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Model letter from the Secretary-General to the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of States that have not yet become parties to the United Nations
treaties on outer space

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to resolution 58/89 of 9 December 2003, by which the
General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of international cooperation in
developing the rule of law, including the relevant norms of space law and their
important role in international cooperation for the exploration and use of outer space
for peaceful purposes, and urged States that had not yet become parties to the five
United Nations treaties on outer space to give consideration to ratifying or acceding to
those treaties as well as incorporating them in their national legislation.

There has been a significant rise in the importance to States of space science and
space applications, which enable greater understanding of the universe and contribute
to advances in education, health, environmental monitoring, the management of
natural resources, disaster management, meteorological forecasting, climate modelling,
information technology, satellite navigation and communications, and generally to the
well-being of humanity through economic, social and cultural development.

Over the past decade, significant changes have occurred in the structure,
substance and intensity of space activities, as reflected in the growing number of
participants in such activities. States are noting the benefits of the application of space
technologies to meet the unprecedented challenges of sustainable development. The
benefits derived from the exploration of outer space and from the use of space
technologies now play a major role in everyday life.

In view of the above, the development of and support for a corresponding
international legal regime should be considered by States as a matter of priority. Such
a regime underpins international space cooperation and enables all States to have equal
access to benefits deriving from the exploration and uses of outer space.

In its resolution entitled “The Space Millennium: Vienna Declaration on Space
and Human Development”, endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/68
of 6 December 1999, the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) recognized that the orderly conduct of
space activities was beneficial to all countries, whether or not they had already become
active in space research or had started to utilize space applications, and that active
support for space activities was expressed in the observance by States and by
international organizations of the provisions of the outer space treaties.

The United Nations treaties on outer space work for the benefit and in the
interests of all States Parties to those treaties. The benefits arising from adherence to
the treaties are truly evident to all States, irrespective of the degree of their economic
or scientific development. Wide acceptance by States of the responsibilities contained
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in the treaties would guarantee broad international cooperation in the scientific, as well
as the legal, aspects of the exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful purposes.

I would greatly appreciate, Excellency, your support in encouraging your country
to consider adherence to the United Nations treaties on outer space. For your
convenience, an explanatory document has been attached to the present letter; the
document includes a list of the benefits that may be derived by States that have
decided to become parties to the United Nations treaties on outer space.

I look forward to welcoming your State as a party to the United Nations treaties
on outer space.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Document to be attached to the letter from the Secretary-General
United Nations treaties on outer space
Introduction

In its resolutions each year on international cooperation in the peaceful uses of
outer space, the General Assembly has reaffirmed the importance of international
cooperation in developing the rule of law, including relevant norms of space law and
their important role in international cooperation for the exploration and use of outer
space for peaceful purposes, and has urged States that have not yet become parties to
the treaties governing the use of outer space to give consideration to ratifying or
acceding to them, as well as incorporating them into their national legislation. Each
treaty contains a mechanism for adherence and States may adhere to selected or to all
treaties.

In its resolution entitled “The Space Millennium: Vienna Declaration on Space
and Human Development”, endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/68
of 6 December 1999, the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) called for action to be taken to
promote the efforts of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in the
development of space law by inviting States to ratify or accede to the United Nations
treaties on outer space.

The five United Nations treaties on outer space are:

(a) Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (the “Outer
Space Treaty”, General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex): opened for signature
on 27 January 1967; entered into force on 10 October 1967; 98 ratifications and 27
signatures as at 1 January 2004;

(b) Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the
Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space (the “Rescue Agreement”, General
Assembly resolution 2345 (XXII), annex): opened for signature on 22 April 1968;
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entered into force on 3 December 1968; 88 ratifications, 25 signatures and
1 acceptance of rights and obligations as at 1 January 2004;

(c) Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects
(the “Liability Convention”, General Assembly resolution 2777 (XXVI), annex):
opened for signature on 29 March 1972; entered into force on 1 September 1972; 82
ratifications, 25 signatures and 2 acceptances of rights and obligations as at 1 January
2004;

(d) Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space (the
“Registration Convention”, General Assembly resolution 3235 (XXIX), annex):
opened for signature on 14 January 1975; entered into force on 15 September 1976; 45
ratifications, 4 signatures and 2 acceptances of rights and obligations as at 1 January
2004;

(e) Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies (the “Moon Agreement”, General Assembly resolution 34/68, annex):
opened for signature on 18 December 1979; entered into force on 11 July 1984; 10
ratifications and 5 signatures as at 1 January 2004.

Indicative list of benefits to, and rights and obligations of, parties to the
United Nations treaties on outer space

1. The exploration and use of outer space is carried out for the benefit and in the
interests of all mankind.

2. Outer space and celestial bodies are free for exploration and use by all States on
the basis of equality and in accordance with international law.

3. In the exploration and use of outer space, States are guided by the principle of
cooperation and mutual assistance and conduct all their activities in outer space
with due regard for the corresponding interests of other States.

4. States parties can participate in further law-making to develop the existing
regime.

5. Adherence of a State to the United Nations treaties on outer space could increase
its attractiveness to potential foreign partners seeking international cooperation
in the exploration and use of outer space.

6. Adherence of a State to the United Nations treaties on outer space could increase
its involvement in international cooperation mechanisms and, as a consequence,
improve its access to scientific, meteorological and other space-related data.

7. Adherence to the United Nations treaties on outer space provides international
rules and procedures for the peaceful settlement of disputes and for claiming
compensation and guarantees the protection of the interests of States and their
nationals who fall victim to damage caused by space objects.

23
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Adherence of a State to the United Nations treaties on outer space can increase its

confidence in the safety of space activities as the treaties require States to bear
international responsibility for national activities in outer space and to provide
the necessary authorization and supervision of such activities in line with the
principles set forth in the treaties.

The activities of States in the exploration and use of outer space should be carried
on in accordance with international law, including the Charter of the United
Nations, in the interest of maintaining international peace and security and
promoting international cooperation and understanding.

Outer space and celestial bodies are not subject to national appropriation by claim
of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation or by any other means.

States bear international responsibility for national activities in outer space,
whether they are carried out by government agencies or by non-governmental
entities, and for ensuring that national activities are carried out in conformity
with the principles set forth in the United Nations treaties on outer space.

A State party in whose registry an object launched into outer space is recorded
shall retain jurisdiction and control over such object, and over any personnel
thereof, while in outer space or on a celestial body.

Each State that launches or procures the launching of an object into outer space,
and each State from whose territory or facility an object is launched, is
internationally liable for damage to a foreign State or to its natural or juridical
persons by such object or its component parts on the Earth, in airspace, or in
outer space.

States parties to the treaties are encouraged to pursue studies of outer space,
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, and when exploring outer space,
they are required to avoid its harmful contamination, as well as to avoid
precipitating adverse changes in the environment of the Earth resulting from the
introduction of extraterrestrial matter.

States parties to the treaties undertake not to place in orbit around the Earth any
objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kind of weapon of mass
destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies or station such weapons in
outer space in any other manner. The Moon and other celestial bodies shall be
used by all States parties exclusively for peaceful purposes.



A/AC.105/826

Misk—

RRXASEHYMXRTER “&AH5E" #HRFRUESR
EH CRHTET B

R=,

[BUBR (% 1)) A4 BT 3 Jlictt 35 FO [ B DA A 20 * R0 COR T S A S = 1]
LS SR

Hic (GUEAL) M CRIdAZ) Bl “ A B —fEas kA
RV, RATENARYE CELaZ)) WELERYEAETUE,  (SHERY)
TR [ g % ) A A B 0 A DO A U I ST A I <

SER BRIV R AP 225 0 23 53 23 550U -+ i 2 DU R 5 S LA Rk /N 2%
S S WIIR T, FE AN A e G iR M T aoR T
B OCRSTE AT MU H TR, ¢

ERE TAEA IS8 A A o0 (L AZ) 8 (BHEAZ) 1
BUBHEMRRE, AR SR IR,

EEBIEH (SUERZD) M CEILAZA) BRI S) RAER AL,
BUFEB SR TE AR EE AT, oS [R5 3 1 B K B H 3, AP A A6 2 22
160 73 1 ) P o 5 A i, AR AR SBORF SIE AP 2 T35 s 38 0, B 65 BUR LA A
BURFSEARIBE S T RS 51 LU — AN A B S (AR BURF Se R LSk R R R

S8l B TR S RO IR A TR A5 TUAN 2 A8 ) 46 2, el 2 (STAE ) A
(FILR) FIE

Lo UM A ()35 B0 P TR S A AR 10 7 T 25 T4 2 2 1) 4 AR ) 2 (R
T EERR AR IS Z 25 18] G475 2R FAl RS 3 i Wl <3 S0 (1 4 20) .
% ) A A T 3 J 0% 2 R L B BEAT A 40 ) B (OG-8 A0 i N AN 2 23 T A 1) 2
290 LRI Ab AT O (0 T B e R AT G B s SCS5 IR, 0 2 R AUA ARSI i ] ¢k
s DUHEHENR B2 52 A B R IR AR BUR SEAA I A0 R 23 18]35 31

2. REWKEF BRI GULAZ) BUBA RS sl & 1E 7 ST e

3. BE—ZEMNCFRISNZ 2 A2 M2 0 H B ST wRE, B
FERNE LR I AT BURBAT fili:

COREH 27TI(XXVD) 5 I, [

b RAH 3235(XXIX) S ki, B

¢ (RSIERER, B TUmRSBL *hEE 20 %) FIHIIE(A/54/20 # Corr.1),
¢ A/AC.105/787, FREEDY, B,

¢ ORHE 2222(XXD) SR, BT

25



A/AC.105/826

26

4. BUKFEAEIIEBOR R 2 BT R O R AL, ARG
22 eV 5 TR Bsik 2 ) R P

5. AP RIS 2 2 0 2 32 A8 7870 F A4S AR O I RE AN B N, 4kt
J % TSR G MEARSC BRI ER I, 35 B L) g AR IR 25 )35



A/AC.105/826

M=

KTREHN “SIE=EREXFKIFAE XS /Y
WA H 8(a) TAFAEF IR G

L WEHNAZ BEE 2004 4F 3 29 HES 693 il BB A4 T TR
T H 8(a) “ L AMEZR R E SCFIRIAA KR HI 7 (1) TAEH . PNHZ R SE3 H
30 HE 696 k4 k%% Déborah Salgado Campania (JEJRZ/R) AT TAEL &
Ji o

2. EREPRE TARAER, MR Ah 2 i) 2 G e 28 DY+ = WU A]
AN 2 B2 3 =T LR S U0 i — BUE W, TARA I 2 AN S
A 223 A] 1R i SCRRI S R R = T

3. TARAWE] A

(@) FRAEH “RTASNRDAR T Re K v ) SRR &R S RER
BT (PR AR U] (A/AC.105/635/Add.10)

(b) ARLA XS I TS R T BE U5 B IR0 e S PR A R TR &
B HT PE 2 A B AL R (A/AC.105/C.2/L.249 il Corr.1) .

4. BRI B R TRUE NP R AT REW K ITEA B A 23 5
B PR B A7 (RSO H R D T kSR 5 x5 0 AR A AT SR IR 351 T i 1)

IR -

S TMEREIE T TAE AR /N 28 B2 58 DU O3 e — BRI,
AL R0 A 25 BRI 102 S TR RO S5 AP E R0, 7T LA S ki — X
S

6. TAEAiEbhgE, AT 1996 EIFUET TS NIRYIA A AERUK, H
30 ZANEFRL TARERMERE; SEAELD 7T MERRTTER, K&
WX AN H A5 X8R, & T A/AC.105/635 Fl Add.1-7 BLJ% Corr.1 F1 Add.8-
10, TAE4LIETR Y, AUbgnsS P RbE — I E ks, Frigfitif sifs oK
fER) T I TAE, I EXF 5 iR 2 23 0] 1 e SCRRI Sk e 220 E 2 1 .

7. AR TAEAAEEA N ZE RS m s i FIA R — B L, TAE4L
LT A O ST S LR Y AT RE V5 R Ry e R () R B R BT R & R 1K
MriEdi 2 isctt (A/AC.105/C.2/L.249 Al Corr.1) , VAWIAE TAEA R 5H 3L
Ak 232 USUNT 2 LR A R 2 3 1 ) R A e e o S TR R O 2 R B I
WG, TAELLIA R AN A 156 1 2 2 (1) 5 1o

8. TARAWE, N Z4TEAASAE A0 SO G S5 Mgk 53 FEDCEI PR RT3 R
PR BRI BT AT B 52U 0 O IR 12 SO S 45 A1 A0 2 225 8] 2 53 2 (R
SRS . TARALE R 52, & RIS T BERAL N — 3 0 L BORRE H AR 4 LA
DS R LR AT 5% 1A BE T2 1) ORI 55 A0 2= 253 1) [ 5 SCRIRI AT SR 1) 3

27



A/AC.105/826

28

W) TAESCAE, AHZRAE N 2 DA 2 BN D3 2 AR R A0 2 72 1) ) 2 ORI ot
I BCRE T H A1 H PR R 1T 5E o

9. TARARE, AN G RAEI 2005 45U+ Y JE i 4RI )
BRI SEIE A, NI R RS LR AR R A H A R A
EAEHA L. HH R ERA R RERAE L . AR E X

10, TARALRE, R AME 25 18] 2 61 23 IR s B3 L WY HRE 3 20 B P4 5 P 30
WA, FFRATHAS AL Bt TAE A1, LA D st e 0 H ik il — 80—

IR,

1. FHE W, e dt TuEds, RIS TR & B vk At i) i
AN B A1 2 2 ) R SCRUK ) iR 4 o

12, AT AR, H AT U 20 N R 2 B 1, MRS 5% [ e 38 14 2
N — AP R AN R A3 180 & A 2,5 B DUNAE R E . iz AUR A
9, BEJE N B, E AR, I A B SR TR
PRI HIAT .

13, 2RI, 5 TR 38 A 2208 T RO 2 22 1) (1 3k A 5 2 Th)
FAEAERANEZE S, AL E A A AT ) 5

14, —SSACRMIIN N, Ah )2 28 18] 52 SCRR F 1) RTS8 0 — A E B2 (1) L 8 i
AL, N R AR AR



A/AC.105/826

B =

KFEAH “HFHE (2001 £ 11 B 16 BEBIEALETHFREZEERY)
(BagEERFELAY) HNZEEFFEEINER MR B9z
InE 10 TEAEFERIIR/E

1. M AZ 2003 4F 12 H 9 HER 58/89 Skl NS 9 BL, /NZEVISHE 2004 45
3 H 29 54T 693 IR by “Hi#E (2001 4 11 H 16 HAE g AT 2 I
BB 1)) (sl & T BRI ZE A 20 125 8] %8 P R S 00S0E TIRR 7 HCRE T
H 10 B3 7 —N AR, & TA/E4LH Viadimir Kopal GGE7EILAIED AT

2. WARFEKE 58/89 S iRILMIEE 9 B, TARALM AT TN “ ik A
R AR UE IR R AR BB U (R ) (K20 I 102) AR “ i ilSUE H
A PRI 2 AT A0 2 225 8] PR AR 1 S P F1 25 TR BSUAR R S 55 22 T PR 2R 3R
[F 357 (¥ 73350 10(b) T 5 R PR 1) e

3. TAEAZ$AT T AR

4. TAE4IRCE TRAPALSGT (2001 4 11 A 16 HAERAEFF S5 BIF Ut 28
1) (Bl & BRI ALY LR A% 21 25 180 8 R AT 5 T30 F WA (1)
et W UCRE A [ AT A AR 0 5T B W LAL 1) ) T A/AC.105/C.2/L.238).

5. —EBAURENA, W FE 0L AT DURTHASK BGE 15 HUE A E B IR ST .

6. —UBARRBIAN, mBCA ERA I B IR DT, RN s b & [0 ]
EAERFRI R ANE 22 R 25T

7. HBACRBIAY, SR BT DURE R LG ST AR A [, WAL AT
R QB IR A TR RSP Ay (5 AT el s X SEACR TR . XM,y 2k
Qb SR A 0 A AR 5 75T R )

8.  UBACURHEIATy, MBI BRSO I A 2 H ARy, kR
AR, R R I AR X LSRR T R AL S, Mk SRR O LR IR 55
AT EAA LIS TR

9.  HMARERBIEA, xF Tk A B sl AT TR M3 28 2 B 7T A5 PHAT AR R X
SE P RE IR BN, BT RO A5 R] B R IB A5 [ 78 ml o R I  [ R
GELASM R AR A SR AT X — WA ] 458 i RT3 45 ™ EE KPR BE R A

10. AIARBIA, WSEBRI M EERT 75 2O o L A A AR AR (1 80E
FHARAL B UL (0 ) AU o, ARG i b RE RE4R 4L T 25 IR FE il i BUE
BT BN e . AT IARR BTN, 03X — SR U B RN e, BA
IR ARG A A WU AEAME 2 W TF 2 BRI — 2 AT 30

11. HAREI A K, A/AC.105/C.2/L.238 = ATk b 5 b 25 11 45 37
41, 45, 46, 47 F1 52 B kG A AH B A LR IR HR BT (1) 7™ F VA RS o

12, BFXf )@, FhPAbRfiN, FRPALIIR Y (A/AC.105/C.2/L.238) , fufE
HAP BRI, FFARBEY, 2RS2H R

29



A/AC.105/826

30

x

13, —SRRFRHEA N, XT84 AL 25 (A/AC.105/C.2/1L.238) A 5 1 4% Flt i)
W, TR T I DR BE e LA T R R IS A AR A AR SR I B 0E PR IR R
MU IR ) LA H R

14, LRI, NAZREE T E b RS A E0 (RBIAZD 14 (B
B WA BRI R A L) A2 28 B A R A SIS 10 B LR 1 S B 50
SR TR B EETAR I AR AT DG 2 IR B 7 (1 BOE P54 B A A th B Jm PR - i
PEERRIAME, TARALIE N RS A AT e, A0 HE 2 LRI AR R 22 18] 58 7 UE
B 2E L F R Rl RS RN A A A5 46 4 [ 41k
B LA o

15, AR, VEH N2 53 2 W7 030 A S AR Al AR SR 1 B0E 4R AT
B PR ] i) R AN IE I

16. GUEAD IS SNy, RS B LA, DUEAE I AR ORBOE 15 1
HINAZ 2 WL T R 58 AT AL T B R B B e i) i Bt < BE T A ). Stk
SIS BN, WU AR DT AT B (10 110 AN S 4 N7 3k s mIVATE I
AR UL, A7 SCRE A oh 2% B BURF R, M B AL 1R 4 L2 A AT X 2 1
o MIEARREDL, OG0 AR e S A5 A 1 A A, K SRILREAN AL
HESTVLEAE RVETER o AllE— DR, 2001 4F 10 7 29 HA 11 H 16 HAEMH
AR 0 T 18 S 2 3B o LU 28 BOE B AN i EREX LRI READ
4 T IENUR, DUER ORISR D SO LA Ia AT T T L 7 I B B

17. TARA 200N, 3R BRSSP R AR i, AR5 /N &R D&
A BEHRE A L AT 3 S R AEAR R BOE P BTAE 1R B LA o

18, TARAL I R B — DA A A B Ry e TARAL, i — A XA 2 b
IR ARK LN, A5 /N ZE 5125 58 DY -1 = J AUES DY DY i 2 i TA) 4k 23 v
T 07 A H VR A B2 G AR AR R MU A i, DRI TR, A ds—
TP B, $A /N Z B4 2005 A28 DY+ DU 43 0 il LA /NLIR]
TR ZRUYRAT 2 A% AN RS B3 A4 By e AR LK Bl 52

19. AT IR, 156 B 48 I0UAM 2 25 8] 46 24 BT 28 1) 1 s 2 vk R AL 56 T
RARBOE PP AL .

20. ATEEACRINI N, H TR BUE BRI ET S 30 A T 55 NI ER =+
% (22 M e AR R BUN T X R il Ml e, ot
SRR U ) S e P LIE S AP LT P S

 DCME Doc. No. 74 (RfL414D .

® DCME Doc. No. 75 (EMiZHZD) .




