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COMMITTEE O THE PEACEFUL USHS
OF QUTER SPACE

Tegal Sub-Committes

Regigtrotion with the United Natlons _/
of Jbjects launched into duter Snace

Mr, Chairman,

. The registration with the United Nations of objects launched into outer
;pe has been frequently referred to in the currsnt dsbate. T4 mlght be
ful to make a bricf statement on the history of this guestion and on the
aformation already furnished by the Launching States and disseminated by the
ted Nations.

The guestion of registration was raised in the United Nations for the first
in 1959, that is some considerable time after the launching of Sputnik I
Ee USSR in Uctober 1957 and Alpha I by the United States in February 1058,
re was no reference to the question of registration in the first two
clutions adopted by the Goneral Assembly on the question of the peacsiul uses
ter space, namely resolution 1348 (XIII) adopted in 1958 and resoluticn
{X1V) adopted in 1959, The question was taken up in the first instance by
4d Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Ouber Space in its session ten vears
in May ond June 1959.  The report of the Ad Hoc Gommitteeg/stated the

sgording the nocessity of identificetion and registration of space

gtatement was delivered by Me., A.J, Abdel-Ghani, Chief of the Outer Snacae
airg Division of the United Wations Secretariat, at the cighth seesion of
egal Sub-Committec of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spoce,
nexion with the congideration of the Draft Convention proposed by France
rning “the registration of objects launched into space for the cuplora-
and use of outer spaco (Doc, A/LC,105/45 Annexe II), The Sub-Committee
od to the request of the Delegntion of (zechoslovakia te issue tho state-
a Sub-Committee document,
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"It is expectod that the number of spaée vehicles will progressively ihg
and in the course of +time that number may become very large. Thie i - ‘ : : )
‘ v 4 g lnd~ accopdance with this resclution the States launching objects into outer space

the necessity of providing suitable means for identifying individual 1 :
. b & : Jing spac nd have been submitting to the Secretary-Gensral information on such launchings.

venicles. Such identification of space vehicles could boe obtai
P z eo obtained by Formation embodies a census’of the names of satellites or space objects or any

agreement on an allocation of individual call signs to thesc vehicle . . .
: ; & CALELOS . | sgignation as well as orbital parameters. For this purpose a public registry

-The call signs could be emitted at stipulated regular intervals, at, . o . . . : - :
flished and is maintained by the Secrstary-General. On receiving such

least until identification by cther means has been establmshed
The report of the 4d Hog Committee further referred to the fact “that ag

tion, the Secretary-Generd issues 1t in an information series under the symbol

: VINF. circulated on a genersl basis and the original copy is retained in the
of the problem of identification thers quses the guestion of putting sultabl' - e . ' i
oace Affairs Division, To this date the US4, USSR, Italy, France and Australia

markings Qn-upau@ vehicles so that, parbiuularly in the event of their retunn s ; o : f 7
' baitted notifications of launchings.  The firet document in the series of

earth, they mway be readily identified. . Thu reasons glven in thé report £
: g port lor tion is dated 7 March 1962 and the last document issued is cated 6 June 1969,

desmrablllty of maintaining a form of 1dant1flcatlon and registration may bo h
the documents received and disseminated by the United Natlouns under the said

Bummarlzuo as follows:
's aiso availeble to the members of the Sub-~Committee for reference.

1. In many cases it will be desirable to have several nations co-cperate i
. : . information furnished by the launching States is not identical in form and

bracking of a gpace VGthlb .
2. It might also aﬂ

- ' The United States, for exanple, supplied information on the object iaunched
oonvanlent means for the notification of launch

gs well as Information on decaying satellites. The designabion of objects

to other States, thus un;b11ng them 6 mﬂke approprlatc distinctions between :
' hat established by COSPAR as an international deslgnation. Information was

vehicles so noblfled and 0uhcr ObJCCtS and to take approprlate meagures topn
on the date of launching, the launched vehicle, the apogee, the perigee and

their 1ntcresus, if necosswry.
Imical information. Tt also contains what is called the Satellite Category

3. It qlso uould be useful in preveﬂtlng phy51cal 1nterferoncos ‘between sp :
: : :catedory is divided into four categories - (a) development of space flight

vehicles and bOﬂVOHthHcl ﬂlrcruft
and technology; (b) space research and exploration; (¢} practical

4,  Such 1dent1flcatlon wonld be useful where equlpment is rccovered from
ons of space technology; and (@) non-functional cbjects.

vehicles which had. ro—cnberad the earthls qtmosphere or where the questmon
TSSR have submibted information on USSR launchings in chronological oxder

liability arises in connexion with pObSlblu damawe caused upon re-cntnyf
ode or popular names for payloads, e.g. Cosmos 188, Molinya I, Zond 6, and so on.

The General Assembly later took up this questlon in its resolution 172
s information on the date of launching, the perigee and the apogee as well as

~adopted in 1961, = The two relevant provisions in this resolution read_a
_ : se of lsunching such as for investigation of the upper atmosphere and outer

The Goneral dssembly, it
isarch for biology, weterology, and so on,

1. Oalls upon Stotes launching objects into orbit or beyond to o
French Government in subnitting information on their launchings used the

furnish information prompily to the Committec on the Peaceful Uses . :
B onal designation of COSPAR as well as code names, c¢.g. France IL. The Italian

of Ouber Space through the Secretary-General for the registration .
1t used the code nsmes Sen Marco I and San Marco II. The Australian Government

of launchings. '
ode name WRESAT.

2.  Requests the Secretnry-General to maintain a public registr '
P g y egolutions adopted since the establishment of the "Reglastry®, the General

of the information furnished in accordance with paragraph 1 above.” § -
‘ ; Noted with appreciation that, in accordance with Gensral Assenbly resoiuticn

', the Secretary-General continues to waintain a public registry of objects

to orbit or beyond on basis of inforwation being furnished by Member States.?
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The United Nations is not the only organization angaged in the registration
launchings. There are other drganizatioﬁs which gather and disseminate'informa
this natter. Under the programme of the International Geophysical Year, thros y
data centres were established, These are World Data Cenire A in the US4, world“
Centre B in the USSR and World Data Centre ( in Britain. These were establishe
collect data from numerous observational programes and to meke such data accessi
1nterested seientists and orgenizations. In this connexion COSPAR has set up a !
to Rocket and Satellite Information and Data Exchange'. |

The NASA's Goddard Space Flight Centre issuss periodical reports reflecting
corputed and compiled by the Smithsonian Astro-Physical Observatory.  Another exan
is the Royal Aircraft Establishment in the United Kingdom, which also is concerned
collecting information ont he various launchings. Some specialized magazine pef
publications collect and publish information on launchings.

The systenm of registration with the United Nations has been a subject of commg
by several Member States on the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space aﬂd
particular in this Legal dub-Committee. = These comnents were made on several occd
and in particular on the occasion of the consideration by the Legal Sub-Comunittee
the'Convéntion on Assistance and Reburn and in the current consideraticon on the Dr
Convention on Liability. Of course, I do not need to go'ihto this question as th

distinguished delegates are fully aware of the comments made during the previous se

of the Sub-Committee and recorded in its summary records.
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