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Opening of the session
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Draft convention on registration of objects launched into outer space

INTRODUCTION i
for the exploration or use of outer space

The various implications of space communications: report of the Working

1.

Office at CGeneva on 6 May 1974 under the chairmanship of H.E. Mr. Eugenlusz Wyzne
(Poland).

2.

who were attending the meetings of the Legal Sub-Committee for the first time.

3.

resolution 3182 (XXVIII), dated 18 December 1973, which requested that the
Sub-Committee should give highest priority to the draft treaty relating to the
moon and the draft convention on registration of space objects launched into oute
space. The General Assembly had also requested the Sub-Committee to give high
priority to the question of elaborating principles governing the use by States of
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting with a view to
concluding en international agreement or agreements, and to devote part of the
current session to the legal implications of the earth resources survey by remote
sensing satellites. The Assembly had also agreed that the Sub-Committee should,
as time permitted, consider matters relating to the definition and/or delimitatio
of outer space and outer space activities. The Chairman noted that the workload
of the Sub-Committee at its present session was therefore a heavy one and he urge
that every effort be made by the Sub-Committee to discharge its functions in a
constructive manner and in the same spirit of understanding and co-operation as
members of the Sub-Committee had shown in the past.

L,

the recently appointed Legal Counsel and Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Mr. Suy made a statement in which he referred to the various items to
considered by the Sub-Committee at its current session and emphasized the import

of this work.

Adoption of the agenda

. . ' ' . Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites
The Legal Sub-Committee opened its thirteenth session at the United Natioms
Matter§ relating to the activities carried out through remote sensing
satellite surveys of earth resources

The Chairmen in his opening statement welcomed the delegations of nine State

@ 6. Matters relating to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space

and outer space activities

The Chairmen drew the Sub-Committee's attention to General Assembly ] )
ganization of work

The §ub—Committee at its opening meeting decided that it would begin its work
t@ a brief exchange of views on the items before it. The Sub-Committee also
c1@eq to re-establish its two working groups of the whole, to consider the
ovisions of'the draft treaty relating to the moon (Working Group I) and the
aft convention on registration (Working Group II). The Sub-Committee also
cided to establish a third working group on direct broadcast satellites (Workin
oup IIT). Tt was decided that Working Groups I and II would meet during the ®
rst two weeks of the session and that Working Group IIT would meet in the third
ek: The Sub-Committee ggreed that it would take up the gquestion of remote
: n§1ng.at the beginning of its fourth week and devote appropriate time to it
aking into account the progress reached on the other items.

oupw;§k%ngt§roup I was presided over by the representative of Hungary, Working
y the representative of Austria and Working G
presentative of India. € froup LIT by the

At its 209th meeting the Chairman welcomed to the Sub-Committee Mr. Erik Su

There were.eight meetings of Working Group I and nine meetings of Working
?ui IT. W?rklng group IIT at its first meeting established a drafting group
ich held six meetings and Working Group IIT itself held three meetings.

) d‘I‘he C?airmen of Working Groups I and II reported to the Sub-Committee at its
nd meeting on 28 May and the Chairman of Working Group III reported to the

5.
session (A/AC.105/C.2/L.90):

additional members were appointed to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space: Chile; German Democratic Republic; Germany, Federal Republic ofj Indones
Kenya; Nigeria; Pakistan; Sudan and Venezuela.

. ) ] b-Committee at its 223rd meeting on 29 May.
At its opening meeting, the Sub-Committee adopted the following agenda for

ﬁotThe Su?—Committeé, as agreed, considered item 5 of the agenda concerning
€ sensing satellite surveys of earth resources at its 220th to 223rd meetings

1. Statement by the Chairman 27, 28 and 29 May.

-

83152: Su?—Czﬁglttee co§51dered the ques?ion regarding the venue of its future
mmitteé ton ; 1s connexion, some delegatlons proposed to recommend to the parent
D Comms b Cbazge the system of rotation of the sessions of the Legal
¢ roquct ef i ween New Yo?k and Geneva and to hold all sessions in Geneva. Upon
T o f_hese.del?gat}ons? the Secretariat submitted to the Sub-Committee
nene on 1nan?1al implications of convening the Legal Sub-Committee at

or New York in 1975 (A/AC.105/C.2/L.100). According to this document, costs

2. Draft treaty relating to the moon

% Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 3182 (XXVIII) the following

/- /...
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for holding meetings at Geneva outside the peak load periods might in certain
circumstances be slightly lower than in New York. Certain other delegations saig
that they had no instructions that would permit changing the agreed system of
alternating sessions between New York and Geneva, and noted that they had not hagd
a sufficient opportunity to study the cost data contained in document
A/AC.105/C.2/L.100 which had been circulated on the day before the session
concluded. These delegations believed that any decision to alter the agreed
rotation system would have to await consideration of the question in the Outer
Space Committee. The Sub-Committee was of the opinion that in establishing the
1975 time-table of meetings of United Nations bodies dealing with questions
pertaining to outer space, it would be appropriate for the Committee to take this
document into account (the document is reproduced as annex V of the present

report).

12. The Sub-Committee held a total of 18 meetings. The views expressed in the
Sub-Committee are summarized in documents A/AC.105/C.2/SR.208-225.

13. The Sub-Committee concluded its work on 31 May 1974 by adopting the present
report unanimously. A list of the representatives of States members of the
Sub-Committee attending the session, of the observers for specialized agencies
and of the secretariat of the Sub-Committee, is to be found in document

A/AC.105/C.2/INF.6.
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I. DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON

%h. At the 209th meeting of the Sub-Committee, on 7 May, the Chairman made an
1ntro§u§t;ry statement on the draft treaty relating to the moon (agenda item 2)
in whic e outlined the work previously undertaken in the i

it treaty. preparation of the

15. T@e Sub-Committee had before it the following texts: a preamble and

21 articles iycluding final clauses which the Sub-Committee approved at its
elevent@ session in 1972 and on the basis of which the Sub-Committee decided to
Pursue 1?8 work (A/AC.105/101, para. 21); the text of six provisions formulated by
its Working Group and taken note of by the Sub-Committee at its twelfth session in
1973 (A/AC.105/115, para. 17); the text relating to article X contained in annex T
of the 1973 report of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/115, annex I (c)); an
informal proposal referred to in paragraph 25 of the report of the Commitéee on
?he Peaceful qses of Outer Space (A/9020); and the report of the Chairman of the
informal vorklng group established by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Oute
Space at its sixteenth session in 1973 (A/9020, annex TII). i

16. As indicated'in paragraph 6 above, the Sub-Committee on 6 May re-established
Working Group I with respect to agenda item 2. In the course of the discussions

in the Sub-Committee and i . :
submitted: and the Working Group, the following working papers were

g g

Working paper by Bulgaria which contained the text of a draft treaty consisting
;fbacpreamble and 21 articles, based on the text formulated by the
ub-~Committee at its previous sessions, to i i
gether with certain ch
amendments (A/AC.105/C.2/L.93). ’ Frees and

Working paper by India and co-sponsored b i i
vy B t amendin t
(A/AC T08 /6 B/T 055 gy p g article V, para. 1

Working paper by India amending article I, para. 1 (ii) (A/AC.105/C.2/L.96).

Joint working paper by India and Ni i
: geria and co-sponsored by Egypt i
article X (A/AC.lOS/C.2/L.97). v ReypT melsting to

Working paper by Mongolia relating to article X (A/AC.105/C.2/L.98/Rev.1).

éléupA§ the 2§2nd meeting of the Sub-Committee on 28 May, the Chairman of Working

apmral igpor ed on the work of that Group. The Sub-Committee took note with

WItL th: gon‘of the report and ?f the W?rk done by Working Group I. In accordance

Chat rme :c131og taken by t@e Sub-Commlttge at the same meeting, the report of the

o of Working Group I is reproduced in annex I (A) of the present report. The
1ng papers referred to in paragraph 15 above are reproduced in annex I (B).

18.

The - it i i i
treat Legal Sub-Committee considered that it should continue work on the draft

¥ relating to the moon at its next session as a priority item on its agenda.

/o..
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stategeiil%g:ggigizrti? Treagyupn Principles Governing the Activities of
: ration an se of Outer Space, including th
SEZer C§%§§§1al Bodlesg affi?ms that States shali bear intirnaiifgzi and
thePEEZi ility for the}r national activities in outer space and refers to
e on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried
X 9

IT. DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED
INTO OUTER SPACE FOR THE EXPLORATION OR USE OF OUTER

SPACE

Recalling also that the Agreement on the Rescue of A
stron
g;zsigezf%ﬁzzroniuts agd the Retgrn of Objects Launched into Oiﬁzigszzse
o oy :heaunghlng authorl?y shgll, upon request, furnish identifying
s the tores r§ urn.o? an object it has launched into outer space found
rritorial limits of the launching authority P o
2

19. At the 210th meeting of the Sub-Committee on 8 May, the Chairman made an
introductory statement on the draft convention on registration of space objects
(agenda item 3) in which he sunmarized previous consideration of the draft

convention.

20. The Sub-Committee had before it the text of a preamble and 10 articles 5
formulated by its Working Group, which had been taken note of by the Sub-Committe
at its twelfth session in 1973 (A/AC.105/115, para. 2L): and the report of the

Chairman of the informal working group established by the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its cixteenth session in 1973 (A/9020, annex I1)

Damagieg:illggbfurther thét the Convention on International Liability for
sed by Space Objects establishes international rules and procedures

concerning the liability of 1la i
objects. s unching States for damage caused by their space

Taki . —
bodieé%glgfﬁggggigg :ﬁe‘tieatyt?elatlng to the Moon /and other celestial
5/ el international legal régime for :
use of the Moon /and other celestial bodies7;§ or the exploration and

_Committee on 6 May re-establishe

»1. As indicated in paragraph 6 above, the Sub
Tn the course of the discussion

Working Group II with respect to agenda item 3.
in the Sub-Committee and the Working Group, two wor T
of space objects were submitted: one by Canada (A/AC.105/C.2/L.92) and the othe:
jointly by Argentina, Brazil, India, Mexico, Nigeria and Sudan (A/AC.105/C.2/L.9 Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on Principles G
Gy . - . — . eS ov >
ﬁﬁil&;tles gf States in t@e Explgration and Use of guter szzzlninzgid.
on and Other Celestial Bodies to make provision for the gationallng

registration by launching States of space objects launched into outer space
9

following consideration of the texts before it and after
completed the preparation of the text of &
objects launched into outer space and approv
final examination by a drafting

22, The Working Group,
substantial informal consultations,
draft convention on registration of
on 27 May this text which was subsequently given

group.

Desiri .
space E:lzzgibigzgzgraggat i ze?trgl register of objects launched into outer
maintaine .
General of the United Nabions. on a mandatory basis, by the Secretary-

Committee on 28 May, the Chairman of Workin
Group and submitted the text of the draft
convention on registration of objects launched into outer space (PUOS/C.2(XIIT)
We.II/1) for approval by the Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee took note with

appreciation of the report and of the work done by Working Group II. In accord
with the decision taken by the gub-Committee at the same meeting, the report of
the Chairman of Working Group IT is reproduced in annex 1T (A) of the present
report. The working papers referred to in paragraph 19 above are reproduced in

annex IT (B).

23, At the 222nd meeting of the Sub-

Group II reported on the work of the Desiring also to provide for States Parties additional m ;
- eans an

procedures to assist in the identification of space objects
- 2

Beldevi
uber :;;52135 ;gat.a mandgtory system of registering objects launched into
outer Space v Ehe9 1nlparz}cular, assist in their identification and would
application and development i i i
the exploration and use of outer space, g of intemational law governing

Have agreed as follows:

the Sub-Committee adopted the text of the draft

oli, At the same meeting,
at A/AC.105/C.2/13 and is reproduced below

convention which was issued in docume
Article T

Draft convention on registration of objects
launched into outer space

For the purpose of this Convention:

(a) The term "launching State" means:

The States Parties to this Convention

ing th ; .
rthering the (i) A State which launches or procures the launching of a space

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in fu
object;

exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

% . .
A
ferring S§2253§Zf§nczﬁeth:? or not to delete this preambular paragraph before
2 vention to the General A b ; y L
e ssembl
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space y will have to be taken by

/o..
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(ii) A State from whose territory or facility a space object is
launched;

(b) The term "space object” includes component parts of a space

object as well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof:

. . o
(¢) The term "State of registry" means a launching State on whos

registry a space object is carried in accordance with article IT.

Article I

ct is launched into earth orbit or beyond,.the
means of an entry in
Each launching State

1. When a space obje :
launching State shall register.the space ?bgegt by
an appropriate registry which it shall malntéln.
shall inform the Secretary-General of the Unite

of such a registry.

2. Vhere there are two or more launch%ng Stgtes in respect oi igy
such space object, they shall joint%y determine which one of E?i?es gearing
register the object in accordance with paragraph 1 of thls‘ar. leS,Governing
in mind the provisions of article VIII of the Treaty on Princip

the Activities of States in the Explor 1 of O :
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, and without prejudice to appropriate

agreements concluded or to be concluded among the launching States on
jurisdiction and control over the space object and

d the conditions under which it

ch registry an
. T e be acton ¢ b f registry concerned.

is maintained shall be determined by the State o

Article IIT

General of the United Nations shall maintain a

tary- ) L
o e eh the 4 ion furnished in accordance with article IV

Register in which the informat
shall be recorded.

2 There shall be full and open access to the information in this

Register.

Article IV

1 Fach State of registry shall furnish to the Secr?tary~Ge?eral of
the Uhited Nations, as soon as practicable, the.follow1ng information
concerning each space object carried on its registry:

(s) Name of launching State or States:

(b) An appropriate designator of the space object or its registration

number

4 Nations of the establishment

ation and Use of Outer Space, including

over any personnel thereof

/
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(¢) Date and territory or location of launch:
(d) Basic orbital parameters, including:
(i) Nodal period,
(ii) 1Inclination,
(iii) Apogee, and
(iv) Perigee:
(e) General function of the space object.
2, Each State of registry may, from time to time, provide the

Secretary-General of the United Nations with additional information
concerning a space object carried on its registry.

3. Each State of registry shall notify the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, to the greatest extent feasible and as soon as practicable,
of space objects concerning which it has previously transmitted information,
and which have been but no longer are in earth orbit.

Article V

Whenever & space object launched into earth orbit or beyond is marked
with the designator or registration number referred to in article IV (1) (b),
or both, the State of registry shall notify the Secretary-General of this
fact when submitting the information regarding the space object in accordance
with article IV. 1In such case, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall record this notification in the Register.

Article VI

Where the application of the provisions of this Convention has not
enabled a State Party to identify a space object which has caused damage to
it or to any of its natural or juridical persons, or which may be of a
hazardous or deleterious nature, other States Parties, including in
particular States possessing space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall
respond to the greatest extent feasible to a request by that State Party,
or transmitted through the Secretary-General on its behalf, for assistance
under equitable and reasonable conditions in the identification of the object.
A State Party making such a request shall, to the greatest extent feasible,
submit information as to the time, nature and circumstances of the events
giving rise to the request. Arrangements under which such assistance shall
be rendered shall be the object of agreement between the parties concerned.
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Article VIT Article X

Teg years after the entry into force of this Conv i i

the review of this Convention shall be included in theeg:ézggi2§21qze:;§2no;f
the Unlteq Nations General Assembly in order to consider, in the 1i gt of
past app%lcation of the Convention, whether it requires ;evision %owever

at any time after the Convention has been in force for five yearé at the ’
request of one third of the States Parties to the Convention andswith the
concurrence of the majority of the States Parties, a conferegce of the Stat
?artles shall'be convened to review this Convention. Such review shall tzk:s
into accoun? in particular any relevant technological developments, includi
those relating to the identification of space objects. ’ e

1. In this Convention, with the exception of articles VIII to XIT
inclusive references to States shall be deemed to apply to any international
intergovernmental organization which conducts space activities if the
organization declares its acceptance of the rights and obligations provided
for in this Convention and if a majority of the States members of the
organization are States Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

2. States members of any such organization which are States Parties
to this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the
organization makes a declaration in accordance with the preceding paragraph.

Article XTI

Any State P?rty to this Convention may give notice of its withdrawal
from the Convention one year after its entry into force by written notificati
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such withdrawal shall tak e
effect one year from the date of receipt of this notification. o

Article VIII

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at United

Nations Headquarters in New York. Any State which does not sign this
Convention before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of thi

article may accede to it at any time.

Article XIT

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory
States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

The original of this Convention, of whi i i
. : . vhich the Arabic, Chinese, English
F?inch, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, ;hall be &epogited,
wi @ the Secretary-General of the United Nations who shall send certified
copies thereof to all signatory and acceding States.

3. This Convention shall enter into force among the States which have
deposited instruments of ratification on the deposit of the fifth such
instrument with the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations.

theirIfengNf§S WgEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by
: ective Governments, have signed this C i
signature at New York on ...j,,......é?........ Onvent;on, epened for

L. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are
deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall
enter into force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of

ratification or accession.

Presentation of the draft convention to the Committee

25. At its 224th meeting on 30 May, the Sub-Committee took note with appreciation
of the telegram from the Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space.congratulating the Chairman and members of the Legal Sub-Committee on their
zgopﬁ;on of the draft convention. Thg Sub-Committee decided to request its Chairman
fo;t; h? is una?le to do so, t@e Chairman of Working Group II, to attend the

coming session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in order
tO pr?sent the draft convention to the Committee and to provide such information
relating to the draft convention as might be required.

5. The Secretary-General shall promptly inform all signatory and
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each
instrument of ratification of and accession to this Convention, the date of

its entry into force and other notices.

Article IX

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to this
Convention. Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the
Convention accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority
of the States Parties to the Convention and thereafter for each remaining
State Party to the Convention on the date of acceptance by it.
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THE VARIOUS IMPLICATIONS OF SPACE COMMUNICATTIONS:
REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON DIRECT BROADCAST

SATELLITES

IIT.

mmittee on 13 May 1974, the Chairman made
enda item U4 relating to direct broadcast satellit
ound of this item. At the 216th meeting on

s item was made by Mr. Abdel Ghani, Chief of
There was a general exchange of views in the
and 219th meetings on 20, 22 and oL May 197h.

o6. At the 213th meeting of the Sub-Co

an introductory statement on ag
in which he outlined the backgr
17 May 19Tk, a statement on thi
the Outer Space Affairs Division.
Sub--Committee at the 21Tth, 218th

the General Assembly

e Chairmsn noted in his introductory statement,
endorsed the decision

82 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973,

e Working Group on Di
session of the Legal Sub-

27. As th
had, in its resolution 31
of the Outer Space Committee that th
should be convened before the present

that the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Sat
principles on the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct

television broadcasting in accordance with General Assembly resolution

2916 (XXVII) of 9 November 1972, with a view to making specific recommendations
for the work of the Legal Sub-Committee in this field. The Working Group on
Direct Broadcast Satellites accordingly met, in its £ifth session, in March
this year and its report (A/AC.105/127) was before the Sub-Committee.

28. The report of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites contained

the following proposals:

A proposal by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on principles
governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct
television broadcasting, being elaborated pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 2916 (XXVII) with a view to the conclusion of an
international agreement or agreements (A/AC.105/127, annex II):

inciples governing direct

sal by Canada and Sweden on draft pr
annex III):

A propo
dcasting by Satellite (a/AcC.105/127,

brosa

A proposal by the United States on draft principles on direct broadcast

satellites (A/AC.105/127, annex 1v);

A proposal by Argentina on direct broadcasting by satellites
(A/AC.105/127, annex V).

on in the Working Group on draft principles governi

The results of the discussi
ontained in paragraphs 31 t

direct television broadcasting by satellites were ¢
63 of that report.
As indicated in paragraph 6 above, the Sub-Committee on 6 May 19Tk establ

ect to agenda item 4. The Working Group decided to
on of draft principles with respect to the five

29.
Working Group IIT with resp

commence with the formulati

/.

rect Broadcast Satellite
Committee in order

ellites might consider and discuss
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following subjec?s: applicability of international law: rights and benefit
atates: 1nterna?1onal co-operation: State responsibilitYf and the Deaceiui =
settlemgnt of disputes. To consider these subjects the Working Gr i

a drafting group open to all members. ’ ¢ oup estabiished
es 30. The drafting group, following consideration of the relevant provisi

of the proposals referred to above, as well as of informal paperspsubmitzn; to 1
formu}ated the texts of five principles each of which included certain ele z e
on which agreement was not achieved and which therefore were enclosed in Square
rackets. The texts were subsequently endorsed by the Working G gquare
(PUOS/C.2(XIIT)/WG.III/1/Rev.1). ® Group on 25 ey

31. ‘At the 223rd meeting of the Sub-Committee on 29 May 19Tk, the Chai
Working Group I?I reported on the work of that Group. In acc;rdance wizgazhOf
equest of Working Group III, and the decision taken by the Sub-Committee e28
the report of the Chairman of that Working Group and the text of the fi e 'Mays
endorsed by t@e Working Group are included in this report as annex III%X? prineiples
g;;gg:zgas:z§1§:e$ b¥CAr§entina, Austria, Belgium, Gefmany9 Federal RepubiicAof

a onfe ' ’
oo annei III(B)x:ence room paper PUOS/C.2(XIII)/WG.III/DG/CRP.1) is

32.k Hazlgg regard t? the degree of consensus already achieved and the amount of

yzr dye t‘o be done in the elaboration of principles in the field of direct

3122 ?iivigi)bytgzagsbog sa?:illte in accordance with General Assembly resolution
)5 & ub-Committee was of the opinion that it sh i i

work as a priority item at its next session. . +h showld contimue this

Iv. MATTERS RELATING TO THE ACTIVITIES
CARRIED OUT THROUGH REMOTE SENSING

SATELLITE SURVEYS OF EARTH RESOURCES

introgzczginigziemeezing oftzhe Sub-Committee on 24 May 1974, the Chairman made an
ment on matters relating to the activiti i
mote sensing satellite surve e O tatomer

e se vs of earth resources (agenda it
this item was also made b i o o P an foaement
1 thi N y Mr. Abdel-Chani, Chief of th i
Division, at the 220th meeti . . Sron exchonge of viow

ng on 27 May. There was a i

. ® : . : general exchange of v

he Sub-Committee at its meetings (220th-223rd) held on 27, 28 andg29 Maylig$h

: riz ;he‘Chairman noted in his introductory statement, the General Assembly in
R Com;igzlon S%B?t(XXVIII) of 8 December 1973 recommended "that the Legal
~ ee, at its next session, should res d i i
o ; > pond to the request for its vi
plizazgziznngiiup ontiemote Sensing of the Earth by Satellite, on the legSYS
o e earth resources survey by r i i i
't o thet seseion to thic warsage. " vy by remote sensing satellites, devoting

>. T i i

nSinzeoquQCogmlttee had befqre it the report of the Working Group on Remote

g of .: arth by Satellites on the work of its third session (A/AC.105/125)
mmittee had also before it the text of the following proposals: ‘
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Argentina: draft international agreement on activities carried out through

. Brazil: treaty on remote sensing of natural resources by satellites - draf

item 6.

France: draft principles governing remote sensing of earth resources from

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: model draft principles governing the

In the course of the discussions in the Sub-Committee, a working paper was submit
jointly by France and the USSR containing draft principles governing the activiti
of States in the field of remote sensing of earth resources by means of space :
technology (A/AC.105/C.2/L.99). Those proposals are reproduced in annex IV of th
present report. .

36. In view of the organization of its work as reflected in paragraph 6 above,
the Sub-Committee did not have time to formulate a response to the reguest of the
Working Group for its views on the legal implications of remote sensing, as
recommended by the General Assembly in resolution 3182 (XXVIII), and was unable t
give full consideration to the proposals before it under this item. The ’
Sub-Committee, therefore, considered that at its next session it should continue
work on this question as a priority item on its agenda.

37. The Sub-Committee because of lack of time was not able to consider agenda

exchange of views.
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Annex T
remote-sensing satellite surveys of earth resources (A/AC.105/C.2/L.73 A

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO AGENDA ITEM 2

basic articles (A/AC.105/122). (DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON)

outer space (A/AC.105/L.69). (A) Report of the Chairman of Working Group I

The Sub-Committee at its 208th meeting held on 6 May 1974, decided to
re-establish Working Group I to continue its consideration of the draft treaty
relating to the moon. The Working Group held eight meetings between the 6th and
17th of May.

use of space technology by States for the study of earth resources
(A/AC.105/C.2/1.88).

The Working Group had before it a draft consisting of a preamble and
21 articles approved by the Sub-Committee in the course of its eleventh session
and on the basis of which the Sub-Committee decided to pursue its work at its
twelfth session. The Working Group had further before it the text of six
provisions formulated by the Working Group and taken note of by the Sub-Committee
at its twelfth session in 1973; the text relating to article X originally worked
out in informal consultations and contained in document A/AC.105/115, an informal
proposal relating to article X referred to in paragraph 25 of the report of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space; and the report of the Chairman of
the informal Working Group established by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space at 1its sixteenth session in 1973.

The members of the Working Group agreed to concentrate their efforts on the
three main unresolved issues, i.e. the scope of the treaty (article I of the draft),
the information to be furnished on missions to the moon (article IV) and the
question of the natural resources of the moon (article X). Of these three problems
only the first (scope of the treaty) and the third (natural resources of the moon)
have been discussed in a detailed manner in the meetings of Working Group I.

V. MATTERS RELATING TO THE DEFINITION AND/OR DELIMITATION
OF OUTER SPACE AND OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES

However, some delegations recorded their views on this item in the gener

In the course of the discussions in the Sub-Committee and the Working Group,
‘the following working papers relating to the moon treaty were submitted.

A working paper (A/AC.105/C.2/L.91 and Corr.l) by the United States concerning
the rearrangement of the draft articles.

A working paper by Bulgaria (A/AC.105/C.2/1.93) which contained the text of a
draft treaty based on the text of the working paper submitted by the same
delegation in the course of the previous session of the Sub-Committee, and on
the provisions .approved by the Working Group during the twelfth session of
the Sub-Committee, together with certain changes and amendments.

A working paper submitted by India and co-sponsored by Egypt
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.95) concerning the freedom of scientific investigation on the
moon.

/oo,
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Eeypt, India and Nigeria: working paper
(Document A/AC.105/C.2/L.97 of 13 May 197L)

Draft treaty relating to the moon

Proposed amendment to article X

rked out in informal consultations and

Add a final paragraph 8 to the text wo
h session of the Legal Sub-Committee

considered by Working Group I at the twelft
(annex I(c) of A/AC.105/115):

ration for experimental purposes of the

The State Parties may engage in explo
lowing terms and conditions:

moon and other celestial podies on the fol

exploration of the moon and other

tary-General of the United Nations,
the areas of the moon
ts to be conducted,

(1) States Parties planning such
celestial bodies shall notify the Secre
in advance, about the details of their mission, namely,
and other celestial bodies to be explored, the experimen

(2) In carrying out such exploration, States Parties may collect on and
remove from the moon and other celestial bodies samples of minerals and other
substances. Property in such samples shall vest in the United Nations.

(3) States Parties shall permit participation of other States in each
mission to the moon and other celestial bodies for such exploration. :

(4) States Parties shall deposit with the Secretary-General of the Unit
lations all information about the samples and other data and their analysis

thereof.

(5) States Parties shall disseminate to all requesting States as well a
other organizations, the samples and the data received from the exploration o

the moon and other celestial bodies, including information regarding the

techniques of analysis of such samples and data.

(6) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall make an annual
report to the General Assermbly about such activities.

Mongolia: working paper
(Document A/AC.105/C.2/L.98/Rev.1 of 20 May 197L)

Draft treaty relating to the moon

As a compromise, article X, paragraph L of the draft treaty relating to the
Moon prepared by the Sub-Committee, or article X-bis of the draft treaty submitte
by the delegation of Bulgaria might be replaced by the following article:

"Tn establishing a régime for the exploitation of the natural resources
the moon, the States Parties to the Treaty shall base themselves on the
principle declaring the exploration and use of the moon to be the province O
211 mankind and shall give appropriate attention to enabling all States to €
the benefits resulting from exploitation of the natural resources of the m?O
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Annex II

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO AGENDA ITEM 3

(DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO
SPACE FOR THE EXPLORATION OR USE OF OUTER SPACE)

(A) Report of the Chairman of Working Group II

regiszgzgigi ggozg‘lltenirustid with the task of elaborating a draft convention on
jects launched into outer space was re-established

C - b

Sub-Committee on 6 May 19Tk and held a total of nine meetings. o4 By the

' ghethrking G?oup ?ased itself on the text of a draft convention on
registration contained in appendix B of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful

Uses of Outer Space (Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth Session
- < H]

i:;slzzegi No: 20 (A/9020)); this text consisted of a preamble and 10 articles as
pell oo e ?1tle of a draft convention - approved by Working Group II during the
e cOmm§EESIOntO£hthe Legal Sub-Committee in 1973 and taken note of by the
- ee g at session - and a review clause a 1
C d by an informal
Working Group set up by the Committee Dees of 0 ol
: s on the Peaceful Uses of Out S i
Sixteenth Session held in 1973 as well isi o e
: as a provision on marking of j
which had been worked out at that time in i s e intoa e
: e in informal consultations and submitt
member Governments for consideration, but on which no agreement had been reasgego

Sub_CSEZ.Siscussions in Wbrking Group II during the present session of the Legal
Sub-Con io ee focused mainly on the @arking provision contained in article IIT (bis)
pag of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

’ After various proposals on this gquestion had been submitted by a number of

g;liiizizni a com§€o§%se article on marking was finally agreed upon in the course
al consultations which states that whenever ! } i
earth orbit or beyond is marked with i ool pnat e e etranion e
an appropriate designator o i i
number (or both), the State of regi i ey g
gistry shall notify the S t i
o O Doth), the f ) v ecretary-General of this
g information regarding the spac bject i i
relevant provision of the conventi ’ Toe tne Seoretame g T
T ntion. In such case, the Secret
record this notification in the regi s p i e e o
: b gister. As this provision id
marking and a substantial number of 4 ] i D opinion thay oo
) elegations had been of th ini
convention on registration should contai isi fory maring A
: ain a provision on mandat i
o C atory markin a
iy zgzgdczﬁgrigizz wai reached during the aforementioned informal consultiéions
w clause contained in article VIIT (bis)
of the Committee on the Pea B o e o e TeRoT
ceful Uses of Outer Space in a t i i '
expressly states that an eventual i e et o B
. review of the conventi i i
foke 1o oooues The ; 1on on registration shall
- L , inter alia, relevant tech i i
SGemtitioation ot spaes Objecgs. echnological developments relating to the

After further informal consultations, Working Group II was able to approve the

ents . .
spazzeoze§$ &f a drift convention on registration of objects launched into outer
T ay 1974. In the course of these informal consultations the desire was

/...
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also expressed to entrust the Secretary-General of the United Nations with the
function of depositary of the registration convention; in this connexion it was
understood that the precedent established by the General Assembly on

1L December 1973 in relation to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents
would be followed. The final clauses were thus changed accordingly and the
revised final clauses were endorsed by the Working Group. After having approved
the text of a draft convention on registration, Working Group IT set up an open-
ended drafting group in order to make the necessary adjustments in all the
authentic texts of the draft convention.

T should now like to draw the attention of the distinguished members of this
Sub-Committee to the text of the draft convention on registration as revised by
the aforementioned drafting group (document pPUOS/C.2(XIII)/WG.II/1). In this
connexion I should like to refer to the foot-note relating to the fifth preambular
paragraph - containing a reference to the moon treaty - which states that a

decision on whether or not to delete this preambular paragraph before referring this

convention to the General Assembly will have to be taken by the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The feeling was expressed in Working Group IT that a
decision on this matter should be left to the parent committee. The drafting group
decided to change the expression originally contained in article III, paragraphs 1
and 2, "space object launched into earth orbit or beyond", to 'space object carried
on its registry” as it was felt that such a change was preferable from the point of
view of logic and to avoid unintentional ambiguity. Furthermore, it was decided
to invert the order of articles III and IV and to change the references in these
sarticles as well as in article V - which contains the provision on marking -
accordingly. Finally, the drafting group decided to delete the reference to the
time-1limit for signature contained in article VIII, paragraph 1, in order to make
the final clauses follow more closely the Outer Space Treaty, and to make a number
of other small drafting changes in various articles.

In my capacity as Chairman of Working Group IT, I now submit with great
pleasure the draft convention on registration of objects launched into outer space
as contained in document PUOS/C.2(XIII)/WG.II/1 - to the Sub-Committee for approval

(B) Proposals

Canada: proposal
(Document A/AC.105/C.2/L.92 of T May 197h4)

Draft convention on registration of objects launched into outer space

On the basis of intersessional consultations, the Canadian delegation proposes
the following draft article on the marking of space objects which modifies and is
intended to replace bracketed article III bis, (appendix "B", report of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on its 1973 session; (Official Records
of the Ceneral Assembly, Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/9020)) of the
draft convention as elaborated so far.
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Article TIT bis

In any case when a space object launched into earth i i
marked with ?he appropriate international designator or rzgggzr2€izzygﬂibzi
referred to in article III (1) (b), the State of registry shall inform the
SecretaryTGeneral of this fact. In such case, the Secretary-General shall
record_thls information in the central register together with information
regarding the space object furnished in accordance with article III.

Argentina, Brazil, India, Mexico, Nigeria and Sudan:

proposal
(Document A/AC.105/C.2/L.94 of 10 May 197L)

Draft convention on registration of objects launched into outer space

Article IIT bis

1. _ Each space object launched into earth orbit or beyond shall be
marked, in the most appropriate way, with the international designator and

registration number referred to in article IITI (1) (b), i :
i if tech ]
practicable and economically feasible. ’ echnically

2. The State of registry that launches a space object into earth orbit
or ?eyond.and marks it with the appropriate international designator and
?eglstra?lon number shall so inform the Secretary-General when submitting th
information regarding the space object in accordance with article III. T X

case, the Secretary-General shall record this i i i
- ¢ l :
e tater. nformation in the central

In such
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