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auggestions ccncern-ng legal atud*es had béen made by 1ts me¢bers, est&blished,the_”k

L@g&l Sub-Committee for & detailed study of these prablems end in sccordance wi
the responsib‘lities ;l&ced oo the ”cmmittee by General A 8 b$y

- e "u N *i R S ;:,

the Ccmmlttee and ststed by ita Chairman-;n 19 &arch (A/AC 10;/“v 2} in tbe
rolloviag terms'r It has bée;%;greed smong the m&mb@rs of the Ccmmiute“ that it
will be the aim of all memb@rs of the Cummittee end its Sub-Committees to conduct
the Committee's work in such & way that the Committee will be eble to reach
egreement ipn its work without need for voting.”

Q. The representatives of tbg.follcwing States took part im the discussionf

Albanis, Argentins, Austrelis, Austris, Belgium, Brezil, Pulgeris, Canada,

Czechoslovakis, France, Bungafy, Indis, Iran, Itely, Japan, lebanon, Mexico;r

Mongolie, Morocco, Polsnd, Romania, Sierrs Lecne, Sweden, Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Kingdcm, and the United States i
;‘,>2, of America. A statement was alsc made by the observer frcm the International ,' EQf

Teleccmmunication Union.

10 Ib response to & request by the representetive of Indis, the Secretarist

submitted to the Sub-Committee & documﬂqt entitled Cﬂnven*lons and Int ernational

Agreemente on Rescue of and Assistance to Alreraft end Vessels in Distress and

their Fersonnel" (A/AC.105/C.2/2), which contained the relevent provisions of

these Conventions end International Agreements, together with an analyticel

swamery of the main points covered by them.

: . . L ., '
II. Proposals submitted for considerstion by the Sul-Ccomittes . -

11. Tbe 5oviet Union end the United Stetes submitted the folluwing proposals in

respect of CUDSba tive work of the Sub-Cczmiitee.
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_. interested in the conquest of cuter space; ‘- o

Arand use of outer space for peaceful purposes,
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of States perteining "to the Explorstion and Use of Outer
Space (A/AC.105/C.2/L.1) ‘

. "The Governmeats of the States whose representatives have signed this
"Declarstion, T SEL e . i

£

"Inspired by the great proszpects opening up before mankind &s & result
cf penetration into outer space,

_"Recognizing that the peoples of &1l the éountries of the world are

[

R T N S s

"Desiring to promote broad” intérnational co-operetion in the exploration

"Teking into consideration résclution 1721 (XVI) of the United Nations
General Assembly apprcved unanimously by all the States Members of the
United Nations, :

"Solemnly declare that in the exploration and use of outer space they
will be gulded by the following rrinciples:

"l. The exploration end use of outer gpace shall be carried out for
the bepefit and in the interests of the whole of menkind.

: "2. Outer spece and celestial bodies are free for exploretion and use
by all States; no State may cleim sovereignly over outer epace and celestigl
bodies.

"3. All Stetes have egual rights to explore &and use outer space.

"L. Tne sctivities of States pertaining to the conguest of outer space
shall be carried out in sccordance with the principles of the United Netions
Charter and with other generally recognized principles cf internstional lsw ,
in the interests of developing friendly relstions excng nations and of i
meinteining international peace and security. ‘é

"5. Scientific and technologicsl edvances shall be epplied to outer
space in the interests of & better understaending among nations and the
prcmotion of broad international co-operstion emong States; the use of outer
space for propegating war, nationsl or racial hatred or enmity between
rations shall be prohibited.

- "6. Co-oreration and mutusl assistance in the conquest of cuter space
shall be & duty incumbent upon all States; the implementstion of any weasures

that might in any way hinder the exploration or use of outer spece for
peaceful purposes by other countries shsll be permitted cnly after prior
discussion of end egreement upor such meesures between the countries concerned.
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. of the luunching State ghell be returned to that State.

‘meet with an accident,
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"7, 411 activities of eny kind pertaining to the exploretion end use of
outer space shall be carried out solely and exclusively by States; the
sovereign rights of States to. the cbjects they lsunch intc outer space shall
be retsined by them.

"8. The use of artificiai'setellités'for the ccllection of intelligence‘g
informetion ip the territory of foreign States is ipccmpatidble with the
objectives of mankind in its conguest of outer sgpace,

"9. States shall regard all sstrcpnsuts &s envoys of menkind ip outer
space and shall render 8ll possible essistence to speceships end thelr crevs
wvhich may make emergency landing on the territory of 8 foreign State or on
the high seas; spaceships, satellites and cepsules found beyond the limite

"The Goveruments of the states signatories to this Declarstion call upon?
8ll the States.of the world to sccede to it.”

SSE Propossal: International Agreement on the Rescue of Astiropauts and
Spacesships making Emergengy Landings (A/AC.105/C.2/L.2)

“The Governmente Of cieeessens

“Recognizing the commorn interest of menkind in furthering the peaceful
uses of outer srace,

"™dishing to do their utmost to sesist the crews of spaceshipe which may 5

"Bave decided to conclude this Agreement snpd for this purpose have
appointed their representetives who, heving exchenged their full povers,
found in good and due form, have agreed on the follcwing provisions:

Article 1

"Tech Contracting State shell render mssistance to the crews of
spaceships which heve met with en accident end shell take steps to rescue
estronsuts meking en emergency lending; to this end it shell emplioy every
meens st its disposal, including electronic &nd optical equipment, reens of
communicstion, and rescue fecilities of different kinds

Article 2

YA Contracting State which disccovers that the crew of & spaceship of
another Contracting State has met with an eccident shall do its utmost to
potify the leunchipng State without delay.




- o o Article 3
“"In the event of astropauts of & Contracting State nekipng an emergency
lending on the territory of epother Contracting Stete, the latter shall
 immedistely inform the lsunching State of the occurrence and shall take sll
y”possible steps to rescue the estronauts meking the emergency lending and to
render them the necessary sssistance. . :

S Article k
"I¢ the estronaute are presumed to have made an emergency descent on the
high sees, a joint search for them shell be mede, if necessary, by those
) Contracting States to which the lsunching State may make application.
PRIV S . . AT P e e N .
7 ( ) " Article §
el "The assistance to be furnished wvhen necessary by one Contracting Stete
to enother Contrecting State shell in no way differ from the sssistance which
could be furnished to its cwn estronauts.
» Article 6
"Bech Contracting Stete shall do its utmost to facilitate the early
return to iheir own country of eny astronauts of anotner Contracting State
who may make an emergency landing cn its territory or wno may be rescued
on the high ee&s. ’
Article 7
"Fereign spaceships, sastellites and capsules found by & Contracting
. State on its territory or salvaged on the high seas shel} be returped without
E delay to the leunching State if they heve identification marxs showing their
- petional origin and if the lsunching State has officially announced the

launching of the devices found.

"Space vehicles aboerd which devices have been discovered for the
collection of intelligence informsticn ipn the territcry of ancther Stete
shall not be returned. . .

Article 8

"The expenses incurred by & State in fulfilling the obligations provided
for in srticles 6 and 7 of this Agreement shell be reimbursed by the
launchking State.

o™

"Tris Agreecent shell be open for accession to ell the States of the
world."
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(3) United States Proposal: Assistence to and Return of Space Vehicles &nd
Perscnnel (A/AC 105/C. 2/L 5)

"The General A&eembl

. ~ "Recognizing thnt the personnel of spaue “vehicles may from time to time
be the pubject of accident or experience conditions of "distress,

"Recognizing thst there may occu: landings of space vebicles, and their i
psrsonnel in the case of manned vehicles, by resson of sccident, distress, or
mistake, or othervise than as planned, .

"Believing that in such circumsgances the action of States should be
governed by human‘tarian concern and with a due regard for scientific npeeds,

"Commends to States for their guidance the following principles:

"1. All poseidble assistance:sball be rendered to the personnel of
space vehicles who may be the subject of sccident or experiepce copditions
of distress or who mey land by reeson of accident, distress, or mistake, or
otherwise than as planned;

"2. Spsce vehicles, &nd their personnel in the case of manned vehicles,
: thet land by reason of sccident, distress or mistake, or otherwise thap as ;
2 planned, shall be safely and promptly returned to the State or States or &
inteynationsl organization responsible for leunching; ‘é

"3, Any expense incurred ip providing assistance tc or return of space
-° vehicles and their personnel shall be borne by the State or States or iy
interpstional organizaticr respoasible for launching.”

—~, (4) United States Froposal: Lisbility for Space Vehicle Accidents
e (A/AC.105/C.2/L.4) .

t$ Ny
Yt

"The Legal Sub-Committee of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful
Useg of Cuter Spsace,

: "Recognizing that there may occur personal injury, loss of life, or
3 property demage &5 & result of space vehicle accidents,

U AR e e e,

"Recognizing that States and internstional organizetions responsible for
the launching of space vehicles should be liable internationally for such

injury, loss, or demege,

"Believing that there should be agreed rules and procedures spplicable
to such cases,

"1. Requests the Secretery-Geperal to constitute & emsll edvisory panel
of legsl experts drawn from various geogrephic areas;

/‘.Q
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S %2.  Reguests the advisory papnel thus constituted to prepare a draft of
en international agreement dealing with the liability of States and
international orgsnizaticns for injury, lces, or demage ceused by space
vehicles;

"3. Comsends to the advisory panel for its guidence the fcllowing
" principles: '

"(8) States or internationsl organizations responsible for the launching
of space vehicles should be lieble internationally for personal injury, loss
of life, or property damage caused thereby, whether such injury, loss, or
demsge occure on land, on the sea, or in the air; : ’

"(b) A claim based on personal injury, loes of life, or property damage
ceused by & spece vehicle should not require proof of fault on the part of
the State or States or internationel organization responsible for leunching
the space vehicle in question, slthough the degree of care which ought
ressonably to have been exercised by the person or entitly on whose behalf
claim is mede might properly be -taken into sccount;

"(c) A clein may be presented internationelly to the State or States or
internetional organization responsible for the lasunching of & space vehicle
ceusing injury, loss, or damege withcut regard to the prior exhsustion of any
locel remedies that may be evailable;

"(d) Thbe presentation of & claim should be made within & reasoneble time
efter the occurrence of injury, loss, or damage ;

"(e) The Internatiomal Court of Justice should have Jurisdiction to
adjudicete eny dispute relating to the interpretation or application of the
internatiopnel agreement on liebility in the absence of agreement between the
Y Stetes concerned upcn ensther means of settlement.

"L, Reguests the edvisory panel to trensmit the draft internaticnsal
agreement to the Legal Sub-Ccmmittee st an eerly date."

12. India submitted the follcwing proposal (A/AC.105/C.2/L.5 and Corr.l)
suggesting draft conclusions thet the Sub-Committee might zdopt orn the basis of

the views expressed by its members.

"l. The Sub-Ccumittee will give further consideration &t its subsequent
seseions to the principles that chould govern the activities of States in
the exploration and use of outer space, taking into account propcsels
alreedy made; and in this connexion members of the Sub-Committee are
requested to submit eny additional proposels at least one montr before the
next session of the Sub-Committee.
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14.

"2, The Sub-Ccmmittee endorses the principle that States shall render sll
poseidble aseistance to astronauts who have pet with sccident or have mede
emergency lasndings and shall return space vehicles and personnel to the
launching State.

"%, The Sub-Committee endorses the principlé that States shall be lisble
internationelly for personal injury, loseg of life or prioperty damage caused

by space vehicles which they have launched.

. "k, The Sub-Committee decides to set up & vorking‘party of the Sub-Committee

to go into the guestion of what further measures should be aaop»ed to
implement the principles stated 1n paragraphs 2 and 3.

"5, The Sub-Committee decides to include 4in its report & provisional list

‘of additicpal subjects vhich may be taken up by the Sub-Committee et its

subsequent sessions.” - . A

The representative of Cansads made the following essessment &s & basis for the

Sub-Ccamittee's conclusions (A/AC.105/C.2/SR.13):

1. Lo statement has been made in the Ccommittee or im our consultestions with
other delegates which would suggest oppositicn to the ides of requesting e
working group to prepare & draft international agreement dealing with
liability for space vehicle accidents. 1Indeed the Ccmmittee has entirely
endorsed action along these lines. ’

2. . The Carmittee also sgreed that the subject of the question of general
principles be regarded as ar important metter but that & more detsiled
consideration of this subject may be left until s later meeting.

3. The one subject on which there has not been agreement is the subject as
to how best the question of assistance and return should be hsndled. The
difference in approach regarding this question raises io turn the important
issue &s to whether this difference in spproach shculd be of such &
wide-spread character ms to prevent useful progress being made in regard to
8 separate question, namely the qQuestiopn of liability for space vehicle
accidents.

.

III. Other legal problems suggested for future study

Some representatives sugéested that the Sub-Cocmmittee should exemine st a

leter stage other legal problems arising from the explorastion and use of outer

space, including coneideration of the list of such problems. These problems

included: (1) demarcation between outer space and atmospheric space;

(2) Jurisdiction end lew applicable to men in ocuter spece snd manned ststions on

celestial bodies; (3) measures to prevent interference with space projects due

/ove




tc scientific experiments or other space activities; (L) prevention of
conteminstion of or frcm ocuter space and celestisl bodies; (5) control over the
lzunching and orbits of spacecraft and ertificisl satellites{ (6) United Fations

comtrol of radio end television programmes thfough outer space instrumentalities.

IV, Summsry Reccrds

15. Toe Sub-Committee considers that the summary records constitute an integral
rert of its report end trensmits them herewith to the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Quter Spece.

V. Summary by the Chairman of the Sub-Ccomittee's conclusions

16. Ho sgreement has been reached on any of the propossls submitted to the

Sub-Cammittee.¥ However, it is the consencus of all delegations who participated

in this session\that the meetings offered the possibility for & most useful
exchange of views.
17. The Sub-Commitiee submits its report to the parent body, the Ccumitiee on

the Peaceful Uses}cf Outer Space, for its considerasticn.

!
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Mexher State
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Faculty of lsw, University of Sofia
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