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[ff stressed the part played by the Sub-Comaittee in the elaboration of tihe princinles
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/// : 4, seginning 2C larch, because .r. Lachs had to leave Geneva, .‘r. Jersy Csiecki |
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3.4 Assistance to and return of astronauts
3. Further requests the Committee uu cine Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to b ] and space vehicles
repvort to the General Assembly at its nineteenth session on the results 41 Th e e e ‘ )
P y ‘ 9.  The Sub-Committee had before it two draft ugreements on assistance to and |
. ‘

achieved in preparing these twc agreements;" roturn of astronauts and s .
2 and space vehicles: o revised draft agreement on the reseue
Organization of work - . '
astrona : ; _ - X .
of uts and space ships in the event of accident or emergency landing
& . v ’

6. At its first meeting held on 9 iiarch, the Sub-Committee agreed to the following submitted by the USSR (h/hc,log/b.g/b_2/Rev.l) and 4 United Stabes proposal f i
procedure for the organization of work of its present session: international agreement on ussistance to and roturn of aebromants a:d ib%i ) or an
(1) The Sub-Committee's agenda would consist of three items, namely, general lumched into outer spuce (4/iC.105/0.2/0.9).  The two bexts we;P'r;fe iﬁ; s |
debate, draft international agreement on assistance to and return of E Sorking Group I, which discussed bhem ot soven reotings hoia bUtw;Cnclér’c to ! &
astronauts and space vehicles and draft international agreement on liability ‘ 25 darch. At the request of the Choirman o COmpurnt%ve bl (:;;F lorjqu/ %J
for damage caused by objects launched into outer space. i 3 of provisions contained in the two proposals was prepared by thewst;')ti .;k W.l) gk
(2) During the next two days (10 and 11 March) priority should be given to ijﬂgg facilitate the Working Group's discussion of the £ex£s before it ceretariat to %5
general debate; at the mcetings held on those days. any time left over from g 10, In the course of the dorking Group's first reading of ;he Lu ts submi \%g .
general debate would be available to sprakers wishing to introduce dpafts or ?;' the USSR and ﬁhe United States, amendments 0 Article lvof - US;; ; f:tmlfted by féf ;
to make preliminary statements on the other two items., % presented by huﬁtralia (¥6.1/3), Lebanon (46.1/7) and Canads, (15 I/q)ru. rwus i
(3) On the following two days (12 and 13 darch), the position wowld be to Article 25 para. 1 of the United States text wére submi;taé ; T ’ ATendments E
reversed: priority would be given to the draft international agreements on -~ (¥G,1/1), by the United Kingdom (%G.I/2) and Japan (WG.I/#)- :o Aitfuffralla ) {
assistance and liability but any time not absorbed by them would be made : by Lebanon (¥G.1/5) and austria (6.1/6)5 10 rbicle 3 1 ;n N (V;cIe 2, para. 2 g
available to members who had been unable to speak in the general debate on § to Article 4 by the USSR (VG.T/12) and the United Tingaomy(wgp;ji3; . /;))! and
. : ! Te 3)
the-flrst.two days. | | . concerning the notification of distress and landing; the return of spaczozzéalj iyl
T at its thirty—fourth meeting held on 13 :darch, the Sub~Committee agreed to : and furnishing of identifying data; and disputes in respect of idemtif: .Jec s %
the suggestion by its Chairma@ that there should be two Working Groups, consisting s vwere presented by Italy (WG-I/lo), sustralia (¥3.1/11) ’P(1 . 1 :ntlfloaflon |
of the whole membership of the Sub—~Committee. Working Group I would deal with the.«?”}? respectively. at the request of the Chairman ; pape B ttfpan (WG.1/14)% i
drafts and amendments on assistance and return and Working Group II would deal with . and amendments before the Working Group was P;epa;;j Z sihelg% O%: t§e proposals
drafts and amendments on liability. The two Groups would meet altérnately in the circulated as docunent ¥G.1/15. Y ¢cretariat and %
mornings and afternoons each day. In accordance with usual practice, no records ‘ 11, On 24 Harch austrolia and Conada bt bhed 5 propossl (¥6.1/7) b ;
would be kept of the proceedings of the Working Groups. discussion in the Vorking Group of the draft agreements.sugmi;t;d b thdSZis:n |
General debate 1 ;:e Uniﬁed States. anendments to the draft articles proposed were%sub;it:e; :;d 2l |
8. During the general debate, which was held from 10 to 13 March, there was an » (WSTT/QZ?:I/li i:iilj;’tjwzdeﬁ (WGTI/ZO), Fruan (WG.I/21 and 22) and Japan it}
exchange of views on the questions on the agenda of the Sub-Committee. These iusbralia and Conads o ti 0. tbclr proposal (WG,I/17/Rev.l) was submitted by
views are swmmarized in document 4/AC.105/C.2/SR.29-35. ' Sponsors reme tudttg n ? flnu% éay of the first part of the session. The
o sl ns porte at their revision took account of vicws ¢xpressed in subsequent
] 1aCkinpat;:nj% béth fOféal and informal. The sponsors also stated that, apart from 11
2 ecessary final clauses, their draft. did not inply rejection of Bl

amend; .
‘ndiments not incorporated in it.

\‘—-———
"G.1/14/Rev.1 was withdrawn by Japan

%
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2. The text of the draft agreements subnmitted by the USSR and the United States, i ‘:
of the reviscd proposal submitted by australia and Conada, and of the amendments :;~ 15, At the request of several representatives for infornation, a backer d i
received by the Working Group ore renroduced in Annex I. docunient was prepared by thce Secretariat contuaining an uﬂulytip;L Su;m:iloiz g;é ;
Liability for damage caused by objects cortain conventions und draft conventions relating to Linbility for imwxf\ 1;% %
launched into outer space b {(n/nC105/C2/5). The Scercterint 2lso pr@?drod‘u dOPuﬁﬂné qlt%in«“‘“;éb g}a f
13. The Sub-Coimmittee had before it two drafts concerning liability for damage ‘nf‘ proposals and amendments before the sorking Group (WG.I1/1C and xddflozndtzs S ;'% | |
caused by the lamnching of objects into outer space: a draft Convention proposed : well as o mote on thu points taut had been raised in discussions of £hp - i Z
by the delegation of the United States (A4/AC.105/C.2/L.8) and a draft agreement Woriting Group (MG.1I/1L and add. 1-3). , tit 2
proposed by the delegation of Hungary (n/AC.105/0.2/L.10). Also‘before the 16. The texts of the draft Coavention sunitved by the United States, the droft i ;
Sub-Committce was a Yorking Paper on the wnification of certain rules governing agreanent submitted by Hungary and tuc working paper subnitted by BClG;up - '?1 i
liability for damage cuused by space vehicles which had been submitted by the boguther with the wacndrents wnd proposals recuived by the Uurki;n Gr;u3“i~x : 5 ?
delegation of Belgium (A/ﬁC.lOS/C.2/L.7) to the Sub—Committee at its second session. reproduced in Annex I1.%x I _ | §
The three texts were referred by the Sub-Committee to its Working Group II which buture work o1 the Sub-Committes fij
discussed bhem ab six meetings held between 17 and 25 larch. At the request of L7 The Sub-Committee noted that although substantial progress had been wade it ‘g
the Chairman, a comparative table (A/kC.lOS/CBZ/W.Z) of provisions contained in there hud been dnsufficient time to draft the int@rnation&lomyroemeéts | l: c 2; T%
the three proposals was prepared by the Sccretariat. cccordingly proposcd that the present scssion be resumed so t;ut the S;b-Co itte i 3 lf
l4. 1In the course of the Working Group's discussions of the texts submitted by coald broceed with its work and report on it to the nineteenth Sesgion of t:fl ° wé, %
the United States, Hungary and Belgium, o number of amendments were submitted.  An Gencral dsseibly as requested by assenbly resolution 1963 (XV1II). toits b E | | § 
amendment to Article I, paragraph (e) (ii) of the United States draft was presented thirty-scventh neeting on 26 “arca the Sub-Co.mittec ngrecd that the seco;d . :'; ' %j
by Japan (WG.IL/7). Draft articles for inclusion after article I, and concerning of 1ts present session should be held at United Nations iheadquarters i “T o EI? g
the subject of the Liubility of international organizations, were submitted by épproximately threce wecks before the forthcoming meeting of its ourcntnCch'iork
iustralia (WG.II/6).  Ain amendment to the draft articles proposecd by sustralia In this connexion sore delegates urged that COnSiderat;Qn shoul& be i \m“i e i ;
was presented by Italy (46.11/12). an cmendment, also concerning the subject of af01ding overlapping with the weeting of the Special Committee on theaivfn .O |
the liability of international orgenizabions, was proposed by Sweden (WG.II/lB). of intcernational low concerning fricndly relations antong States. principles
A4 proposal of a new article for inclusion possibly after article I was made by the ‘
United Xingdom (WG.I1/8). To iapticle II of the United States draft, amendments i i :
were submitted by Canada (WG.II/3) and the United Kingdom (WG.II/1); to Article IVy; A ,
an amendment by Japan (WG.IL/17).  in amendment to Article V was submitted by '; 3 -gf
Ttaly (WG.1I/5); to irticle VI, paragraph 2, by the United Kingdom (%G.I1/5); to % | §
Article VII, paragraph 2, by Japan (¥G.I1/16); and to aTticle VIII by the % Rl
United Kingdom (WG.II/14). The following proposals which were not in amendment ;:——Ti~—___——— é
of eny particular one of the three texts were also made: proposals by Italy % iﬁi iizzzzi;i&§(§0iehon points raised (VG.II/11 and idd.1-3), referrcd to in ar i
concerning the field of application of the Convention (7G.I1/2); and the nature of JE ¢ paragraphy 1s not reproduced in innex II. il ! 3
liability (WG.1I/9) and a proposal by Japan concerning use of precautionary measure 2 i :i
against damage (¥G.I1/4). | 'i ;
[




A/4C.105/19

Annex I
pege 1

ANNEX I

Proposals and amendmonts relating to

assigstance to and return of astronauts

and _space vehicles




A/AC.105/19
Annex I
page 2

USSR: REVISED DRAFT ACREEMENT
(a/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

Azgreement
on the rescue of astronauts and spaceships

in the event of accident or emergency landing

o

The Governments of civeveeanse
Considering that all mankind’is interested in furthering the peaceful uses
of outer space,
4
U

Recognizing that it is the duty cf all States to assist astronauts and

spaceships in the event of accident or emergency landing,

Desiring to aevelop international co-operaticn in the conguest of outer
space, and

Prompted by sentiments of humanity,

Have dscided to conclude this Agreement and for this purpose have appointed
their representatives who, having ¢ichanged their full powers, found in good and

due form, have agreed on the following provisionss

Article 1

Bach of the Contracting States shall render all possible assistance to the

crews of spaceships and shall take steps to rescue astronauts and spaceships in

the event of accident, distress or emergency landings
every means at its disposal, including electronic and optical equipment, means O

communication, and rescue facilities of various kinds,

Article 2

The authorities of a Contracting State wanich discover or in some. way receiv

information that the crew of a spaceshipr of another State are in distress shall &

their utmost to notify the launcing State witnout delay.

Article 3

In the event that astronauts make an smergency landing, owing to accident
distress, in the territory of a Contracting State, that State shall immediately;
inform the launching State of the occurrence and shall take all possible steps 1

rescue the astronauts and assistance.
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The launching State shall be immediately iunformed of the successful outcome
of the rescue operations or of the failure of attempis to carry out rescue
operations.

If the Contracting State in whose ferritory tne asironauts nave landed is
unzble to carry out the necessary rescus overations unsidsd, it shall reguest

assistance from the launching State.

If the astronauts are presumed to havs alighted., owing to accident or

distress, on the high s:zas,

- PR ol S o by e . - DAY e e e e ~tr
, a search for trnem shall be maude, 1if necessary,

[}

jointly with thoze Coniractirns States o wvhich the launching Staie may make
gpplication,
Rescue operations on the hign sees shall be directed by the launching State

or by such State ws the lauaching State may request to take charge thereol’.
Article 5
The leunching State may reserve the exclusive rignt to carry out, by its

own means and with its own personnel, operations for the finding and rescue of

bt

astronauts and spaceships in a zone of the high secas designated by itsell.

a

Article O
Where & spaceship is in distress and the lives of astronauts are in danger,

assistance shall first be rendered 1o tne astronauts.

Articlie¢ 7

bhe Turrnished when necessary by one Contracting State 1o

astronauts of ancther State chzall in no difler from tne assistance wrich

rould be furnished to 1ts own asironauts.

Each Contracting the warliczt

i)

State shall do i1ts wutmozt to Lac

return te thoeir own country ol envoys o0 mankilod 1n outel 3pacs -
astronzuts of znother S3tate — who meot with an acclident, are in distress or make

N
DL CsS e

1 its bervitory or who are rescued on the nigh
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Article 9

Foreign spaceships, satellitos and capsules found by a Contracting State in
its territory or salvaged on the high seas shall be returned without delay,
together with the equipment they contain, to the State which launched them for
purposes of peaceful exploration and use of outer space; if the launching State-
has officially announced the launch of these objects and the purposes of launching

The State which launched the cbjects into outer space shall, for the purposeﬁ
of the return of these objects, furnish identifying particulars thereof at the
request of the State which has found such objects in its territory or has

salvaged them on the high seas.

Article 10
The expenses incurred by a State in fulfilling the obligations prescribed

in articles 8 and 9 of this Agresment shall be reimbursed by the launching State,

Article 11
This Agreement shall be open for signature to all the Staves of the world.
This Agreement shall be subject to ratification. Instruments of ratifica-
tion shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Article 12
This Agreement shall be open for accession to all the States of the world.
Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations. :
Article 13
1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the deposiy
with the Secretary-General of the United Netions of the fiftesnth instrument of
ratification or accession including the instruments of ratification or accessioni
of the States which launch objects into c<uter space.
2. With respect to each State which ratifies the Agreement or accedes thereto
after the deposit of the fifteenth instrument of ratification or accession, the
Agreement shall enter into forcs on the thirtieth day after the deposit by that

State of its instrument of ratificaticn or accession.

gy
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Article 14
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify aill the States of
the world concerniags
(a) the signature of this Agreement and the deposit of instruments of
ratification or accession in accordance with articles 11 and 12,
(b) the date of entry into force of this Agreement in accordance with

article 13,

Article 15
The original of this Agrecment, of which the texts in Chinsse, English,
French, Russian and Spanish languages are equally authentic, shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit certified

copies thereof to all the States of the world.

e
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UNITED STATES: PROPOSAL
(4/AC.105/C.2/L.9)

International agreement

oI

assistance to and return of astronauts

and

objects launched intc outer space

The Contrecting Parties,

Reccenizing the common interest of mankind in furthering the neaceful uses

of outer space,

Recalling the Decleration «f Legal Principles Geverning the Activities
of States in the Exnloretion and Use of Outer Space, adooted Ly the General
Lssembly on December 13, 1963, as resoluticn 1962 (XVIII),

Ccnsidering thet the personnel of spacecraft may from time tc time be the
subject of accident or experience conditions of distress,

Considering that there may occur landings of objects launched into outer

pace, and their personnel in the case of manned spececraft, by reason of

accident, distress or mistake,

Wishing to do their utmost to assist the nersonnel of spacecraft in such

cases end tc provide for the return of objects launched into outer space, and

Believing that in such circumstances the action of States should be
governed by common humeniterian concern and with due regard for scientific needs,
Lgree as follows:
Article 1
1. A Contrecting Party which discovers that the nersonnel of a spacecraft
have met with accident or are experiencing conditicns of distress, cr have made
an emergency landing, shall notify without delay the State of registry or

international organizaticn responsible for launching, or the Secretary-General

of the United Netions.

A/AC,105/19
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2. A Centracting Party which discovers that an object launched intc outer
space oOr parts thereof have returned to Eerth shall notify without delay the State
of registry or internationael organization responsible for launching, or the
Secretery~General of the United Nations.

Lrticle 2

1. Unless otherwise requested by the State of registry or international
organization responsible for lauunching, each Contracting Perty shall take all
possible steps to assist or rescue promptly the nersonnel of spacecraft who are
the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress or who may make
emergency landings by reason of accident, distress, or mistake. Such steps shell
include a joint search by those Contracting Parties which may be in a position
to conduct search end rescue operations in the event personncl of a spacecraft are
presumed to have made an emergency landing on the high seas or Antarctica.

2. Each Coutracting Party shall nermit, subject to control by its own
authcrities, the authorities of the State of registry or international organization
responsible for launching to provide measures of assistance as may beé necessitated
by the circumstances.

Article 3

1. A Contracting Party shall return the personnel of a spacecraft who
have made an emergency landing by reason of accident, distress or mistake promptly
and safely vo the State of registry or international organization responsible for
launching.

2. Upon raquest by the State of registry or international organization
responsible for leunching, a Contracting Party shall return to that State or
international organization an object launched into ocuter space or parts thereof
that have returned to Earth. Such State or international organization shall,
upon request, furnish identifying data.

fny dispute arising from the interpretation cr application of this Agreement

may be referred by eny Contracting Party thereto to the International Court of

L .
Justice for decision.

i T




A/AC,105/19
Annex I

page 8

Srticle 5
A Contracting Party mey propose amendments to this Agreement. ‘mendments
shall come into force for each Contracting Party accepting the amendments on
acceptance by a majority cof the Contracting Parties and thereafter for each
remaining Contracting Perty on acceptence by it
Lrticle 6
Any Contracting Party may give notice of its withdrawal from this Agreement
two years after its entry into force by written notification tc the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from
the date of receipnt by tho Secretary-General of the notification.
irticle T
This Agreement shall be open for signature by States Members of the United
Netions or of any of the specialized agencies or Parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, ond by any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the Tnited Neticns to become a party. sny such State which does not
sign this Agreement moy wccede to it at any time.
128

This Asreemen® shall be subiject to ratification or arnroval by signatory Stetes.
L J LT (&Y

Instruments of retificaticn or approval and instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the Secreteary-General of the United Nations.

Article 9

This Agreement shall enter into force upon the deposit of the second

instrument of ratification, approval, or accession. It shall enter into force

as to a State ratifying, epprcving, or acceding thercafter upon deposit of its
instrument of ratification, approval, or accession.
Article 10
The Secretary-Genernl of the United Wetions shall inform all States referred
to in Article 7 of signotures, deposits of instruments of ratification, approval,

or accession, the date of entry into force of this Agreement, proposals for

amendment, notifications of acceptances of emendments, and notices of withdrawal.

A/AC,105/19
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Lrticle 11
The original of this Agreement, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian
end Spanish texta are equelly authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Netions, who shall send certified copies thereof to all
states referred to in Article 7.
In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized, have signed this

Agreement.

Done at this

day of , 196
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AUSTRALIA and CANADA:
(¥G.1/17/Rev.1)

POPOSLL

Freamole

The Contracting Parties, . s

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in furthering the peaceful u
. . |
OuterD:z?ri;g further to promote international ce-operation in the conquest of outer
B i ; ¢ 3 itled "Declaration

Recalling resclution 1962 (XVIII) of the General Assembly gntl . . ;
of Legal Principles Governing the activities of States in t?e Exploration an +cseso
Quter Space", which includes the principle that "States shall regaré astro%%u;u'a
envoys of wankind in outer space, and shall render to them all possible assistance,
in the event of accident, distress or emergency landing on the terri?ory of a i
foreign State or on the high seas. Astronauts who make suc? a 1and1n% éhali e
safely and promptly veturned to the State of Registry of their space veh%cle '

Considering also the principle included in that Declaration that obJe?tf
launched into outer space and that compouent parts, if "found beyond the limits of
the State of Registry shall be returned to that State", |

Prompted by sen*iments of humanity and having regard for the needs of science,

Agree as follows:

Article 1

Each Contracting Party shall, in accordance with the provisions of

o i i the personnel
Duty the precent Agreement render all possible assistance to e p .
of spacecraft in the event of accident, distress or emergency landing.
Axyticle 2
Notifice~ A Contracting Party which discovers or receives information ?hat'
tion of the personnel of a spacecraft have suffered accident or are eXPGII?HCIH :
accident conditions of distress or have made an emergency landing shall do its

utmost to notify without delay the State of registry or international

organization responsible for the launching and shall, in any event,

S

imredinstely notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Assistance in
Territory of
Contracting

Party

Assistance
outside
Territory of
Contracting

Party

Du'ty to
Return

Personnel

Return of
Space

objects
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(1) If, as a result of accident, distress or emergency landing,
persornel of a2 spacecraft are located in territory under the
jurisdiction o> control of a Contracting Party, that Party shall
promptly take all such steps as it finds practicable to assist and
rescue the personnel, It shall keep the State of registry or
international organization responsible for the launching, and also
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, informed of the steps
so taken and of ‘their result.
(2) 1In the event that a Contracting Party is unable to carry out
in its own territory the necessary rescue operations, it shall
request the State of registry or international organization respon-
sible for the launching to co--operate with it by rendering in its
territors assistance to the personnel of the spacecraft.

Artdele 4
If information is received or it is discovered that personnel of a
spacecraft have suffered accident, are in distress or have made an
emergency landing on the high seas, cr in any other plaée not under
the jurisdiction or contronl of any State, search and rescue
operations shall be roriu-*22d by such Contracting Parties as are in
a position to carry outl “icse operations. These operations shall
be subject to the direction of the State of registry or international
organization résponsible for the launching,

Artic.ie &
A Contracting Party shall promptly and safely return, to the State
of registry or international organization responsible for the
launching, the personnel of a spacecraft who have landed in territory
under its jurisdiction and control or whom.it has rescued elsewhere.

Article 6
(1) A Contracting Party wnich discovers or receives information

that an object launched into outer space or parts thereof have

returned to earth shall do its utmost to notify without delay the

State of registry or international organization responsible for the

o R AT S

i
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launching, and shall, in any event, immediately notify the

Secretary-General of United Nations.
(2) A Contracting Party shall upon reguest return,

stry or international organization responsible for the launching,

to the State of

regi
an object launched into outer space, or parts of any such object,
found by that Party in territory under its jurisdiction or control
or recovered by it elsewhere..

(3) A request for the return of such an object shall be supported
if required by identifying data.

(4) The expenses incurred by a Contracting Party in pursuance of
paragrapn (2) of this Article shall be reimbursed by the State of
registry or international organization responsible for. the launching,

AUSTRALIA: Proposed text to amend Article 2, paragraph 1 of USA draft
(WG.1/1)

"unless otherwise requested by the State of registry or inter-

(a) omit the words
national organization responsible for launching”,

(b) after "each Contracting Party" omit the words "shall take all possible steps"
and insert instead the words: "undertakes to take such steps as it may find
practicable".

(¢) after "who" where first appearing insert the words: "in its territory".

(d) omit "who" where second appearing.

Text would then read as follows:

1. Each Contracting Party undertakes to take such steps as it may find practicable

to assist or rescue promptly the personnel of spacecraft who in its territory are

the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress or may make emergency

landings by reason of accident, distress or mistake.
Amendmen’t to article 2, paragraph 1 of USA draft
G.1/2)

Delete present wording and

UNIT&D KINGDOii:

Substitute the following:

"Each Contracting Party undertakes to talke such steps as it may find practicable

within its territory to assist or rescue promptly the personnel of spacecraft who
are the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress, or who may male

emergency landings in that territory by reason of accident or mistake,

LEBANON
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If personnel of a spacecraft are presumed to have made an emergency landing on
the high seas, and the State of registry or international organization resvonsible
for launching does not reauest otherwise, a joint search shall be carried ;ut by
those Contracting Parties which are in a position to conduct search and rescue
operations in the area ot the high seas concerncd".

Amendment to Article 1 of USSR draft
(7G.1/3)

Replace Article 1 by the following texts

AUSTRIA:

Zach of the Contracting States shall render all possible assistance to the
crews of space ships and shall take all possible steps to rescue astronauts and
space ships in the event of accident, distress or emergency landing

Amendment to Article 2,

(WG.1/4)

Add the following sentence at the end:

paragrapn 1, second sentence of USA draft

Any search or rescue operations conducted in Antarctica should not be construed
as prejudicing the positions of states concerned with respect to antarctica

LEBANON: Amendment to Article 2y _paragraph 2 of USA draft

(V&.1/5)

Replace this paragraph by the following:

A . .
Contracting State may request the co—operation of the authorities of the
Stat i i i
ate of registry or international organization responsible for the launchin-~ in

.

{ . I/a ) ’ p f -

2. Add the following paragraph:

ng LR
zach Contracting Party may reserve to its own authorities the sole right to

search in certain areas of its territory”.

Amendment to Article 1 of USSR i
el 0 | >it dratt
("G.1/7)

Replace Article 1 by the following text:

Al i
1 Contracting States shall render assistance, each within the iimits of the

Deans at i i to i
its disposal, Yo the crews of spaceships and shall tate steps to rescue

B-S-tr . 3 -y \
onauts and spaceships in the event of accident, distress or emergency landing
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ismendment to Article 1 of USSR draft

(vG.1/8)

Add the words "using every means at its aisposal" after
" at the beginning of the Article and delete all the words after

CANADA:

"Tach of the

Contracting States

semicolon (3 ).
JAPAN: Amendment to Article 3 of USA draft

(G.1/9)

(4dd the following new paragraph after paragraph 2 of Article 3 of the United

States draft agreement on assistance and return)

3, HRach launching of an object into outer space shall be officially announced and

registered with the Secretary-General of the United Nations by the State of Registry

or international organizatien responsible for launching. Such official announce-

ment shall be made prior to or immediately after the launching, and such registration

shall be made immediately after the object is put on orbit.
In case of an object remaining on orbit for a considerable length of time, such

registration shall be made at a regular interval. In any case, the registration of .

an object launched into outer space to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

shall include the specific purpose of the launching as well as other characteristics
of the object launched which may be necessary for its identification.

ITALY: Proposal
wG.1/10)

Each Contracting State which discovers that a space vehicle is in distress or
has landed or has alighted on the high seas shall give such information to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations and, if possible, the State of regisiry of

the space vehicle.

AUSTRALIA: Text suzgested for consideration
(W6.1/11)

The obligation of a Contracting Party to return an object that has caused

damage to it or to its nationals does not become effective until satisfactory
arrangements have been made for compensation in respect of the damage.

USSk: Amendment to Article 4 of the USA draft
(&.1/12)

Insert between the words "may" and "be" the words:

"with the consent of all the

parties to the dispute".
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UNITED KINGDOM: Amendment to Article 4 of the USA draft

et o . SR
‘-'Q‘-%ﬂ&mm‘ s A B, a2 s Sp e > ST Frefrss

e

(WG.1/13)
Delete present text
Substitute the following:

"A dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the application or interpre-
tation of this Agreement which is not previously settled by other peaceful means of
their own choice may be referred to the International Court of Justice at the
request of either party to the dispute".

JAPAN: Proposal relating to dispute in iegard to identification

(W.1/14)
In case of a difference between Contracting States as to the identification of
an object which has returned to earth after having been launched into outer space
’
any State concerned may request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
designate an expert or a group of experts to render an advisory opinion on the

identification of the object in question with a view to facilitating the peaceful

settlement of the difference.
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Lssistance to and return of astronauts and space vehicles ] inmediately inform the launching State of the occurrence and shall take all ér f
Proposals and amendments before Working Group 1 possible steps to rescue the astronauts and to render them the necessary i '
ey T i ! b
(En'l1£i> E asgistance, i i g e
Article on duty to rescuc and render assisbonce The launching State shall be immedidately informed of the successful out- ', |
§ B
. al - - . . . . ) :‘ 4_ o
General oblization come of the rescue operations or of the failure of attempts to carry out 3” _i
Z

USSR - Article 1
Bach of the Contracting States shall render all possible assistance to the

. . . g
If the Contracting State in whose territory the astronauts have landed is 5

. . ) ab 7O s necesan o e o . .
crews of spaceships and shall take steps to rescue astronauts and spaceships in unable to carry out the necessary rescus operations unaided, it shall roequest

the svent of accident, distress or cnersoncy landing; to this cnd it shall assistance from the launching State., (A/AC.lOB/C.2/L.2/Rev.1) -ﬁ
employ every means at its disposal, including electronic and optical equipment, USh - Arviole 2 %f&
. \ il 10
2, Each Contracting Party shall permit, subjeet to control by its own ;ﬁ }@ b
]

means of communication, and rescue facilities of various kinds.
(4/4C.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)
USA ~ Article 2 (1)

1. Unless otherwise requested by the State of registry or international

authorities, the authorities of the State of registry or international organiza-

tion responsible for launching to rrovide measurcs of assistance as may be !

necessitated by the circumstances. (£/AC.105/C.2/L.9) |
—r— . - | d ' :
AUSTRALIA and UNITED KINGDOM — Amendments to Article 2, parazraph 1 of USA draft 4&' g

organization responsible for launching, each Contracting Party shall take all

possible steps to assist or rescue promptly the personnel of spacecraft who are 1. fach Contracting Party undertakes to take such steps as it may find practi- ;

. . . s : c i scus : : - . i
the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress or who may make able to assist or rescue prom.tly the personnel of spacecraft who in its il i
. . . ) A te ; S . N R i . o ) 3 1 :
emergency landings by reason of accident, distress or mistake. (4/AC.105/C.2/L.9); rritory are the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress or H
4 s . ) - i
AUSTRTA - E may make emergency landings by reason of accident, distress or mistake. ﬁ%
W (¥6.I/1 and WG.1/2) R |

Each of the Contracting States shall render all possible assistance to the W .
¥ LIBANON - Amendment to Article 2, parazraph 2 of the USA draft ; | 3

crews of spaceships and shall take all possible steps to rescue astronauts apd

spaceships in the event of accicent, distress or emergency landing (WG.I/3) : Replace this paragraph by the following:
| B ANON ,%, A Contracting State nay requcst the co-operation of the authorities of i
f 1 ~ Q . . . s s i . b .i_-

the State of registry or international orzanization responsible for the :
?

i

All Contracting States shall render assistance, cach within the limits of
launchi i 3 - o s i .
ng in order to carry ocut effectively rescue and assistance operations on

- . f i't\, 1 B [
rescue astronsuts and spaceships in the event of accident, distress or s territory. (¥G.1/5) ’
AUSTRIA - Anendment to Article 2, paragraph 2 of USA draft i i &

the means at its disposal, to the crews of spaceships and shall take steps to

emergency landing. (WG.I/7)

. . . . o 4 1, i ) " PR . b
Rescue of astronauts in Territory of Contracting States : Add the word "full" between "subject to" and "control'. i
2. 4dd the following paragraph: gﬁ ;

USSR - Article 3 :
" . E
wach Contracting Party may reserve to its own authorivies the sole right 'r , §

L

i

i

In the event that astronauts make an emerzency landing, owing to accident J
. . . tO 3e¢ i v P . . a . : .
or distress, in the territory of a Contracting State, that State shall carch in certain areas of its territory, (WG.1/6) ;
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Search and Zescue on the High Seas

USSR - Article 4

If the astronauts arec presumed to have alighted, owing to accident or
distress, on the high seas, a scarch for them shall be made, 1f nscessary,
jointly with those Contracting States to which the launching State may make
application.

Nescue operations on the high scas shall be directed by the launching
State or by such State asg the launching State may request to take charge
thercof. (4/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

USA - Article 2 (1)

l. ... Such steps Z;o assist or rescue prompitly the personnel of spacecrafﬁ7

shall include a joint search by those Contracting Parties which may be in a
position to conduct search and rescuec operations in the event personnel of a
spacecraft are presumed to have made an emergency landing on the high seas or
Antarctica. (4/4C.105/C.2/L.9)

UNITED KTINGDOM

If personnel of a space emergency

landing on the high scas, and the State of registry or international organiza-
tion responsible for launching does not request otherwise, a joint search shall -

be carried out by those Contracting Parties which are in a position to conduct

scarch and rescue operations in the area of ths high secas concerned. (WG.I/2)

AUSTEALTA - Oral

Oral proposal to paragraph 1 of Article 2 of the USA proposal:
omit the words "on the high seas or Antarctica' and insert instead the
words "outside the territory of the launching State".

USSR -~ Article 5

The launching State may reserve the exclusive right to carry out, by its
own means and with its own personnel, operations for the finding and rescue of
astronauts and spaceships in a zone of the high seas designated by itself.
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

ANTARCTICA

1. Several delegations requested deletion of the word "Antarctica' in

Article 2 of the USA proposal,
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2, JAPAN
Add at_snd of Article 2, paragraph 1, USA draft

Any search or rescue operations conducted in Antarctica should not be
construed as prejudicing the positions of states concerned with respect to
Antarctica. (WG/I/4)

Notification of distress or landing

USA - Article 1

1. A Contracting Party which discovers that the personnel of a spacecraft have

met with accident or are experiencing conditions of distress, or have made an
emergency landing, shall notify without delay the State of registry or inter~
national organization responsible for launching, or the Sécretary—General of
the United Nations.

2., A Contracting Party which discovers that an object launched into outer
space or parts thereof have returned to Zarth shall notify without delay the
State of registry or international organization responsible for launching. or
the Secretary~General of the United Nations. (A/AC.lOS/C.Z/L.9)

USSR ~ Article 2

The authorities of a Contracting State which discover or in some way
resceive information that the crew of a spaceship of another State are in
distress shall do their utmost to notify the launching State without delays:
(4/4C.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

USSR ~ Article 3

In the event that astronauts make an emergency landing, owing to accident
or distress, in the territory of a Contracting State, that State shall immed—
lately inform the launching State of the occurrence ... (A/AC.lOS/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

ITALY - Proposal

Bach Contracting State which discovers wnat a space vehicle is in distress
or has landed or has alighted on the high seas shall give such information to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and, if possible, the State of

Tegistry of the space vehicle. (WG.I/10)

A et b AN
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Registration of advance notification

JAPAN — addition to Article 3 of USA draft

3.

and registered with

Jach launching of an object into outer space shall be officially announced

registry or international organization responsible for launching. Suoh
official announcement shall be made prior to or immediately after the launching,
and such registration shall be made immediately after the object is put on
orbit.,

In case of an object remaining on orbit for a considerable iength of time,
such registration shall be made at a regular interval. In any case, the regis-
tration of an object launched into outer space to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall include the specific purposes of the launching as well &s
other characteristics of the object launched which may be necessary for its
identification. (WG/I1/9)

LEBANON - proposal (oral)

Require notification in advance of lauwnching.

Priority of rescuing astronauts

USSR - Article 6

Where a spaceship is in distress and the lives of astronauts are in

danger, assistance shall first be rendered to the astronauts.

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

FPRANCE -~ oral suggestion

Provision that assistance shall first be rendered to any lives in danger.

Standard of assistance

USSR - Article 7

The assistance to be furnished when necessary by one Contracting State to
astronauts of another State shall in no way differ from the assistance which

could be furnished to its own astronauts. (A/AC.lO5/C.2/L.2/ReV.1)

the Secrstary-General of the Unitad Nations by the State of

i
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Heturn of Astronauts

USSR - Article 8

sach Contracting State shall do its utmost to facilitate the carliest
possible return to their own country of cnvoys of mankind in outer space -
astronauts of another State - who meet with an accident, are in distress or
maké an emergency landing in its territory or who are rescucd on the high seas.
(4/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)
USA ~ Article 3

1. Each Contracting Party shall return the personnel of & spacecraft who
have made an emergency landing by reason of accident, distress or mistake
promptly and safely to the State of registry or international organization
(4/AC,105/C.2/L.9)

responsible for launching.

FRANCE ~ oral suggestion

Provision for cases where astronauts have committed offence.

Return of space objects and furnishing

of identifying data

USSR ~ Artiole 9 of USA draft

Foreign spaceships, satellites and capsules found by a Contracting State

in its territory or salvaged on the high secas shall be returned without delay,
together with the equipment they contain, to theé State which launched them for
purposes of peaceful exploration and use of outer space, if the launching State
has officially announced the launch of these objects and the purposes of
launching.

The State whicn launchcd the objects into outer space shall, for the
burpose of the return of these objects, furnish identifying particulars thereof
at the request of the State which has found such objects in its territory or

has salvaged them on the high seas. (A/AC.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

USA — Article 3
2.

Upon request by the State of registry or international organization

Tesponsible for launching, a Jontracting Party shall return to that State or
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| means of their own choice may be referred to the International Court of Justice
international organizetion an object launched into outer space or parts thereof 4 i _ I
i at the request of eitmer party to the dispute. (WG.I/lB) ol

that have returned to wsarth. Such State or international organization shall,

upon request, furnish identifying data. (4/AC.105/C.2/L.9) Disputes in respect of identification

AUSTRALIA - Text suggested for consideration

JAPAN -~ proposal relating to dispute in regard to identification

The obligation of a Contracting Party to return an object that has caused In case of a difference between Contracting States as to the identification

damage to it or to its nationals does not become effective until satisfactory of an object which has returned to earth after having been launched into outer

arrangements have been made for compensation in respect of the damage. (WG I/11) ?‘ space, any State concerned may request the Secretary-General of the United §g
"LERANON -~ oral ‘ ; Wations to designate an expert or a group of experts to render an advisory

Clarification of the meaning of the word "return" - whether an obligation :% - opinion on the identification of the object in question with a view to facili- ‘
of transportation is involved. - tating the peaceful settlement of the difference. (WG.I/14) '

ITALY ~ Amendment to Article 1 of .the proposal of Australia and Canada
(wg.1/17) (WG.I/18) :

Delete the words: 'by reason of accident, distress or mistake'. ]

Reimbursement of expenses

USSR - Article 10

The expenses incurred by a State in fulfilling the obligations prescribed ITALY - Amendment to Article 2 of the proposal of Australia .and Canada )

(w¢.1/17) (WG.1/19)

Delete the words "of registry" after the word '"State'".

in articles 8 and 9 of this Agreement shall be reimbursed by the launching

State. (4/4C.105/C.2/L.2/Rev.1)

ITALY - oral proposal

;f' SWEDEN — Amendments to Article 3 of the proposal of Australia and Canada }@ 
3 (Wa.1/27)_(Wa.I/20) b

1. Add at the end of the first sentence in paragraph 1 the following words:

(a) No compensation for expenses incurred in rescuing astronauts.

(b) In case of salvage of objects, there should be remuneration in
E "to protect and safeguard the craft'", ’ ﬁ

addition to reimbursement. N ]
- 2. Add at the end of paragraph 2 the following: "and to examine an object ﬂ

Settlement of disputes launched into outer space or parts of any such obiect found by a Contracting

USA - Article 4 & Party in its territory or recovered by it elsewhere". j
Any dispute arising from the interpretation or application of this Agreementgl 3. Replace paragraph 3 by the following text: %1{
may be referred by any Contracting Party thereto to the International Court of "Upon the request of a Contracting Party in the territory of which the t |
o
Justice for decision (A/AC.105/0.2/L.9) : personnel of a spacecraft are located, the State of registry or interngtional j»w
a4
USSR g\ organization responsible for the launching shall co-operate with that Party gze
Insert between the words '"may" and '"be" the words: '"with the consent of DY rendering in its territory assistance to the personnel of the spacecraft!'. (g % 3
all the parties to the dispute'. (WG.I/IZ) & 4. Add the following new paragraph after paragraph 3: i
UNITED KINCDOM "Upon the request of a Contracting Party, in the territory of which an |
A dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the application or inter- O0ject launched into space or parts of any such objects are found, the State ;ﬂ
1

pretation of this Agreement waich is not previously settled by other peaceful °f registry or international organization responsible for the launching shall

o
1
%,
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co-operate with that Party by rendering assistance with a view to the recovery

and return of the object or parts of it.

FRANCE - Amendment bto Article 5 of the proposal by australia and Canada
(¥e.1/17) (WG.I/21) | :
: : J

Replace Article 5 by the following text: : :
"4 Contracting Party shall not oppose the departure from 1ts territory of | B ¢ i

persons on board a spacecraft which has made an emergency landing and shall do

its utmost to assist them in making travel arrangementse.

The present article shall not be construed as preventing juridical or

administrative proceedings, or the enforcement of measures resulting from such

proceedings, instituted by reason of the deeds or words of such persons . :
ANNEX TT : ‘$ :

after the completion of operations relating to the emergency landine. i ol g
. SJI' i

FRANCE -~ Amendment to Article 6 of the proposal by Australia and Canada ]
(we.1/17) (WG.I/22) . Bl
In paragraph (2), after the words "return to', insert the words "or 1 Proposals and amendments relating to -; %

retain at the disposal of,"
liability for damage caused by objects : b

e M)

JAPAN - Amendment to Article 6 of the proposal of Australia and Canada
(wg.1/17) (Wg.1/23)
Add the following new paragraph after paragraph 4:

launched into outer space o '

Rt il i

"The obligation of a Contracting Party under this Agreement to return an

object that has caused damage to it or to its nationaleé shall not become i :
. ) i 4

effective in relation to a State of registry or an international organization

e

responsible for the launching which has not accepted the obligation specified 1;

in the Convention on liability for damage caused by objects launched into f&
1 :

outer space."
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UNTITED STATES: PROPOSAL
(£/AC.105/C.2/1..8)

Convention concerning liability for damage caused

by the

lgunching of objects into outer space

The Contracting Parties,
. . P - . . N te
Recognizing that ecctivities in the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space may from time to time result in damage,
Recalling the Declaration of Lezal Principles Governing Activities of States
g i

. T Ty . ~ 1 . YA }‘b on
in the Ixploration and Use of Uuter Snace, adopted by the General Asseubly

December 13, 1963, as resolutinn 1952 (XVIII),

Seeking to establish a simple and expeditious procedure to provide financial
protection against daaege,

Believing that the establishment of such & procedure will contribute to the
growth of friendly reletions and cooperation among nations,

Agree as follows:
Article I

For the purposes of this Convention:

a. "Damage" means loss of life or personal injury and destruction or loss
L] ‘ o -
of, or danzge to, property.
b. The words "launching", "launches", "launcn", etc,, shall include
*
attemoted launchings.
o "Presenting State! means a Stete which is a Contracting Party to this
L d 4 - "
Convention, or an international orgsnization of whici at least one

meriber is a Con*ractinc Perty, and which presents a claim for

compensation to a receiving State.
d. "Receiving State!! means a2 State of registry from which compensation is
sought by a oresenting State.
e, "State of registry" meeans:
(1) a Contracting Party which, in accordence with procedures
determined by it, has registered an object for launcining into

outer spice; or

A/AC.105/19
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(ii) a Contracting Party shich launches or varticipates in launching,
or whose natural or juridical persons launch or participate in
launching, or whose facility or territory is used for launching
into outer space an object that is not registered with another

Contracting Party.

Article ITI
Subject to the provisions of Article III, the State of registry shall be liable
and undertakes to pay compensation for damage on the earth, in air space, or in
outer space caused by the launching of an object into outer space, including . any

vamage caused by apparatus or equipment used in such launching.

Article III
l. The liability referred to in Article II shall be absolute; however, gross
negligénce on the part of the presenting State or persons whom it represents shall,
as appropriate, diminish or expunge any obligation to pay compensation.
2, If objects launched into outer space collide, there shall be no liability
as between States of registry or international organizations involved in the

launching of such objects.

Article IV

1. A Contracting Party, or an international orgsnization of which at least
one. Contracting Party is a member, which suffers damage as the result of the
launching of an object into outer space, or whose natural or juridical persons
suffer such damage, may present a claim for compensation to the receivang State.

A Contracting Party may also present the claims of dual nationals or stateless
persons permanently residing in its territory. However, a claim of any individual
claimant may not be presented by more than one Contracting Party.

2, The claim shall be presented through the diplomstic channel. A State may
request a third State to present its claim and otherwise to represent its interests
in the event that it does not maintain diplomatic relations with the receiving State.

3. A claim must be presented within one year of the date on which the

accident occurred.

Article V
A State shall not be liable under this Convention for damage suffered by its

OWn nationals.
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Article VI
1. The presentstion of & claim shall not reguire exhaustion of any remedies

in the receiving 3tete which may otherwlse exist,

2, Any claim presented in conformity with the provisions of this Convention

)

{

shall exclude pursuit by the nresenting State or any natural or juridical persons

whom it represents of any remedies whicn mizht othervise be available in the

receiving Stote or unden tie teris of any obther internatinnal agreement.

Article VII
1. If a claim is not settled within one year from the date of presentation,

the presenting State may request the establishiment of a commission to decide the

In such event the receiving State shall oromptly appoint one person to
State shall do likewise, and a third member
If

claim.
serve on the commission, the presenting
shall be appointed by the President of the International Court of Justice.
the receiving State fzils to appoint its meisber within three months, the individual
appointed by the President of the International Court of Justice shall constitute
the sole member of the commission.

2. The commission shall determine its own procedure.

3. The commission shall arrive at its decisions by majority vote.

L. The decision of the commission shall be rendered expeditiously and shall

be binding upon the parties,

Pavment of compensation shall be made in a currency convertible readily and
3/ N L7

without loss of value into the currency of the presenting 3tate or cormonly used

by the presenting international organization.

The liability of the State of registry shall not exceed g with respect

to each launching.
Article X
Any dispute arising from the interoretation or application of this Convention
nay be referred by any Contracting Party thereto to the International Court oz

Justice for decision,

i
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Article XI
A Contracting Party may propose amendments to this Convention. Amendment s
shall come into force for each Contracting Party accepting the amendments on
acceptance by a majority of the Contracting Parties and thereafter for each remaining

Contracting Party on acceptance by it,

Article XII
A Contracting Party may give notice of withdrawal from this Conveation five
years after its entry into force by written notification to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date
of receipt by the Secretary-~General of the notification. It is understood that
such withdrawal shall not relieve a State of any obligation or liability arising

from damage occurring before withdrawal,

Article XIIT

This Convention shall be open for signature by States liembers of the United
Nations or of any of the specialized agencies or Parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, and by any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to become a party. Any such State which does not

sign this Convention may accede to it at any time,

Article XIV
This Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval by signatory
b. S' - . . i ’
cate Instruments of ratification or approval and {nstruments of accession shall

be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

Article XV
This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of the seventh
instrument of ratification, approval or accession. It shall enter into force as
to a State ratifying, approving, or acceding thereafter upon deposit of its

instrument of ratification, approval, or accession,

Article VI
| The Secretary-General of the United ilations shall inform all States referred to
i Article XIII of signatures, deposits of instruments of ratification, approval,
Or accession, the entry into force of this Convention, proposals for amenduents,

notifi i
1fications of acceptances of amendments, and notices of withdrawal.

s

e o e 2
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Article XVII HUNGARY: PRCPOSED DRAFT AGREEMENT A a1 |

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.10) iy

. 2 S :

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish E
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the ;;

s pa i ; tioned in
United iations who shall send certified copies to any of the States men Agreement ?

concerning liability for damage caugsed j

by the launching of objects into outer space

Article XIII.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized have signed this

Convention. The Contracting States, W
Dono ot , this Recognizing the common interest of mankind in furthering the peaceful ;{ g
exploration and use of outer space, f% ' %
day of » 196 . Recalling the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities 3 5 i
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, adcopted by the General :
Assenbly on December 13, 1963, as resolution 1962 (XVIII), i ? i &
Considering that the States and international organizations involved % |
in the launching of objects into outer space should be internationally 7

liable for damage caused by these objects, i
it

Recognizing the need for establishing international rules and procedures %
concerning such liability to insure protection against danage caused by

objects launched into outer space,

Believing that the establishment of such rules and procedures would i?g :
facilitate the taking of the greatest possible precautionary measures by %
States and international organizations imvwalved in the launching of objects % !
into outer space to protect against damage inflicted by objects launched ﬂ
into outer space, ﬂ

|
Have decided to conclude the present Agreement:
Article 1 i
|

1. The provisions of this Agreement shall apply to compensation for é i

loss of life, personal injury and damage to property (hereinafter called % i

"damage") : é §

§ (a) caused by an object launched intd outer space, or g 4
: (b) caused in outer space, in the atmosphere or on the ground by % ;

launched, or conveyed into outer space in any other way.

any manned or unmanned space vehicle or any object after being E
3)
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2, Liebility is also incurred even if, for any reason, the space page 9 y
vehiclz or other otject has not reached outer spaces 2. In £ ioi i
. sase of joint launching or joint possession or ownership or ;
co-operation, liability may be laid upon nore than one State or international 1 i

3. Tor the purposes of this Agreement "Space Object! means space ships,
organization; their liability towards the damaged State shall be joint
Article VIII

catellites, orbital laboratoris, contailners and any other devices designed for

movement 3n owber space «nl sastained tlerc otierwise than by the reaction of

air, as well as the neans of delivery of such subjects. .
’ A t'.l - J If liability for damage rests with an international organization, the i
irticle J . »
S financial obligations towards St . &
yams ates suffering damage shall b o
-’C L ‘.. 'bf f ne\s v S‘l ) s e 0acs . ’ g a emetb the
1 iability o -t tate shall not ?xceea international organization and by its member States v
2. A clainm for damage may be advanced on the ground of loss of profits ‘ i ¢ k
Articl i
ard moral damage whenever compensation for such damege is provided for by the 1. A clain £ , article IX 5
. * 1 Tor daamage may be made by a State in wh i
law o the Stabe liable for such damage. whose territory damage
. i - \ has occurred or in respect of damage suffered by its citizens or legal
\rticle ; . 2 ;
_— 3 entities whether in the territory of - o e
Whenever damage is done to a space vehicle or object or its crew in outer 4 2e To olain shall b y of that State or abroad. ,g‘-ﬁl
B . 18 e presented i : ’ ‘
space, the Launching Sfate will have no claim except in cases provided for in ' State not covered by the ' ented by virtue of this Agreement by any ﬁ
: ‘ rovisi of . . 4 HiH
irticles TV asd V belowe 5. o o provisions of paragroph 1 of this Article. il i
Article IV : . he provisions of this Agreement shall not apply to damage caused f'(
Artvicle IV . ' Ao iR
e State shall asemme full ~tability for damage caused directly or | ~ on the territory of the State liable or in respect of damage suffered by its bl
' ' T . citizens or legal entities whether i . | A
indirectly on the ground, in the atmosphere or in outer space, if the State i whether in the territory of that State or abroad. i ‘ﬁr'
ig exercising an ualawful activity in outer sjace or the space vehicle or i A clai - frticje X g il
g -claim rust be presented withi : '
object nas been launched for unlawful purposes. i of *the dam: P within one year of the date of occurrence Al RIS
A AGE . b :
Article V % biole i | 44
Tf the domaged State produces evidence that damage has been caused in qgii The olainm shall b Article AT Al 4
e J 1 a, e ~ P . . [
outer space because of the fault of another State, the latter shall be liable ' State . presented through diplomatic channels. The damaged P
o may reques thi _ . . . i g
for this aamage. ¥ . it q . a third State to represent its interests in the event it p E
¥ no diplomatic relations wi S .14 % 10
srticle VI 2 ns with the State liable. ; 1?
I7 tie damage has occurred on the ground or in the atmosphere, exemptlon é ] I case She State 1 bilcle XTI _:? '
. . . ) g | . 1Se The State liable does not satisfy th ok
PS s Lity mav be rranhed only insofar a q b duces k8 sfy the claim of the damaged
from liability o franted on_{ insofar as the State liable produce x%* State, the clain for compensation shall be oresemted & ' age (R
cvidence that the damage has resulted from the natural disaster or from a p arbitration set S ' presentec 1o a committee of i
o : set up he two S s . . . 3 -
- 117wl act ~r {ram moonc noglicsnce of the State suffering the damage. B (1 ] . v wo States on a basis of parity. This committee % f
A-tiele VIT s will determine its own procedure. i i
SUelCaE Voo " . i
1. Lishility for damege shall rest with the State or international & 2+ Should the comnittee mentioned in paragraph 1 not arrive at a ﬁ
1207 i nag A decision, the States may agree upon on international i i i
organization uiich nas launched or atvienpbed to launch the space vehicle or A or any other method of Settlement ational arbitration procedure ﬁ \‘i
. eI € eme : !
object, or in tuhe case of a common undertaking, with all the States parti- : ment acceptable to both S8tates. i ?,
cipating in the undertaking, or with the State from whose territory of from :? i
whore facilities thz launching was made, or with the State which owns or ' ;% }
g8
i 1 v

nossesses the space vetlcle or chject causing the damage. 18
A4 13
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shall be cven for signature to zll Statec.

Tn Creeents of rofification shill e Gepositea

T Tt e adk S e

with the Bceretnry General ol tnc wilCL 2EUL0NE .

Lricle BV

crn irto Torcc it shall be onen for acciscion

EN

Lfver The wireenont en

Working »aper submitted by the Beloian Delegation on the
unification of certesin rules governing ligbility for
damage caused by space devices
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.7)

Field of application

Art.1 (a) The following provisions shall apply to compensation for damage

to 2Ll Statec,  Inetrimenic of acesicion (il e depeeiied W B caused to persons or property by one or more space devices except where such ‘f
Secretary Genercl of the United lations. tamage is ceused on bhe territory of the State where the leunching of the deviee
herdele &2 or devices takes place, the State whose flag the device or devices fly or the !
1. This scrceient shall enter into force thirt: foye after the date State or States claiming ovnership or co-ownership of the device or devices. ;%
of deposit with the Secret.ry General of The United Favions of tac twenty- (b) By "damage" shall be understood any loss for which compensation may %3
second instruent of ratification or acccosion. be claimed under the national law of the injured person, including judicial and ﬁf
W g

2, With respect to cach State which ratifies tac azreesent or aececds

- 3 - P A P SNy
thereto alter the desosit of “he twenty—cccornd instrument of ratificavion

. - s N 12 o A A XU §] .
or accescion, the Lgreenent shall enter inve Iorce thirty days after the date private law,
of deposit by that State of its instrument of ratification or accesslone By "property" shall be understood any movable or immovable property. i 1
Lrticle XVI By "territory of a State" shall be understood its land areas, its |
Lre Contracting State mey fenounce thie dgreement by netificatlon to territorial and adjacent waters, ships flying its flag and aircraft registered Rl
Y e v =L B =
+ -~ - N R ST S LT A g . a) S .J.ﬂ"l,c b 't,
. Searetore Gener s { the United Watien:s The Genunciation gnali wok y 1
the Seeretory Gener:l of the tni i . . 4
effect one veor alfter the “atc on which tic notification has becen rcecived By "space device" shall be understood any device which is intended to move 1
. o . |
L. . . .. . . il 1
by the Seerctery General of 3$he 'mited Rationc. in space, remaining there by means other than the reaction of the air, i
il TVIT _ . 4 0
article AVII States which are liable R b
o - e N D SN s et iana sl i 1P o States . . . . , |
The Guerctary General of the United ationc chall notify all Stotes Art, 2, The following shall be held liable for damage within the meaning
concerning i- of article 1 at the choice of the plaintiff, there being no joint liabilit
B P ) g
(2) the signature of thie igrcument anc the o§p051t ?f lnSP?PﬁCH?S Qf or solidarity: .
ratification or acccesion in accordance with articles KiV ond XV . N 1
) " the State on whose territory the space device was launched, or i
: the aate L inho force of thile agrewment in accorcanco witn 1
ne acte of entry into foree of TAle agrecnd . ' v
G) ® o y ’ the State whose flag the space device flies, or 1
Lrticlc £V; !
L., - . I the State or States claiming ownership or co—ownership of the space device !
(c) Genuncistions reocived in accordare. vwith Lrticle aVI. c g ? ¢ P pac ice,
e e By "plaintiff" shall be understood the State which has been injured or i
Laticic xVILT e p
L . . N s whose nationals or residents have been injured 3
The orisinal of this agreorent, of whieh the tewts in Chinese, Tnglish, g :
French, Russian and Spanish languafc® are ccuelly suthentic, shall be deposited §£i
i - R o Cr e 50 e i
with the Scerctary Generel of the Tnited atlcns, vho chall trencrit ceritifiea |

cories thecreof to ali Statcs.

legal costs and interest.

By '"person" shall be understood any natural or legal person in publie or
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Neture of the 1iability UNITED KINGDOM: /mendment to srticle II of USA draft (4/AC.105/C.2/L.8) ﬁf :
y ‘ﬁ’ .

art. 3. The occurrence of the event causing the damage shall entail an (WG, II1,/1)
obligation to give compensation once proof has been given that there is a Delete present text aad

relationship of cause and effect betweeen the damage, on the one hand, and the

launching, motion or descent of all or part of the space device, on the other "TLe State of registry shall be liable and undertakes to pay full compensation ]‘
: ’ g

g
‘ 17 ‘ 20T 1 1 Ty A + 4 - . o Y > 3
hand. in accordance with this Convention, for damage on the earth, in air space, or in ;}

T a 3 ar tionshij : se a effect shall uter space which is 3 . 1 A A - - . . j
he presence or absence of a relationship of cause and ect shall be 0 I is caused by the launching of an object into outer space, including ¢
determined in accordance with the national law of the person injured. any damage caused Ly appuratus or eguipment used in such launching, or which is

Extent of liability caused by any object which hus beer launched into outer snace," 4

The extent of the obligation to give compensation shall be

- Y. \ > 4 ot carnine £iel p i ko ]
ZPALY:  smendment ¢o Aiticle concerning field of application of Convention i

Art, 4.
. . - . (WG.II,/2)
determined in accordance with the provisions of the ordinary law of the country T
m orisiols of nis R v - ool -5 ’.
of the person injured. ‘he provisions of tais Corveution shall apply te any damage caused on the earth, fp
. , o in the atmosphere or in outer space by a cosmic ‘spacc) vehicle (device) or by Pl 4
Procedure for bringing action for liability . . ) ‘ Ll ;
component parts of such vehicle or by objects detached from or launched from such a8 :
art. 5. (a) Vithin twelve months of the occurrence of the damage, the , vehicle o
wlaintiff State shall submit, through the diplomatic channel, to the State g \ . , . ‘ ‘
P ! y THTOUE P ’ r CANADA: émendment o drticle Il of ithe US4 draft (A/4C.105/C.2/L.8) o I
considered liable under article 1 all claims for compensation relating to the ’% e ,I1/3) 5! 4 i
M . ¥ i
State itself or to its nationals or residents. o inserY in the third I1iane the word "ail' before thz word "damage" 'R 1 : ;
x' * i X ¥
If the State which is liable does not take a decision considered satisfactory f JAPAN: Proposal for new Article 4 !
% (73, 11/4, | 4
k| i

by the plaintiff State within six months, the latter shall be entitled +o take

a;;_f

In order to minimize damage on land or sea, the State of registry or inter-

the claims for compensation before the International Court of Justice. The
+ T = . . . . . . . b

4 national crganization responsible for launching should make every effort to ensure J

‘

plaintiff Steate must act within six months of being notified of the decision in Ne

question. (a) that the objects launched, other than manned space vehicles, be

The States ratifying or acceding to *hese articles undertake to comply with equipped with such devices as to enable those objects to make a soft
the judgement given by the International Court of Justice within three months of landing, or
(b) that those objects be made of such materials as those which could Bt 4

being notified thereof. E
(b) There may be no interruption or suspension of the periods specified in be burnt up completely before their landing on earth or water, i y
paragraph (a) above. | ITALY: ?$§n$?%2t 3o article V of USAL draft (./AC 105/C.2/L.8)
(¢c) There shall be joinder of actions when there is more than one plaintiff i 1573) (1)

in respect of damage due to one and the same event or when more than one State )
1 The present Conventicr does not apply to damages caused on the territory of the !

is liable if more than one space device was responsible for the damage. e |
State which has launched an outer space device or by the installations for the launch- 30

Art. 6. These articles shall enter into force between the Contracting States :
s : ing of such device. (In this case, the legislation of the said State is applicable). i
(2) i

The present Conveniion is applicable when damage has been caused on the ;

on the date of the deposit of the instruments of ratification or accession at Unite

Nations Headquarters, irrespective of the number of States which have ratified them

or acceded to them.

et e e gt o . s et -2

Trit Ny - - . E . - .
territory of a State ovher than the Sbtate whick nas launched the outer space device,
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AUSTPALIA: Draft new azticles to _be inserted after

Article I of US4 text (A/AC.105/C.2/L.8)

WG.11/6)

1h. 1f an international organiz
oune or more of the contracting parties to
members, deposits witn tae Secretary-Cenex
that it accepts and underdalkes to comply with the
Convention, those provislons shall cpnly Vo
like manner os they apply to a State,
construed accordingly.

iB. The contracting parties
endeavours to ensure that any
activitier and of which they are
will make the declaraticn referred to in Article 14,

1C. Where an international org
Atrticle 14, eacch contracting party b

tuent member of that organization undertakes the

ation which conducts space activities and of which
the present Convention are constituent

al of ‘the United Nations a declaration

provisions of the present
that organization in all respects in i

and a reference to a State shall be read and

s

to the present Convention underteke to use their best

international organization which conducts space

constituent members is authorized to make and

enization has made +the declaration referred to in
o the presen* convention which is a consti-

same liability as attaches under

the present convention to that international organization in respect of any A
demage for which the organization is itself liable, !
JAPAN: Amendment to Article Ie.(ii) of USL draft (4/AC.105/C.2/L.8) ;
e, 11/7) k

Insert the Tollowing between

i
©
[

T1i4v on herritox

-1

the word "launching" and the words "or whose

Nyith the permission of the State to which they belong".

UNLTED KINGDCM: Mow Article
(WG,11/8)

In the event that o claim is presented, 1n
Con--ention, S0 noxl wntn one recelving
’ -

+he presenting State chall

ITALY: Peoposal
(VG T1/9,

1. In the case of damage

of absolute

e unecunl

tecting *homselves against

launching cpace d

271 72es

1iability shall epply, cven in the case of force majeure;

V.
]

+ secordance with article Ie(ii) of this |
State, th2 amount of compensation recovered by

no+ in the aggregate exceed the amount recoverable in

=espect ~f the same anmage from any one of the recelving States.

it

caused on the surface of the planet Earth, the principle

(because of

nositions of the victims of the damage, who have no possibility of pro-

ricks resulting from space activities, and aof those

~e

4/4C.105/19
annex [I
page 15

) In the case of damage oceurring in the air (atmosphere of ihe planet Earth) the

principle of ordinary law shall apply that there is no liebility without fault; there

shall however be a rebuttable presumption of fault (bccause of the greater risk

ipvolved in space activities as compared with conventional aviation):
° L

The s 1 1inie of T + - 3 - o+ I
3. e same principie of faul® shouid apnly to lamage -caused vy one space object 1o

another ~ in particular by collision, There should however be a rebuttable presumption

of common fault, (because of the difficulgy of proving which party is at fault)

Proposals and amendmaonts before Working Group

(¥G.21/10)

article on field of appiieation

BELGIUM: 4rticle 1(a)

The fol visions s Yy ] N
The following provisions shall apply to compensation for damage caused to persons

or property by one or more space devicesS .co. .
(4/AC.105/C,2/L.7)
USiss  Article IR

Subject to the provisions of Article ILL, the State

of registry shall be liable

and undertakes to pay compensation for damage on the earth, in air space, or in

outer space caused by the launching of an object into outer space; including any

demage caused by apparatus or equipment used in such launching.
S

(&/AC,105/C.2/L.8)
HUNGALRY s  Article I

i Th risi f this Ag s i
¢ provisions of this Agreement shall apply to compensation for loss of life,

personal injury and damage to property ...
(a) caused by an object launched into outer space;
(b) caused in outer space, in the atmosphere cr on
manned or unmanned space vehicle or any object
or conveyed into outer space in any other way.
2. Liability is also incurred even if, for any reason,
object has not reached outer space.

(A/AC.105/C,2/L.10)

or
the ground by any

after being launched,

the space vehicle or other
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UNITED KINGDOM: Amendment to Article 2 of USA draft

Delete present text and

Substitute the following:
"The State of registry shall be liable and undertekes to pay full compensation,

in accordance with this Convention, for damage on the earth, in air space, or in

outer space which is caused by the launching of an object into outer space, including

any demage caused by apparatus or equipment used in such launching, or which is

caused by any object which has been launched into outer space".

(WG,I1/1)
ITALY:
The provisions of this Convention shall apply to any damage caused on the earth,

in the atmosphere or in outer space by a cosmic (space) vehicle (device) or by

component parts of such vehicle or by objects detached from or launched from such

vehicle.
(¥G,11/2)
CANADA: Amendment to Article 2 of the USA draft

Insert in the third line the word "ell" before the word "damage".

(WG, 11/3)

INDIAs oral
The application of the Convention to the entire surface of the earth, including

the oceans, should be clarified.

LEBANON:
1. The application of the Convention to damage which might not be caused directly

oral

by the space-craft itself. In other words, "indireect damage", for example through

radioactive conteminaetion of the air by nuclear propelled space-craft, should be
clarified.

2, The provisions similar to those in Article III of the draft of Belgium should
be included so that where there is a2 link of causation between such damage and

"the launching motion or descent of all or part of the space device" the Convention
would apply.
3. The pre

in accordance with the national law of the person injured.

sence or absence of a relationship of cause and effect shall be determined

A/AC,105/19
Annex II
page 17

article on exemoticns from provisicns of agreenent

BALGIUk - article 1(a)

—

s 00 X i i ] o i
except waere such dem:ze is caused on the territory cof the State where the
launcining of the device ur device akKes he 3
devices takes place, the State whose flag the device or
devices fly or the Stute or States cleiming ownership or co-ownership cf the device

or devices.,

(a/4C.105/C.2/L.7)

USih - Article V

A State snall nct be liable under this Convention for damage suffered by its

own nationals.,

(4/uC.105/C.2/L.8)

HUNGARY - article IX

3. Provisions of this Agreement shall nct zpply to damage caused on the
territory of toe State liable or in respect of damage suffered by its citizens or

legal entities whether in the territory of that State or abroad.

ITALY - Amendment to iarticle V of USA draft

1. 1 c 1.0 )
The present Convention does not apply to damages caused on the territory

of the State which has launched an outer space device or by the installations for
. . . .

ne launching of such device. (In this case, the legislation of the said State is
aprlicable),

2. T~ . . . .
The present Convention is applicable when damage has been caused on the

t i :
erritory of a State other t.an the State which has launchned the outer space device
(WG .I1/5) .

2HGENTINA, AUSTRIA and CaNADA - oral

| Where damage is caused in a launching St:te to foreign naticnals it should not
0 a conditicn that local remedies should be exiausted before a claim might be

bregented under the Conventicn.

SWEDEN - oral

The Convention should not d eal with the presentation of claims on behalf of
dual naticnals.
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Article on Parties liable

BELGIUM - Article 11
The following snall be held liable for damage within the meaning of article 1

at the choice of the plaintiff, there being no joint liability or solidarity:
the State on whose territory the space device was launched, or
the State whose flag the space device flies, or
the State or States claiming ownership or co-ownership of the space device.
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.7)

USA - irticle IT
Subject to the provisiuns of irticle III, the State of registry shall be

liable ... ¥

article 1 bhat i1 . i

nState of registry" m At 1T accepts and undertakes to comply with the srovisions of the present 1l

N e vonventicn, those provisions shall apply to that organization in all respects i |
ects in

(i) a Contracting Party which, in accordance with procedures
determined by it, has registered an object for launching
into outer space; or
(ii) a Contracting Party which launches or participates in
launching, or whose ﬁatural or juridical persons launch or
participate in launching, or whose facility or territory
is used for launching into outer space an object that is

not registered with another Cort.cacting Party.
(4/AC.105/0.2/L.8)

HULGARY - aArticle VI
1. Liability for d amage shall rest with the State or international organization

which has launched or atvempted to launch the space vehicle or object, or in the

case of a comuon undertaking, with all the States participating in the undertaking,:

UNITED KINGDOM - Amendment to article 2 of USA draft

Delete present text and substitute the following -

"The Stage of registry shall be liable and undertakes tc pay full compensation
in accordance with this Convention, for damage on the earth, in air space, or in )
outer space which is caused by the launching of an object into outer spac;
including any d amage caused by apparatus or equipment used in such launchi;g or
which is caused by any object which has been launched into outer space." (WGjII/l)

LITQm - -t
LUSTEALIA - Draft new articles-to be inserted after Article 1 of USA text

14, TIian in%e i 1 i i
Inernational organization which conducts space activities and of which
one or mcre of ¢ i arti
f the contracting parties to the present Convention are constituent

ber . . .
members, deposits with the Secretary-General of the United Nations a declaration

like manner as nly a 3
1xe manner as they apnly to a State, and a reference to a State shall be read and
construed accordingly.

1B, The >ti i
1 ne contracting parties to the present Convention undertake to use their hest

endeavours to ensure that any intsrnational organization which conducts space
'gcolvities and of which they are constituent members is authorized to make and will
rake the declaration referred tc in Article la.

1. Wuere an international organization has made the declaration referred to in
Arvicle 1A, each contracting party to the present convention whicn is a constituent
meiler of that organization undertakes the same liability as attaches under the
pPresent convention to that internaticnal organization in respect of any damage for
(WG.I1/6)

JAPAN -~ amendment Yo srticle Te.(dii) of USA draft

which the organization is itself liable.

Insert the following between the word "launching" and the words "or whose

or with the State from whose territory or from whose facilities the launching was ; ? facility or territory" - "iith the permission ¢f the State to which th "
made, or with the State which owns or possesses the space vehicle or object causing J TIDITNCDOM i3 £ o
; ot LaNGUM - addition of new article to USha draft (WG.11/7)

the d amege.
2. In case of joint launching or joint possession or cwnership of co—operation,
liability may be laid upcn more than one State or international organization;

their liability towards the damaged State shall be joint. (4/AC.105/C.2/L.10)

In the T o im i
t event thet a claim is presented, in accordance with Article Ie(ii) of
his Con i .
i v , o
ention, to more than one recelving State, tne amount of compensation
v

r . ~ .
& L,\.ll i in & S d n

recoverable i 5]

: inr 5 8

. n respect of “he same damage from any one ¢f the receiving States
(Wz.11/8) ’ ) .

4
j
;
]

S
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CANLDA - oral

1. The Convention should reflect the principle that, if one State in a common

undertaking, resulting in damage, is proceeded against and has to pay compensation,

such State should have a right to seek contribution from the other States involved

in the common undertaking.

2. ihere one such State is proceeded against, the other States in the common

undertaling should be entitled to join in the proceedings.

Article on_liability where more than one party is involved

BELGLUM = Article TIT
The follcwing shall be held liable for damage within the meaning cf Article 1

at the choice of the plaintiff, there being no joint liability or solidarity: ...
(4/AC.105/C.2/L.7)
USh — Article T1

Subject to the provisicns of article II1, the State of registry shall be liable

...‘Zfor the definition of "the State of registry", see para. "e' of Article 17
Arsicle 1V

1. A Cenbracting Party, or an internaticnal organization of which at least one

Contracting Party is e member, which suffers damage as the result of the launching

of an object into outer space, or whose natural or juridical persons suffer such

damage, mey present a claim for compensation to the receiving State. ...

Arvicle L

d. 'Receiving State" means a State of registry from which compensaticn is sought

by a presenting State. (1/4C.105/C.2/L.8)
HUIGARY - Aricle VIT

1- Lizoility for damage shall rest with the State or internaticnal organization

which has launched or attempted to launch the space veshicle or object, or in the

case of a ccmmen undervaking, with all the States participating in tihe undertaking,

or with the State from vhose territory or from whose facilities the launching was
- made. or with the State which owns or pussesses the space vehicle or object
causing the danage.

2. In case of joint launching or joint possession or ownership or co-operation,

1iability may be laid upon more than one Stste or intsrnaticnal organization; theil

(A/AC.105/C.2/1..10)

liability towards the damaged State shall be joint.
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Proposed new article on precautionary measures

JAPAN

In order to minimize damage on land or sea, the State of registry or
international organization responsible for launching should make every effort to
ensure -

(a) that the objects launched, other than manned space vehicles,

be equipped with such devices as to enable those objects to make a

soft landing, or

(b) that thoss cbjects be made of such materials as those which

could be burnt up cempletely before their landing on earth or
water,

(WG I1/4)

Article on system of 1lability and
exoneration from liability
{(WG.II/10/add.1)

USA - Article III (1) and (2)
l.

The liability referred to in Article II shall be absolute; however, gross
negligence on the part of the presenting State or persons whom it represents
shall, as appropriate, diminish or expunge any obligation to pay compensation.
2. If objects launched into outer space collide, there shall be no liability
as between States of registry or internaticnal organizations involved in the

launching of such objects. (A/AC.IOS/C.2/L.8)
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HUNGARY — Article [I11

“henever aamage is done to a space vehlcle or object or its crew in outer

space, tae launching State will have no ciaim except in cases provided for in
articles IV and V belcw.

Article IV
damage caused directly or

Tae State shall assume full liability fer

indireotly on tie ground, in the atmosphere oOr in outer space, 1f the Btate is

exercising an unlawful activity 1n outer sipace or the space vehicle or objeoct
has been launched for unlawiul purposes.
article V
If the dauaged State proauces eviuwence tnat damage nas been caused in ;

the latter shall be liable

4 3

outer space because of the fault of anciner State,
for tals aamage.
Article VI

If the Gauase nas occurred anm tae ground or in the atmosphere, exemption

fro. liability may be zranted only insofar as the State liable produces

evivence that the demage nas resulted from the natural aisaster or from a -

wilful act or from gross negligence of the State suffering the damayge.

(4/4C.105/C.2/1.10) |

ITALY

1. In the case of damage.caused on the surface of the planet Earth, the !

principle of absolute liability shall apply, even in the case of force majeuvre;

(because of the unegual positions of the victims of the damage, who have no
possibility or protecting themsslves against risks resulting from space *
activities, and of tuose launching srace dlevices);

2 In the case of damage occurring in the alr (atmospaere of the planet Earth

tne principle of ordinary law shail apply taat taere is no liability withcut

fault; tacre shall nowever be a rebuttable presunption of fault (because of th

greater risk involved in spaos activities as coupared with conventional
aviation);

3 The same principle of fault should arply to damage caused by one space
object to another - in particular by collision. There should however be a
rebutteble presunption of common Tault, (vecause of tne difficulty of proving

which party is at fault).  (WG.II/Y)
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CANADA - oral
B faars ~ : .o
1. The Convention should provide for exoneration from liability only where
- g - B! s ; - a. ; .
an injured party had wilfully and recklessly exposed himself to dangers of which
e was warned and which he could have avoided.
2. As regards collisions between space objects, wherever such a collision

mi_ht occur, there shoula be no liability as between the launching staies.

Tnie rule should however only apply wiere tnere is an absence of reckless orp
wilful conduct on the part of the lauacnin. states involved.

2, The Convention should provitle taat where a launching State seecks to rely

on en exoneration from liability, then the burden of proof in that regard shoula

rest upon the launching State.

I%DIA and UAl - oral

here should Dbe ! +tiong - e Brincs
There should be nec exceptions to the principle of absolute ligbility for

demage caused by space objects.

X Article on law to determine tue relationship
of cause and eflfect between damage and outer space activities

BILGIUM ~ drticle IIX

fl;qe coouTTen (o ) 4 s 1 .
ccurrence ol the event causing tne damage shall erntail an obligation

“o dve conpensation cnce proof has been given that taere is a relationship of
cauns and effect between the damage, on the one nand, anu the launcining, motion
or descent 0f all or part of the space device, on the other nand.

“he precence or absence of a relationship of cause anu effect shall be
weeruined in accordance with the naticnal law of the person injured.
(£/4C.205/C.2/1.7)

ARGEATINA o3d PRANCE - oral
Ine law which should govern the gquestion should be the law of the place

occurred.

Article on limitation of liability
in _amount

% A R s L . P . :
e ext.nt of the obligation to give compensation shall be determined

Liacroriance with the provisions of the ordinary law of the country of the

Pirsor injured.

(1/:0.105/6.2/1.7)
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or international organizations and on :

behalf of natural or Juridical ;"iﬁ ‘ 1

UNITED STATES — Article IX . 7
. she. t excee e |
The liability of the State of registry sh 11 no — |

with respect to each launching.

(A/4C.105/C.2/1.8)
HUNGARY - Article IT (1)
1. Liability of the State shall not exceed sieernionceae

UNITED STATES - Article IV (1)

1. A Contracting Party, or an international organization of which at

least one Contracting Party is a member, which suffers damage as the

;
(A/AC.lOS/C-Z/L-lo) result of the launching of an object inte outer space,; or whose natural X ]
Article on payment ot compensation or juridical persons suffer damage, may present a claim for compensation ‘ﬂf ' 1
: tible currency o
=it convertl to the Receiving State., A Contracting Farty maey also present the claims k ‘
7D STATRES - ticle VIII ] N, - o e . s N :
UNIT=D STaTES al . a1l be made in a ourrency convertible readily ‘ ft. of dual nationals or stateless persons permanently residing in its b
) T S 3 1on sha o ) . . ~ ... .
Payment of compensa ‘_ aoy of the presenting State or commonly {;\’ territory. However, a claim of any individual claimant may not be pre-
— y into the curre i
and without loss of value 1n ol sented b th e O ; ings P
d by the presenting international organization. i% senee v more o one bontracting Farty.
used by / P/ ., A (4/ec.105/0.2/1.8) ‘
(A/‘A'C'lo5 Cc.2/L. , 1 ARY . B ; 3
UNITED KINGDOHM: Ameniment tu srticle VIIT USA draft Conventien HUNGARY - Article IX i
=== (AZAC-105/0°2/L‘8) {te 1. A claim for damage may be made by a State in whose territory damage if.
i has occurred or in respect of damage suifered by its citi legal
Delete the present text and p ) ered by i zens cr lega b
ettt ) K e : R ; £ . ot . ] it
Subs bitute the following: . 3 entities whether in the territory of that State or abroad. ; ‘;
"Payment of compensation shall be made in the currency of the Presenting B 2. No claim shall be presented by virtue of this Agreement by any Staic 4 1Y
. . : : ani ion". H . | 3
Stgte or in a currency acceptable to the presenting international organizati 3 not covered by the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article. g
a !

(4/4C.105/¢.2/1.10)
SWEDEN: oral

Amendment to United States Draft - Article IV (1) B

There was a Swedish proposal: (i) to delete the words "of which at least ¥ (
one Contracting Party is a member" and to substitute therefor the words "to ¥§ f
which the Convention is applicable"; (ii) to include in the case of an inter-

national organization; a reference to its employces, and (iii) to delete the

Telerence to "dual nationals'.
Article on joinder of actions

BELGIUM - Article V (1)

R R TR T T

There shall be Joinder of actions when there is more than onc plaintiff in

i Tespect of damage due to one and the same event or when morc than one Stats

s liable if more than one space d¢vice was responsible for the damage. .

i |
(A/Ac.los/c.z/L.7) ; |




, 8
A/4C.105/19 ‘
Annex II

e
page 26 4 -t

Article on prescntation of claims for compensation through

the diplomatic channel

BELGIUM — Article V

(a) Within twelve months of the occurrence of the damage, the plaintiff State
shall submit, through the diplomatic channcl, to the State considered liable
under article 1 all claims for compensation relating to the State itself or
to its nationals or residents.

(4/AC.105/C.2/L.7)

UNITED STLTES - Article IV

2. The claim shall be presented through the diplomatic channel. A State

may request a third State to present its claim and otherwise to represent T{lg
its interests in the event that it does not maintain diplomatic relations

with the receivin; State.

(4/4C.105/C.2/L.8)
HUNGARY ~ Article XI

The claim shall be presented through diplomatic channels. The damaged
State may request a third State to represent its interests in the event
it has no diplomatic relations with the State liable.

(A/4C.105/C.2/L.10)

Article on time-limits for presentation

of claims e

BILGIUM ~ Article V

(a) Within twelve months of the occurrence of the damage, the plaintiff State'%—
shall submit ... all claims for compensation...

(A/4C.105/C.2/L.7)

ULITED STATES — article IV

3. A claim must bs presented within onc year of the date on which the

accident occurred.
(4/4€.105/C.2/L1.8)
HUNGARY - Article X

A claim must be presented within one year of the date of occurrence of

the damage. f

(4/4C.105/C.2/L.10)
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JAPAN: WG.II/17

Replace para. 3, Article IV of the US4 draft by the followings

"3. A claim must be presented within .... year (years) of the date
on which the State of registry or the international organization
responsible for the launching has been identified and the State
which suffers dama_e or Juridical persons suffer damage has

knowledge or ought reasonably to have knowledge of such damage."

Article on pursuit of remecdies available

in State liable or under other

internationzl agreements
UNITED STATES - Article VI
l‘

The presentation of a claim shall not require exhaustion of any

remedies in the receiving State which may otherwise exist.
2. Any claim presented in conformity with the provisions of this
Convention shall exclude pursuit by the presenting State or any natural

or juridical persons whom it represents of any remedies which might other-

wise be available in the receiving State or under the terms of any other

international agrecment.
(4/AC.105/C.2/L1.8)

UNITED KINGDOM: Amendment to Article VI, para. 2, of USA Draft

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.8)

Delete present text and

Substitute the following

"If, however, the presenting State, or any natural or juridical
person whom it represents, elects to pursue a claim in the
administrative agencies or the Courts of the receiving State,

it shall not at the same time present under this Convention a

claim arising out of the same damage."
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srsndnent to sustralion proposal (WG.IT/6)
(Ve.I11/12)

Replace the text of la by the following text:

IT.LY:

Li. If an international organization which conducts space activities deposits with

the Secretary-General of the United Nations a declaration that it accepts and
undertskes to comply with the obligations of the present Convention, the provisions
relating to those oblizations shall apply to that organization in all respects in

like monner as they cpply to a State,
SWADEN: Working draft on the liability of international organizations to be

ritted into the USA text.
(WG.1I/13)

1. I7 an international orzanization transmits to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations a declaration that it accepts the provisions of the present
Convention, all the ,rovisions, except articles X, XIII, XIV and XV shall apply to
the organization as they apply to a Contracting Party.

irticle V shall be taken to mean that an international organization shall not :
be liable‘under this Convention for damage suffered by its own employees. Disputes 3
arigsing from the interpretation or anplication of this Convention, and in which an
inter:.ational organization is involved, shall be settled, at the request of any

party to the dispute, by the procedure prescribed in Artiele VII. The application

of ths Convention to an international organization is conditional upon the entry
into force of the Convention in accordance with article XV.

2 'he Contracting Parties to the present Convention undertake to use their best

endecvcurs to ensure that any international organization which conducts space
activisics end of which they are comstituent members is authorized to make and will 
nalie the declaration referred tc in article I. .ZEf provision for subsidiary
liability of members of internmational organizations is deemed indispensable with
reczard tc space activities, a clause alonz the following lines is submitted£7

3. The declaration referred to in article I shall contain a statement that the
constisuznt members of the international organization have undertaken to be jointly
resHonsivle for the payment of any compensation due from the organization under the
present Convention, should the organization itself have failed to pay tnat
compensation within X months from the date on which the amount of such compensation

was agreed upon or otherwise established. The declaration shall also indicdate in i

which proporbion the liability thus undertaken by each of the constituent members

o7 tke organization will be borne by them.
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W ITED KINGDOM: Amendment to article VIII USA draft Convention

(WG.II/14)
Delets present text and
Substituse the following:

(4/4C.105/C.2/L.8)

"Payment of compensation shall be made in the currency of the Presenting
State or in a currsncy acceptable to the presenting international organization."

T g s amendment to article VI : : '
: , _paragraph 2, ' : ;
fioadnon ZTap of B4 draft (4/.C.105/C.2/L.8)

Delete present text and
Substitute the following
"If, however, the presenting State, or any natural or Juridical person whom

it represents, elects to pursue a claim in the administrative agencies or the

Courts of the receiving State, it shall not at the same time present under this
Convention a claim arising out of the same damage "

JaPiN:  Proposal

(WG.II/16)
#4dd the following after paragraph 2, article VII of US.i draft (4/4C.105/C.2/1.8)
n
It shall also determine how the costs and expenses shall be divided between

t' e : . .
he parties to the dispute, failing agreement by the parties on thizsmatter."

JaPaN:  Amendment to baragraph 3 of Arti '
article T ‘ )
mendnont grap e IV of WS4 draft (u/AC,105/C.2/L.8)
Replace paragraph 3 of article IV by the following:
"3. A claim must be presented Withill sesseeeeecessss year (years) of the

date :
ate on which the State of registry or the international organization responsible

for the launching has been identified and the State which suffers damage or
Juridical persons suffer damage has knowledge or ought reasonably to have
knowledge of such damage."

|
1
]
'
i
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CORRIGENDUM

o

Page 3, paragraph 10, third line:
Replace the word "Australia" by "Austria"
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