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v*   meetings on iiabili+v for damage. This pqttefﬁ would be followed for a further six

=f{' meetings. After this there would be a general aebate in plenary session on Item 4,

1f?A/Ac 1ﬁ5/37

fOrganization of work fw L BV

5. The Sub-Committee decided to organlze its work in the follow1ng manner- }-- -
Items 2 and 3 would first be dlqnussed by the Sub-Commit“ee in plenary session.

‘Two working groups of the whole would then be established - one-for the- draft

agreement on assistance-and return (WG.I) and the other for the draft agreement on

liability for damage (WG.II). The first three meetings thereafter would be devoted to

the draft agreement on assistance and return and thereafter there would be three

during which delegates would. bear in mind that certain matters might have to be
referred to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. After the consideration of
agenda Item 4, the Sub-Committee would revert to agenda Items 2 and 3 altern;tlvelf

in the dork;ng Groups.

6. The Sub-Committee concluded its work on 14 Julv 1967 by adopting the present>
report. A list of the Representatives of States Members of the Sub—Committee attendlng
the Session, of the Observers for Specialized Agencies and of the Secretarldt of the
Sub-Committee is appended to the present report as Annex IV. '

I. Assistance to and return of astronauts and space vehicles

7.  The Sub-Committee had before it three proposals submitted under this item: a
revised draft agreement on the rescue of astronauts in the event of accident or
emergency landing, submitted by the U.S.S.R. (4/AC.105/C.2/L.18), a draft international
agreemént on assistance to 2nd return of astronauts and objects launched into outer
space, submitted by the United States (A/AC.105/C.2/1.9) ard a revised proposal on
assistance to and return of astronanis and space objects submitted jointly by
Australia and Fanadq (A/AC 105/c.2 u.ZQ)~ The proposals submitted by the U.S.é.ﬁ. | FE

and by Australia and Canada replaced respectively their previous proposals submitted

at the Sub-Commit'ee's third session in 194%4. The United States, while maintaining

its proposal submitted at the Sub-Committee's third session in 1964, replaced the i
second sentence of article 2 (1) with the text submitted by it in 19‘5 (WG. I/35)

concerning assistance outside the territory of any State.




Argentlna (A/AC 105/C 2/L 23),.'a draft text of artlcle b ooncernlng notlflcatlon

ilO.” These proposals and amendments together Wluh the oomparatlve table and'other
fdoouments (WG 1/38 ‘and: 39) are reproduced in amnex I to'the present report

ill. As a result of the oon31derat10n of the three proposals and. the amendmen
submltted, the Sub-Commlttee reached agreement on the follow1ng artioles of the}
~~agreement

‘ (l) Artlcle I —»thlflcatlon of Acc1dent

Ebch Contracting Party whleh recelves 1nformat10n or dlscovers that persvnnel

‘of:a spaceoraft hav 'suffered acoldent or are exper1enc1ng conditlons Jf d,s T SS

Tor have made ' landlngwln‘an emergency [fr by - mlstak_7* 1n terrltory andermlt

Jurlsdlctlon orqon the hlgh eeas,or in any other place not under,the Jurlsdlct
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(a) shall do its utmost to notlfv immediately the launching State;¥*¥
(b) shall immediately notify the Secretary-Ceneral of the United.
Nations who should dlssemlnate the information wlthout delay

uhrough all appronrlaue means at his dlsposal

( e e

#* The possibility of 1nhlud1ng "or by nistake", after the word "emergency", has been
deferred for furtner consideration. : ‘

#% (1) The question whether the expression "Launching State" or some sther expression,
as for example nState of Registry" or "State which announced the launrhlng" should

"be used has been deferred for further consideration.
(ii) No -agreement was reached on the gquestion of the inclusion of the words - t
"oy international organizations™ in thls provision. This question was deferred e

! for further non31deratlon,

(2) Article 2 - A331st4nﬂe 1n the Terrltory of a bontracting Parfv

| (1) 1f personnel of a spacecraft, who have suffered accident or are experlenc1ng ¥
conditions of distress or have made a landing in an emergency [br by m1staké7* ar ‘i; ¢
in territory under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party, that Contractlng Party

shall immediately take all possible steps to rescue the personnel and to render o

them all necessary assistance. It shall keep the Launching State ** and the Secretary— ¥

General of the United Nations informed of the steps it is taking and of their result. *f I

(2) eeereieneaee , ‘ . . | S
_ . . : - , :

| S | D ¢

* The possibility of including "or by mistake", after the word "emergency", has . b«

\been deferred for further consideration. ' ¥ -
*%  The questlon whether the expression ",aunching State" or sone nther expresslon, ' I
as for example "State of Registry" or "State which announsed the launching", should -

be used has been deferred for further consideration. The question whether the- | S
expression to be used should also include international organizations has been i .

likewise deferred.
II. Lisbility for damage caused by the launching of objects into outer space -

(o]

12. The Sub-Committee had befare it three draft ronventions concerning liability

i

for damage caused by the launching of objects into outer space:. a revised draft -

Convention subnltted by the delegation of Belglum (8/AC.105/5.2/L.7/Rev.3); a draft :
Convention sulmitted by the delegation of the United States (a/AC.105/C. 2/1..19) in.plece § c
of its previous draft Convention' A/A .105/¢C. 2/L 8/Rev 3); and a draft Convention

S e TS
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subwitted to the Sub-Commitiee at ita fourth session (A/AC.I?S/C.2/L.lﬁ/Rev.l), as
emended at the nresent session’ (A/AC.1°5/0.2/1.2/ and Add.1), by the delegation of

Hrngary. Tn the eourse of the Sub-Committee's discussion on the three texts a

provisal with resvect to the definition of the term "space vehicle" was made by the

o)
G

£ odrgentina (8/40.105/0.2/1.22). A propssal was alse made by the.

delegation of Armentine in regard t> the nrocedures for the seftlement of clains for
compensation under the “onventian (A/AC.IOS/C.Z/Z.ZS). Proposals with respect to the
detinition of the tern "damege" were submitted by the delegation of India (A/AC.105/C.2/
L.26) and by the delegation »f Canada (8/46.105/2.2/1.27). '

13.  Av the reguest ~f the Sub~lommittee, a comparative table (A/&C.IDS/C.2/W.2/ReV.4)

nf the provigisas econtained in the three draft Conventions was prepared bv the -

1L, The three draft Conventiong were cnneidered in Working Troup 11 aof the Sub-Committee.,
15, In the course oFf +he discussion of the three texts in the Working Groun certain
ferther pronosals were mads, The delegation nf P~land propcosed the inelusion, in
article VII of the Hungarian draft, of vrovisiong eoncerning the application of the
Convention {2 international srganizationg whiesh engage in activities in outer space
(MG.I1/37).  The delepation ~f the United Kingdom provosed an amendment *o paragraph 3
of article V 5f the United States draft, con-erning the liability of States which are
merbers of international crganizations and also Contracting Parties tn the Convention
(We.3I/38), " the question ~f the liebility of States and/or international
organizationg participating in joint spzce activities, provssals were nade by the
delegations of Argentina and Tvaly (¥2.11/39) arg by the delegation of France (WG,I11/43),

Italy svbmitted certain provosals on the question »f Definitions,

Field of fpoli-ation, and ‘he Hatnre of Liability (WG.II/42).
1

. PR /. P ) - . ‘
Propnsals and dceiments {U20TT/31 and Lborr.l, 32, BB/Rev.L, 34 and Add.1, 35, 36, 40,

4loend £24d.1, and 42) are reproduced in Annex IT 55 the present raporh.

[

- These proposals snd anendments together with the ~omparative table and other

17, The Sub-Corrittes registered sgreement on the prints set out below:

Text Irovisionally spreed Upon

Mamaze” seane 18g5s 4 life, nersonal injury nr other impairment of health,
or damage o property of States or »f their persons, natural or Juridical, or af
nternational sreanizationg, : ’

e e it o et o o
’

reached on the inelusion of indirect damage and delayed damage in

I

% o . .
Mo agree ;
the definition,
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Points on waich zgrasment was reached

The tern "launching” should include "attempted launching".

In defining the term "Launching State" the following elements should be
included:¥

LJ-

1. the Statc which launches nr attempts to launch Lhe space object or
the space devie : :

02

. ths State from whose territory the space object or ‘the space dev1ce
~was launched.

W

the State from vhose facility +he space object nr space device was
launched, '

* The question whether the State referred > in (2) and (3) above should be
- liable primarily. cr only geﬂonderily (if the State referred to in (1)
above nannnt be identified) was left for further consideration.

zFleld ﬂf appllﬂat1~u~

P01nus an. vhish avrecmev was reacqed

A. The nrov:s*on_.wi this Cenventlon shall not apply to damages sustained\by:*'

(a)_Nleonalu of the Launching State;

- (b),wﬂro~31 nntvﬂnqu in the irmediate vicinity of a planned launching
| OT TBCOVSIY area a; the result of an 1nv1ta+10n by the Launchlng State.

I

* No agreemsnt was »eached on whether the Convention should apply to damages
sustained by: ; ' ‘

(a) Peregons who are mermanent r851dents but not nationals of the
AADE"IP“nL (Pr:senulnﬁ\ State;

ﬂ(b) A Upacerrqf+ and its personnel darlng launﬂhlng, tran91t or descent.

B. The I Launching (L “Oﬁnr'uf) State should be absnlutely llable to pay
compensation for 2

TAE ey

Rt oﬁused on the surface of the Farth and to aircraft in flight.*

* No agreecment was uched wlether the Launr*hlnb (Respondent) State should, on proof
ia to bay compensation for damage raused to space obJects which

i‘ace of the Farth.

was re
of fault, be l_ l
have left th:

Liability of Tnfternational Organizations

Pﬁlﬂts/on vhich provieional agreement was reached - o T 5

Interraulo al nrganizations that launch sbjects intn outer space should be liable £§

~

under the Chnvention Fir ‘dzmage caused by sich activities.*
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# Ho agreemen’, was reached on the question whether the liability of the States
members of the internaticnal organizatior that are pariies ts the liability
conven®tionn:

and avise only in the event of default by the
. lhu@f”itleﬁl argenizetion, or

(b) should arise a® the same time as the liability of the international
n £io ‘

Nor was agreemnent resched on the guestisn ~f the rights »f internaiional 9rganlzatlon<
ander the Conventisn, This problen requires farther cons ideratlnn.
Time Limits for»PloseJLatiﬁn of Olaims
Points on wiich sgreement was reached
1. .A_CWﬂlm nay be presented not later then One\year following the date of the

seeurrence oFf the ace 1dpvt a1 bhe identification »f +he party that is liable.-
2. If the Aoplicant (Presenﬁinﬁ) (claimant) State does nob know nf +he facts
giving rise %> the nlein within the aforementioned ~ne-year periocd, it may present

2 clain vithin sne year Irllowing the date on which it learned »f the facts; however,

this perind shall in no even' ex-eed e year 1lowing the da+e on whierh the Abpllcant
(Prcseur1n+»(r siment) State could r eaznnably be expected > have learned of the

facts chrougn the exercise of due diligence.

3.  The above-nentisned time limits shall apply even if the full extent of the

damage may mot be known.  Tn this vanu, hﬁwewer, Tne Applicant (Presenting) ( almant)

ot
;.4.

State sholl be entitled 1o revise itz clain and submlt additional dacumentatian beyond
the above-mentioned time limits until »ne Jeer after the full extent »f sush damage
is known.,

Pregentatinn of Tlaime

Points on which asreenent wasn reached

1. 4 cleim may be presented by the Applicant (Presenting) (claimant) State through

uhh diplomatic ¢

Presentatiﬂn i a cleinm vnder the Conventisn shall not require the »nrior

ct

exianstion of any local remedics that may be available in he Launching (Respondent)

<. In the evern® the fpplicant (Presenting z) (claimant) State dres not have diplomatic
St

se Leunching (Respondent) State, the former nay request a third State

£y present 1g claim and otherwise represent ifts interests.




A/AC.105/37
page 8

Arbitration in the event of dispute

Points on.which agreemeni was reached

If a clain presented under the Convention is not settled within six months
fron the date on which the Applicant (Presenting) (claimant) State completes its
documentation, the Applicant (Presenting) (claimant) State may refer the matter to
an arbitral commission. ' .

ITI. Questions relative t3 (a) the definition of suter space and
_(b) the utilization of ocuter space and celestial bedies, including -
tlie various implications of space comrminications.

18. During the general discussinon of agenda item 4, the representative of France
subnitted a propﬂsaL which is reproduced in Annex IIT to the present report. After

this dlscass1on, the Legal Sub-Cormittee adopted the following Questionnaire and

requested the Chairman to fransmit it t» the.Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee:

QUESTIMINAIRE.

The Legal Sub-Comnittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space,

De81r1ng,to‘obtaln-the.uenhnlaal and scientific documentation it needs to
undertake. the study requeéted of 1t conceining guestions relative to the definition
of auter space and its peaceful uses,.

. Referring to the programme of work qf ‘the Committee 2n. Outer Space (ddcument
A/Ac.los/CRP;l(IX)) adopted by the Committee at its meeting of 17 April 1967, and

in particular to paragraph III (V) thereof-felafing to the study of the technical
‘aspects of the legal subjects referred to in resnlution 2222 (XXI),

- Invites thé uolenm.flr and Technical Sub-Cormittees ) ‘ . \
I. (a) to draw up a list ~f scientifi- criteria that oould be helpful to the Legal
Sub-Cormittee in its study relative to a definition of outer space,

(b) to give its views on the selection of scientific and technical criteria that
might be adopted by the Legal Sub-Committee, and to indi~ate, »n scientifis and
technical grounds,\the advantages.and disadvantages »f each of them‘in.relation to the
possibility of a deflnlul)ﬂ which would be valid for the long-term future,
1T (a) toconsider the summary records of the 80th to 83rd meetings »f the Legal
Sub-Cormittee, at which these nmatters were initially discussed, and to take into
account the asﬁumptions, suggestions and questions. V“lﬁed by the various delegatlons,

(b) to examine the above matters during its 1957 session so as tn enable the

—_——

Legal Sub- Commlttee to continue its work at . its next session.

19. A proposal submitted by the representative of Italy under agenda item 4 is

also reprnduced in Annex IIT to the present report.




AMEX T

* Proposals, amendments and other:documents
relating to assistance to and return of
astronauts and space vehicles

USSR: Revised Draft (A/AC.105/C.2/L.18%)

ACREENENT
OW THE RESCUE OF%ASTRONAUTS I THE EVENT CF
ACCIDENT OR EMERGENCY IANDING

The Cohtracting Parties, .
Noting the great importance of the Treaty on Principles Governing the
~ Activities of States in thé>Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon:

and>0ther Celestidl Bodies, which enunciated the principle of rendering all possible

assistance to astronauts in the event of accident, distress c¢r emergency landiﬁg
Desiring to develop'and give concrete expression to that principle,
. Prompted by sentiments of»humaniﬁy;J
Have agréed oﬁ the following:
| Artlcle 1 .
. ,Each Contracting Farty whlch recelves information or discovers that per sonnéf
‘of a spacecraft of another State huve suffered accident or are experiencing |
condltlonsvof Gistress or have made an emergency landlng in territory under its
jurisdiction or on the high seas. or in. any other place not under the Jurlsdlction
of any. State:
(a) shall do its utmost to notlfy w1thout delay the State which announced
that it had launched the spacecraft concerned;
(b) shall immediately notify thé"Secfé%ary-General of the United Nations;
(c) shall 1nmed1ately make a public announcement by radio or through other B

o ) b s

means of commmicetion at its dlsposal.

* Reissued for technical reasons.
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irticle 2

If, owing to accident, distress or emergency landing, astronauts have appeared

in territory under the jurisdiction of one of the Contracting Parties, this
Contracting Farty shall immediately take all possible steps to rescue tie astronaut
and to render them the necessafy aid. It shall inform the State which announced
that it had leunched the spacecrafi concerned, and also the Secretary-General of the. d
United Nations, ~f the steps it is taking of their result.
Article 3
Each Contracting Paffy shall extend every assistance to another Party to this
igreement which has requested its aid for the purpose of ensuring the speediest
possible discovery and rescue of astronauts in the event of accident, distress or
emergency landing, Such assistance may include permission to the State vhich
announced the launching of the spacecraft to carry out with the use of the nccessary
means and the personnel to operate them, the search for and rescue of the astronauts
who have landed in the territory of that Contracting Party.
Article 4
If infornction is received or it is discovered that astronauts have alighted,
owing to accident or distress, on the high seas or in any other place not under the
jurisdiction of any State, those Contracting Parties which are in a position to do so
shall extend assistonce to the State which cnnounced that it hed launched the space=-
craft concerncd, in carrying out scarch ocnd rescue operations for the aestronautse.
' Article 5
The expenses incurred by o Contracting Party in meeting the requests for assis—
tance made b the State which cnnounced thet it hod launched the spacecraft concerned .
shall be reimbursed hy that State.
irticle 6
1. This Agrecment shall be omen to all States for signature. Any State which does.
not sign this Agrecement before its entry into force in accorcance with para;reph 3 of
this article may accede to it at any time.
2., This Agrecment shall be subject to ratification by signatory Statess Instruments
of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments
OF o o o o o © & 4 8 & v o o s o b 2 v ¥ 4 s 2 s s s s e s s s s e e e v

which are hereby Cesignated the Depositary Govermments.



3; ThlS Agreement shall enter 1nto force upon- the dep031t of 1nstruments of
ratification by five Governments 1ncludlng the Governments de31gnated as Dep051tdry
Governments under this lgreement.
L. For States whose:instruments of ratification or accession are dep031ted‘éuﬁ
sequent: to the entry into force of this Agreement, it shall enter into force:onit
date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.. ,’
5, The Depositary-Governments shall promptly inform all s1gnatory and accedlng
States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each 1nstrument:of
" ratification of and. acecession to this Agreement, the date of its entry into force an
‘other notices. , 5
6., This Agreement shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to:-
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.
‘ drticle 7 L
Any State Party to the lgreement may propose amendments to this Agreement.:,f
Amendments. shall -enter into force for each State Party to the Agreement acgepo&ng tﬁe
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties.to thgfﬁg;eemén
and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Agreement on the.date of
acceptance by it N
article 8 -

This Agreement, of which the Russian, English, French, Spanish and Chinesextexf

are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the depositary
Governments. ' Duly ‘certified copies of this fLgreement shall be transmitted by the'
Depositary. Governments to the Governments-of the signatory and acceding Statese
IV WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed thistgreementm. 

DONE in conles at

UNITED STATES: PR 0POSAL (A/Ac.los/c.z/L.9),

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT ON
ASSISTANCE TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND
~ ODJECTS IAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE

The Contracting Parties,

~ Recognizing the common interestﬁdf"ﬁéﬁkind in furthering the peaceful uses of
outer space, “: f | | - - | B L
Recalllngwthe Decl“rutlon of Legal Principles Governlng the Act1v1t1es of
States in the Elxploratlon and Use of Outer Space, acopted by the General Assemoly
on 31 December 1963, as resolution 1962 (XVIII),
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Aniiex

Consider’ns that the personnel of stacecrait may from time-to &

|

sunject of cceilent or axperience conditions of dlstress,
Conside~ing that there may occw: landings of objects launched into outer srpace
a) i & bbb/
and their nersonnel in the case of manncd snacecraft, by reason of accident,

o

distress or nisteke,
L

Wishing to do their utmost to cssist the personnel of spacecraft in such cases

"and to providec for the return of objects launched into outer space, and

Believing that in such circumstances the action of States should be governed

by common hwmanitarizn concern and with due regard for scientific needs, Agree as
e b

follows:

article 1 )
1. 4 Contracting Party which discovers that the personnel of a spacecraft have :
met with accident or arc experiencing conditions of distress, or have made an
emergenecy landing, shall notify without delay the State of registry or international
organization responsible for launching, or the Secretary-General of the United Hations. -
2+ A Contracting Party which discovers that an object launched into outer
space or parts thereof have returned to Earth shall notify without delay the State
of registry or international organization responsible for launching, or the Secretary=- 1
General of the United Nations.
Article 2
1. Unlese otherwise requcsted b7 the State of registry or international
organization resnonsible for launching, each Contracting Farty shall talke all
possible steps to assist or rescue mromptly the personnel of spacecraft who are
the subject of accident or experience conditions of distress or who may nake
emergency londings Dy reason of accident, distress, or mistake.
| 2. Pach Contracting Party shall permit, subject toc control.by its own
authorities, the authorities of the State of rugistry or international organization
responsible for launching to vrovide neasures of assistance as may be necessitated
by the circumstonces, |
article 3 !

1. 4 Contracting Party shall return the personnel of a spacecraft who have

made an emergency landing by reason of accident, distress or mistake nromptly and’

safely to the State of registry or international organization responsiblc for

launching .
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2. Upon reduest by the State of registry or international organization
responsible for leunching, a Contracting Party shall return to that State or
international organizotion an object launched into outer space or parts thereof
that have returned to Zarth. Such State or international orgenization shall,

upon request, furnish identifying data.

iny dispute arising from the interpretation or application of this .igreement
may be referred by any Contracting Party thereto to the International Court of
Justice for decisions
drticle 5
& Contracting Forty may propose amendments to this Agreement.  Amendments shall
come into force for each Contraecting Party nccerting the amendments on acceptance
by & majority of the Contracting Parties and theresfter for each remaining Ceontraeting
Party on acceptance by it.
Article &
Any Contracting Party may give notice of its withdrawal from this Agreement
two vears altc s cntry 1ﬂto force by written notification to the Secroctary-~Gencral
of the United Laulons, Such withdrawul shall take cffect one year from the date
of receipt by the Sccretary—Gencral of the notification.

Article 7

5
T

T

This dgreement shall be open for signature by Stotes Members of the United
Hations or of any of the specizlized agencies or Farties to the Statute of the
International Covrt of Justice, and by any other State dnvited by the General
Assembly of the United Hations to become a party. anv such Statc which does not

sign this dgreement nay accede to it at any time.
Article &
This ligrecment shall be subject to ratification or a proval by signatory Statess

Tnstruments of vatification or approval end instrumenis of accession shall be

=1

deposited with the Secratary-General of the United Hations
¥ ]
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article ©

This igreement shell enter Wpto force upon the deposit of the second inétrument
of ratification, u,aLowal or acceesion. It sholl enter into force as to a State -
retifying, aporov1nf, or acced*nd thereaftor upon decosit of its instrument of

ratification, annroval, or acéessio

'_S

Article"lO
The Secretory-Gencrol of the United Tations sholl inform all States referred to
in Artlcle 7 of sig h&ﬁurC°, deposits of insStrments of ratification, approval, or
accession tnc cate of cnurv irto force of this iAgrcement, proposals for ”mcncmcnt,
notifications of ccceptances of amendments, anc notices of withdrawal.
srbicle 13
" The or:x.g:.nr.~ of this dnreomcnt of which the Chinese, English,'Freﬁéh,.Russian
and Span “ﬂ tests ore equally authentic, shell be depdsitéd with'the‘Secretdry—
General of the United Hations, who sholl send certified copics thereof to o1l States
referred to in Jdrticle 7. ' o
In w1tneus vhereof thb uncor51~ncd jéing duly outhorized, hove signec this

\oreoment.

Dcne at 7 this

oy of e . 106

UNITED STATES: IROPCSAL (WG.I/35) e

article 4

Assistonee outside the territory of o Contraocting Porty

If informdtion is received or it is discovered that personncl of o spacecroft
hove suffered cccident, arc in distress, or hove mode an emergency landing, on the .4
? b4 o

high seas or in ony other place not under. the jurisiiction of ony Stote, ond the

Ldtrdching State is not in o position immedictely to undertake effective scarch

and rescus-operations, .such operations sholl be conducted, in close and continuing

il P i

co~operation uith the Lamncning State, by those Contraeting Parties which are:in-a
position to do so. The operations shell be concucted ih o monner designed to

cssure speedy rescue ond toking cccount of recuests and tcchnl 2l advice from the

State which announced the launching .

* This text rcploces the second sentence of parcgraph 1 of Article 2 of the USL
draft (L/0C.105/Ca2/1.9).
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e Jsed Australion - Canadian proposal on assistence to and return of Astronauts
'ace Objects. submitted as a Working Paper /AC 105/C+2/Le20) - S

The Contracting Parties,
Recogglalng the common interest of all mankind in the progress of the/

loration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, _ ,
Desiring to promote the further development of international co-operation in: -

exploration and use of outer space,
Recalling Resolution 1962 (XVIII) entitled 'Declaration of Legal Principles

overning the lJctivities of States in the Exp*oratlon and Use of Outer Spacey!

Noting the Treaty on Principles Governing the Adctivities of States in the

ing the Moon and other Celestial uOdleS

xploratlon and Use of Cuter.Space, Includin
igned on 27th January 1967 and in particular Articles V and VIII of that treaty,

Prompted by sentiments of humanity and having regard for the needs of 801ence,‘;ﬁ
Agree as follows:
L Definition Article

For the purposeés of this Agrecment:

(8.) "Launching State ¢ 4 o o o s & & o 8
(b) "Space Object" means an object.or any of its component

parts which a Launching State has launched or attempted to
launch into outer space._7 -
Article 1
(1) Each Contr%ctlng Party shqll, in accordance with the prcvisions of tne present
Agreement and using every appropriate means at its disposal, assist the personnel o
spacecraft in the event of accident, distress or emergency landing and safely and
promptly return them to the Launching State.
() With a view to ensuring the return to the Launching State of a space. object
;;discovered beyond the limits of the territory under the sovereignty jurisdiction‘orvx

control: of that. State, each Contracting Paiéy‘éhall,,in co-operation vhere appropriate

- with. other States, carry out the duties provided for in the present Agreement,
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article 2 »
& Contra acting Parbty which receives informabion or discovers that persomnel of
spacecraft have suffercd accident or irc oxperiencing conditions of distress or
have made an emergency landing:
(a) shall do its utmost immediately to ascortain and notify the Leunching
States;

(b) if it cannot reodily ascertein the Launching State, shall forthuith

b
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the Launching States
(¢) shall irmediately notify the Sccretary-General of the United Habtions e
Article 3
(1) 1If, as = LCSHlL of ucc1dﬁnt, c¢istress or cmergency laending, personncl of a

spacceraft arc in territory under the sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of a

Contracting Farty, such Contracting Party shall nromptly take 21l steps that it finds

o

practicable to locate, rescue and assist the persomnel. It shall keep the Lounching
h

State, and the Secretary-General of the United Nations, informed of the steps so taken
ana of their result. ,
(2) If the Contracting Party considers that assistance from the Launchin: Statc would
contribute substantially to the effectiveness of scarch and rescue operations, it shall
request the Launching State Lo cc-cperate with it in such operations, under the
direction and control of the Contracting Party. ‘
Article 4 | :

If information is received or it 'is discdvered that personnel of a spacecraft

have suffered accident, arec in distress or hove nade an emergency landing, on the high

seas or in any other place not under the sovercignty, jurisdiction or contrcl of any
State, and the Leunching Stote is not in a position immedistely to undertale effective
search and rescue operations, such operations shall be conducted, in close and
continuing co~operation with the Iounching Sta e, by those Contracting Parties which
are in a position to do so.

arvicle

|..;.
Lw

4 Contracting Party shall safely and promptly roturn to the launching State,
the personuel of a spacecraft who as a result of occident, distress or cmergency

have landed in territory under the sovercignty, jurisdiction or control of that

w0

Contracting Party, or whom it has rescucd elscwherc,
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1y =& Contraching Ferty yiich receiﬁ@&’iﬁfdrmaﬁion or

object bas peturned to Derths
(a) Qﬂqu its utmost irvediately o ascerbcin and notify the

Launching Statcs
(b) if it cannot readily ascerbain the Taunching State, chall forthwith

the Taunching States

notify the State 1t orosumes te be
(¢) ehall srmediately notify the Seorobiry-Gend cral of the United HationSe

vy heving soversigntys jurisdictio

territory or 1hich o space cbject hac boen discovered choll upon the rcqucst of

(2) & Comtra chine For o or control over the

the Launching State talke all steps That t, it finCs kracticaal@ 1o recover the objecte
¢ object shell upoil Ghe request ;

(3) A Contracting Farty uhich hes rocoveres & sPAC

of the Launching State returm toe object to thot State.

(4) Notwithotar anding the provisions of paragrapﬂu (2) end (2) of tihis avticle,

o Contracting Party which £-nds thab o sSpocy gjecth discovered in territory under

ienty, jurisdiction or contrcl or rocovered DY it ol”cwhoro is of a

its sovere
tify tie Iaunching State, vhicu shall

hagardous OT coloterious noture mey 30 1

the direction and eontrol of the

fi

eps, uWnllr

T

thereupon beke nroapt and effective
Contracting Pa rty, to recover the object ant to remove 1t from territory under the i
rrrise to

sovereignty, JU””SdWCLLon or control of the Controcting Party or ouher ik

‘ climinate Canger of harme
(5) If in fulfilling s4e obligations undcw PeTCIrath (2) or (3) of this article

istance from the Teunching State would

5 Contracting Party congicers Th
uuug1t1¢1lv the pecovery or return of o space object, the Contracting

facilitate sul
o ro—overWuc with it in recovery or return

Party shall T q1ugt the ILounching Shate
Contracting Partys

£ vequested by the

operations unC.Cr the civechbion and conbyol on THC
(6) L Stouc yiidleh r:qu05us the peturn of 4 TPRACCE object shall, i
Contracting Party vliich has dlscovercd the object in territbry under 18 soverelgnty,
sdictbion oF coptrol or had rocovercd it clseunere, furnish to the Contracting
Gate prior te the return of the objecta |

AT
(7) The crponscs incurred by the Centracting Forty in fulfilling 1%s obligations

is
Forty jdentifying

the prcsent Agr@ement in resnect of tho recovery or the pobturn of o Space

, the ohject 1s returned s

o]
paes
N
ct
O
=
=
s
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(1) If en intergovermmental organization which conducts or is preparing to condue
activities in outer space deposits with the Secretary-General of the United Nationg

a declaration that it accepts and undertakes to comviy with the provisions of the
prosent Agreement, thosc provisions shall anply to that organization in like mannep-

os they appiy To 2 Stabe, and references to a State; or to a Launching State, shaly:

be read and cconstiuved
{(2)- Lach Contracting Parbty to tlic wresent Agrecment undertakes to use its best

.
o
endecaveuss to snsuwe uhob ntol organization uvhich conducts space

7
2

activities, and of wiich it is a constltuent member, is authorized te make and will
h) 3

-make, the declaration rcferred to in the preceding nors

PROPCSAL OF 7 ITATY (&/10.205/C.2/1.21)

wephe

e
s

Article 1

Mny Contraching . orgenization. which knows that personnel

of a spacecraft

are in distress, or have made an emergency

(2) immedietely nctify the Stete in vhich the spocecraft is registered

and.the Secretary-Cencral of the United Hationss

{b) dmmediately malks a muiblic announcement by radio or through any other

.

neans of commanicatlon ot its uisposal.

Hote. This text takes inte acccunt the texts submitted by the United States and

3

(1), It introduces a roforence o internationalvorganizations;
(n) for mmonitarian ricsons it refers to spacecraft in general,
2)

% of another State" as in the USSR draft;

(e} it wcfors to porscomnel {or crew) and not specifically to

asvronauts, since overvenc on board has a right to assistance for .g
251 TCascns: |

(4) the notification is to be made either to the State of registry | -f

or to the Secrctory-Genewal of the United Hotions; - ?

~

(e) +the tert should sav "kaows", end not "discovers's
\
/

like the Troalty or Joruvary 1967, the teoxt should refer to the

State of rogistry. and not the State which announced the launchinge




A/AC.105/37
Annex T

AAGEITINA:  FOOFGELL (0/5C . 105/C o 2/1.423)

Tnelude the follewing in the definitione articles

in Mestronaut’ is o civilian explcrer, cuelusively for peaceful wnurposes, vho
is cerryinn out his dutiss o 2 rovyogentative cf mankind in cuter spacc, including
the Meon = otne: cstial bodled.
Toot asrced, v Vevking Grour 1 (0. I/38)

N

Toch Cortracting Party which rocelves informetlon or Gigscovers that personncl

of o spaccerelt have suffered aceicnt o cre exscriencing condi

cr hove mose an cmergoncy - 1o ~ under its jurisdiction or on the high

- other place not jurisdicticn of cny State:

)

(b)  shell irmediately notify the Secre erv=General of the United fations who

N KN
means av

should disscrinate the informoticn withoub deley t hrougn

Text on vhich proliminary .
1 24

(a) shall co its utmos st to notlly Statcs

THITED STATOS LD Tin UNITED FIfCLOL:

Fach Contracting Party which received information or discovers that perscnnel

)

meriencing cenditions of disiress

mave suifzsyed

of a spaccers

) A

smersency or by mistole in territory uncer its

%

or have madc 2 landing whother
jurisdiction cx on the high seas or ir ery cthor ploce not under toc jurisdicvion of

any Statc:

¥ (1

~—r

L3 £ Fle s
i G

vislone

—~
')
o2

~—

tione
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(a) hall co its utmost tc notify immediately the launching Suaue *

(o sLall imnediately notify the Secretary-General of the United W tioﬁs
who should disseminate the information witiout delay through all apnronriate mes
at his disposal:

(¢) shall, if it cannot readily identify the launching Statc, irmediately
make a nublic announcement by any appropriaie means at its disposal.

AUSTRAuI CAIADA AND THE USSR: Assistance in the Territory of a Cox tractlng
Party (4G.1/21)

A“twcie

(L)  If versonnel of a spacecraft, who heve suffered accident or are eyperienc,

3 |

conditions of distress or have made a lanCing in an emergency*¥, ars in territe

under the jurisdiection of a Contracting Party, that Contracting Party ”hall immed:

rescue the wersonnel and to render tc then all necessa

take all possible steps

It shall keep the Launching Stateixs

asslstance. and the Secretary-General of %

United Nations informed of the steps it is taking ancd of their “esult.

(2) « v s v 0 o s 0

UNITED KTNGDOM: Proposed Redreft of frticle 4 (WG 1/42)

e —— oy

J-

ki 1mfo"mﬁtlon is rccelved or it i dlscovered tha’ ustronauta have allghted
h

s
owing to accicdent or distress, on Eh igh seas or in any other place not under ¥
jurisdiction cf any State, those Coqtractwnf Partles which are in a position. to d
shall cerry out search and rescue oneratlons for tne astronauts 1h cioue and

continuing co-operation with the Iaunching State.

o~

The term "launching State' night be subject to definition later.

*

P
v

R

ilo asreement was reached on the cuestion of the inclusion of the vords
"or internctional organizotions! in this provision, This question was
deferred for further consideration.

~~
¥
N

¥ The »ossibility of ‘ncluding for by mistake!", after the word "emergency",

has ocon deferred for further consideration.

e

The question whethn“ the crpreession "Launching State" or some other expres

as for examnle "State of Regi "tr i or "State which announced the launching
nould be used has been deferred for further consideration., The question

vhether the expression to be used should also include international

orranizations has been likevise deferred.

S
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CANDA: PROPOSAT (WG.I/43)

Article eeessnssesa

(1) The Contracting Parties, ard in corticular

chilng States, shall exchange,

on & basis of ecuality, tecchniecal and scientific

infermation relevant to the

promoticn cnd covelopment of methods end nrocedures

Sl el

wred for rescuing the personnel of
spacecraft whe heve suf

tress or have made an €nerZency

landing.

(2) The Contracting Parties

"eE TO co-operate with a view to the cstablishment

of an internsticnal service for tias

regceus of such perscunel.
USTRALLL, CAIL: 4D UNITED ST.TES: POSLL (G I/LL)

sriiole

Buty to Return  ‘hen persoanel of 2 épececraft have mede & landing by

Personnel

»F nceide

=

v, Cigtress, cmergency or mistaks, they shall

oo pafely wnd promptly ratuvncf to the authcrities of the

yvsible

Lavnching

[S]
o
eyl

intornaticonal organization rasy

Topr the launching.

AUSTRALIL, CATADA &I'D TNITED S97. (iC I/45)

information or

Return of Spaece 1. Each Centracting Party which recsives

ciscovers thet a space objoct has returned te Bartis

{a) shall do its utmost to notify immedietely the Leunching
Statc or dintirn:tionsl orgenization responsiblec for the
launching; eand

{(5) chall imm

ify the Sccercetary-~General of the

1D

ving jurlsdiction over the territory

.
=
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¢
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<
O
|
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o
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o
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cn which &

cvered shall upon the

request of wtilcnal crpaonization

reemonaib

Perty,

State or
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be

5s

6.

to thc'Contracting Party identifying data prior to the return

-

Hotuithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this irticle, a Contracting
Party which finds that a space object_discovéiea in territory undep-
its jﬁrisdiction or recovered by it elsewhere is of a hazardous
or deletarious nature mey so notify the Launching State or
international organization responsible for the launching, which
shell immediately toke effective steps, under the direction and
control of the Contracting Party, to eliminate all dangér of
harme.

H, in fulfilling its obligations imder paragraph 2 or 3 of tais

irticle, a Contrcocting Party considsrs that assistance fron the
Lounching State or internctional organization responsible for the
lawnching would facilitate substanfiallj the recovery or return of
a space object, the Contracting Party shall recuest the Lﬁunching
Stote or international organization réépénsible for the launching
to co-operate with it in recovery or returh'operations under the
direction and control of the Contracting Pafty.

4 State or international Qrganization'ﬁhich asks a Contracting

Party for the return of a space cbject shall, upon request, furnish

of_thé object.
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Comparative table (4/AC.105/C.2/W.1/fev.3) of provisions 3
contained in the proposals submitted by the Union of Soviet
Socialict Republics (4/40.105/C.2/1.18), the United States

of dmerica (4/4C.105/C.2/L.9 and WG.1/35) and Australia ard .
Canada (A/AC.105/C.2/L.20) '

S




Preamble

Definitions

USSR: REVISED DRAFT
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.18)

AGREEMENT
ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS IN THE EVENT CF
ACCIDENT OR EMERGENCY LANDING

The Contracting Parties,

Noting the great importance of the Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and other Celestial Bodies, which
enunciated the principle of rendering all possible
assistance to astronauts in the event of accident,
distress or emergency landing,

Desiring to develop and give concrete
expression to that principle,

Prompted by sentiments of humanity,

Have agreed on the following:

e e

UNITED STATES: PROPOSAL
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.9 and WG.I/35)

INTERNATIONSL AGREEMENT

N

ASSISTANCE TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS
AND )

CBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO GUTER SPACE

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing the common interest of mankind in
furthering the peaceful uses of outer space,

Recalling the Declaration of Legal
Principles Governing the Activities of States
in the Exploration and Use of Cuter Space adopted
by the General Assembly on 13 December 1963, as
resolution 1962 (XVIII),

Considering that the personnel of space-
craft may from time to time be the subject of
accident or experience conditions of distress,

Considering thét there may occur landings of
objects launched into outer spsce, and their
personnel in the case of manned spacecraft, by
reason of amccident, distress or mistake,

Wishing to do their utmost to assist the
personnel of spacecraft in such cases and to
provide for the return of objects launched into
outer space, and

Believing that in such circumstances the
action of States should be governed by common
humanitarian concern and with due regard for
scientific needs,

Agree as follows:

AUSTRALTIA AND CANADA: REVISED PROPOSAL
(A/AC.205/C.2/L.20)

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in

the progress of the exploration and use of outer space

for peaceful purposes,

Desiring to promote the further development of
international co-operation in the exploration and use
of ouler space,,

Recalling Resolution 1962 (XVIII) entitled

"heclaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities

of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,"
which was adopted unanimously by the United Nations
General Asseﬁbly on 13 December 1964,

Noting the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Activities- of States in the Exploration and Use of
Outer Space, Including the Moon and other Celestial
Bodies signed on 27th January 1967 and in particular
Articles V and VIII of that Treatly,

Promghed by sentiments of humanily and having
regard for the needs of science,

Agree'as follows:

'a - Definitions Article

For the purpozes of this Agreement:
(a) "Launching State™ . . . . . « . . . ¢ . o . ..
(b) "Space Object" means an object or any of its

component ‘parts which a Launching Stale has

launched or attempted to léunch into outer

space./




General duty

[See first sentence of Article 37

Notification
of accident Each Contracting Party which receives

information or diécovers that personnel of

& spacecraft of another State bave suffered
accident or are experiencing conditions of
distress or have made an emergency landing
in territory under its jurisdiction or on the
high seas or in any other place not under

the jurisdiction of any State:

(a) shall do its utmost to notify
without delay the State which announced that
it had launched the spacecraft concerned;

(b) shal} immediately notify the
Secretary-General of the United Nations;

(c) shall irmediately make a public
announcement by radio or through other means

of communication at its disposal.

Article 2
1. Unless otherwise requested by the State of
Tegistry or international organization responsible
for launching, each Contracting Party shall take all
Possible steps to assist Or rescue promptly the
personnel of spacecraft who are the subject of accident
Or experience conditions of distress or who may make

emergency landings by reason of accident, distress,
or mistake.

Article 1
1. a Contracting Party which discovers that
the personnel of a spacecraft have met with
accident or are experienciﬁg conditions of distress,
or have made an emergency landing, shall notify
without delay the State of registry or inter-
national organization Tresponsible for launching,

or the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 1
(1) Each Contracting Party shall

» in accordance
with the provisions of the present Agreement and

using every appropriate means at its disposal,

assist the personnel of spacecraft ‘in the event ° '~'7

of accident, distress or emergency landing and
safely and promptly return them to the Launching
State.

(2) With a view to ensuring the return to the
Launching State of a space object discovered
beyond the limits of the territory under the
sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of that State,
each Contracting Party shall, in co-operation where
appropriate with other States, carry out the duties
provided for in the pPresent Agreement.

Article 2 i
A Contracting Party which receives informgtionvv

or discovers that Personnel of a spacecraft havé

suffered acciﬂent OT are experiencing conditions

of distress or have made an emergency landing:
(a) shall do its utmost imme&iately to
ascertain and notify the Launcing State;
(b) 1f 1t cannot readily ascertain the.
Launching State, shall forthwith notify the :
State it presumes to be the Launching State;
(c) shall immediately notify the Secretary--
General of the United Nations,




oo e

Assistance in Article 2 Article 2 Article 3 % § E;
z::t::Z§{an If, owing to accident, distress or emergency 2. Each Contracting Party shall (1) If, as a result of accident, distress Siiﬁé
Party landing, astronauts have appeared in territory permit, subject to control by its own or emergency landing, personnel of a space- o

under the jurisdiction of one of the authorities, the authorities of the craft are in territory under the sovereignty, -

Contracting Parties, this Contracting Party State of registry or international jurisdiction or control of a Contracting

shall immediately take all possible steps to organization responsible for Party, such Contracting Party shall promptly

rescue the astronauts and to render them the launching to provide measures of take all steps that it finds practicable to

necessary aid. It shall inform the State assistance as may be necessitated by locate, rescue and assist the personnel. It

which announced that it had launched the space- the circumstances. shall keep the Launching State, and the .

craft concerned, and also the Secretary- Secretary-General of the United Nations,

General of the United Nations, of the steps
it is taking and of their result.

informed of the steps so taken and of their
result.

(2) 1If the Contracting Party considers

that assistance from the Launching State would
contribute substantially to the effectiveness
of search and rescue operations, it shall
request the Launching State to co-operate
with it in such operations, under the
direction and control of the Contracting

Party.

Article 3
Each Contracting Party shall extend

every assistance to another Party to this
Agreement which has requested its aid for the
purpose of ensuring the speediest possible
discovéry and rescue of astronauts in the
event of accident, distress or emergency
landing. Such assistance may include
permission to the State which announced

the launching of the spacecraft to carry

out with the use of the necessary means

and the personnel to operate them, the
search for and rescue of the astronauts

who have landed in the territory of that .
Contracting Party.




Assistance Article 4

outside If information is received or it is

territory of

Contracting discovered that astronauts have alighted,

T,

Party owing to accident or distress, on the
high seas or in any other place not
under the jurisdiction of any State,
those Contracting Parties which are in
a position to do so, shall extend
assistance to the State which announced
that it had launched the spacecraft
concerned, in carrying out search and
rescue operations for the astronauts.

Duty to

return

personnel

 Article 4
If information is received or it is

discovered that personnel of e spacecraft
have suffered accident, are in distress,

or have made an emergency landing, on

the high seas or in any other place not
under the jurisdiction of any State, and

the Launching State is not in a position
immediately to undertake effective search
and rescue operations, such operations shall
be conducted, in close and continuing
co-operation with the Launching State, by
those Contracting Parties which are in a
position to do so, The operations shall

be conducted in a manner designed to assure
speedy rescue and taking account of requests

and technical advice from the State which
announced the launching. /WG.I1/35/

Article 3
1. A Contracting Party shall return the

personnel of a spacecraft who have made an
emergency landing by reason of accident,
distress or mistake promptly and safely to
the State of registry or international

organization responsible for launching.

Article 4

If information is received or it is discovered
that personnel of & spacecraft have suffered accident,
are in distress or have made an emergency landing,
on the high seas or in any other place not under the
sovereignty, juristiction or control of any State,
and the Launching State is not in a position
immediately to undertake effective search and rescue
operations, such operations shall be conducted,
in close and continuing co-operation with the
Leunching State, by those Contracting Parties which

are in & position to do so.

Article 5
K Contracting Party shall safely and promptly
return to the Launching State, the personnel of a

spacecraft who as a result of accident, distress

or emergency have landed in territory under the

‘sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of that

Contracting Party, or whom it has rescued

elsewhere.

LEJSOT O Y
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Return of Article 1 Article 6 ® EE
2§§22t5 2. A Contracting Party which discovers (1) A Contracting Party which receives information or N i g

that an object launched into outer space or discovers that a space object has returned to Earth: E;

parts thereof have returned to Earth shall (a) shall do its utmost immediately to ascertain and h

notify without delay the State of registry notify the Launching State;

or international organization reéponsible (b) if it cannot readily ascertain the Launching State,

for launching, or the Secretary-General shall forthwith notify the State it presumes to be the

of the United Nations. Launching State;

(c) shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the

United Nationms.

Article 3

! (2) A Contracting Party having sovereignty, jurisdiction or
2. Upon request by the State of

. . . control over the territory on which a space object has been
registry or international organization
disc d shall the r t of the Launching State take all
responsible for launching, a Contracting scovered shall upon the request o P& © €

t that it find ticab t the object.
Party.shall return to that State or steps that it finds practicable to recover the objec
} . A 18 ti t ich ject 1
international organization an object (3) Contracting Party which has recovered a space object shall,
upon the request of the Launching State, return the object to

that State.
(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3)

;aunched into outer space or parts thereof

that havg.returned to Earth. Such State

or international organization shall,

upon request; furnish identifying data. of this Article, a Contracting Party which finds that a space
- object discovered in territory under its sovereignty,

jurisdiction or control or recovered by it elsewhere is of a

hazardous or deleterious nature may so notify the Launching

State, which shall thereupon take prompt and effective steps,

under the direction and control of the Contracting Party, to

recover the object end to remove it from territory under the

sovereignty, jurisdiction or control of the Contracting Party

or otherwise to eliminate danger of harm.

(5) 1If in fulfilling its obligations under paragraph (2) or

(3) of this Article a Contracting Party considers that

assistance from the Launching State would facilitate

substantially the recovery or return of a space object, the o

Contracting Party shall request the Launching State to

co-operate with it in recovery or return operations under the

direction and control of the Contracting Party.

(6) A State which requests the return of a space object

shall, if requested by the Contracting Party which has

discovered the object in territory under its sovereignty,

jurisdiction or control or has recovered it elsewhere, furnish

to the Contracting Party identifying data prior to the

return of the object.




Reimbursement
of expenses

International
organizations

Settlement
of disputes

e

Article 5
The expenses incurred by a Contracting
Party in meeting the requests for
assistance made by the State which announced
that 1t had launched the spacecraft
concerned, shall be reimbursed by that

State.

Any dispute arising from the
interpretation or application of this
Agreement may be referred by any
Contracting Party theretc tc the

International Court of Justice for

decision.

Article 6
(7) The expenses incurred by the
Contracting Party in fulfilling its
obligations under the present
Agreement in respect of the recovery
or the return of a space cbject shall
be reimbursed by the State to which

the object is returned.

Article 7
(1) If an intergovernmental
organization which conducts or is
preparing to conduct activities in
outer space deposits with the
Secretary-General of the United
Nations a declaration that it accepts
and undertakes to comply with the
provisions of the present Agreement,
those provisions shall apply to that
organization in like manner as they
apply to a State, and references to
a State, or to a Launching State, shall
be read and construed accordingly.
(2) Each Contracting Party to the
present Agreement undertakes to use
its best endeavours to ensure that any
intergovernmental organization which
conducts space activities, and «f which
it is a constituent member, is
authorized to make, and will make, the
declaration referred to in the

preceding paragraph.
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Parties to
agreement,
signature and
accession

Ratification
and depositary

Entry into
force

Article 6
1. This Agreement shall be open to all
States for signature. Any State which does
not sign this Agreement before its entry into
force in accordance with paragraph 3 of this

article may accede to it at any time.

Article 6
2. This Agreement shall be subject to
ratification by signatory States. Instruments
of ratification and instruments of accession

shall be deposited with the Governments

L0 PP

which are hereby designated the Depositary

Governments.

Article 6

3. This Agreement shall enter into force
upon the deposit of instruments of
ratification by five Governments including
the Governments designated as Depositary
Governments under this Agreement.

4. For States whose instruments of
ratification or accession are deposited

subsequent to the entry into force of this

Agreement, it shall enter into force on the
date of the deposit of their instruments of

ratification or accession.

Article 7

This Agreement shall be open for signature
by States Members of the United Nations or of
any of the specialized agencies or Parties to
the Stalute of the International Court of
Justice, and by any other State invited by
the General Assembly of the United Nations to
become a party. Any such State which does
not sign this Agreement may accede to it at

any time.

Article 8
This' Agreement shall be subject to
ratification or approval by signatory States.
Instruments of ratification or approval and
instruments of accession shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United

Nations.

Article 9
This Agreement shall enter into force
upon the deposit of the second instrument
of ratification, approval, or accession.
It shall enter into force as to a State
ratifying, approving, or acceding
thereafter upon deposit of its instrument

of ratification, approval, or accession.
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Notification
by depositary

Registration

Amendments

Withdrawal
from
agreement

Article 6
5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly
inform all signatory and acceding States of the
data of each signature, the date of deposit of
each instrument of ratification of and
accession to this Agreement, the date of its

entry into force and other notices.

Article 6
6. This Agreement shall be registered by
the Depositary Governments pursuant to
Article 102 of the Charter of the United

Nations,

Article 7

Any State Party to the Agreement may
propose amendments to this Agreement.
Amendments shall enter into force for
each State Party to the Agreement
accepting the amendments upon their
acceptance by a majority of the States
Parties to the Agreement and thereafter for
each remaining State Party to the
Agreement on the date of acceptance by it.

Article 10

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall inform all States referred
to in Article 7 of signatures, deposits of
instruments of ratification, approval, or
accession, the date of entry into force of
this Agreement, proposals for amendment,
notifications of acceptances of

amendments, and notices of withdrawal.

Article 5
A Contracting Party may propose

amendments to this Agreement. Amendments
shall come into force for each
Contracting Party accepting the
amendments on acceptance by a majority of
the Contracting Parties and thereafter
for each remaining Contracting Party on

acceptance by it.

Article 6

Any Contracting Party may give
notice of its withdrawal from this
Agreement two years after its entry into
force by written notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Such withdrawal shall take effect one year
from the date of receipt by the Secretary-

General of the notification.
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Authentic texts
and deposit of
agreement

Article 8

This Agreement, of which the Russian, English,
French, Spanish and Chinese texts are equally
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of
the depositary Governments. Duly certified
coples of this Agreement shall be transmitted
by the Depositary Governments to the Governments
of the signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly

authorized, have signed this Agreement,

DONE in coples at

Article 11

The original of this Agreement, of which
the Chinese, English, French, Russian
and Spanish texts are equally authentic,
shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who
shall send certified copies thereof to all
States referred to in Article 7.

In witness whereof the undersigned,

being duly authorized, have signed this
Agreement.

Done at this

day of , 196
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ANNEX IT
? | . . Proposals, amendments and other docuﬁents relating

to liability for damage caused by the launching of
objects into outer space

BELGIUM: PROPOSAL FOR A CONVENTION ON THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES
GOVERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY SPACE DEVICES TO THIRD PARTIES
ON THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH AND TO AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT (4/AC.105/C.2/1.7/Rev.3)

The Contracting Parties,

Recalling the terms of the Treaty, signed on 27 January 1767, Governing the
Activities of States in the'Explorétion and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon
and Other Celestial Bodies, ‘

Recognizing that activities in the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space
may from time to time result in damage, v
| Recognizing the need to establish rules governing liability with a view to

ensuring that compensation is paid for damage thus causec; |
Have agreed as follows:
- Article 1
(a) The provisions of this Convention shall apply to compensation for damage
caused tovpersons or property by a space device or space devices. They
shall not apply to compensation for damage caused in the terrifory of the
Launching State or suffered by its nationals or permanent residents, or .
! for damage caused by a space device to another space device. .
(b) The occurence of the event causing the damage shall create a liability for
compensation once proof has been given that there is a relationship of

cause and effect between the damage, on the one hand, and the laﬁnching,

motion or descent of all or part of the space device, on the other hand.

(¢c) If the damage suffered results either wholly or partially from an act or
omission on the part of the Applicant State or of natural or juridical
 persons that it represents and such act or omission has been committed,

either with intent to cause damage or rashly and in full knowledge that
P demage will prébably result, the liability of the Launching State to pay

compensation under this Convention shall, to that extent, be wholly or

partially extinguished.
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Article 2

"Damage" shall be understood fo mcan loss of life, bodily injury or damage to
sroperty for which compensation moy be claimed and assessed under the national law
»f the person injured; or if rot undor ppllcablb pr1n01ples of international law,

"Launchlng" shall be underotOﬂd to mean an attempted launching cr a launching
peration proper, whether or not it fulfils the expectations of those responsible
sherefor. 7 ' '

"Space dev1ce“ shall be understood to mean any device _ntended to move in space
1ndvsustalned there by means other than the reaction of air, as well as any
ronstituent element of such device or of the equlpment used for its 1aunch1ng or
sropulsion.

“Launching State" shall be understood to mean the State or States which carry
ut the launchihg of a space device or, when the Applicant State is ﬂot able to
jetermine the sald State or States, the State whose territory is used for such
launching. =~ S '

"Applicant State" shall be underctood te moan the State which has been injured;

"or whose nationals, whether natural or juridical persons, or whose peimanenf”””

residents have been injured, and which presents a claim for compensation.

‘ Article 3* _

The Launchlng State shall be held liable for compensation for damage caused in
sho 01rcumstances statud in article 1 and évflned in article 2. If several States
r>articipate in thu launchlng of a spave device, they shall be held jointly and
severally liable. o v .

Article 4
(a). Within two ycars after the occurrence of the damage, or after the .
identification of the State liable under article 1, the applicant State
.-shall present through the diplomatic channel, to the State which it holds
liable, all claims for compensation concerning itself and its nationals ani
-residents. - A Contracting Porty may request another State to present its
i claim and otherwise represent its interest in the svent that it does not

| » . maintain diplomatic relations with the Launching State.
g

v

¢ The Bzlgian delegation reserves the right to submit an amendment duallng with -
the principle enunciated in this article. i
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If the applicant State or a person represented by it brings an actlon for

‘compensation before the Courts or administrative organs of the State recelving

the clalm, it shall no longer be able to present a claim for compensation for
the same damage under the provisions of this Coﬁvention. The said.
provisions shall not be considered tn require, by implication,’ the priocr
exhaustion of such remedies as may exist under the rules of ordlnary-law in
the State receiving the claim. '
If the State receiving the claim has not taken, within six months after being
approached; a decision considered satisfactory by the applicant State, the
latter may have recourse to arL¢tratlon.

Within ninety days of the date of the request addressed to it by the
applicant State, the State receiving the claim shall appeint one arbitrator,

the applicant State shall appoint a second and the President of the

International Court of Justice a third, I the State receiving the claim

fails to appoint its arbitrator vithin tha prescribed period, the person
appointed by the President of the International Court of Justice shall be the
solc arbitrator. »

‘ The Arbitration Commission shall take its decisions. according to law—/
and by majority vote. It shall meake an award within six months after the
date of its establishment and its decisions shall be binding,

Sums due in compensation for damage shall be fixed ang payabl@ eifher‘in

thc currency of the apnllgant State or in a freely transferable currency

(e) The periods specified in this article s shall not be sub.bct to 1ntprruptlon
or suspension, ' | _ ,

(f) There shall be joinder of ciaims where there is more‘than‘qhe applicant in
respect of damage due to the samie event or where more than one State is
liable and the damage was caused by more than one space device

Article 5 |

This Convention shall'be open for signature by States Members of the United Nations

or any of the specialized agencies or partiazs to the Stat*‘" of the Inte rnatlonal Court

of Justice,

and by any other State invited by the General ASSbnblV of thu Lnlted Natlons

to become a Party to the vonventﬁon. hny suuh Stgtc which does o¢gn this
Convention may accede to it at any time, -

An alternative might be "take its decisions ¢x aequo et bonoh
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This Convention shall be subject to ratification or approval by signatory States,
Instruments of ratification or approval and instruments of accession shall be
deposited with thevSecfetary-General’of the United Nations. ’
| This Convention shall enter into force thirty days after the date of the deposit
of three instruments of ratification, épproval or accession., For each State which
deposits its instrument of ratification, approval or accession after the entry into
force provided for in the precéding paragraph, this Convention shall enter into force

on the date of deposit of such instrument. _ :

_ Article 6

International organizations which undertake to;comply with this Convention shall
have the same rights and obligations as States, The States merbers of the said
‘internationel organizations shall be held jointly and severally liable for the :
obligations of the latter, whether or not such States are parties to the Convention. , 3
The accession of an international organization shell be accompanied by a notification
of the joint and several cbligations so assumed by the States nembers of the organizétion
cbncerned. o » |
The claims referred to in article 4 (a) may, in the case of the international

organization, be presented through the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 7
Each Contracting Party mey notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations ‘ ]
of its withdrawal from tbis Convention not less than five yéars after its entry into A
force. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year after receipt of the notice, which -
mist be. in writing. Such withdrawel shall not relievé the Centracting Party concerned
of any obligation or liability arising from damage inflicted before its withdrawal takes Fe
effect. _ : ' | , '
Article & , . ;
- .This Convention may be amended or supplemented at the proposal of onc or more
Contracting Parties. Such amendments shall take the form of additional protocols.
which shall be binding on such Contracting Parties as ratify, approve or accede to
them. Such protocols shall enter into force when the majority of the Contracting

Parties to this Convention have thus accepted them.
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United States of Amerieai Proposal (A/AC.105/C.2/L.19)

CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED
BY THE LAUNCHING OF OBJLCTS INTO OUTER SPACE

The Contracting Parties,

Recognizing that activities in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space
may on occasion result in damage,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Spase, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
signed on January 27, 1967,

Seeking to establish a uniform rule of liability and a simple and exPeditious
procedure governing financial compensation for damage, T _ / '

Believing that the establishment of such a procedure will contribute to the
growth of friendly relations and co—operaﬁion among‘nations,

Agree as follows: ) |

ARTICLE I - Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention

(a) 'Damage’ means loss of life, personal injury, or damage to property whether
partial or total.

(b) The term " aunching” includes attempted launchings.

(¢) 'Launching State' means a Contracting Party, or an international organizatioﬁ
that has transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-General under Article V,
paragraph 1, of this Conventiocn, that launches or actively and substantially parti¥
cipates in the launéhing of an object into outer space, or from whose territory or
facility an object is launched into outer space, or that exercises control over the
orbit or trajectory of such an object. 7,

(@) ."Presenting State' means a Contracting Party, or an international
organization that has transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-General under
Article V, paragfaph 1 of this Convention, that presents a claim for compensation to
ayRespondent State.

(e) "Respondent State’’ means a Launching State from which compensétion is'soughtf

under this Convention.
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ARTICLE II - iizbility

Pl

1. The LgunchlltT State 5ua7 be absolutely lizble to bay compensaticn to the

Presenting State, in accord&nce with the provisions of this Convention, for damage .
hown to have been caused oy the launching, transit or descent of 211 or part of a
srace cbject.

2. If the amaﬁc suffered results either #holly or partially from a wilful‘or
reckless act or omission cn the part of the Presénting State, or of natural or
Juridical._ persons that it “~UPP”3 13, the liability of the Launci ning State to pay
compensation under paragraph 1 of this Article ;5&11, te tnat extent, bhe wholly or
partially extinguished. | '

5 There shall be no lizbility under this Convention for damage caused to
bpersons and property within a launch fa rcility or immediate recovery area for
participation in or observation of the launch or recovery, o¢'tc space objects and
their personnel during launching, transit or descent. ' |

I

ARTICLE I1I - Multiple Respondent States -

£

1. If under baragraph 1 of Article IT or Uara*rabh 3 of Articie V two or necre.
Lan inching States would be liable to pay compensation, Ehu Presenting State may proceed
againzt any or.all such States individually or jointliy for the total amount of
damages.

2. *hen the Prescnting State rroceeds against less than all possible Respondent

S‘._'
}_1
,__)
W
pert

shall within three months give formal

1

ch may be involved, and the States so notified

notice to any other Launchir
shall also become Res spondent States and shall participate in the settlement or other
diSFOSition of the claim,

D When & claim has been presented fo only one Launching State and it dees not

notify and join other Ldupchinm States under paragranh 2 or this Article, it shall pa
B O b Y 2 H

the entire compensation which is found to Le due. If 2ny Launching States are

originally JQined, or if =

spondent State notifies and joins the other Launching
States, any settlement, agreecment or judgment shall specify the apportionment of

liability among the several Respondent OtdtCo.
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'or suspen51on.

'natlonal law, Justlce and equlty.

- undertakes to comply with the provisions of the present Convention, all the provisions,
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b, If a number of Contractlng States co—operate in a launching, and if they
reduce the terms of their co- operatlon to wrltlng and file a copy thereof with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Presenting States shall be on notice as to ..

those tefms and shali be bound to observe the prorortionate shares of liability

assumed by the several Contractlng States.  If payment of the specified proportlonatef-%f
share has not been made by one or more Respondent States six months after the amount
of overall llablllty has been ascertained, a Presenting State may demard payment

from any other Respondent State as provided in Article III, paragraph 6,

5. ”.The amount neCOverable by the Pfesenting State from any one Respondent State
shall be reduced to the extent of any compensation received in respect of that claim-
by the Presenting State from.any other Respondent State, so that in no case shall
the aggregate of the compensation paid in respect of any one claim exceed the amount. -
which would be payable under this Convention if only one-Respondent State were liable.

6. If any one of several Respondent States fails to pay its proportionate share
of the overall liability within six months of the date. of the ascertainment of the
vamount ‘due, the Presentlng State may demand payment from any or all of the other
'Responoent States.' '

7. A Respondent State which has not pald its proportlonate share of the overall
»llablllty to the Presenting State shall be obligated to reimburse the other
Respondent States for their payments in excess of their proportionate shares,

'8.‘ The perlods spe01f1ed in this Artlcle shall not be subject to 1nterruptlon

" ARTICLE IV - Measure of Damages

The compensatlon whlcn a State shall be liable to pay for damage under- thls :

Convention shall be determined in accordance with appllcable pr1nc1p1es of lnter-

ARTICIE V - International Organlzatlons

“l;' If an 1nternat10nal organlzatlon which conducts space activities transmits

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations a declaratlon that it accepts and

except Articles XII, XV, XVI, and XVII, shall apply to the organization as they apply
to a State which is a Contracting Party.



extent set—forth in Artlcle.III.
4 ARTICLE VI Presenting,a Clalm

permanently residlng 1ni1ts terrltory.f;
clalmant may: be presented by only one Contractlng Party. e
3. . A clalm shall be presented through the diplomatlc channel. A Contracting

I
&

Lof the damages may not be known to the Presentlng State.”ﬂ,
ARTICLE VII - Natlonals
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ARTICLE VIII - Limitation of Liability;
: Apportionment '

1. The liability of the Launching State or States shall not exceed
with respect to each launching. 4 o V
2. If the total amount otherwise payable with respect to the claims presented
exceeds the limit of liability provided by this Article, the following rules shall
apply: ' ' _ '
(a) If the allowable_claims are exclusively in respect of loss of life or
personal injury, or exclusively in respect of damage to property, such
claims shall be reduced proportionately.

(b) If the allowable claims are both in respect of loss of life or personal

injury and in respect of damage to property, three fourths of the total

sum distributable shall be appropriated preferentially to meet.claims in

respect of loss of life and personal injury and, if insufficient, shall
be distributed proportionately between the claims concerned. The ‘ VTF“
remainder of the total sum distributable shall be distributed proportionately .::}
- among the claims in respect of damage to property and the portion not
already covered of* the claims in respect of loss of life and personal
injury. ' '
ARTICLE IX - Exhaustion of Remedies

1. The presentation of a claim under this Convention shall not require

exhaustion of any remedies which might otherwise exist in a Respondent State.’
2. If, however, the Presenting State, or a natural or juridical person whom
it might represent, elects to pursue a claim in the.administrative agencies‘br courts

of* a Respondent State or pursue international remedies outside this Convehtioni'the

. Presenting State shall not be entitled to pursue such claim under this Convention

against such Respondent State.

ARTICIE X - Claims Commiésions

1. - If a claim presented under this Convention is not settled within one year from:

‘the date on which documentation is completed, the Presenting State mdy request the
establishment of a commission to decide the claim, The competence of such commission.
shall extend to any dispute arising from the interpretation or application of this _ i

Convention. The Respondent State and the Presenting State shall each promptly




3. The comm1381on shall determlne 1ts own procedure. ‘ o
4., The: commission shall condiict: its business and arrlve at 1ts\dec181on by,
xmagorlty vote, Such decision shall state’ the views of the members of. the commlss on

"De - The de0151on of the commission. shall be rendered expedltlously and ehall
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gthe Internatlonal Court of Justlce for de01510n.7q_
ARTICLE XIIT . Amendments

A Contractlng Party may propose amendments to thls Convention. An amendment

ll’come 1nto force for each Contractlng Party acceptlng the‘amendment on=
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ARTICLE XIV - Withdrawal

A Contracting Party may give notice of withdrawal from this Convention five
years after its entry into force by written notification to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall teke effect one year from the date
of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General. A State withdrawing
from this Convention shall not thereby be relieved of any obligation or liability
with respect to damages arising before withdrawal becomes effective.

ARTICLE XV - Signature and iccession

The Convention shall be open for signature by States Members of the United
Nations or of any of the specialized agencies or Parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, énd by any other State invited by the General
Assembly of the United Nations to become a party. finy such State which does not
~sign this Convention may accede to it at any time.

ARTICLE XVI - Ratification: Depositary

This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. '

ARTICLE XVII - Entry Intc Force.

This Con&ention shall enter into force thirty days folléwing the deposit of
the fifth instrument of ratification or accession. It shall enter into force as
to a State ratifying or acceding thereafter upon deposit of its instrumenf of
ratification or accession.

{RTICLE ZVIIT - Depositary's Duties

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to
in Article XV and all organizations which have made declarations under frticle V,
paragraph 1 of signatures, deposits of instruments of ratification or‘accession,
declarations referred to in Article V, paragraph 1, the date of entry into force of
this Convention, proposals for amendments, notifications of acceptances of amendments,

the date of entry into force of each amendment, and notices of withdrawal, and shall"

transmit to those States and organizations certified copies of each amendment proposeds iz

ARTICLE XIX )
This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish

texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the

United Nations, who shall send certified copies of each to the States mentioned in
Article XV.
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revised Lru+t Cohvention coneethnp

Liability for

Demage caused by the Lounching

Of Objects

into

Outer Space (A/LC .105/C.2/L.1.0/Rev.1)

The Controacting ctet

CS

Recognizing the common interes
GYL_JTLtlUP and use of outer sy

ubCullLl" the Declarution of Ley

States in the

en 13 December 1963 os

Considering that the

Irunching of objects int-

crused by theze objects.

Recopgnizing the near
concernine such: liability

l2unched into cuter

sxpleration and Use

res

of minkind in furthering the peaceful
roCe,
the

-1 Princinles Governing ~ctivities of-

of Quter Space, odonted by the General issembly
clution 1962 (kV111),

~anizaticns involved

“linble

3

Stutzs and i in the

w3
]
o

NUe LT

aniona Ll for damage

T OoCeCuUres

d by objects

space,

Belicving that the establishiment ol such rulss end procedvres would facilitate
the tokin atest rossible nrecauticnory reasurcs by Stotes and inter-
national orginizetions involved in the launchine of sbjects into cuter swace to
rrotect d;ainrt damcoe iniiicted by objects lounched into outer space,

Have decided to c¢onclude the

l'
of life,

The provisions

versonal injury

mresent Convention:

of this Convention shall arply tc comrensation for loss

and dena:

or other impairment of he.lth, @ Lo property

(hercinajter called "deme
(~)

()

or unmanned

Caused by on cbi

Coused in outer

sTace vehicle

A
nett e

zct launched into suter s; cr
spres, in the -twosvhere or the ~round by any manned

or aay object siter being launched, or conveyed into

outer space in any 2ther way,

but they shzll not a

»oly to nuclsar

resulting from the nucleor reactor of

P -,
dame e

space objects.
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2. Liability is aléo incurred even if, for any reason, the space vehicle
or other object has not reached. outur space. N

3. For the nurrose of thls Confentlon “opace Obwect” means snace ships,
satellites, orbital leboratories, conteiners and any other devices designed for
movement in outer space and sustoined there otherwise than by the reéctibhméf'air,

as well as the means of delivery of such objects and any parts thereof.

Article 11

1, Liability under this Ccnvention shcoll not exceed ...

2., 4 claim for damope moy be acvanced on the ground of less of rrofits and
moral damage whenever compensation for such denczge is provided for by the low of

the State liable for damage in generzl.

irticle ITI e

Unless otherwise provided in articles IV and V, exemption from liability may

be granted only in so far as the State liable produces evidence that the damage
has resulted from natural disaster or from a wilful act or from gross negligénce

of the party suffering the damace.

Article IV

1. Whenever damzre is done to a space object or to rersons and rroperty on

board by another soace object, no claim shall arise between each other, except

in so far as the claiment State produces evicence thet the domage has been caused

because of the fault of the other State or of a merson on behalf of whom the latter
State might present a clzim (article VIII).

2. If in the cese menticned in parasraph 1, 2 claim arises on the part of a

third State, liability of the States liable for the spoce objects shall be jeint
and several. '
4srticle V

The State shall ecssume liability for d;mame'caused ocn the sround, in the

atmosphere or in outer snace, if the damage occurrud whlle exercising an unlawful

activity in outer space or the sprce vehicle or o> Ject wos launched for unlawful

purnoses, or if the damcge has otherwise resulted from an unlawful activity. In

such cases, the Stzte lizble shell be barred from any exoneration whatscever.
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The subject of liability

Aarticle VI

1. Liability for 4a shall rest with the Stote or internetional

organization which has launched or atbempted ©o laonch the su2ce vehicle or cbject,
or in the czse »f 2 comon undertaking, witn all the states i carticipating in the

underteking or wit: the

from whose tnrr1+rr' or from whose focilities the

launching was mads, or with the stote which owns cr =ossesses the srtzce vehicle or

obrect cauvsing the domere :

2.  ‘Where liability may be lzid w-on more thon one stote or international

orgenization, their liability towards the cla

suzll be joint ondé several.

If liability for dama:

w.th an intern:tioncl organization, the

financial cbligoticns towar. s obtabes suff@rinﬁ damsigs sh2ll be met by the

internevicnal organization and by its membor Stotes jointly ond severally.

Claims, nﬁvrent zrbitrotion

Lriicle VITT

k)

a claim for damcse may be mode by 2 Stote in whose te erritory damage has

occurred or in respect of demage suffered by its citizens or legal entities whether

in the territory of that State or abroad.

article I

# claim must be presented within one year of the date of occurrence of the

damege, or of the identification of the State that is liable. IF the apnlicant

State could not reasonal 15 ve_:xpected to have known of the facts ¢iving rise to

the claim, the claim must bs presented vithin one vesar of the date on which these
pJ by

facts officinlly becime known.

Lrticle X

The claim shall be presented thronsh dinlomotic channels. The cleimant State

may request o third State to represent its -intereste in the event it has no

diplomatic relations with the State 1linhle.
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srticle XTI

1. In cose the State licble does not sotisfy the claim of the claimant
State, the claim for comrensation shall be presented to a committee of arbitration
set up by the two States on a tasis of varity. This committes will determine its
owWwn procedure.

2. Should the committee mentioned in parcograph 1 nct arrive at a decision,
the States may agree upcn an internaticnal arbitration procedure or any other

method of settlement acceptable to both Ltates.

Lrticle XIT

Claim for compensotion for damage coused by a space ship of a foreipgn State

shall not constitute ground for sequestraticn or for the arplication of enforcement

measures to such space ship.

srticle XIIT

It shall be

Instruments of ratification shall be denosited with the

1. This Convention shall be oren for signoture to all ntotes.
subject to rotification.
Secretery-General of the United Nations.

2. It shall enter into force thirty days after the denosit with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations of the fifth instrument of ratification.

Article XIV

Lfter the Convention enters into force it shall be onen for accession to other
Statés. . Instruments of accession shall be derosited with the Secrgpary-General of
the United Nations.,

'Arﬁ“ic‘l'é XV
With respect to each State which ratifies the Convention or accedes thereto

after the devcsit of the fifth instrument of réfificatign, the Conventicn shall

enter into force thirty days after the date of dernosit by the State of its

instrument of ratificaticn or geecessién.
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Article XVI
Lny Contracting Stote may denounce this Convention by notification to the
Secretary~General of the United Notions. The denunciotion shall tioke gffect
one year after the date on which the notification has been received by the

Secretary-General »f the United Neticns.

Article XVII

The Secretory=Ceneral of the United Nations shall notify all States
concerning:

(a) The signoture of this Convention and the denssit of instruments of
ratificstion or 2ccession in accerdance with articles XIIT anc XIVj

(b)Y The dote of entry inte force of this Convention in accordance with
articles XTIT and XV

(c) Denuncistions received in -~ccordonce with article XVIL-

Article XVIIIL

The original of this Convention, of which the texts in the Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish languages are equally avthentic, shall be deposited
with the Secretory-General of the United Natioms, who shall transmit certified

copies thereof to all States.
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HUNGARY: PROPOSAL (4/4C.105/C.2/L.24)

In the revised draft convcntlon concernlng liability for damage caused

by the launchlng .of objects into outer space (! /AC 105/cC. 2/L IO/Rev 1)

submitted by Hungarj. N
(1) replace sub-paragraph 1 (m) of article I by the following text°
"(a) caused by an object during its launching into outer
space; or" . : ,
(2) replace paragraph 1 of article VI by the following texts .
"l. Liability for damage shall rest with the State or

'1nternat10na1 orgunlzatlon whlch has launched or attempted

_to 1aunch the SpaPc venlcle or chect or has procured the
luunchlng, or w1th the State from whose terrltory or N ‘%E
a0111ty the 1la aunching was made." ‘
HUNGARY: PROPOSAL (4/4C. 105/¢. 2/L 24/Add 1)

In the revised draft convention concernlng liability for damage

used by the launching of objects into outer space (A/AC 105/0 2/L lO/
Rev 1) submitted- by Hungary, delete baragraph 1 of Article IT.
Proposal by ARGENTENA - (4/AC.105/C.2/L.22)

Definition to be included in the definitions'section‘or article:

For the purposes of this Agreement, the term "space vehicle" means
any device launched by man, exclusively for peaceful purposes, for the
exploration or use of outer svace, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, as well as the equipment used for launchlng and propulsion and

any parts detached therefromo
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Argentinas, Proposal (4/AC.105/C.2/L.25)

imendment to articles X and XIT of the proposal of the United States of
america (4/4C.105/C.2/1.19), to article 4 of the proposal of Belgium (4/AC.105/C.2/
; L,7/Rev.3), and to article XI of the proposal of Hungary (A/AC.105/C,2/L.10/RGV.1):

bt b

arbitration commission

l. If a clein presented under this Convention is not settled within one
year from the date om which documentation iz completed,; the Presenting State
may request the establishment of ~ commission to decide the claim. The
oompetenée of such commission shall extend to any dispute arising from the

A interpretation or application of this Conventicn. The Presenting State

@

and the Respondent 3tate shall each prdmptly appoint one pesrgon tofserve
on the commission, znd the Secretary-General of thé'Uhifed;Nations shéll:
appoint a third person, who shall act as chairman, fromAa list of legal
experts which he sheall draw up as soon as this Convention enters into fqrce

“and in which all geographical arens and legal systems shnall be répresented.
If the Respondent State fails to appoint its member within_three months,
the expert appointed by the'Secretdry—General of the United Nations shall
be the sole arbitrator.

2. No increase in the membership of the commission shall take place '

GF% '~ where twe or more Presenting States or Respondent States ars Jjeined iﬂ

any one proceeding before the commission, the respective members in such.
cases being appointed collectively. '

3. The commission shall establish its own procedure.

4. The commission shall conduct its business and arrive at its

decigion by majority vote. Such decision shall state the views of each.

member of the commission, which shall be rublished.

5. The decision of the commission shall be rendered within six months

and shall be binding upon the parties.

6. The expenses incurred in connexion with any proceeding before the

4

commission shall be divided equally between Presenting and Respondent

States,
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INDIA: PROPOSAL (&/;6”155/CW57£“25‘““““

dmmage to propcrty of persons, natural or Jurl lical , caused on Ehu earth, 1n the_
air or in outer space by the launchlng of a space object or in the course of its
Journey and will include dnrage cause l by pbrsons or things ca rrlcd b7 it.

Damage may be instant or deleea9 direct or indirect.

CANADA: PROPOSAL (£4/.5C.105/C.2/L. 27

|
\
|
|
|
1 "Damage" means 1oss of or injury to life and dostructlon or loss. of or
|
|
|
1
"Damage" means loss of life, personcl injury or other impairment of health,
or damage to property_df States or of persons, natural or juridical.
| Definitions

Text provisionally agreed upon by Working Group II_(WG.II/Bl and Corr.l)

or damage to property of States or of their persons, natural or juridical, or
of international orgahizations.
Definitions

Points on which agreement was reached (WG.II/32)

' "Damage' means loss of 1ife, personal injury or other impairment of health,
|

Fin The term ”launohlng" should include "attempted luunchln””.
B. In defining the term "Launching State" the following elpments should be
1ncludedr/
: 1.A‘_thensfate Whiéh 1aunéhés or attempts to launch the space object
or the space device, ‘ ' |
2. the State from whose territory the spacé object or the space
.device was launched, ' | | _ |
3e - the State from whose facility the space oquCt or space

deviqe was launched.

-

*/  The question whether the States referred to in (2) and (3) above should be
~ liable primarily, or only secondarlly (if the State referred to in (1) /4
above cannot be identified) was left for further consideration. ]




A/AC.105/37
Annex IT
nage 21

Field of application

Points on which preliminary agrcement was reached
in Working Group II (WG.T1/33/Revl)

thent of | grebment on chnptlon

The prov151ono of tnls Convention shall not “pply to dnmages sustained by
(a) WNationale of the Launching State ’ '
(b) Foreign nationals in the immediate vicinity of a planned launching
, - or recovery area ag the regult-of an ;nvitatioh by the Launching
State. | i

Wo agreement wasg reached on whether the Convention should apply to damnges

g

sustained by:

! (a) Persons who are permanent residents but not nationals of the
ipplicant (Presenting) State; .

; » (b) i spacecraft and its personrel cduring launching, tra msit or

descent.

. Belgium, Hungary and the United States
Extent of Agreement on Presentation of a Claim (WG II/34

1. A claim may be presented by the ipplicant (Prhotptlnt) (clalmant) tate
through the dipleomatic channel.
2.  In the event the Aprlicant (Presenting) (claimant) Stéte does not have
28 diplomatic relations with the Launching (Rubpondent) ate, the former may request
j a third State to present its clainm ¢ and othsrwise represént'its interests.

Belgium, Hungary and the Tnited States:
Extent of Asreement on Presentation of a Claim

iddendun (VG.IT/34/26.1)

A£dd a8 a second sentence to paragraph 1 of.WG;II/34z

"Presentation of # claim under ©hé Ponv~ntlop shall not require the

prior exhaustion of any local remedies that mﬂvvb@ ave 11&blc in the Launchlng

(Respondent) State.!
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Belgium, Hungary and the United States:
Extent of Agreement on Arbitration in the Event of Dispute (WG.II/35)

If a claim presented under the Convention is not settled within six months from

the date on which the Applicand (Presenting) (claimant) State completes its documen-
tation, the Applicant (Presenting) (claimant) State may refer the matter to an arbi-
tral commission, '
Field of application
Belgium, Hungary and United States (WG.II/36)
Extent of Agreement on Exemptions |

Thevprovisions of this Convention shall not apply to damages sustained by
(a) Nationals of the Launching State;
(b) Foreign nationals in the immediate vicinity of a planned

launching or recover& area as the result of an invitation

by the Launching State.

No agreement was reached on whether the Convention should apply to damages
sustained by: e o (
(a) Persons who are permanent residents but not nationals of -

the Applicant (Presenting) State;
(b) A spacecraft and its personnel during launching, transit

or descent.

Polish delegation: Proposal (WP.II/37
Insert at the beginning of article VII of the Hungarian draft:

The provisions of this agreement-shall apply mutatis mutandis to international

organizations which engage in activities in outer space."

~ United Kingdom: Proposed amendment to Art V (3) of the
United States draft (p.7 of A/AC.105/C.2/W.2/Rev.4) (WG.I1/38)

Insert "1nd1v1dually or jointly" before the word Mliable" (3rd line from bottom).

Argentina and Italy: joint proposal (WG.II/39)
Add the following after article 3 of the Belgian proposal, article III,

paragraph 1, of the United States proposal or article VI, paragraph-2 of the
Hungarian proposal, whichever is adopted as the final text on joint llablllty.
"The apportionment, among the States or international

organizations liable, of the total amount of compensation

jointly owed to the victim may be determined by prior agreements."
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Belgium, Hungary and the United States:
Extent of Agreement on Field of Application (NC I1/40)

| ‘  The Launchlng (Respondent) State sheuld be aosolutely liavle to pay compensatlon

for damage caused on the surface of the Earth aad to alrcraft in fllght

Note: No agreement was reached whether the Launching (Respondent} State should, on.

proof of fault, be liatle to pey compensation for damage caused to space objects
which have left the surface of the Tarth.

Belgium, Hungary and the United Statess
Extent of Asreement on Liability of Interrational Organiszations. (WG. II/Al)

.i)i’ ' International org anlzatlonc that launch OL,JOC'to into outer space should be liable

under the convention for damace caused by ‘such a(t¢v¢t1es.

lity. of the Stateu pembers of the internaticnal organization that are partles

. %o the liability convention: V
(a) should. be residual and arise only in the event of default
by the international organization, or
(b) should arise at the same tine as the llqblllty of the
international organization.
¢ .;Belglum, Hungary and the United States:
Iﬁiﬂ Extent of Agreement on Liability of International Organizations (UG II/Al/Ad@v_l
I.% S Addendun

Add to the Note a second paragraph reading sc follows:

¢ e ... .."Nor .was agreenent reached on the question of the rights of "inter---
national organizations under the Conventicn. Thig problen requires’
further consideration”.

Belgiwn, Hungary and the United States:
Extent of Agreement on Tlme Limits for Presentaticn of Claims (WG.II//2)

1. 4 ¢laim nuy be preuenten not later then one year nollow1ng the date of the-
occurrence of the accident or the 1cent1floatlon of the party that is liable.

2« If the Applicant (Presenting) (claimant) Stste does not lnow of the facts giving

rise to the claim within the aforementioned one-year period, it may present a clain
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within one year following the date on which it learned of the facts; however, this
period shall in ne event exceed one ‘year follow1ng the date on which the Applicant
(Presentlng) (claimant) State could reasonably be expected to have learned of the
facts through the exercise of due diligence. '

3. The above-mentioned time limits shall apply even if the full extent of the

State shall be entltled to rev1se its claim and submit additional documentatlon

beyond the above-mentioned time limits until one year after the full extent of such
damage is known. '

" French delegation: Proposal (WG,II/43)

‘ Article ... . : :
When a space activity is undertaken by more than one State, the State which

clrcumstances stated in artlcles R R R R PR TR P PP PP N

(Any arrangements for the apportionment of the amount of compensatlon payable will be

a matter for the States part1c1pat1ng in the act1v1ty in questlon to agree on among
thenselves).

ITtalian delegation: Pronoéalﬂ(WG.II/LA)_

Deflnltlons

"Launchlng State" means a State which launches or procures the launching of a
space object registered in its name.

The international organizations referred to in article ceeeceesensearsnseses shall. -}

be treated for the purpose in the same way as’States.l/

v Note: - This prov151on w1ll greatly help the v1ct1ms of the damage and will prompt

States part1c1pat1ng 1n a launchlng to- make arrangements among themselves in.
advance.
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Field of application of the Convention‘onéLiability

"This Convention shall apply to any dapage caused on land, in the air and in

outer space, with the sole exception o' such damage as may be caused during the

. o . . 2
launching of & space cbject, at the launching-site."

Hature of liability

Working Paper sutmitted bv the Italiczn dele egation

The Italian delegation is reproducing herewith, ag a Working Paper and as a

general guide on the question of liability, the text of the articles concerning

liability conteined in a preliminary draft convention on the peaccful uses of outer
space. uuomltted to the Presidentof “the United Nations -General: Ascenbly in- 1959,

The Itallan de 1egutlou has already vtutpo'thut, iﬁ ;ts.ylew,_llagll;ty Tor damage
caused by outer space activity camnot be equel (of the same neture) in all cases of
danage, whether occurring on the surface of the oa rth, in the air, or in ocuter space

The Italian delegation is awarc that the attached articles (whosc scope is very
general and, so to speak, in the sphere of ordinary lav) caanot be reproduced in the
draft instrument on liability which the Sub-Committoe is at present discussing, inas-
much as the draft in question is rightly concerned only with the international res-
ponsibility of States and international organizations.

The Italian delegatic on thinks, however, that the basic idea embodied in the
articles of the attached document should be accepted,-ranely, that:

(a) in the case of damage caused on the surface of the earth, it is right to
apply the principle of gbsclute liab b1lity, the scle oxception being that
of fauit on the part of the victim;

(v) in the case of damage occuriing in the air, i.e. mainly in the case of
collision between a space object and en zircraft, the principle to be
tpplied is, on the centrary, that of or dinary-law liability based on fault,

there being a preswiption juris tantun of fault against the spacs object;
12 P i & P 3

(c) the same principle of liability because of fault is also to be applied in
the case of damage occurring in cuter space (mainly in the case of
cellisions between space objects) but with a presunption juris tantum of

o

 fault on both sides, so that the two last g ({b) and (c)) would be open

to proof of the contrary.

2/ Hote: The las t-mcntlonca category of damage may be considerad to he the donestic
affair of the State in whose territory the launching is carried out. All other
demage should come within the scope of the Convention for the very good rcason
that, during flight, orkit or re-entry, the activity concerns the international
community. Whet is more, it would be inadvisable to make too many exceptions to
the best uniform international rule from the technical and practical point of view.
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Comparative table (A/AC.105/C.2/W.2/Rev.4) of provisions contained in the = 4

roposals submitted by Belgium (A/AC.105/C.2/L.7/Rev.3), the United S

" States of America (A/AC.105/C.2/L.19) and Hungary (A/AC.105/C.2/L.10/Rev.l
and A/AC.105/C.2/L.24 and Add.l) _ , - 47z
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Preamble

Belgium: Proposal
{ AClOSC2L.7R.ev3)

CONVENTION ON THE UNIFICATION OF CERTAIN RULES

. GOVERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED BY SPACE

B DEVICES TO THIRD PARTIES ON THE: SURFACE-OF THE -
I " EARTH AND TO AIRCRAFT IN FLIGHT o

" The Contractigg Partie
cal_'l.i_ng the terms of the Treaty, signed on
27 Janusry 1967, Governing the Activities ‘of States -
in the Explorstion and Use of ‘Outer Space, including

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,

Recognizing thnt activities in'the exploration

.and peaceful uses of outer space may from tilne to

time result in dnmage, - \;
Reco g_nizing the need to establish rules
governing liebi.lity vith a view to ensuring that

v,conrpensation is paid for damge thus caused,

Have am ed as follovs- '

s :

United States of America: Proposal :
TS (8/A6.205/8.2/L.19)

CONVENTION CONCERNING LIABILITY FOR DAMAGI{. CAUSED
BY THE LAD'NGHING OF OBJECTS IN'I‘O OUTEB. SPACE

.

The Contracting Parties »

Hecoggizigg that activities in the peaceful exploration and
use of.outer space may on occasion result in dmge , -

" Recall g the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
of Stat.es in the Exploration and Usa of Outer Space, Including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies signed om Ja.nu.ery 2'7 1967,

Seeking to est blish. a unifom rule of! liability end a-
simple and expeditious procedure governing financial )
compensstion for demage TtmoTw ;- ' -

elieving ‘that the establishmsnt of’ such a procedure vill -

'contribute to the growth of friendly rela.tions and co—_ ;

operation a.mng nations H
Agree as follovs. .

procedures con T
- ensure protection
by objacts launch




Definitions

Article 2

"Damage" shall be understood to mean loss of
life, bodily injury or damage to property for which
compensation may be claimed and assessed under the
national law of the person injured, or if not,
under applicable principles of international law.

"Launching" shall be understood to mean an
attempted launching or a launching operation
proper, whether or not it fulfils the
expectations of those responsible therefor.

"Space device" shall be understood to mean
any device intended to move in space and
sustained there by means other than the reaction
of air, as well as any constituent element of
such device or of the equipment used for its
launching or propulsion,

"Launching State" shall be understood to
mean the State or States which carry out the
launching of a space device or, when the
Applicant State is not able to determine the
said State or States, the State whose
territory is used for such launching.

"Applicant State" shall be understood to

-mean the State which has been injured, or whose

nationals, whether natural or juridical
persons, or whose permanent residents have been
injured, and which presents a claim for

compensation.

ARTICLE I

For the purposes of this Convention

(a) "Damage" means loss of life, personal
injury, or damage to property whether partial or
total.

(b) The term "launching" includes attempted
launchings.

(c)' "Launching State" means a Contracting
Party, or an international organization that has
transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-
General under Article V, paragraph 1, of this
Convention, that launches or actively and sub-
stantially participates in the launching of an
object into outer space, or from whose territory
or facility an object is launched into outer
space, or that exercises control over the orbit
or trajectory of such an object.

(d) "Presenting State" means a Contracting
Party, or an international organization that has
transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-
General under Article V, paragraph 1,of this

Cbnvention, that presents & claim for compensation

to a Respondent State.

(e) "Respondent State" means a Launching
State from which compensation is sought under
this Convention.

Article I
1. The provisions of this Convention shall
apply to compensation for loss of life, personal
injury or other impairment of health, and damage
to property Z_hereinafter called "dnmage:7:

Article 11

A claim for damage masy be advanced on the
ground of loss of profits and moral damage
whenever compensation for such damage is provided
for by the law of the State liable for damage in

general.

Article 1

3. For the purpose of this Convention
fSpace Object" means space ships, satellites,
orbital laboratories, contelners and any other
devices designed for movement in outer space
and sustalned there otherwise than by the
reaction of air, as well as the means of délivery

of such objects and any parts thereof.
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Field of application
and exemptions from
provisions of
agreement

State or inter-
national organization
liable

Article 1

(a) The provisions of this Convention shall apply
to compensaiion for damage caused to persons
or property by a space device or space

They shall not apply to

compensation for damage caused in the

’territoiy of the Launching State or suffered

devices,

by its nationals or permanent residents, or
for damage caused by a space device to

another space devibe,

Article 3*
The Launching State shall be held liable

for compensation for damage caused in the
circumstances stated in article 1 and defined
in article 2.

. in the launching of a space device, they shall
be held jointly and severally liable.

If several States participate

* The Belgian delegation reserves the right to
submit an amendment dealing with the
principle enunciated in this article.

ARTICLE II

1. The Launching State shall be absolutely
liable to pay compensation to the Presenting
State, in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention, for damage shown to have been
caused by the launching, transit or descent of
all or part of a space object.

3. There shall be no liability under this
Convention for damage caused to persons and
property within a launch facility or immediate
recovery area for participation in or
observation of the launch or recovery, or to
space objects and their personnel during

launching, transit or descent.

ARTICLE VII

A State shall not be liable under this
Convention for damage suffered by its own
nationals or nationals of other Respondent
States or by juridiéal persons beneficially
owned by such nationals, to the extent of

such ownership.

ARTICLE II

1. The Launching State shall be
absolutely liable to pay compensation to the
Presenting State, in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention, for damage
shown to have been caused by the launching,
transit or descent of all or part of a

space object.

- et T, o ey

Article 1

1. The provisions of this Convention shall
apply to compensation for loss of life, personal
injury or other impairment of health, and damage
to property [Eereiuafter called "damage:7:

(a) caused by an object during its launching
into outer space;

or

(b) Cauced in outer space, in the atmosphere
or on the ground by any manned or unmanned space
vehicle or any object after being lasunched, or
conveyed into outer space in any other way,
but they shall not apply to nuclear damage resulting
from the nuclear reactor of space objects.

2. Liability is also incurred even if, for
any reason, the space vehicle or other object

has not reached outer space.

Article VI

1. Liebility for damage shall rest with the
State or international organization which has
launched or attempted to launch the space vehicle
or object or has procured the launching, or with
the State from whose territory or facility the

launching was made.

&z efed



Question of
joint liability
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[Article 2 /Article 1 \6’:'5'

H\n

<~

"Launching" shall be understood to mean an (c¢) vLeunching State" means & Contracting 4

attempted launching or a launching operation
proper, whether or not it fulfils the
expectations of those responsible therefor.
"Launching State" shall be understood to
mean the State or States which carry out the

launching of a space device or, when the Applicant

State is not able to determine the said State
or States, the State whose territory is used
for such launching;7

Article 3*
The Launching State shall be held

liable for compensation for damage caused in
the circumstances stated in article 1 and
defined in article 2. If several States

Party, or an international organization that has

transmitted a declaration to the Secretary-
General under Article V, paragraph 1, of this
Convention, that launches or actively and
substantially participates in the launching of
an object into outer space, or from whose
territory or facility an object is launched

into outer space, or that exercises control

over the orbit or trajectory of such an object;7

ARTICLE 111

1. If under paragraph 1 of Article II or
paragraph 3 of Article V two or more Launching
States would be liable to pay compensation,
the Presenting State may proceed against any

Article VI

2. VWhere liability may be laid upon more
than one State or international organizationm,
their liability towards the claimant shall be
joint and several.

participate in the launching of a space or all such States individually or jointly
device, they shall be held jointly and for the total amount of damages.

severally liable. 2. When the Presenting State proceeds
against less than all possible Respondent
States, the State or States proceeded against
shall within three months give formal

notice to any other Launching States which
may be involved, and the States so

notified shall also become Respondent States
and shall participate in the settlement or
other disposition of the claim.

* The Belgian delegation reserves the right
to submit an amendment dealing with the
principle enunciated in this article.

3. When a claim has been presented to only
one Launching State and it does not notify and
join other Launching States under paragraph 2 of
this Article, it shall pay the entire
compensation which is found to be due. If any
Launching States are originally joined, or if
a Respondent State notifies and joins the other
Launching States, any settlement, agreement or
judgment shall specify the apportionment of
liability among the several Respondent States.

4. If a number of Contracting States
co-operate in a launching, and if they reduce
the terms of their co-operation to writing and
file a copy thereof with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Presenting States shall be on
notice as to those terms and shall be bound to
observe the proportionate shares of liability
assumed by the several Contracting States. If
payment of the specified proportionate share has
not been made by one or more Respondent States 'six
months after the amount of overall liability has been
ascertained, a Presenting State may demand payment
from any other Respondent State as provided in
Article III, paragraph 6.

5. The amount recoverable by the Presenting
State from any one Respondent State shall be reduced
to the extent of any compensation received in respect
of that claim by the Presenting State from any other
Respondent State, so that in no case shall the
aggregate of the compensation paid in respect of any
one claim exceed the amount which would be payable under
this Convention if only oneRespondent State were liable.

6. If any one of several Respondent States fails to
pay its proportionate share of the overall liability within
six months of the date of the ascertainment of the amount

due, the Presenting State may demand payment from any or

all of the other Respondent States. o g

7. A Respondent State which has not paid its 3 5 ;
proportionate share of the overall liability to the Presenting bt T
State shall be obligated to reimburse the other Respondent f§

States for their payments in excess of their proportionate
shares.

8. The periods specified in this Article shall not be




International
Organizations
and the
Agreement

Article 6

International organizations which
undertake to comply with this Convention
shall have/the same rights and
obligations as States. The States

members of the said international organizations

shall be held jointly and severally liable
for the obligations of the latter, whether
or not such States are p;rties to the
Convention., The accession of an
international organization shall be
accompanied by a notification of the joint
and several obligations so assumed by the

States members of the organization concerned.

The claims referred to in article 4 (a)
may, in the case of the international
organizationf{be presented through the
Secretary~General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE V
1. If an international organization
which conducts space activities trapsmits

to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations a declaration that it accepts and

undertakes to comply with the provisions
of the present Conventién, all the
provisions, except Articles XII, XV, XVI,
and XVII, shall apply to the organization
as they apply to a State which is a
Contracting Party.

2. The Contracting Parties to the
present Convention undertake to use
their best endeavours to ensure that any
international organization which c;nducts
space activities and of which they are
constituent members is authorized to
make and will make the declaration
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

3. If within one year of the date on
which compensation has beeﬂ agreed upon
or otherwise established pursuant to
Article X, an international organization
fails to pay such compensation, each
member of the organization which is a
Contracting Party shall, upon service of
notice of such default by the Presenting
State within three months of such default,
be liable for such compensation in the
manner and to the extent set forth inm

Article III.

Article VIT
If liability for damage rests with
an international orgenization, the
financial obligations towards States
sufferihg damage shall be met by the
international organization and by its
member States jointly and'severally.
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gticle l
(b) The occurrence of the '
”,event caueing the demege shall
h create e liability for conpensetion
once proof haa been givm that there
' s 8 relationship of cause end effect

k betveen the danege, on the one nand,
’ and the launching, motion or descent .
of ell or part of the space device,
.on the other hand
If the denage eufi‘ered results either
_fvholly or partielly from an act’ or
- omiseion on the part of the Applicent
- State or of netnrel or, juridical
pereons that it represents and such act
or omission has been committed, either
vith intent to cause damage or reshly
: end in full knouledge that damage will
probably result, the liability of the
Launching State to psy ccnpensetion
u.nder this Convention shall, to that
ext-ent, be vholly or pertially
'extinguished.

ARTIGLE 11

1. © The I.aunching State shall be
nbsolutely liable to pay compeneation to the
Presenting Stete, in accordance vith the
provisione of, this Convention, for damage
shown to bave been caused by the leunching
transit or descent of all or part of a spece
obj_ect. R B . ) :
T, e tne'dgm;ge .sufi_‘ered: results
either vholly’or pertiel.ly from 8 wilfal or
reckless ect or omission on the part of’ the

Presenting State, ‘or of ‘natural or Juridicel

persons that it represents, the liehility ot
the Launching State to pey compensation

under paragz'aph 1 of this Article ehall, to .

that extent be vholly or partia.lly -
extinguished . '
_3,“‘ There ehal.l be no liability ‘under
this Convention for demage cauaed to persons
and property Hithin a launch facility or
imediete recovery erea for participation
in or observation of the launch or Tecovery,
or to space objects and their personnel
during 1ennching, trensit or descent_.

dcle II1
Unless otherwise provided in
erticle IV and V, exemption from liability

may be gra.nted only in 8o ru- as’ the

State liable producee evidence that the

damage hae resulted nom natural disester
or from a \rilﬁxl act or from grose ERRY
negligence of the party su.t‘fering the -

_damage. '

Articlg Iv S
1. whevever danege ia done to a

obj} ect or to persons and property on *

board by another apace obje ect n cleim
shall eriee between each other, except in
so far as the clainent ‘State- produces

because ofi the fault -of 'the\ot'her stete ,‘;"-

of a pereon on behalf of whom the lat :

State might preeent a claim (erticle VIII)
2. If in the case mentioned in -

) peragraph 1, a clain arises on the pert of

a third State, liability of the States .
lieble for the space objects ehall be
joint a.nd aeveral.

Article v

The State shell assume liebility i‘or ‘
damage caused on the ground, in the . g
etmosphere or in outer space,. ir the
damage occurred vhile exercising en un-" .
levml ectivity in outer space or the ‘spac
vehicle or object vae 1a.unched i‘or unla f

pu.rpoees, or if the danag




Measure of

damages

Limitation
of
Liability in
amount

Payment of
compensation
in
convertible
currency

Article 2

"Damage" shall be understood to mean loss of
life, bodily injury or damage to property for
which compensation may be claimed and assessed
under the national law of the person injured, or
if not, under applicable principles of inter-
national law.

Article 4
(d) Sums due in compensation for damage shall
be fixed and payable either in the
currency of the applicant State or in a
freely transferable currency.

ARTICLE IV

The compensation which a State shall be liable to pay for
damage under this Convention shall be determined in accordance
with applicable principles of international law, justice and
equity.

ARTICLE VIII

1. The liability of the Launching State or States
shall not exceed with respect to each
launching.

2. If the total amount otherwise payable with
respect to the claims presented exceeds the limit of
liability provided by this Article, the following rules shall
apply:

(a) If the allowable claims are exclusively in respect of
loss or life or personal injury, or exclusively in
respect of damage to property, such claims shall
be reduced proportionately.
If the allowable claims are both in respect of loss of
life or personal injury and in respect of damage to
property, three foufths of the total sum distributable
shall be appropriated preferentially to meet claims in
respect of loss of life and personal injury and, if
insufficient, shall be distributed proportionately
between the claims concerned. The remainder of the
total sum distributable shall be distributed
proportionately among the claims in respect of damage to
property and the portion not already covered of the claims

in respect of loss of life and personal injury.

ARTICLE X1

Payment of compensation shall be made in the currency of the
Presenting State or a currency convertible readily and without
loss of value into the currency of or used by the Presenting
State.

Article II

. w B l—'
A claim for damage may be advanced +~ |7

on the ground of loss of profits and -

moral damage whenever compensation for
such damage is provided for by the law
of the State liable for damage in
general.

Presentation of

Article 2

claims by States

or international
organizations
and on behalf of

natural or

juridical persons

Joinder of
claims

napplicant State" shall be understood to mean

whether natural or juridical persons, or whose
permanent residents have been injured, and which

presents a claim for compensation.

Article 6

International organizations which undertake to
comply with this Convention shall have the same
rights and obligations as States.

The claims referred to in article 4 (a) may,
in the case of the international organization, be
presented through the Secretary-General of the
United Nationms.

Article 4
(f) There shall be joinder of claims where

there is more than one applicant in
respect of damage due to the same event or
where more than one State is liable

and the damage was caused by more than

one space device.

the State which has been injured, or whose nationals,

®

ARTICLE VI

1. A Contracting Party which suffers damage referred
to in Article II, paragraph 1, or whose natural or
juridical persons suffer such damage, may present a claim
for compensation to a Respondent State or States.

2. A Contracting Party may also present to a
Respondent State a claim of any natural person, other than
a person having the natiomality of a Respondent State,
permanently residing in its territory. However, a claim
of any individual claimant may be presented by only one

Contracting Party.

ARTICLE V

1. If an international organization which conducts
space activities transmits to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations a declaration that it accepts
and undertakes to comply with the provisions of the
present Convention, all the provisions, except
Articles XII, XV, XVI, and XVII, shall apply to the
organization as they apply to a State which is a
Contracting Party.

ARTICLE X

2. No increase in the membership of the commission
shall take place where two or more Presenting States
or Respondent States are joined in any ome proceeding
before the commission. The Presenting States so
joined shall collectively appoint one person to serve
on the commission in the same manner and subject to the
same conditions as would be the case for a single
Presenting State.
Respondent States are so joined, they shall collectively

Similarly, where two or more

appoint one person to serve on the commission in the same
way. If the Presenting or Respondent States fail to
appoint their member within three months, the person
appointed by the President of the International Court of

Justice shall constitute the sole member of the commission.

Article VITI

A claim for damage may be made
by a State in whose territory damage
has occurred or in respect of damage
suffered by its citizens or legal
entities whether in the territory of
that State or abroad.
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Presentation of
claims for

compensation (a).

through
diploma;ic
channel

Time limits for
presentation
of claims (a)

(e)

Pursuit of

remedies avail-

able in Respond- (b)
ent State or under
other inter-

national agreements

Article 4

Within two years after the occurrence of the
damage, or after the identification of the
State liable under article 1, the applicant
State shall present through the diplomatic
channel, to the State which it holds liable,
all claims for compensation concerning
itself and its nationals and residents. A
Contracting Party may request another State
to present its claim and otherwise represent

its interest in the event that it does not

" maintain diplomatic relations with the

Launching State.

Article 4

Within two years after the occurrence of the
damage, or after the identification of the
State liable under article 1, the applicant
State shall present through the diplomatic
channel, to the State which it holds liable,
all claims for cohpensation concerning
itself and its nationals and residents. A
Contracting Party may request another State
to present its claim and otherwise represent
its interest in the event that it does not
maintain diplomatic relations with the
Launching State.

The periods specified in this article shall

not be subject to interruption or suspension.

Article 4

If the applicant State or a person
represented by it brings an action for com-
pensation before the Courts or administrative
organs of the State receiving the claim, it
shall no longer be able to present a claim
for compensation for the same damage under
the provisions of this Convention. The said
provisions shall not be considered to require,
by impiication, the prior exhaustion of such
remedies as may exist under the rules of

ordinary law in the State receiving the claim.

ARTICLE VI

3. A claim shall be presented through the
diplomatic channel, A Contracting Party may
request another State to present its claim ind
othervise represent its interest in the event
that it does not maintain diplomatic relations

with a Réspondent State.

ARTICLE VI

4, Notice of a claim must be presented

within one year of the date on which the

accident occurred or, if the Presenting State

could not reasonably be expected to have known
of the facts giving rise to the claim, within
one year of the date on which those facts became
known to the Presenting State even if the nature
or extent of the damages may not be known to the

Presenting State.

ARTICLE IX

1, The presentation of a claim under this
Convention shall not require exhaustion of any
remedies vhich might otherwise exist in a
Respondent State.

2. If, however, the Presenting State, or a

‘natural or juridical person whom it might

represent, elects to pursue a claim in the admini-

strative agencies or courts of a Respondent
State of pursue ‘international remedies outside
this Convention, the Presenting State shall not
be entitled to pursue such claim under this

Convention against such Respondent State.

Article X

Thg claim shall be presented through
diplomatic channels. The claimant State may
request a third State to represent its
interests in the event it has no diplomatic

relations with the State liable,

Article IX

A claim must be presented within one year
of the date of occurrence of the damage, or of
the identification of the State that is liable.
If the applicant State could not reasonably be
expected to have known of the facts giving rise
to the claim, the claim must be presented
within one year of the date on which these

facts officially became known.
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Procedures
for

of claims
for -
compensation

settlement (c) 1If the State receiving the claim has not taken,
within six months after being approached, a
decision considered satisfactory by the
applicant State, the latter may have recourse
to arbitration.

Vithin ninety days of the date of the
request addressed to it by the applicant State,
the State receiving the claim shall appoint one
arbitrator, the applicant State shall appoint a
second and the President of the International
Court of Justice a third.
receiving the claim fails to appoint its arbi-
trator within the prescribed period, the pergon
appointed by the President of the International
Court of Justice shall be the sole arbitrator.

The Arbitration Commisgion shall take its
decisions according to 1av£/ and by majority
It shall make an award within six

months after the date of its establishment and

its decisions shall be binding. .
(d) Sums due in compensation for damage shall be
fixed and payable either in the currency of the
applicant State or in a freely transferable
{e) The periods specified in this article shall not
be subject to interruption or suspension.

(£) There shall be joinder of claims where there is
more than one applicant in respect of damage due
to the same event or where more than one State

is liable and the damage was caused by more than

one space device,

3/ An alternative might be "take its decisions

ex_aequo et bono"

ARTICLE X

1, If a claim presented under this Convention is

not settled within one year from the date on which

documentation is completed, the Presenting State may

request the establishment of a commission to decide the

claim, The competence of such commission shall extend

to any dispute arising from the interpretation or

application of this Convention, The Respondent State

and the Presenting State shall each promptly appoint one

person to serve on the commission, and a third person,

who shall act

as a chairman, shall be appointed by the

President of the International Court of Justice, If

the Respondent State fails to appoint its member within

three months,

the person appointed by the President of

the International Court of Justice shall constitute the

sole member of the commission.

2, No increase in the membership of the commission

shall take place where two or more Presenting States or

Respondent States are joined in any one proceeding before

the commission, The Presenting States so joined shall

collectively appoint one person to serve on the commission

in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as

vould be the case for a single Presenting State.

Similarly,‘vhere tWvo or more Respondent States are so

Joined, they shall collectively appoint one person to

serve on the commission in the same way.

or Respondent
three months,
International
member of the
3. The
4. The

arrive at its

States fail to appoeint their member within
the person appointed by the President of the
Court of Justice shall constitute thée sole
commission.

commission shall determine its own procedure.
commission shall conduct its business and

decision by majority vote. Such decision

shall state the views of the members of the commission,

S. The
expeditiously
6. The

decision of the commission shall be rendered
and shall be binding upon the parties,

expenses incurred in connexion with any pro-

ceeding before the commission shall be divided equally

between Fresenting and Respondent States,

Article XI

1. In case the State liable does not
satisfy the claim of the claimant State, the

claim for compensdtion shall be presented to

-a committee of arbitration set up by the two

States on a basis of parity. This committee
will determine its own procedure.

2. Should the committee mentioned in
paragraph 1 not arrive at a decision, the
States may agree upon an international
arbitration procedure or any other method of

settlement acceptable to both States.

If the Presenting




Space object
not to be
subject to
sequestration
or enforcement
measures

Jurisdiction of
International
Court of
Justice

Parties to
agreements,
signature,
accession and
ratification

Article 5

This Convention shall be open for signature
by States Members of the United Nations or aﬁy of
the specialized agencies or parties to the Statute
of the International Court of Justice, and by any
other State invited by the General Assembly of the
United Nations to become a Party to the Convention.
Any such State which does not sign this Convention
may accede to it at any time,

This Convention shall be subject to ratifica-
tion or appr&val by signatory States. Instruments
of ratification or approval and imstruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE XII

Subject to prior recourse to proceedings
under Articie X, any dispute arising from the
interpretation or application of this Convention,
which is not previously settled by other peace-
ful means, may be referred by any contracting
Party thereto to the International Court of

Justice for decision.

ARTICLE XV

The Convention shall be open for signature
by States Heﬁbers of the United Nations or of any
of the specialized agencies or Parties to the
Statute of the International Court of Justice, and
by any other State invited by the General Assembly
of the United Nations to become a party. Any
such State which does not sign this Convention may

accede to it at any time,

ARTICLE XVI
This Convention shall be subject to ratifica-
tion by signatory States. Instruments of
ratification and instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-éeneral of the United

Nations.

Article XII

a space ship of a foreign State shall not con-
stitute ground for sequestration or for the
application of enforcement measures to such space

ship.

Article XITI

1. This Convention shall be open for
signature to all States. It shall be ‘subject to
ratification. Instruments of ratification shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

Article XIV

After the Convention enters into force it
shall be open for accession to other States.
Instruments of accession shall be deposited wvith

the Secretary-General of the United Nations.




Entry into
force

Amendments

Withdrawal
from and
denunciation
of

agreement

Article 5

This Convention shall enter into force thirty
days after the date of the deposit of three
instruments of ratification, approval or accession.
For each State which deposits its instrument of
ratification, approval or accession after the entry
into force provided for in the preceding paragraph,
this Convention shall enter into force on the date

of deposit of such instrumenat.

Article 8

This Convention may be amended or supplemented

'a; the proposal of one or more Contracting Parties.

Such amendments shall take the form of additional
protocols which shall be binding on such Contracting
Such
Protocols shall enter into force when the majority of

Parties as ratify, approve or accede to them,

the Contracting Parties to this Convention have thus
accepted then. '

Article 7

Each Contracting Party may notify the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of its withdrawal from
this Cbnvgntion not less than five years after its
entry into force. Such withdrawal shall take effect
one year after receipt of the notice, which must be
in writing, Such withdrawal shall not relieve the
Contracting Party concerned of any obligation or
liability arising from damage inflicted before its

withdrawal takes effect,

ARTICLE XVIT ,

This Convention shall enter into force thirty

days followin§ the deposit of the fifth instrument

of ratification or accession. It shall enter into
force as to a State ratifying or acceding there-

after upon deposit of its instrument of ratifica-

.tion or accession,

ARTICLE XIII

A Contracting Party may propose amendments to
this Convention. An amendment shall come into
force for each Contracting Party accepting the
amendment on acceptance by a najérity of the Con-
tracting Parties, and thereafter for each’

remaining Contracting Party oan acceptance by it.

ARTICLE XIV

A Contracting Party may give notice of with-
drawal from this Convention five years after its
entry into force by written notification to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such
withdrawal shall take effect one year from the
date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary~General, A State withdrawing from
this Convention shall not thereby be relieved of
any obligation or liAbility with respect to
damages arising before withdrawal becomes

effective,

Article XIII
2. It (the Convention) shall enter into
force thirty days after the deposit with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of the

fifth instrument of ratification.

Article XV

With respect to each State which ratifies
the Convention or accedes thereto after the
deposit of the fifth instrument of ratifica-
tion, the Convention shall enter into force
thirty days after the date of deposit by the
State of its instrument of ratification or

accession,

Article XVI

Any Contracting State may denounce this
Convention by notification to the Secretary-
The

denunciation shall take effect one year after

General of .the United Nations.

the date on which the notification has been
received by the Secretary-General of the

United Nations,
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Notifications Article 9 ! ARTICLE XVIII Article XVII S
by Secretary- . . .
General - The Secretary~General of the United Nations The Secretary-General of the United Nations The Secretary-General of the United Nations
‘shall inform signatory States, and those which shall inform all States referred to in Article XV shall notify all States concerning:
ratify, approve or accede to this Conveation, of and all organizatioas which have made declarations (a) The signature of this Convention and
signatures, the deposit of instruments of under Article V, paragraph 1 of signatures, the deposit of instruments of ratificatiom or
ratification, approval or accession, the entry. deposits of instruments of ratification or accession in accordance with articles XIII and
into force of this Convention, proposals for accession, declarations referred to in Article V, XIvy
amendments, notifications of acceptance of paragraph 1, the date of eatry into force of this (b) The date of entry into force of this
additional protocols, and notices of withdrawal, Convention, proposals for amendments, notifications Convention in accordance with articles XIII and
of acceptances of amendments, the date of entry .4 44 '
into force of each amendment, and notices of with- (c) Denunciations received in accordance
drawal, and shall transmit to those States and with article XVI.
erganizations certified copies of each amendment
’ proposed.
Authentic . Article 10 ARTICLE XIX Article XVIII
text and
deposit of This Convention, of which the Chinese, This Convention, of which the Chinese, The original of this Convention, of which
agreement English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are English, Freach, Russian and Spanish texts are the texts in the Chinese, English, French,

equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Natioms, who
shall send certified true copies to all
siynatory States and to any State Member or.the

United Nations which so requests.

X

equally authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who
shall send certified copies of each to the States
mentioned in Article XV,

Russian and Spanish languages are equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall transait
certified copies thereof to all States.
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