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mmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to the third session of’o

)OPTION: OF THE: AGENBA -

[Thefagenda.was;adcpted.

The CEAIRMAN: At our last two sessions, the Committee agreed to ‘equatorial sounding rocket facilities, and this w1ll be one: of the sub
nvite representatives of COSPAR, UNESCO, WMO, ITU and the International Atom dlscu551on at our present session..

rgy.Agency as observers, in accordance with the practice of the Commlttee'
General Assembly. " Unless I hear any objections, I shall invite the “? ©at the opening meeting of the first session of the Committee on 19
sentatlves of the’ specialized agencies and of COSPAR to take seats at the ’ year, it was agreed that it would be the aim of all members of the C- 1tte
<conference table. :

.>It was ‘80 decided.

PROGRAMME'AND ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

i
;
e
£

The CHATRMAN: Slnce the last session of this Committee in

S tember l962 the General Assembly at its seventeenth. ‘session discussed th EEk’ I received the impression that it is the 1ntent10n of the member

R T

Sk of our Committee and unanimously adopted resolution.1802 (XVII). . Itid
n the'basis of this resolution and of resolution 1721 (XVI) that the Commi

. Peaceful Uses of Outer Space ‘will now continue its work. As the me é.

. Committee are aware) the General Assembly in this resolution request'
sr:Committee urgently to continue its task on the further elaboration of b ,
'legal principles governing the activities of the States in the exploration o; i Ses of Outer Space, I would like to say that this Committee is en 1mportant
suter space, on' liability for space vehicle accidents, and on assistance t pTean, WhICh has been called upon to seek co- operation in the development Of‘
p;of astronauts and space vehicles, as well as on other legal problems
. ; p ortunity to wish the Committee success in. 1ts work and ih the fulfi ent:

seriousAtasks which have been placed upon 1t by the General AsseMbl’;of




‘co=operation 1§ this field lS of great 31gnif1cance also because ‘
ol in the development of friendly relations between States

peace on earth. ! S .

of “the messages of" the Head of the SOV1et Government, :
: to the Pre51dent of the United States, Mr. Kennedy,‘on él an
o last year, stress was laid upon. the fact that the: colossal task, i
Tms: and scope, ‘that each new step in the mastering of outer space placed befo
called for an intensification and strengthening of 1nternational
onfin this ‘field. It is precisely from this: point of view: that we
'guided in the solution ‘of all questions involV1ng the organization

tiork of this’ Committee for 1965

B th_ resolution which i+t unanimously adopted on l9 December*l962,/the

- a number of important tasks before the Committee on:t
'Uses of Outer Space. —Io- that resolution, stress was laid.upon th
'»e:of co-operation between the Members' of the United Nations in the
urther'development of the legal principles applicable to outer space. sy
n.this'connexion, the General Assembly noted with: regret that the Commi
aceful Uses of Outer Space had:so far not adopted any: recommendation
questions. In thiSfconnexion, the, Committee is. urged to continue
n the further development of basic legal. principles concerning the
s‘of\Governmentsxin the’ exploration and utilization of outer space
g estions dealing with responsibility for any accident or: liabilrty brough
t b ;anyfaCcident of spacecraft and on the- provision of assistance to .
n ut 1and spacecraft, as well as on other;legal matters falling within
e shall not now: embark upon a recital of the history of legal problem
pace, but the Soviet- delegation has quite clearly in thekcours
~ons of this matter- in the General Assembly explained why “the
‘ reached an impasse and vhy the development of baSlc legal‘pr

¢ ssarygfor,the Legal Sub—Committee to formulate”correspondi
d& norms. o
The General Assembly has adopted a pumber
ientific and technical aspects of international co—operatio ain out
Scientific and Technical Sub- Committee will have tc examine method furthe
strengthen international co-operation in that area. That Sub=- Committee,
hieved a certain amount of success last year, and this was certainll ]
+ thet the parties concerned took due account of neutral interests an
tempted to find solutions rutually acceptable. et us hope that/hi ye
Scientific and Technical Sub—Committee will be able to give us good new
+4 to the results of its work. e R
We shall have to decide on the time and place of the sessions’of
ommittees. The Soviet delegation supports the proposal that the, £
ttee should hold its session at the end of April and the beginn n§
hat the Scientific end Teehnical Sub-Commi ttee should nold 1te se:
As regards where the Sub—Committees should meet the Soviet Union con
{t would be appropriate for both to. meet in Geneva.
‘4Committees met in Geneva, and, 1n our opinion, this good practi
ontinur‘this year. From the point of view of practical convenience fo
14 tions of the various countries concerned, Geneva 18 unquestionably the:
iate place. At the beginning of May the- International Law Commission
starting its work in Geneva. In many cases the legal experts partic
he: work of the Legal Sub-Committee will also be participating in: thedwor
ernational Law- Commission. The same is true of many scient‘sts Who
ip ting in fhe work of the Scientific and Technical Sub—Committe
ing”of June they will e attending a sesslon of COSPAR iM'W
can: be no doubt that both as regards the’ jurists and as reg:

t would be most convenient for +the Sub-Committees to‘m.e




abl »to all other countries. We are busily engaged in working out with

ses:of outer space. For example, the Committee has before it l”
sounding vehicles. We have similar arrangements(with other

d;states delegation are quite Simple. We very much hope that this year

ga _Sub Committee will make progress. . As the‘representative of the -

qualrimportance for the Legal Sub-Committee- to ‘study. We hope that progre
madv on them. These are the general areas of general principles,
a”sistance and . return and other legal problems. The United Statee
ward with interest to the meetings of the Legal Sub-Committee. A‘“t
ttee knows, we have presented our ideas on liability and assistance;an‘

turn: and draft general principles,and we look forward to further discuss or

have mentioned. We do not think thai

T members. "As I have said, we think that the Legal Sub,
its session, if possible, somewhat earlier than 18 Apri

the total period of the Sub- Committee s session, we'thi

'considerable extent on the number of meetings 1t can: ho,

ur experience that memhers of the Bcientific an nd’ Technica ‘Su

'prefer to work at a fast pace, as distinguished perhaps ffrom
,nryd-- probably so that they can get back to. thelr technical wo k

n against my profession, but we do sometimes take: longeri-. It;
;to bear in mind the fact that the scientific experts do prefer to Wwo




A‘Agl'i‘

As for the place of ‘the meetings, the representative of_thewsoviet Union

»»mentioned his delegation 8 preference for Geneva.v Our delegation thinks,
‘would be more convenient to have these Sub-Committee meetings in Tww York
‘Headqnarters, where'Committee and Sub- Committee meetings are ordinarily
held.- I might first mention the consideration of expense. I belleve that la
's Sub- -Committee's meetings in Geneva cost the United Nations some $ﬁ0 OO%
an expense which otherwise would not have been involved. I must say that I
‘think we.all sught to think these days of the expenses of the United Nations.

’-we all know, {ts financial condition is not good and I submit that expense is
;something that should be taken into account.

Another consideration in connexion with thinking of New York as the plac

—er—thesefmeetings is that. the Secretariat is very much better able to take ca

of meetings~both morning and afternoon and in general is in a position to ren

better service than can be obtained in Geneva. It 1s not that the Geneva
Secretariat is not equally efficient; there will be many other meetings there

the time we are talking about and it will be difficult for us to organize two

fmeetings_a day of the Technical Sub-Committee whereas in New Yor
ieasily be done.

“In the last analysis, however, we thinkithat this is really & matter_of'
' convenlence of the members of the Committee and i1f the consensus of opinion i
that one or both of the Sub-Committees should meet in Geneva rather than in

New York we will very cheerfully go to Geneva. On the other hand,

if the general conseasus of members is that one or both of the Sub—Committees'

should meet in New York, we hope that it will be agreeable to everybody We:

- are in the hands of the Committee as far as the location of these meetings I

\

concerned.

The CHAIRMAN: If no other member wishes to speak in regard to itenm

_I shall now ask the Committee whether it is prepared to accept the sameﬂﬁtho

of work as last year, namely to refer the legal issues for study by the Leg

v Sub-Committee, in particular part I of Assembly resolution 1802, which was -

b«unanimously adopted and set out clear terms of reference, and to refer the sty

of scientific issues to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee under the

J

. termSuof reference contained in General Assembly resolution 1721 (XVI).

) itwo: meetings a day from 16

the end of April has’ been: suggested'forpthenLegal Sub:Qommit
- 6f May for the Scientific SubsCommittee.. T have: been 1
at. that the Legal Sub-Committ/e/;ould start its work on. 16 Ap;

&

d,of the originally scheduled’ time, so that the Committee co 14 b

rie: meetings until 3 May. is is a lengthy period and a"arge numb

but whether it meets in feneve or New York the Legal Sub- Commi’te

fpril to 3 May. If there is no, objectio“
hat thatvis.agreed. /

/

/

As for the Sclentific Sub-Committee, the Secretaria
52 ould meet eithenjin New York or in Geneva from. 1k May to. 31 May“allow
meeting a day in:Geneva and two meetings a day in. New: Ybrk.x

were to. decide on the latter location, the period of meetingybcouid
‘;shortened,since the Scientific Sub- Committee could. probabl winl
in ten days 1f it were to hold two meetings a day. Is there: any, ofJ

proposal that the Scientific Sub-Committee sheuld meet in the- secon " he ~£J

‘-Committee will meet in the second half of May, the exact dat

VAKIL (Iran) (interpretation from French): 1 would like to mak
concerning the duration of" the Scientific Sub-Committee s sess
rman to approach the Secretariat to clarify the: positio/ regw

tyvof meeting in Geneva,and find out wnether it would no be pwss
; ings'there,in such a way that’the Sub ‘




