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REFORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE GENERAT ASSEMBLY (continued)

(2) REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEE (4/AC.105/39)

(b) REPORT OF THE LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE (A/AC.105/37T)

(¢) REFORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ONl NAVIGATION SERVICES SATELLITE SYSTEMS
(4/5C.105/38)

Mr. PARTHASARATHT (India): We are thankful to you, Mr. Chairman, and to

the Chairmen of the two Sub-Committees for the excellent statements made before
the Committee which have given us a clear picture of the work done by the two
Sub-Committees and the Working Group on a navigation services satellite system,
a8 well as an idea of the areas of work which have yet to be covered.

We have before us the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
in document A/AC,105/59. Under the able chairmanship of Dr. D.F. Martyn, the
Sub-Committee hags made considerable progress in attempting to provide answers to
new and complicated problems in the field of outer space. The Sub-Committee
requires his wise guidance, and we hope that his leadership will be avalilable
to it in the pericd ahead of us.

My delegation attaches great importance to the work of this Sub-Committee.
We are, therefore, gratified to note that the report presented by the Government

of India, entitled "Satellite communications: An Indian Study", has been
appreciated by the Sub-Committee, as recorded in paragraph 20 of its report.
The Sub-Committee also agreed that the results of the Government of India's
experiment, as well as the planned UNESCO pilot programme which may follow,
could have great importance for many lMember States. The Sub-Committee invited
the Government of India to continue to inform the Sub-Committee on this matter

as it progresses, and this my Government will be happy to. do.

The Indian delegation is also gratified that the Sub-Committee has noted
with satisfacticn and appreciation that the experimental satellite communications
earth station at Ahmedabad was operational and would be utilized for training
and research Yy both Indian and other naticnals. I should state here that the
Ahmedabad station, which became operational in August, 1967, is already
participating in an international programme ond has succeeded in tracking the
ATS-2 satellite, and further that on 20 August loop tests were performed

successfully and qualitative experiments were done for the veceptien of

television and multiplex signals.
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We are happy to note that in response to our invitation a number of
trainees from Afghanistan, Ceylon, Indonesia, Kenya and Syria are expected

to join four-month courses commencing November 1967 and June 1968 for training

in satellite communication, including experimental participation in laboratory

tests and tests involving ATS satellites.

May I again refer to the Sub-Committee's report, this time to paragraph 26
1

in which the Sub-Committee has noted with appreciation the report of the
Advisory Panel on the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station (TERLS),
contained in document A/AC.lOS/L.30, and has recommended that the United
Nations continue to grant sponsorship to TERLS. In this connexion, we should

like to mention that we shall, at an early date, circulate a paper entitled

i > T . .
Rocket and Balloon Studies” in which scientific results of the investigations
undertaken at the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station and at the

balloon rocket launching site near Hyderabad are recorded.
The Indian delegation has distributed separately through the Secretariat

copies of a handbook on TERLS prepared by the Indian National Committee for

Space Research. This handbook is intended to invite the attention of the
international scientific community to the availability of TERLS for space

research with sounding rockets at the Magnetic Equator.

India is setting up a space science and technology centre at Veli Hill
b4

near the site of the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station. The space

science and technology centre, which will be primarily dedicated to problems

of space technology is intended to provide facilities to scientists in support

of i ' i
this programme. The centre will also provide training in various aspects

of space experimentation with sounding rockets.

My delegation would like to congratulate the Secretariat for the very

u . .
seful work it has done, particularly in regard to the preparation of an

I . . . . .
nterrnational Directory of facilities for education and of training in basic

sub j w
Jects related to the peaceful uses of outer space. In this connexion e
s

sh i
. ould like to refer to the statement of the representative of the United Arab
epublic, in which he recalled resolution 2223 (XXI) concerning the preparation

and iderati i
consideration of suggestions for programmes of education and training of

AR
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specialists in the peaceful uses of outer space to assist the developing
countries. Ve support the view expressed by the representative of the United
Arab Republic and hope that steps will be taken to implement the recommendation

of the General Assembly.

India is looking forward to participating in the Conference on the Peacefy] '

Uses of Outer Space to be held in Vienna next year. It will be India's
endeavour to send, within its limited means, as many participants as possible
to that Conference. We hope that other developing countries too will
participate fully in the Conference and will derive the maximum benefit from
it. We are confident that the panel of experts under the Chairmanship of
Dr. V. A. Sarabhai will finalize in good time its work in connexion with
that Conference.

We also have before us the report of the Working Group on a Navigation
Services Satellite System, contained in document A/AC.105/38, prepared under
the Chairmanship of Professor E.V. Chitnis. Our delegation would welcome

annual repcrts, if possible, on this subject to the Committee from the

International Civil Aviation Organization and from the Inter-Governmental Maritim

Consultative Organization, as well as from other specialized agencies and
interested international govermmental and non-governmental organizations. It
is the hope of my delegation that the Working Group will meet again to consider
the reports submitted to the Committee and will make further progress in achievin
its objectives.

May I now refer to the report of the Legal Sub-Committee, which is also
before us (A/AC.105/37). My delegation notes with satisfaction that the
Legal Sub-Committee has continued its efforts to formulate a draft agreement
on liability for damages caused by the launching of objects into outer space
and a draft agreement on assistance to and return of astronauts and space
vehicles. Ve have always considered that agreements on those two subjects
were vitally important and, in fact, we should have liked them to open for _
signature simultaneously with the Treaty on Principles Concerning the Activities

of States in the EBxploration and Use of Outer Space, which was opened for

signature in January of this year. That has not been possible. Nevertheless,
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we welcome the progress made in the Legal Sub-Committee now under the able
Chairmanship of Mr. Wyzner in arriving at some agreed points on the question
of liability for damage caused by the launching of objects into ocuter space
and some agreed articles on the question of assistance to and return of
astronauts and space vehicles.

We note with satisfaction that the principle that a launching State should
be absolutely liable to pay compensation for damage caused on the surface of
the Earth and to ailrcraft in flight has found general agreement in the Legal
Sub-Committee. We feel that under the proposed agreement on liability for
damage caused by the launching of objects into outer space, there should be
no financial limit to claims which can be made against the launching State, as
such claims would naturally depend on the facts and extent of the damage caused.

There are still many questions or points relating to the two subjects of
liability for damage caused by space vehicles and assistance to astronauts
which remain to be considered further in the Legal Sub-Committee. We hope
that general agreement will be found on all those points and that the Legal
Sub-Committee will be able to recommend suitable agreements on both those
subjects at an early date. The recent tragic deaths of American and Soviet
astronauts, to which the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee referred while
introducing the report of his Sub-Committee, have amply demonstrated the
necessity of treating the qguestion of assistance to and rescue of astronauts

as a humanitarian question which should not be subjected to any controversy.
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On the question of the definition of outer space it is apparent now, after
the general discussion of this question in the two Sub-Committees, that this is g
question which is fraught with some difficulty. The Legal Sub-Committee had
desired that the Scientific and Technical Sub~Ccmmittee should draw up a list of
scientific criteria that would be helpful in the definition of outer srace. The
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has reached a consensus that it is not
rossible at the present time to identify scientific or technical criteria which
would permit a precise and lasting definition of outer space. This Sub-Committee

has, however, stated in its report that it would be appropriate to continue

s
consideration of this matter in its future meetings. We hope that the two Sub-
Committees will be able to find an acceptable definition of outer space scon. We
feel, however, that the question of delimitation of the point at which outer space-
begins is closely connected to the question of the utilization of outer space. If
general agreement can be found for a treaty commitment that outer space will be
used exclusively for peaceful -- meaning non-military purposes -- and that no
military activity of any kind would be permitted in outer space, this would
facilitate the non-space Powers' sgreeing on a liberal definltion of outer space.
The Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, while introducing the report of his
Sub-Committee, rightly pointed out the need for improving the organization of the
Legal Sub-Committee's work in the future. My delegation fully endorses his
suggestior that we should try in this Committee to improve the organization of
their work at the next session in 1968 by endeavouring to fix the date of their

session sufficilently in advance so that the members of that Sub-Committee will

have sufficient time to prepare their work, and it would also enable the Secretari&ﬁ 

to provide adequate facilities for servicing their meetings. At their last session '

in Geneva from 19 June to 14 July 1967, the Legal Sub-Committee met for a period

of three weeks but had only one meeting every day which proved inadequate for them 5.

to complete even a single item of their work satisfactorily. I am sure that the

Seeretariat will 2lso see its way to arranging a larger number of meetings for the

Legal Sub-Committee at its next session so that it may at least be able to complete:
its work on the twe draft agreements on liability and assistance as speedily as

rossible.

e e
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Mr, BAL (Belgium) (interpretation frcm French): It has become for the
cocmmittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer space a tradition on the eve of the
General Assembly to assess the results of its activities in fulfilling the terms
of reference assigned to it during the preceding year. Within this framework,

I should like to reiterate a general comment which has been made by several other
participants in the present session. Those representatives expressed the

with that the Committee on Outer Space should maintain all of the dynamism which
marked it at the time of the elaboration and conclusion of the Treaty on space.
Scme of them indeed asked if, during the past year, the progress achieved in

the space field by the competent organs of the United Nations had in all

respects been as considerable as they had hoped it would be. The observations to
which I have just referred especially pertain to the legal field. May I recall in
that respect that, at the time resolution 2222 (XXI) was voted upon by the Assembly,
many States declared that if it was desired that the Treaty on space should be
assured practical application that would be really satisfactory its scope

should be made more explicit and it should be supplemented by other instruments

of international law. In those conditions it was incumbent on the Legal Sub-
Committee to turn its attention without delay to the now routine subjects of

space law, responsibility and assistance and return. Furthermore, that
Sub-Committee had to begin the study of scme new problems whose practical
importance seemed obvious.

For its part, the Belgian delegation feels that it has shown itself to be
fully aware of the need actively to seek generally acceptable solutions for the
problems that arise in the framework of the task of setting up a comprehensive
system of space law. Having in mind the previous work done on the gquestion of
responsibility, the Belgian delegation submitted a revised draft treaty in
Geneve, on those problems. Thereafter the Belgian delegation participated in
consultations both with the sponsors of the two other draft convenbions on the
Prcblem of liability and in the Working Group dealing with the problems relating
to that subject. Anxious to-arrive at ccncrete results rapidly, and in a spirit
of compromise which no one can deny, Belgium finally decided to endorse a certain
unter of points of agreement which are recorded in the report of the Legal
Cub-Copmittee and which, as a whole, show beyond -all doubt, progress on the road

0 the preparation of a multilaberal treaty regarding liability for damages

tésulting from the launching of objects into space.




A/AC.105/PV.51

DR/3h/ids
1%-15

(M. Bal, Belgium)

Vle do not conceal from ourselves, nevertheless, that important work remains
During this session we have heard a brief description

It can be stated

to be done in this field.
of the principle points of agreement arrived at in Geneva.
that the preparation of a treaty on liability implies that all the points of
agreement should Pe included in convenbional texts and that they should be
supplemented by provisions which, in part, will have to deal with the very same
subjects dealt with by the texts accepted in Geneva. This last remark applies
especially to the question of the status of international organizations, to which
the representative of the United Kingdcm referred in the statement he made
yesterday morning. Indeed, it would be inconceivable, since it is contrary to
the idea of a satisfactory legal order, that a subject of law should not have
obligations attached to it, not to mention rights which, logically enough,
should correspond to them. For that reason, moreover, the report of the Legal
Sub-Committee states, among other things, that it would be appropriate to continue
the stnudy of the question of the rights of international organizations within the
framevwork of the planned convention.

It is hardly necessary for me to recall that an agreement still remains to be
achieved on certain essential points of a treaty regardingliability, such as the
criteria to follow in determining the amount of indemnification to pay in case of
damages. It is to be hoped, that in 1968 the Legel Sub-Committee will, in a
spirit of ccmprehengion among all its members, rapidlyattain new points of
agreement in the field of liability. The task in the present case congists of
preparing an instrument of positive law capable of contributing in a practical
manner to the solubion of cases of international litigation. Substential
progress will also be required in the matter of liability if we hope to obtain
wide support for the rapid preparation of a treaty on assistance and return, a
treaty which menifestly, and in conformity with resclution 2222 (XXI), should
deal both with assistance to astronauts and to the return of astronauts and of
gpace vehicles.

T will be very brief with respect to the problem of the definition and
wtilization of outer space.
which expressed doubts on the need and timeliness of establishing without delay
a single definition of outer space, based on scientific criteria or on other

elements.

Tn Geneva, the Belgian delegation was amongst those
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We felt, moreover, that a thorough discussion of the problems mentioned in
paragraph 4 (b) of resolution 2222 (XXI) would help to point up the specific
sectors in which the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space could contribute

usefully to the carrying into effect of the Treaty of January of this year. It was

within that perspective that Belgium supported from the outset the decisions of the
Legel Sub-Committee to seek the collaboration of the Scientific and Technical
gub-Committee beginning this year.

The Belgian delegation hopes that in the future the complexity of the
problems to be solved will not be such as to cause the Committee or its two

sub-Committees to hesitate to make new efforts to harmonize the interests of
states in the realm of space.

It remains for me fo express the Belgian delegation's keen satisfaction with

the reports as a whole submitted by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and

by the Working Group on Navigation Services Satellite Systems, At the same time

I express the hope that, thanks to careful preparation, the International Conference

on Space will succeed in attaining the important objectives which it will be called
upon to pursue,

Finally, Mr. Chairman, it is my pleasant duty to thank you for the valuable
collaboration that you have once more never ceased to bring to the

Organization and to the progress of our work. I would convey the thanks of the

Belgial i ]
gian delegation also to Dr. Martyn and Mr. Vlyzner for the remarkable work that they

have done as Chairmen of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and the

Legal Sub- i ;.
gal Sub-Committee respectively, And, as always, we have been able to count on

the efficient service of the Secretariat, for which we are most grateful

) I should like to recall once more how much the participation of the
Perma, ] i : i ‘
nent Representative of France in the work of the United Nations was appreciated

when he ious in | ;
was previously in New York. It is a pleasure for the Belgian delegation to

@ssociate itself with the words of all those who have already greeted

4[!; = A
mbassador Bérard's return.

Mr, TABANERA (Argentina)(interpretation from Spanish): In the opinion

of th R . .
€ delegation of Argentina, this new session of the Committee on the Peaceful

Useg
of S i
‘ Outer Space has given us an excellent opportunity to consider

achie = ]
4 cvements in the past and also to take a look at plans which will be

- Teco -
mmended to the twenty-second session of the Ceneral Asgembly.
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The work that we are considering at this session has been fruitful, thanks Mr, ABE (Jepan): We now have before us three reports, namely, the t
. . |

report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, the report of the Working

to the intelligence and dedication which you, Mr. Chairman, have shown in
directing our work; and also thanks to the capacity and effectiveness of those Group on & lMavigation Services Satellite System, and the report of the Legal ?
who were in charge of the Legal and Scientific and Technical Sub-Committees., gub-Committee. FHaving heard statements of the Chairmen of both Sub-Committees, \

My delegation was glad to see the progress made this year, which is ¥r. Martyn of Australia and Mr. Wyzner of Poland, I should like to express, i ﬁ
reflected in the reports that are before us. Our position on the work of the first of all, on behalf of my delegation, our deep appreciation of their §{ HVV
Legal Sub-Committee has been stated, and we feel that there is no need to repeat outstanding guidance, under which both Sub-Committees have successfully completed 5
it. In order to save time I shall now refer only briefly to the recent work of their work. :
the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, which is recorded in document Given those comprehensive reports of the Sub-Committees and the excellent {}é%
A/AC.105/39, the report so eloquently introduced by Dr. Martyn. statements of their Chairmen, my delegation does not find it necessary to dwell ?3’§§

My delegation would like once again to express its appreciation for the warm upon every item dealt with by those organs. Accordingly, I should 5kg&
reception given by members of this Committee to the request for a launching station like to touch upon some points to which my delegation attaches particular f?%g :
in Mar Chiquita, in the Atlantic. importance. ?;‘*

I was pleased to learn that precisely two days ago we effected a launching Firstly, with regerd to the report of the Scientific and Technical :‘ i ;

of a meteorological sounding rocket from this station in the Atlantic, together fub-Committee, it may be recalled that there was no consensus on the proposal on

with another launching effected from our station in Chamical. Our Government . the desirability of enlarging the personnel, budget and competence of the Cuter gl
V . g
i

- APFa b Lia , . .
will be pleased to receive the Group of Experts which will visit the installations ‘pace Affairs Group of the Secretariat; neither was there a consensus on the ¥

and report on their functioning. ¢ proposal on the desirability of establishing a specialized agency to deal with i
’ . = = . 3 . . . . . ! V'j L
We believe that the criteria laid down by the Committee for dealing with the || ~ OULsT space activities.  In this regard, we shouldlike to emphesize agonin that

request by Argentina will mean that the Argentine installations will be a step vember States should make full use of the existing sources of information, such  ﬂ

forward in outer space research and will be a way of strengthening international e as the Outer Space Affairs Group, the Committee For Space Research (COSPAR) and Bl

}m@ the European Space Research Organization (ESRO).

co-operation in this field.
TIn this connexion, finally, I should like to clarify the interpretation of

paragraph 32 of the report already referred to (A/AC.105/39). My delegation

Vith reference to the problem of United Nations sponsorship of international
SO 3 O e o » - s PP !
unding rocket launching ranges, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee 5 P

decided camine its essi
cided to examine at its next session the quesgtion of criteria for recommending
gl

understands that in order for the United Nations to grant sponsorship to the ‘
Argentine stations the same criteria will be used as for the Thumba range area in United Nations sponsorship. Ve hope that such an examination of at its future i? i
India, and that the new guidelines which will be laid down in the future by the session of requirements which would justify United Netions sponsorship.will bring } !
Sub-Committee for this kind of sponsorship will be applied to our Mar Chiquita sbout fruitful results in this field. 3%%
range later. The same 3Sub-Committee reached the consensus that it is not possible at the ;?iﬁ
bresent time to identify scientific or technical criteria for a precise and .é
lasting definition of outer srace, Furthermore, it decidesd to continue |
CCnsideration of this matter at future sessions and invited the lMember States ;
to submit further relevant material for such consideration by the Sub-Committee.
4y delegation ropes that ifember States will respond positively to this invitaticn, i g.v
teking into account impertant dmplicationsg which any definition of ocuter space L
"ould bave for operational aspects of space research and exploration. IR
g ;:;» y
.
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Regarding the Report of the Vorking Group on a Navigation Services
Satellite System, I should like to make reference to the hope expressed in
that Report that those States active in research and development work in
navigation services satellites will continue their work, In order to establish
a sound technical and economic basis to meet requirements for such a system,
Tor the purpose of contributing constructively to the Navigation Services
Satellite System, we in Japan will moke every possible effort to do so, although
we still need to accelerate our efforts to solve the relevant problems in the
field of space technology, including rockets and artificial satellites,

T should like briefly to touch upon the Report of the Legal Sub-Committee,
“Je are pleased to note that there was some substantial progress in the drafting
of an agreement on liability for dameges cauvsed Dby the launching of objects
into outer space. On the other hand, however, 1t is a matter of regret that
there was no comparable progress on an agreement for assistance to, and return
of, astronauts and space vehicles. In this regard my delegation sppreciates that
in this Committee, on 1% September, the representative of the Zoviet Union
confirmed that it had no objection to completing its draft of 19 June 1967,
concerning the rescue of astronauts, by adding provisions concerning the return
of astronauts and space vehicles, Ve consider it an encouraging sien, and hope
that the Legal Suwaommitteé will make substantial progress in drafting an

agreement in the future,

. SHAT (Australia): The convening of the present session of the

Cuter Space Comnittee marks the completion of one year of activity since the

General Assembly adopted resolution 2222 (XXI1) commending the Treaty on FPrinciples

Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration znd Use of Outer Space,
Including the ifoon and otrher Celestial Bodies. As has been remarked by other
speskers, this is perhaps wun appropriate time at which we might consider whether
the hopes engendered by the signature of that Treaty have been fulfilled in

the work of this Committee, and how we are proceeding in our attempt to keep
pace in this political Forum with the ropid developments taking place in many

aspects of space technology and ccience.,

iy
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This past year has seen meetings of both the Scientific and Technical and
the Legal Sub-Committees. There has been a meeting of the Yorking Group on a

Navigation Services Satellite System, while preparations are proceeding for

(the United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer

gpace, to be held in Vienna next year.

First of all, turning to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committeee, that
Sub-Committee has, just last week, completed a useful and constructive meeting,
which furthered the work of that body on the main agenda items which it had been
considering. The work of the Sub-Committee proceeded in an atmosphere of
goodwill and co-operation, which went a great way to ensuring the speedy completion
of its work. The Australian delegation welcomed the discussion which took place
in that Sub-Committee on Exchange of Information. That discussion clarified
scme of the issues involved by bringing to our attention the large number of
sources and digests already available concerning developments in all phases of
space science, We agree with the view expressed by a number of delegations in
that Sub-Committee, that the primary role of the Sub-Committee, and of the
Quter Space Affairs Group in the Secretariat, is not itself to attempt the
publication of digest material, which in the existing state of affairs would
probably only duplicate what is already available, but rather to act as a means
through which countries interested in particular fields could obtain information
concerning the existing sources of information available to them.

With regard to the item of Encouragement of International Programmes, my
delegation was pleased to note the special interest shown in the Sub-Committee
in some of the potential and existing applications of space technology. OfF
particular interest were the reports from MO concerning the importance of
satellites in meteorology, particularly in those areas where there is at the
present time a scarcity of available data. In the Southern Hemisphere, and
more especially in South and South-East Asia, the introduction of methods of
weather observation from satellites is of considerable importance to the
countries of the region, surrounded as they are by vast areas of ocean which

limit tre possibilities of weather observation by conventional means, The

(88
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plans for the ijorld Weather Watch, in which Australia is co-operating by the
establishment of a World ‘eather "atch Centre in Melbourne, offers a good
ecxample of the possibilities of international co-operation in applying the
benefits of space technology on a global basis,

The Scientific Sub-Committee also commended the report of the International
Telecommunications Union. The growth of communications by means of satellites
has been one of the major applications of space technology. which is also of
particular importance to countries geographically remote from the main
communication centres, as well as to countries whose size might suggest the
feasibility of scme day using satellites for internal ccmmunications., In
this connexion, considerable interest was shown in the Sub-Committee in an
Tndian report on an experiment in mass communications which is in progress in
over 100 villages around Delhi, The plamed UNESCO pilot programme, involving
the uge of satellites for disseminating information concerning agricultural
methods and population control, is an experiment which will be watched with
interest and on which the Sub-Committee has invited the Govermment of India
to continue to report as the programme progresses.

Under the agenda item of International Sounding Rocket Launching Facilities,
the 3ub-Committee heard a request from the representative of Argentina for
United Natione sponscrship of a sounding rocket facility at lMar del Flata.

The establishment of a launching facility in an area of considerable scientific
interest in the Southern Hemisphere was noted, and this Committee has been asked
to approve that in due course a swall group of scientists should visit the
station with a view to making a recommendation concerning the granting of United
Mations sponsorship, 7e agree that 1t is appropriate that, at its next meeting,
the Sub-Committee might consider the gquestion of criteria which should be

satisTied with 2 viewr to recommernding sponscrship of international sounding

rocket lsunching ranges,

P/T38 A/AC,105/PV. 51
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In relation to Zducation and Training, the Secretariat had prepared for

the Sub~-Committee's attention an =xtensive and comprehensive directory on the
opportunities vhich existed in many countries for education and training in
fields related to space science, My delegation would like to associste itgelf
with those other delegations which have expressed particular appreciation for
the efforts of the Secretariat in the preparation of this material, as well as
the documentaticn on the other items which it had prepared for the

Sub-Committee's session,




A/AC.108/PV.51
26

YT /i

Shaw. Australia)

On the topic of the definition of outer space, as will be apparent from the

Seientific and Technical Sub-Committee's report, there was a consensus that it wag

not possible at the present time to identify scientific and technical criteria

which would permit a precise and lasting definition. “hile a glance at the

Secretariat background paper will show that innumerable possible criteria of

the cconclusion of both

cuter space have been suggested at different times,

the working papers prepared by the delegations of France and Canada and the

conclusion of the members of the Sub-Committee was that none of the suggested

criteria permitted a definition which would fulfil the requirements sought

by the Legal Sub-Committee, It was dmplicit in this view that any definition

which could be 1laid down at the present time would be in a sense arbitrary,

and that because of the important implications for the operational aspects of

spuce research and explcration, it was agreed that the topic should be the

subject of further consideration in the Sc and Technical Sub~Committee.

ientific

Turning now to the Legal 3Sub-Committee, this Sub-Committee had o session

in Geneva during the summer, following the very useful work which it had done

last year in preparing the way for the Treaty on Cuter Space. It again reverted

to the work on the Draft Agreement on Liability for Damages Caused by the

cts into Cuter Space and on the Draft Agreement on Asslstance

Launching of Obje

to and Return of Astronauts and Space Vehicles The Sub-Committee had a

useful discussion on some of the very complex and delicate legal gquestions

raised by the draft agreement cn liability and made modest progress in arriving
ree

at some points of agreement concerning this subject., In a more propitious

stmosphere, and possible with some reconsideration of its vorking methods in

dealing with this subject, it is hoped that 1t will be possible for the Legal

Sub-Committee to make further progress on this dralt agreement.

I+ is unfortunate that the Lepul Sub-Committee was not able to register

stance to and Return of
Sub-Committee it

any Progress on the Draft Agreement on Assi

Astronauts and Spa vehicles In reviewin. the work of the

ig difficult to do other than regret that the question of the scope of the

mandate given to the Ccrmnmitbee on Outer Space by Ceneral Assembly resolution

2221 (4T) should hove been called into guesticn and that so much time should

have beern lost in & fruitless debate on what the Sub-Committee was to discuss.

e

é’ the hope that it will now be possible for the ie
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(Mr. Shaw. sustralia)

In this connexion the Asutralian delegation welcomes the statemont by

the representative of the USSR at the 49th meeting of the Committee, that:
Il- -
Je declare again here that we have no objection to completing the
draft presented by the Soviet Union on 19 June 1967 concerning the rescue

of astronauts in the event of accident or emergency landing, with
, T

= .(.(. . - 3 - - -] Z > =) * )
provisions concerning the return of astronauts and space vehicles, in

C(,nformlt}/’ with the pPIrov isions of the treaty on the principles governing
R > -
he activities of States the (:?XplOI'&;LtiOl'l and uses of outer space
S v = 3

including the moon and other celestial bodies." (L9th meeting, p. €1)

i e e o S e R - .
In view of this statement it is perhups sufficient for me simply to express

gal Sub-Committee at its next
session to make rapid progress with the task of

Ilrawing up an agreement

which
t also

Let

would cover not only the question of assistoince to astronauts, bu

Aot 8 y - ™ (N - - e e~ iy - - 3 s
the question of their return, as well as the return of space vehicles.

1 ~ - : > ] 2o —~ : a -t =1 - ]
us hope that it will be possible for the Jub-Committee to muke propress on

both these draft agreements which have now been hefore it For a number of years.

r . ] - o 9 . . .
The Legal Sub-Committee also considered the proposal concerning the

Pt o , e s . .
definition of outer space and the utilization of outer space

A

and celestial

bodies  inc . i e P s
dies, including the varicus implications of space communications. While the

o [ o PPV - B - 3
Legal Sub-Committee was able to reach agraeement on the text of a cuestionnaire

to be addressed to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committes, to whose

discussion I have already referred, it was unable to reach agreement on any

recom oo e wtilizati ]
ommendations relating to the utilizetion of outer space and celestial bodies.

|n de & vy i -1 oy el s ey 1
delegation believes that there will be scope Tor the further pursult of

4-

these questions at tuture sessions of +the Legal Sub-Commititees,

The Torking Group on a Navization Satellite

hod « usefn]

Services Cystenm, in which

my o sy e e e mt T enmm e -
v delegation was privileged to participate, sessicn at which

lt CC[“.d Rele P Aen ] v v o - PRT-CR I oy o -
wucted a preliminary survey of +70 need for and the technical Teasibility

of such o v ‘o comenr in the 14 s
cn oo systoan. e concur in the Tinaing of this voriing sroup that there

W3S at the preaons 49ro - - :
at the present bime no demcnstrated necd for the estublishment of such a

S\S £ SRR S o IO 2 A B
ystem, but that this natter should be «ept under revioy by the specialized

agencicsy . ineliddne o T~ s R )
eHficles, including IICC 2nd ICAC, in the light ol urther developments in this

Tielq,

et b N T L

Ko b

e
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(Mr. Marschik, Avstria)

Finally, my delegation would like to add a few words about the United . .
and space vehicles and an international agreement on liability for damages
S

Nations conference on the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space which . i
caused by the launching of objects into outer space. The Sub-Committee's

is to be held in Vienns during 1668. Ve hope that, with the additional time .
report reflects the progress which the Sub-Committee has been able to make

now available for the preparation of the conference, it will be possible for a2 ) . | Ashy
in this respect. f i

many countries to attend, particularly those which might most expect to benefit - .
s After the spectacular achievement in preparing the Treaty on Principles

from a conference designed to examine the opportunities available for non-space , . the Activiti . .
Governing e Activities of States in Outer Space last year, and considering

Powers tc benefit from the technical and scientific achievements of the space
also that the two draft agreements have been on the agenda of the Legal

age. In its first report the Working Group of the Whole recommended that the beC Lt
Sub-Committee for several years, the progress achieved this vear will perhaps

conference should be prepared in such a menner as to be meaningful to both a . .
seem modest and somewhat disappointing. Yet, the report does note that it

scientists and non-scientists, and we think that it would be useful to include ‘b
wvas possible to reach agreement on several points, and speakers in this debate

participation by representatives not only in strictly scientific fields, _ .
’ have called our attention to them Also some v
. rapprochment has been achieved

but also those concerned with questions of policy. We trust that preparations th Lot .
on other points during the Sub-Committee's discussions. My delegation hopes g ! g
9 R I i

for the conference are proceeding and that, under your guidance, Mr. Chairman,
’ - therefore, that the Legal Sub-Committee will be able t . . i
L o continue its work i 3

t],]e rYesources a I’]d I ) _. it ] es o1 t e Qe revar .[ at W i be 1 t il. & ed il’l Ll’l&UI‘iIlg e b s

e  the conference. ¢ .
the success o e our next session.

These are the thoughts which my delegation wished to express concerning Several representatives in this debate h 1
; S g a ave recalled that the tragic

the work of the Committee on Outer Space. While in some respects the 1 £ oi . ~ il
oss of piloneers of space exploration by both the Soviet Union and the United a8l Ay

achievements of the past year have been modest ones, we feel that they have ke : : Nl
e i8] Y ’ 4 States earlier this year has clearly demonstrated, and with painful impact, ; fi

I]laI‘le fu.{. 'L n2x I - l;) ) > i : ] LT :m- 1 i nb ne Nnanado ; 1c 13,9 b Z &l ven t.a() < > .
o 1}/ P dote l: 3, & cen ta! O ;) l I (]ee l)e an €SS € e,

this Committee. \ : ; the steadily increasing number of launching experiments naturally increases e I
Te feel coniident that, under your wise guldance, Mr. Chairman, the : in proportion the possibility of damage which might be caused by these object Y;‘ % 1
Committee will go on to do evéen more fruitful worlk in the years shead. 1i launched into outer space, Members of the Committee will recall that y:aisc ° }f i i
& ; ago we were shown in this Committee by one of the delegations present remnants . gy

e

ir. MARSCHIK (Austria): As the Committee is once again ready to f of vehicles sent into outer space that had fallen on the berritory of & Member

prepare its report to the General Assembly on the worlk accomplished over the past “gf State

]

) ) ] ) ) 1t is therefore perhaps only a question of time until actual damage il
year, and once again, as you pointed out in your opening s atement, does occur due to the launching of objects int t R
o outer sgpace.

Mr. Chairman, against a background of continuing scientific and technical

achievements in the exploration and use of outer space, my delegation would

like +to make the following few observations on the reports submitted to our

Committee and on the problems before it.

The Lepal Sub-Ceommittee, os shown in its report, has continued this
I 2 2 )

vear its efforts to draft an internaticnal agreement on assistance to astronauts 3 A t

o
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(Mr. Marschik, Austria) (Mr. Marschik, Augbris)
A1l these seem to be powertul arguments indeed to support the call for a 1aunching facilities and, here, in particular, on the continuing United Nations
speedy elaboration of the two proposed agreements on agsistance to sponsorship of the Thumba Scunding Rocket Station in India and on the
astronauts and cn liability for damage caused by objects launched into space. ' propOSed sponsorship for launching facilities in Argentina, as well as
From the documents before us we note that both the Lo al and the , recommondations on education and training in space research. We believe
Scientific Sub-Committees heve encountered considerable difiiculties in their that our Committee will have no difficulty in endorsing the Sub-Committee's
studies relating to a definition of outer space. In the discussions ol the recowmendations on those points.
Scientific Sub-Committee last weel we were told in fact that 1t appears There was one further point of interest in the discussions of the
very difficult if not impossible to identlfly scientific or technical criteria l geientific Sub-Committee last week and which is referred to briefly in
vhich would permit a precisc and lasting definition of outer space. It is =k paragraphs 25 to 25 of the Sub-Committee's report. In fact, a number of
our hope that in spite o those cbvious difficulties the Legal Sub-Committee ;’ delegations in the Scientific Sub-Committee expressed their regret that at
o - . con o . U C s
will proceed with its work in this respcect. § present the role off the Scientific Sub-Committee, and indeed, the United
WE have been reminded during this debate of the treaty on principles ‘ Hations, 1in matters of outer space was rather limited. Those delegations have, | ]
governing the activities ol States in outer space, which has been rightiy-... therefore, made a number of suggestions on how possibly to strengthen the ; ' i\
hailed as a major achieremert in bringing thr vu'e of law 2o outcr space and role of the United Nations in encouraging international co-operation in
which has in the meantime been signed by a very great number of States. this field. The proposal was made, inter alia, organize United Nations g
To my delegation it appears in order that we should now also sgree on & sponscred conferences or seminars, symposia, fellowships and training courses,

definition of what we mean by outer space and on the area toe which that and to become to a much larger extent the source for disseminating information
)] L 1 [P r W Y oY Y > 8 4 i

treaty will apply The fact that it might not be feasible to establish a - on the practical applications of outer space --in other words, to do on a
breaty will ap . b might n |

letinition of outer space cn compelling scientific and technical grounds in permanent basis what the United Nations Conference on Outer Space will do in
defini : te a o mpe L. C : |

our opinicn need not impede a solution. Tt will perhaps be possible, in the ' a dramat

ic and concentrated form on an ad hoc basis in the summer of next vear
. . N 4 . e e . » -~ . P - CIAR - ] r irl Viel'ln"—? .
absence of gecientific and technical criteria, to arrive at a definition or = a

. ) - o srhitrary decd gl Was The same delegations pointed to the work accomplish:d by the International
delimitation of oubter space by agreement. The same arblirayy declslon was, g [ P b

.. . S v e "ne y 1 - Pa res 3 7 - @ ‘ 3 AN EY OV T
after all. taken in esbablisbing the limits of territorial waters and of Atomic Energy Agency in that respect in the field of atomic energy. We

) realize, of course, that we are dealing here with a delicate problem,
the high scas. | |
The guestion of the definition of cuter space was discussed in the past - perticularly if we contemplate the organizational and financial implications.
e dlicoe SEERPA AN L 9 E - :

- - n Cormittees. snd it mioht We fully realize that opinion is by no means unanimous about the best
year by both our Scientific and cur Legol Sub-Committees, &nd 17 might y 1i D s by . _

serve, therefore, as a useful goint to turn now to the repors cf the - @pproach to be taken on that matter. Obviously, therefore, that question will
Seientific Sub-Committee. That report, as in the past, 2ing a number require further studies and should not be the subject of hasty conclusions. ]
of recommendations on a wide range of subjects, in perticular, the exchangs v - We do feel, however, that it is a matter which deserves our attention and :4 ;§;
of information, the encouragement of international programmes and, this :W therefore note with satisfaction from the Sub-Committec!'s report that %2 i

- che < SN . - e . i o s
year  in porbtlcular, the very interesving Vor o Veather Watch Programme he Sub-Committee intends to keep the gquestion under further review. f
adopted by W0 earlier This yeor, nriher  on dnternational sounding rocken
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(Mr. Marschik, Austria) (Mr. Marschilk, Austria) 3

T should now like to fturn to the report submitted to us by the Working . Finally, I wish to turn to the question of the United Nations Conference i | i

Group on Navigation Services Satellite Systems. From the report 1t appears on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. We have noted with

i
that the meeting of the Working Group provided a valuable opportunity for gracat satisfaction the statements made by almost every speeker in this present 8
] I T A ] - : % o=, r 7 e aod o +he . . - . :
x;ApcI‘to 11 tllat_ Lleld TO l’ﬂeot and G‘{Chal’lge thelr Y1IEWSsS Oon the n(_,ed Ctnd on th deb‘l’be StreSSlng tl'le lmportdnce Of ‘th.e Vlel'll’la Conference, and we WlSh 'to agssure
feasibility of a navigation secrvices satellitc system, in particular with the Committee that the Austrian Govermment, as the host Government to the 1
x,j

o s e b i s s T o ) o )
representatives of the Internatiocnal Civil Aviation Organization and the conference, will do everything in its power to comtribute to the full success i

g A e S ¥ 34 t s p 1o - 3 < 1 p > . . . .
International Maritime Consultative Organization which, after all, woulcd be of the Conference. It is in this wish 0 see the Conference beccme a true and

14
the representatives of the potential users of such = systen. lasting success that my delegation would like to avail itself of this opportunity
On the basis of thelr discussions, the Working CGroup arrived at two to remind the members of the Committee that while the preparation for the 1 ;
basic conclusions: first, that it will be technically feasible to conference as begun, a great deal indeed remains still to be done. : .
develop a navigation services satellite system, both fo meet particular ibove all, as several speakers in the debote have already pointed out, 5%32
needs of civil aviation and sea-borne traffic and generally to help resolve the Conference will be a true success only if it is attended not only by 'ﬁﬁ
many navigational requirements; and, secondly, that at present an representatives of the space Powers, but also by a significant number of ﬁ;
agreed requirvement for such & system does not exist, but that a requirement : ‘ participants from non-space nations and, in particuler, the developing countries, “3 % .
3 Ih
is likely to arise in the relatively near future for certain functions which  for whose benefit, after all, the Conference is in the first place intended. 1 ;
could be performed by a satellite system. The Working Group, therefore, i No time, therefore, should be lost in making the necessary arrangements to ! ]
1
suggests -- rightly. we believe -- that th- problem will require . furth r studies ¢ publicize the Conference and its objectives on as wide a basis as possible. ;f ‘
and recommends that those studiecs be undertak-n by inter.sted organizations, This will require the co-operation of Member States, as well as the collaboration |

in particular the two which I have just mentioned,  ICAO and IMCO. The of the Secretary-General, whose assistance will be valuable not only in the

13
Working Group further recommends that those organizations be requested to 4 carly preparation of information material, and we could think, for instance, iﬁ; :
submit annually, if possible, perbinent reports to our Committee. We believe L of the preparation of an information pamphlet setting forth the idea and the § i 1
that those recommendations should be endorsed by our Committee. ; objectives of the Conference, but also in the efforts to give this information Nv
As to possible reports which we will receive from interested material as wide a publicity as possible. i
organizations on the afore-mentioned subject, we would hope that ol Akt the same time, practical preparations for the Conference will have to :
thoge reperts, which will necessarily be highly technical, could k: move gpeedily ahead. We know that the work of the Panel of Experts has begun ; )
be dealt with first by the Bcientific and Technical 3ub-Committees before 4 and is proceeding, and we hope that the Panel will be able to meet soon to H ; £
being submitted to the main Committee here. continue its efforts in this respect. .i %k
Ve also trust that the Secretary-General will take in good time all : ’ k
‘ hecessary steps in preparation for the technical and administrative arrangements _ ﬂﬂ 2
heeded for the Conference. In this connexion, my Government would welccme 1% . Lt :
(‘ if, in the near future, the representative of the Secretoriab entrusted with M
the administrative preparstion for the Conference could ccme to Vienna in order k

Lo discuss with the Austrian authorities the questions arising in connexicn

With the practical administrative arrangements for the Conference. 4 e
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(Mr. Marschik, Austria)

Tn conclusion, we should like sincerely to associate ourselves with the

wish expressed by so many of the spezkers in this debate to see the Conference,

the first United Nations Conference on the IExploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer

Space, become a true success and a milestone in the development of international
co-operation in outer space.
Mr. VINCI (Italy)(interpretation frcm French): Before stating the

position of the Italien delegation on the items on the agenda of thig Committee,

I should like, as several of my colleagues have done, to welcome the representative

of France, who has returned to the great United Nations family. My delegation
and I personally are very gratified to see Ambassador Bérard here again after
five years in Rome, where he represented,very brilliantly, I might say, his
country. I believe that he was able to acquire in Rome new energy to face the
trials here at the United Nations. I was amongst the first to receive him on
his arrival in Rome at the outset of his mission there, and for this reason I am
very happy to have the opportunity of strengthening the ties of friendship that
bind him to Italy.

(continued in Engligh)

Turning now to the matters under discussion, I wish, first of all, to
congratulate you, Mr. Chairmen, for your concise and at the same time
comprehensive opening statement, which has given us a clear picture of the
status of international co-operation for the peaceful uses of outer space.

I am also glad to express the appreciation of my delegation to the Chairmen
and members of the Legal Sub-Ccommittee, of the Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee and of the Vorking Group on navigation satellites. They lave all made
valuable efforts in trying to find acceptable and suitable solutions to the
difficult topics included in their terms of reference.

Furthermore, I should like to commend the efficient co-operation and
gupport given to us and to our Sub-Ccommittees and Working Groups by the
dedicabed members of the Office of Outer Space Affalrs of the Secretariat, as
well as by the specialized agencies concerned, such as VMO, ITU, UNESCO, ICAO
and TIHCO.

RSH/ids A/RC.105/PV.51
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(Mr. Vinci, Ttaly)

Finally, I wish to express my appreciation to you, Mr. Chairman, and to
the representative of France and the Soviet Union for the compliments addressed

to my country for its space activities, which were recently highlighted by the

equatorial launching of our San Marco B Satellite. May I reciprocate by expressing

ny sincere congratulations to the representatives of the Soviet Union and France
for the significant and importent achievements they have made lately in outer
space.

It goes without saying that my delegatbion, having participated actively
in the sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee, of the Technical and Scientific
Sub-Committee and of the Working Group on navigation satellites, and having
joined the other delegations 1IN the unanimous approval of their reports, 1s
ready to accept them and include them in our report to the General Assembly,
without modifications or reservabtions.

I should add, as previous speakers have done, that, although these reports

show scme progress, the results have not been spectacular. The general impression
of my delegation is thabt cur efforts towards our initial goals of global space
co-operation are scmehow slowing down. Cur pace, which is not consistent with
that of the space achievements, seems to have lost momentum alsc in respect

to the space Treaty. The negotiation and conclusion of this Treaty, to which
my delegation was glad to take an active part with other delegations, has
raiged great expectations wamong many counbries, especially of practical
benefits to be derived from successes in space. Iy delegation believes that the
highly inspiring principles and objectives contained in the space Treaty, especially
for their innovating spirit, should not be lost but kept alive as they could

and can certainly exercise the most favourable influence on earth.

This is why we cannot help noting, as many previous speakers have already
stated, that, olthough positive, the progress achieved by the Legal Sub-Committee
under the efficient guidance of Dr. Wyzner-- and I sheuld like to say here that
he has virtually shown in the Chair that Poland con produce more than one
Dr. Luchs -- has lagged behind our hopes. The progress has been rather limited
and has altogether uncovered, probably, more problems than it has solved. This

Was perhaps a necesgary and not useless exercise.
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It will indeed certainly require hard work and dedication on the part

of its Chairman and members to reach a unanimously agreed text on both

conventions on liabilities and on assistance and return of the astronauts.

But I am sure that this can be done, and my delegation is encouraged by the
positive statement made here by the Soviet representative on the subject of
the return of astronauts and spacecraft. It is our hope that the Sub-Committee
will resume its work as soon as possible on those important matters.

The report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee was not less
'effectively presented by its able Chairman, Dr. Martyn. I was impressed,
as were other colleagues, by his instructive explanations, and I was glad to
be able for once to have some glimpse of light on matters which are completely
out of my range of comprehension. The report of the Scientific and Technical
Sub~Committee also shows, in the opinion of my delegation, a slight trend
towards routine work, which has prompted the Italian representative in that
body to sound a clarion call, as defined by Dr. Martyn himself, for more
imagination and Tor some original ideas.

Of course new ideas and proposals should be presented in well written
documents, and not brought forward, at least in our judgement, suddenly in
the course of discussions of other subjects. On the other hand, the
demonstration of a "proven need", as requested by some quarters, in order
to discuss the subject might not always be possible, and it might be the
case of which comes first, the egg or the chicken.

On the bright side of the picture, we note that the report of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee has some interesting features, thanks to the
contributions by the Government of India, with the presentation of the
activities of its United Nations-sponsored Thumba Range, of the Ahmedabad
satellite Earth station experiment and of the educational television satellite
programme; by the Viorld Meteorological Organization, with the presentation of
its far-sighted Vorld Weather Vatch project; and by the production of valuable
documents by the Office of Cuter Space Affairs of the Secretariat. It also
contains the refreshing novelty of the presentation of the new Argentine
sounding rocket range, to which the Italian delegation is giving full support

towards obtaining United Nations sponsorship.

A/AC.105/PV.51
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(Mr. Vinci, Italy)

With respect to the question of the definition of outer space, my

delegation fully concurs with the findings of the Scientific and Technical

~Sub-Committee and agrees that such a matter should be a permanent item on

the agenda of future sessions of that body. Finally, the report of the
Working Group on navigation satellites has stated in careful terms and in

the most diplomatic, if not technical, tradition that, yes, navigational
satellites are feasible, but alas, they will not be available for a long time
to come. I wonder whether such a conclusion should not be considered a little
too ccnservative, especially since an existing navigation satellite system has
already become available for civilian use. In any case, it is the considered
opinion of my delegation that the Working Group on navigation satellites should
meet periodically in order to keep the matter under constant review.

The aforementioned considerations lead me to make some rather frank remarks
about international co-operation in peaceful space activities. It is only fair
to acknowledge that if eighty or more nations of the world, including my own,
have had the opportunity to perform in outer space or to collect some direct
knowledge of space research and exploration, they owe it to a great extent to
the foresight and friendly spirit of co-operation of the United States of
America.

I wish to take this opportunity to state how much we feel indebted to the
United States for the continuous support of the San Marco and other scientific
programmes achieved or planned by my country. In this connexion, the Italian
delegation wishes to convey, through the representative of the United States
of America, its warmest congratulations to NASA for its successful role in
promoting international co-operation.

I was also gratified to note the initiatives taken by the Soviet Union
in the same direction of international co-operation. The report presented
by the representative of the Soviet Union indicates in fact that under the
leadership of the Soviet Union, fruitful activity of international co-operation
with simultaneous satellite and rocket launchings is emerging among Fastern

European nations.
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(Mr. Vinci. Italy) (Mr. Vinci, Italy)

This Prings me to one simple factual consideration. International It is the feeling of the Italian delegation that space today has greatly

co-operation in space is carried out at present mostly by two groups of changed its connotation, as the representatives of the United States. the
~ ’

States, one led by the United States and the other by the Soviet Union. soviet Union and Canada stated on a previous occasion

Srace feats have
Roth are dedicated to peaceful purposes, but still with little interchange become sO commonplace that they do not even make headlines any longer. TWhat

hetween them and with a substantial amount of competition. Now it is common the people and the nations are now looking for are the practical applications

knowledge that leadership carries with it great respcnsibilities. How heavy that we have forecast and, in a sense, promised to them on a global scale
that responsibility is in the case of the two great space Powers is too well over these past years. We firmly believe that the future efforts of this
known for me to elaborate on it. It therefore seems somehow understandable Committee, in addition to the worthwhile activities performed thus far,
that their approach and response to new ideas, new proposals and new challenges should be channelled towards those goals.
may be different from that of other members of the Committee. In other words, In this respect, the Italian delegation looks forward with great anticipation

it may he a more careful approach and response. The reason is obvious. tc the United Nations space conference to be held next year in Vienna, and wishe
s ishes

The two great Powers, being confronted with big problems on Farth, in ”i' to confirm that Italian representatives will bring to it the contribution of my
spite of their daily plunges in outer space, are forced to keep their feet g country so as to make it as successful as we all wish it to be

firmly on the ground. Other members, Less concerned with such problems and

free {rom global responsibilities, may usefully expound ideas and proposals

towards the ideal "great plan” of a unified and peaceful planet Farth operating

in spece as a whole. These are facts of life -- a moment in the histery of

mankind -- and we cannot brush them aside. I believe, however, that our
Committee and its Sub-Committees have a task of the greatest importance: to

try o strike a happy balance bLetween practicality and idealicm. It is one

AR T e

way, perhaps nct the only one, to maintaln the drive towards the goal of

ultimate global co-operation in space for the benefit of mankind, a goal

that had been set for the first time nine years ago by the twelfth session
of the General Assembly in resolution 1348 (XII) and embodied in the space
Treaty, an international instrument which should mark the turning point, a

definitive turning point, for the better with respect to the lives of all

Tn this recpect, I submit that the discussions of new ideas and proposals,

provided, as I have sald, that they are presented in written form and in the

proper comprehensive form, will never constitute a waste of time for our : g
- Hond
Committee and Sub-Committees; that is 21l the more so when dealing with the Aoy

potential practical applications of space experiences which can speed up ;

human progress, especially in the developing countries. . ¢ it

¥
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Mr. TURNER (Canada): I shall be very brief because my delegation has
already déiivered a statement of a general nature at our meeting of 13 September,
At this time I simply wish to record the satisfaction of our delegation that so
many other members of this Committee have reminded us of the importance of the
international conference on outer space scheduled to take place in Vienna
in 1968. I think that it is particularly encouraging that mention has been made
of the importsnce of particiration in this Conference by non-space Powers and
especially the developing countries.

References have also been made to the desirabllity of adequate publicity and
preparation. I think I can do no better in voicing our support for the importance
which has been attached to those points than to say how well they have been
expressed and outlined to us by the representative of Austria.
Mr. el ARABY (United Arab Republic): We have just heard 2 most

interesting and helpful statement by the representative of Austria concerning the

outer space conference. The United Arab Republic delegation attaches great
importance to that conference and hopes that all non-space Powers, especially

the developing countries, will derive the meximum benefit from it. Therefore,

my delegation should like to suggest that the part of the Austrian representatives‘jlf

statement which dealt with the outer space conference be attached to the

Committee's report 2s a separate annex.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has heard the suggestion made by the

representative of the United Arab Republic to add as an annex to tle report the

part of the statement of the Austrian representative which dealt with the Vienna
Conference If T hear no objection T shall take it that the Committee so decides.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN: The representative of Indis has expressed the hope that

Dr. Martyn would find it possible to continue as Chairman of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. Dr. Martyn was unable to attend our meeting this
morning since he had to leave earlier this morning for Australia. But I shall be
heppy to convey to him the apreal made by the representative of India this

morning in his intervention.

Present session.
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(The Chairman)

In this regard, I wish, %S Chairman of the parent Committee, to voice my
hope that Dr. Martyn will be able to continue his valuable services as Chairman

of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. Under Dr. MVartyn's able guidance,

the Sub-Committee has been able to present this Committee with many constructive

and positive recommendations. I am confident that Dr. Martyn, in spite of his
many obligations at home and to certain international organizations, will
consider the matter in the light of the desirability of continuing his
chairmanship of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,

The suggestion made this morning, also by the representative of India, to
enzble the Legal Sub-Committee to hold more meetings will of course be put on
record and the Chair will certainly do its best to be helpful in this regard.
In this connexion, I wish to repeat what I said earlier, namely, that the Chair
will meke every effort to set the date for the meetings of the Sub-Committees
early enough to enable delegations to prepare their work for the Sub-Committees
in time. However. in this connexion may I appeal to 21l Member States to assist
the Chair in the effort since a positive outcome to this undertaking depends

largely on their co-operation.

Mr. THACHER ((United States of America): I heve A comment +o make

on your last remarks; Mr Chairman. I think that other delegations would find it
helpful if the Secretariat were able to draw up a list of existing conferences and
meetings scheduled for the next two years which might in any way interfere with

the scheduling of the Legal Sub-Committee and the Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the Secretary of our Cemmittee to take up this

Suggestion and to circulate such a raper.
L now call on the Rapporteur to introduce the report.

Mr, de CARVALHO-SILOS (Frazil) (Rapporteur of the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space):

The text of the draft report on the work performed

by our Committee at the present session has been circulated to all delegations.

As usual, the draft report is a factual and objective document which reflects the

e .
lews expressed, the recommendrtions agreed upon and the decisions arrived at at this

I hope that all delegations will approve it.
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The CHAIRMAN: Does any delegation wish to comment on the draft report?

As no delegation wishes to meke comments, I assume that the Committee agrees to

ndopt the draft report.
The draft report was adopted.

Mr THACHER (United States of America): Are we talking now of the

Recommendations and Decisions portion of the draft report?

Mr. de CARVALHO-SILOS (Brazil): I am dealing with both documents which

have been circulated, the one in printed form and the provisional document. As

regards the second document, I should like to call the attention of the members of

The brackets should be deleted. I am

this Committee to paragraph 5 on rege 2.

referring here to the beginning and end of peragraph 5.

The CHAIRMAN: Does this satisfy the United States delegation?

T believe that there are one or two minor changes that still need to be made in
the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. For example, I have in
mind paragraph 28 of document A/AC.105/39 in which reference is mede to the
sounding rocket range in Argentina under the name "Chemical", whereas I believe
the proper name is Chemical. I believe there is a different spelling.

There mey be some other changes that should be made in that report before it

is annexed.

i o

a/rds

A/AC.105/PV.51
51
(Mr. Thacher, United States)

The second comment relates to paragraph 7 of the working paper containing

to the

graft recommendations which in +turn relates

and decisions,

york of the Vorking Group on Navigation services Satellite Systems. I would
suggest that it might be appropriate to retain the language used by this Committee
1ast year, when, setting forth the terms of reference for this Working Group,

1

it directed it to consider "in sequence" and make recommendations to the
committee regarding the need, feasibility and implementation, etec.
The language we have before us I think perhaps has inadvertently left

out the words "in sequence".

The CHATRMAN: The Committee has heard the suggestions made by the

representative of the United States. If there is no objection, T will take it
that the Ccmmittee decides to these two minor changes.

It was so decided,

Mr. TURMER (Canada): I have s further very minor editorial point.

I am now referring to page 3 of the working paper. In view of the decision the
Committee took a few minutes ago to abtach an extract from the statement of

the representative of Austria, I wonder if it would be possible to have

another heading that would simply say "United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space', and then perhaps, under the

heading, a simple sentence to the effect that the Committee decided to rorward for
information -- or attach, or something along those lines -— an extract from the
representative of Austria’s statement regarding the conference.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has just heard the suggestion made

by +h - N . .. - _ .
v the representative of Canada. May I perhaps suggest that the exact wording
be left +o the Rapporteur and the Committee Secretary.

If there is no objection to such a procedure, it will be so decided.

It was so dezided.
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The CHAIRMAN: Since there are no further observations on the report,
the Committee has thus concluded its deliberations for the present session, I
should like to thank all members of the Committee for thelr co-operation, whicy
made it possible for the Committee to accomplish its tasks speedily and in full
agreement,

The Committee is once again in a position to submit to the General Assembly
a comprehensive report on the work accomplished by our Committee and its
Sub-Committees in the past year. Much of the credit for this achievement must,
of course, go to our two Sub-Committees and to their Chairmen, Professor Martyn anj
Mr, Vyzner. It was a particular pleasure at this session to be able to welcome
both Professor Martyn and Mr. Wyzner to this Committee. On behalf of all membergs L
of our Committee I should like to express our sincere appreciation to them for
their kind co-operation., Their introduction and explanation of the reports of th g%
respective Sub-Committees have, I am sure, been of great help to the members of
this Committee. \

I should also like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the
Secretariat, in particular Mr. Vellodi, as the representative of the Secretary-
General, and Ir. Abdel-Chani and his devoted collaborators in our Outer Space
Affairs Group, as well as all the visible and invisible helpers of our Committe g
who have contributed to the successful conclusion of this session, i

The next year will be of particular importance to the work of our Committe ¥
It will see the first United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceﬁﬂ.U§

fiat
of Outer Space, scheduled to take place from 1k August until 27 August, in\ﬁﬁnmﬁ

Many delegations have already in these past days drawn our attention to the ‘ '
importance of that Conference. Vith the co-operation of all concerned, I am %'1 A
convinced that the Conference will indeed beccme the event of great and lasting ?
importance which we all want it to be, and a symbol of the ever-increasing %

international co-operation in the peaceful uses and exploration of outer spaceé.

The tenth session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space is

adjourned,

The meeting rose at 12,40 p.m.
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