie J. DUNBAR • Tracy CALDWELL DYSON • John FABIAN  

Anna Lee FISHER • Thomas D. JONES • Janet Lynn KAVANDI • Scott Joseph KELLY • Rick LINNEHAN • Michael 

LÓPEZ-ALEGRÍA • Stanley G. LOVE • Sandra MAGNUS • Ken REIGHTLER • James F. REILLY II • Richard N. RICHARDS  

Rusty SCHWEICKART • Nicole P. STOTT • James Shelton VOSS • Charles David WALKER • Edward H. WHITE II  

Peggy A. WHITSON ]
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LOREN W. ACTON

United States of America, 1985 Spacelab 2 (STS-51F) 

 

“We all, every human, start as a tiny baby  

knowing nothing but with a marvellous ability to learn. 

Be humble, as most of what we know is a gift of others. 

May your humility lead to understanding and happiness  

and your learning to great and worthy accomplishments. 

Our universe is wide and wonderful, love it, appreciate it,  

understand it, care for it.”

[Signed] 13 November 2012
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LOREN W. ACTON

X
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VLADIMIR VIKTOROVICH AKSENOV

Russian Federation, Space flights: 1976 — Soyuz 22 and  
1980 — Soyuz T-2 and Salyut-6

 

“It is now 50 years since mankind went into Space, into the expanses of 

the Universe, in search of new knowledge and achievements. In order to 

ensure its future on Earth, mankind must:

1. Understand that Space and the whole Universe constitute a most 

complex system, which was brought into being by its Creator, the one 

God, and which lives and develops in accordance with His law.

2. As individuals living on Earth, understand that mankind is an 

integral part of the whole Universe and must, in their lives, obey the 

basic laws according to which Space and the whole Universe lives 

and develops.

3. Such an understanding will allow mankind to rise to new heights of 

understanding and to provide for its future development.”

[Signed] 9 October 2009
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VLADIMIR VIKTOROVICH AKSENOV

X
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ALEKSANDAR PANAYOTOV ALEKSANDROV

Bulgaria, OK ‘MIR’ 7-17 June 1988

“Let us save our beautiful planet for future generations!” 

[Signed] 5 September 2011
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ALEKSANDAR PANAYOTOV ALEKSANDROV

X
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SULTAN SALMAN ALSAUD

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, STS-51 

“We welcome the age of new space exploration,  

and hope this will bring us all closer as people of one planet,  

living together in peace and prosperity.”

[Signed] 5 November 2012

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

SULTAN SALMAN ALSAUD

X

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

TOKTAR AUBAKIROV

Kazakhstan, Soyus TM-13, 2-10 October 1991 

“A world without borders!”

[Signed] 5 September 2011
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TOKTAR AUBAKIROV

X
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YURY MIKHAILOVICH BATURIN

Russian Federation, Mir Orbital Station (1998),  
International Space Station (2001) 

“Fly farther than we did. 

Return with success. 

Maintain the international cooperation in space research  

that we established!”

[Signed] 9 October 2009
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YURY MIKHAILOVICH BATURIN

X
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PATRICK BAUDRY

France, Discovery STS 51G   

“The important thing is not the Earth that we leave to our children but  

the children that we leave to the Earth.”

[Signed] 25 December 2012
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PATRICK BAUDRY

X
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CHARLES F. BOLDEN JR.

United States of America, STS-61C, STS-31, STS-45, STS-60

“You are now a part of a new era of space exploration and I hope you 

will take advantage of every opportunity to make your mark on our 

future. Set your goals high, study hard, and never be afraid of failure!”

[Signed] Do all you can 

With what you have 

In the time that you have 

In the place that you are!

Nkosi Johnson 
2001
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CHARLES F. BOLDEN JR.

X
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ROBERTA L. BONDAR

Canada, STS-42 Discovery

“The pastel colours of planet Earth inspire us to pursue greater heights. 

Reach for the stars and we will see you there!”

[Signed]
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ROBERTA L. BONDAR

X
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RANDY BRESNIK

United States of America, STS-129 - Atlantis  

“May you join us in the creation of a future  

where the human exploration of space exceeds  

all our wildest dreams and expectations!”

[Signed] 13 December 2013
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DAN BURBANK

United States of America, STS-106 (2000), STS-115 (2006),  
ISS Expedition 29, 30 (2011-2012)

“Seeing the borderless Earth from space, I can’t help but feel optimism 

about our future.

Dream big and do great things, worthy of who you are, and from where 

you came, and humanity’s future will be in good hands.”

[Signed] 29 November 2013
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TRACY CALDWELL DYSON

United States of America, STS-118, TMA18, Expeditions 23 and 24  

“Find more than you lose, fix more than you break,  

listen more than you talk, and thank God for where you are.”

[Signed] 12 January 2014
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JEAN-FRANÇOIS CLERVOY

France, STS-66, STS-84, STS-103  

“People fear the unknown.  

The more we explore and discover, the less we fear.”

[Signed] 28 February 2015 
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ROGER KEITH CROUCH

United States of America,  
STS 83 (Columbia), STS 94 (Columbia) 

“My suggestion for success is to work hard, play often and  

always follow your dreams.”

[Signed] 10 October 2009
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ROGER KEITH CROUCH

X
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FRANK DE WINNE

Belgium, TM34-TMA1 Oct. 2002, ISS Exp 20-21 May-Dec. 2009

“Human exploration of the Solar System  

with all societies on Earth for the benefit of All.  

Our contribution to Humanity!”

[Signed] 8 September 2011
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FRANK DE WINNE

X

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

TAKAO DOI

Japan, STS-87 (1997), STS-123 (2008)  

“Reach for the stars!”

[Signed] 12 April 2012
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TAKAO DOI

X
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CHARLIE DUKE

United States of America, Apollo 16 Lunar Module Pilot  

“It is important that as a student you take advantage of  

every educational opportunity and for you to maintain good health.  

Space is an adventure, so reach for the stars!”

[Signed]
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CHARLIE DUKE

X
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BONNIE J. DUNBAR

United States of America, STS-61A, STS-32, STS-50, STS-71, 
STS-89 (Space Shuttle and Mir)

“The future of the world may well depend upon our desire to achieve 

and to explore. Those are the engines which result in knowledge and 

the solutions to many challenges before us.”
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BONNIE J. DUNBAR

X
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JOHN FABIAN

United States of America, STS-7 Space Shuttle Challenger 1983, 
STS-51G Space Shuttle Discovery 1985 

“Always do your best. Never believe you can’t.  

Choose the right way to spend your time.  

Reject things that lead nowhere.  

Listen to your mother!”

[Signed] 6 September 2011
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JOHN FABIAN

X
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FEI JUNLONG

China, Space flight mission of Shen Zhou 6 

“Warrior of space exploration 

 Future of human welfare!”

[Signed] 6 September 2011
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FEI JUNLONG

X
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ANNA LEE FISHER

United States of America, STS-51A  

“Mankind needs to explore. That desire is the spiritual food for our souls 

and is the spark that ignites our imagination to go beyond the ordinary 

and accomplish the extraordinary. Dare to dream and go beyond our 

planet, beyond our solar system, and into the vast reaches of our 

universe. We who took mankind’s first baby steps off our planet only 

wish we could go with you ...”

[Signed] 13 December 2013
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CHRISTER FUGLESANG

Sweden, STS-116, STS-128  

“Dear spacefarers of the future,

Planet Earth seen from above is incredibly beautiful and is the pearl of 

our solar system. Here is the cradle of humankind — but it is now time 

to explore further out! I wish you all success in building upon what 

previous spacefarers from all parts of the world have accomplished — 

further to Mars, to better knowledge about life and the universe, to 

settlements on other celestial bodies!”

[Signed] 3 December 2013
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YURI GAGARIN

(9 March 1934 – 27 March 1968)

Russian Federation

The first human to travel into outer space

Vostok 1, 12 April 1961

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On his visit to the United Nations,  
New York, 16 October 1963
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ALEXANDER GERST

Germany, ESA Astronaut, ISS Expedition 40, 41  

“Every one of you is an astronaut on a journey through the universe. 

Your fragile space ship is called Earth, and it is your only one.  

Every year you take a trip around the sun with it.

You have the choice between merely being a passenger — or being part 

of the crew!”

[Signed] 12 December 2013 
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UMBERTO GUIDONI

Italy, STS-75 (1996), STS-100 (2001)   

“When they are preparing for re-entry, all astronauts, be they Russian or 

American, Japanese or European, simply say “we’re going home”. To 

venture beyond the Earth, to see it isolated in the infinite darkness of 

space, makes you feel a very strong sense of affinity with the human 

race. A species able to dream and, now and again, able to realize its 

dreams, particularly when they can overcome ethnic, faith-related and 

cultural differences.

For that reason, I wish that the experience of travelling in space could 

one day be within the grasp of all of humanity. Only a species that has 

overcome its own divisions could hope to conquer the challenge of the 

stars.”

[Signed] 10 November 2013
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JUGDERDEMID GURRAGCHAA

Mongolia, Soyuz-39 

“The planet is a common home for all.”

[Signed] 5 September 2011
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JUGDERDEMID GURRAGCHAA

X
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MIROSŁAW HERMASZEWSKI

Poland, Soyuz 30 — Salyut 6, 27/06/1978 - 05/07/1978 

“Defend nature on Earth. 

Use natural resources responsibly. 

Cautiously colonize the Moon and Mars for natural resources;  

the production of materials which would be damaging on Earth and 

energy. 

Do not build human settlements on other planets, but on Earth by rivers, 

lakes and in woods. 

Live in peace and friendship with other peoples and with 

extraterrestrials.”

[Signed] 9 October 2009
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MIROSŁAW HERMASZEWSKI

X
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AKIHIKO HOSHIDE

Japan, STS-124/1J, ISS Exp 32/33  

“Make your dreams come true!”

[Signed] 12 April 2014
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ANATOLY IVANISHIN

Russian Federation,  
International Space Station Expeditions 29 and 30 

“Through the exploration of outer space, the international community will 

contribute to the growth of trust and mutual understanding  

among the representatives of different peoples, cultures and faiths.”

[Signed] 9 November 2012
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ANATOLY IVANISHIN
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GEORGI IVANOV IVANOV

First astronaut from Bulgaria,  
Space flight 10 April to 12 April 1979 

“In the future, space missions will apply unique space technology 

created and used by mankind! Let us therefore preserve the values and 

virtues of mankind, even when we travel to other planets!”

[Signed] 9 October 2009
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GEORGI IVANOV IVANOV
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THOMAS D. JONES

United States of America, STS-59-68-80-98 

“By harnessing our space exploration experience, we can protect our 

Earth from the threat of a future asteroid or comet impact.  

Your imagination, talents, vision and energy will help us succeed.

Good luck on your own cosmic journey!”

[Signed] 5 May 2013
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THOMAS D. JONES

X
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JANET LYNN KAVANDI

United States of America, STS-91, 99, 104 

“Pick a goal. Study hard. Never give up!”

[Signed] 15 June 2013
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JANET LYNN KAVANDI
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SCOTT JOSEPH KELLY

United States of America,  
STS-103, STS-118, TMA-01M, EXP 25, EXP 26  

“To the space explorers of the future.  

You have some incredible experiences to look forward to.  

If I could trade places with you I would.  

Ad Astra!”

[Signed] 5 December 2014
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RICK LINNEHAN

United States of America, STS-78, 90, 109, 123  

“Our species will one day need to leave our cradle and  

colonize other worlds in order to insure our long-term survival.  

The continued exploration of space and the study of the cosmos in the 

present will enable this future possibility — and dream ...”

[Signed] 9 January 2015
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LIU YANG

China, Shenzhou 9 

“Dream far, and your steps will take you there!”

[Signed] 16 March 2013
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MICHAEL LÓPEZ-ALEGRÍA

United States of America, Columbia STS-73,  
Discovery STS-92, Endeavour STS-113, Soyuz TMA-9/ISS XIV   

“It is my belief and sincere hope that, in addition to reaping the 

economic benefits of democratizing access to space to so many more 

than just the privileged few of us that have gone there thus far,  

there will be an even more important increase in the goodwill of the 

brotherhood of man that is a result of the very experience.”

[Signed] 17 February 2015

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



MICHAEL LÓPEZ-ALEGRÍA

X

by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

STANLEY G. LOVE

United States of America, Space Shuttle Mission STS-122 (ISS 1-E) 

“Exploring — whether it’s space, Earth, art, or science — is one of the 

greatest things we do as human beings. Be an explorer!

Imagine a better future, then reach out and make it real.”

[Signed] 3 December 2013
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SANDRA MAGNUS

United States of America, STS-112, STS-126,  
Expedition 18, STS-135 

“I would encourage all young people to dream and follow those dreams 

wherever they lead.

Believe in yourself, work hard and anything is possible!”
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FRANCO MALERBA

Italy, STS-46   

“The most beautiful “postcard” I brought with me from my adventure in space? 

It’s probably the God’s eye view of the Earth, with the Moon and the Sun in the 

vast blue sky. Earth is astonishing because of the extraordinary dynamics of 

water — white mountains, blue oceans, brown soils, ochreous deserts — and 

because of the work of man: at night the inhabited land lights up and draws for 

us in space the contour of the continents, the bright networks of the cities. 

The Genesis’ sixth day comes to mind and “making made to the image of 

God”. If we were aliens approaching Earth for the first time from an unknown 

world we would immediately sense that a very special lives on that planet. 

It is astounding that we have been able to develop such extraordinary 

capacities, on Earth and above Earth, in a very short time, in the last few 

centuries, mainly by the power of science and math. It’s a vast heritage of 

knowledge resource that we pass on the next generations together with the 

bold challenge of continuing progress and civilization.”

[Signed] 8 October 2013
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ULF MERBOLD

Germany, STS 9 (Spacelab 1), STS 42 (IML 1), Mir 94

“We did not inherit the Earth from our parents;  

we have borrowed it from our children.”
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CHIAKI MUKAI

Japan, STS-65. 1994, STS-95. 1998

“If you can dream it, you can do it.”

[Signed] 2 June 2011
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PAOLO NESPOLI

Italy, STS-120, TMA-20/ISS-26/27  

“To you, today’s new generation, I would say:

 Understand that the future is yours.

 Dream impossible dreams,

 Then wake up and make them happen.

Meaning:

You need to realize that you are the ultimate driver of your future. Not your parents, 
not your teachers, not your peers, not any president or farfetched idol. You need to 
take your future by the horns and direct it where you want (not where it wants).
Dream impossible things, things that do not exist, things that cause smirks and 
disbelief when you mention them.
Then wake up and start working on them. With diligence, with determination,  
with courage and pride, building and expanding your knowledge and capabilities 
every day, one small step at a time, overcoming difficulties and momentary failures 
by looking far ahead at the ultimate goal.
If you will have the courage, discipline and perseverance to do this, your dreams 
might become true. After all, the stars are not “that” far away!”

[Signed] 1 February 2015
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SOICHI NOGUCHI

Japan, Space Shuttle STS-114 (2005),  
ISS Expedition 22-23 (2009-10) 

“Don’t stop dreaming!”

[Signed] 2 June 2011
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LUCA PARMITANO

Italy, Expedition 36/37  

“Exploration starts where our knowledge ends: the desire to overcome 

obstacles, to reach beyond our horizon, to challenge the unknown —  

it is the very essence of what makes us humans. No horizon is more 

enticing, no obstacle more daunting, and no challenge more worthy of 

overcoming than the infinite blackness of the interstellar space.  

Our call, our destiny.”

[Signed] 15 January 2015
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JULIE PAYETTE

Canada, STS-96 (1999), STS-127 (2009)   

“With a little effort, we could have even the Earth at our feet.  

Always pursue the quest for knowledge and DARE to DREAM!

Ad astra”

[Signed] 
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MARCOS PONTES

Brazil, Soyuz TMA-8 Expedition 13  

“The future of humanity is supported by  

education, science and technology. 

It is our duty to prepare future generations  

for a sustainable Earth.”

[Signed] 19 December 2013
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DUMITRU-DORIN PRUNARIU

Romania, Soyuz — 40, Salyut — 6

“As long as the spirit is left to fly freely,  

development, knowledge and progress are assured!”

 

[Signed] 9 October 2009
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KEN REIGHTLER

United States of America, STS-48/60 

“Study hard and aim for the stars”

[Signed] 5 September 2011
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JAMES F. (JIM) REILLY II

United States of America, STS-89 (1998), STS-104 (2001),  
STS-117 (2007)  

“Believe in your dreams!”
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RICHARD N. RICHARDS

United States of America, STS-28/41/50/64 

“Keep Shooting for the Stars”

[Signed] 5 September 2011

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

RICHARD N. RICHARDS

X

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

VIKTOR PETROVICH SAVINYKH

Russian Federation, Soyuz T-4 — Salyut 6,  
Soyuz T-13 — Salyut 7 — Soyuz T-14, Soyuz TM-5 — Mir

“The fiftieth anniversary of Yuri Gagarin’s space flight not only reminded us 

of the great exploits and courage of our outstanding engineers and 

astronauts but also requires us to preserve the memory of these glorious 

pages of history.”

[Signed]
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RUSTY SCHWEICKART

United States of America, Apollo 9 

“Go for it! Don’t be shy. Challenge conventional wisdom. Reach higher and 

farther than you imagine you can. Have fun!”

[Signed] 6 June 2013

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

RUSTY SCHWEICKART

X

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

HELEN SHARMAN

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
Soyuz-TM12

“It took 92 minutes for my spacecraft to make one complete orbit of the 

Earth, which made this planet seem small at first.  

But when I looked down at the places we were flying over,  

I realised that western Europe, the part of Earth I thought I knew,  

had come and gone in 5 minutes.  

Africa took 20 minutes; the Pacific Ocean, 40 minutes.  

That made me realise how large even the Earth is, how little I know and 

how much more there is to discover.”

[Signed] 8 November 2012
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ANTON SHKAPLEROV

Russian Federation, Soyuz-TMA22 

“Dear young friends!

Please accept this message from an astronaut from the Russian 

Federation, who was born in the twentieth century. 

I am proud of what was accomplished by my generation and I am 

confident that what we did not manage to do we will accomplish 

together. 

Set yourself targets and achieve your goals  

without repeating our mistakes. 

Lead a healthy life: do not smoke, do not drink alcohol  

and do not take drugs.

Life is wonderful!”

[Signed] 6 November 2012
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SHEIKH MUSZAPHAR SHUKOR

Malaysia, TMA-11 

“Dreams are possible”

[Signed] 10 October 2010 

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

SHEIKH MUSZAPHAR SHUKOR

X

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

NICOLE P. STOTT

United States of America, STS-128, ISS Expeditions 20 and 21, 
STS-129, STS-133  

“We must never forget that with every giant leap and every small step 

we are working for the future of every member of the human race.”

[Signed] 11 December 2013
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VALENTINA TERESHKOVA

Russian Federation, Vostok 6 

“Dear friends!

I wish you success in your work of researching the planets  

of the solar system.”

[Signed] 
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GERHARD THIELE

Germany, STS-99 

“Every achievement begins with a dream!”

[Signed] 
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MICHEL TOGNINI

France, Soyuz TM-15/MIR ANTARES mission, Columbia STS-93  

“Human have started to explore out of our atmosphere, a little bit more 

than 50 years ago. The first mission in space was 108 minutes.  

Today we fly regularly missions of 6 months and even more. There are 

numerous utilizations linked with human in space, ranging from energy 

research, to science and Earth protection. One has to remember that 

humans are explorers, and every time we invented a new way to travel, 

we exploited it to a very high extent.”

[Signed] 8 March 2015
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FRANZ VIEHBÖCK

Austria, Soyuz TM-13 “Austromir”, 2-10 October 1991  

“Try to live your dreams and visions and make them come true!

 Wishing you every success!”

[Signed] 12 April 2012
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JAMES SHELTON VOSS

United States of America, Space Shuttle Missions STS-44, 53, 
69, 101, 102, 105, International Space Station Expedition 2 

“Reach for the stars”

[Signed] 9 October 2009
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CHARLES DAVID WALKER

United States of America, Space Shuttle Missions: 12(STS41D), 
16(STS51D), 23(STS61B)

“Dream Big ideas for human-kind in outer space; 

Never stop learning; 

Set yourself great goals, 

Then never give up in reaching for those goals. 

Finally, teach others these things.”

[Signed] 5 September 2011
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ULRICH WALTER

Germany, STS-55

“The essence of human space exploration is the attempt  

to see the self in context to creation.”

[Signed] 15 July 2013
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EDWARD H. WHITE II

United States of America  
(14 November 1930 — 27 January 1967)

The first American to conduct a space walk

Gemini 4, 1965

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On his visit to the United Nations,  
New York, 7 October 1965

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations



by  
year

by  
name

by  
country

PEGGY A. WHITSON

United States of America, Shuttle STS-111, Expedition 5 on ISS, 
Shuttle STS-113, Expedition 16 on ISS  

“Extend beyond your comfort zone. Without limiting yourself,  

you will achieve more than you might even dream!”

[Signed] 
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NAOKO YAMAZAKI

Japan, STS-131/19A  

“We are all children of stars in the universe.

Reach for the stars and  

Fly to the future and 

Treasure this beautiful Earth.

Thank you.”

[Signed] 9 January 2015
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YANG LIWEI

China, Shenzhou 5 

“Let us keep exploring for the future of the humanity.”

[Signed] 2 June 2011
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The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) will continue to grow this collection and 

will update the album on its website every year on the International Day of Human Space Flight.

UNOOSA is responsible for promoting international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space 

and assisting developing countries in using space science and technology (www.unoosa.org).

Photo/Image credit: CMSE, ESA, NASA, RIA Novosti, Space Facts 

This publication has not been formally edited.

ST/SPACE/60/REV.2

Messages from  
Space Explorers

to future generations

http://www.unoosa.org

