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(iir. Freeland, United King@gg)

and in the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launcheg
j8)

into Outer Space. Ue do not repard the inclusion of nrovisions on these lines

in the présent draft convention -- any more thcn in its two predecessors -
a5 constituting any precedent for the case of agreeuments in other fields.

On the question of priorities for future work in the Legal Sub-Comittee,
my delegation has no strong preference for the choice of a particular item
25 the next one for discussion, and we shall listen with interest to the views
of others. I can, however, say now that the surgestion made by the representativel
of Canada yesterday, and the representative of Japan this morning, that the
question of registration should be siven first pfiority would cause no difficulty
for us.

Similarly, the suggestion of the representative of Australia that the question
of sctivities on the moon should be given first priority would not be a matter of
difficulty for my delegation.

I turn now to the revort of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee

(A/AC.105/95).

without doubt, the decision to establish a Working Group on Reriote Sensing of

The most important decision taken by the Sub-Coumittee was,
the Larth by Satellites. Iiy delegation welcomes this decisicn and looks forward
to the first substantive meetbing of the Working Group, at which the United Kingdom’
intends to be represented by suitably qualified experts. As the Scientific

and Technical Sub-Committee pointed out, the appropriate time for the first
substantive session of the Group will be at such time as it is possible to make

an assessment of the first experiment in the remote sensing of tne earth by

satellites, which is scheduled to take place in the spring of 1972. ‘fith this
in wind, it seems to us that it ousht to be possible to nold the Tirst session
of the Group in the second half of 1972. ¥We think it important that the Group
should make an intensive study of the promising space application which 1t has
heen establisned to consider and should be in a position to present a progress
report to the Scientific and Technical Sub--Committee in 1973 and a final,
comprehensive report in 197h.

Perhaps I may refer at this point to the Working Group on Direct Broadcasting
Satellites. That Group concluded last year that it had completed the work which
mioht usefully be effected at thav stage and invited the Committee to keep under

review the question of reconvening it at such tiue as further material of substang

-103-
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might have become available on which further studies might be based. My deiec%tion
ST J. - 1 E > e ) OC i
does not think that that time has yet arrived. Several specialized agencies i
. S ’
nave a conslderable programae of work in hand; the ITU will be followin up
10

o Torld Admini o o [P O . .
the World Administrative Radio Conference with replonal planning conferences; Bl
K < 3

and 1t would also be valuable if the Committee could have an assessment of the

HASA--Indian experinent. now : 7 far 1 S
P g scheduled for 1974, before it decides whether to ask

the Working Group to resu i :
P me 1ts work.,

EL e R
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(iir. Freeland. Uniﬁgﬁ_ﬁigﬁigg)

S

> referred t his Committee by the Scientific and Technica]
Two problems were referred to this Committee by t &

Sub-Committee. The first of thesc was the question of obscerver status for the

m
L‘

International Astronautical Federation. My delegation welcomes the
. . il I
application Tor observer status and trusts that it will meet with the general

approval of the Committee.

cneral'l epor his assessmen
The second problem concerns the Secretary-General's report on h g 1

of the necds of developing countrics and the ability of the Unitced Mations to
meet these needs in the field of space applications. DMy delegation wishes
express its appreciation for the energy with which the Expert on Space

Applications has carried out his nandate and the hard work that he and the

members of the Outer Space Affairs Division have put in. We aprece that the

Expert's work should be continued in 1972 and we endorse the proframme of panel
s e e od.
meetings for 1972 that he and the Outer Space Affairs Division have proposed
neetings Tor 1Y ;
. - 1 > pal - . RN r_'A,‘J_jd
] 3¢ Cor meet 5 the nts of contact nominate
We also endorse the proposal for meectings of the "point

~

by Member States of the United lations. My delegation thinks it important
that the Ixp:ot on Space Applications should be given sdequate opporturity to
demonstrate the value of the work that he is doing. We hope that at the
present session the Committee, while having due regard to other relevant
considerations advanced during the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee's
session, will find a way of providing him with this opportunity.

Finally, perhaps I may refer to the offer which the United Kingdom
delegation made at the session oI the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.
We announced our willingness to malie available to sultable candidates from
the developing countries a number of scholarships, of the order oi ten, for the
course on the Principles and Practice of Satellite Farth Stetion Cperations
run by the United Kingdom Post Oflice and its engineering trainins scheol at
Teaficld. These courses wers inaugurated in 1963, and persons from scme thirtee
developin: ccuntries have already attended them. The courses provide an
excellent introduction to the special types of equipment employed in satellite
conmunications, and part of the course is held at Goonhilly Farth Station. Ve
have invited the Expert on Spacc Applications to disseminate information
about these scholarships mnd £o invite interested governments fo approach the

;

r
C Zpert v c welcome cndorse particalar
United Kingdom Government. The Lupert would be welcome to endorse

i ! T lidate! wn zovernment wculd be expected
candidates if he so wished. The candidate's own government wculd Xp

o o S n e Tnited Kinedom in the usual WAy, hot
to meet the passage costs to and Irom the United (ngdom it J

ederation'y
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(Mr. freeland, United Kingdom)

but alsc subslstence costs in the United Kingdom.
offer, like the offer made by the delegation of France and those made earlier

py the dclegations of Brazil, Italy and the United States, will be thought a

useful contribution to the work of this Committee in relation to one of its

major tasls, that of promoting the

Mr. FRAZAG (Brazil): It is with a feeling of both relief and

satisfaction that we have received the report of the tenth session of the

on liubility for damages causced by objects launched into outer space is
commended for our approval. After three years of strenuous and tireless
etforts we can Tinally pave the way for proceeding with our main task, which
is the establishment of legal rules governing the exploration and peaceful
utilization of outer space and the celestisl bodies.

The Drazilian delegation had the opportunity to participate in all stages

of the negotisztions that led to this delayed but fortunate result . The twin
issues that blocked our endeavours Tor such a long time have finally found a

conclusion which I hope will be endorsed by this Committee and by the General
Assembly.

The clouse of the applicable law as adopted by the Legal Sub-Committee
and oricinally proposed by the Delgian delegation did not meet the full
concern of my delegation, as we considered that the principle of the lex loci
Qﬂggﬁ;ggggggﬁi would respond more adequately to the requirements of a
convention on liability for damages caused by objects launched into outer
Space; but, since it appcared to be o formula of compromise with poesibilities
of general support, my Government decided bo give it its dronsorship
and we were happy to see the favourable reaction it received in the
deliberutions of the Legal Sub-Committee.

The sec

[®)]

nd igsue, the.settlement of claims, after being for some time

Subject to so many consultations and negotiations, was finally solved on the
basis

0L the Erazilian proposal =U

sitted to this Committee, as contained

A/AC.105/PV.101

the United Kingdom Government are prepared to nect not unly the cost of trainin

My delegation hopes that this

application of space technology to development.
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(r. Frazdc, Brazil'

in the addendum tc *1e report of the Committee on the Feaceful Us~ oi Cuter

Space, document A/7021/8dd .1, of 5 December 1909. That ruiposal reads:
"The award o the commission ghall be final urd binding if the Parties
have so decided, otherwise the commission will render a final and

. ' — : ; [T ST U
recommendatory award." (A/7521/Add.1, para. 3 i) (i))

Trat proposal, as amended at thce last session of the Legal Sub-Committee, ‘ 1
served as grounds ior compromise, on which the different currents of thought
have been able to agree.

To conclusion, we think that the draft convention submitted to us should
be endorsed by this Committee and commended for the approval of the General
Assembly. Once this step has been taken, the Bragilian Government, as well as
probably any other governments, will be in a positlon to re-examine its
position on the agreement on the rescus of astronauts, the return of

astronauts and the return o1 cijoous lauvnched into outer space, since we have

V)

-

nov. completed the final stage of these two juridical instrumcnts which are,

in our view, coumplemeéntary.

~but have nevertheless been unable to agree on what

~107- A/AC.105/PV.101

(Mr. Frazio, Brazil)

May I add a word of praise for the outstanding services rendered during all
stages of these negotiations by our former Chairman, Ambassador Heymerle,
apd by Mr, Wyzner, Chairman of the Legal Sub--Committee. Their most valuable

wptribution to the completion of the convention deserves our warm gratitude.
con Y

The presentation made by Iir. Wyzner of the draft convention was precise and

am@rehensivej leaving practically no room for further comments on the part of
ny delemation.

Once the work on the draft convention on liability is
concluded, our Committee will be in a position to revive other major questions
that have been kept, so to say, in storage because of the controversies raised
by the central issues related to the convention.

I would mention specifically three points to which the Brazilian Covernment
sttaches great relevance in the field of outer space:

Mirst, tue question of the definition of outer space itself. As a matter
of fact, L find it quite paradoxical that we should he currently engaged in
formulating the juridical norms to regulate matters concerning outer space,
“outer space’ means
precisely. Ve believe that the best way to overcome this difficulty is to
continue to discuss it. WNot that we should arbitrarily set limits just for
the sake of improvising a solution. Indeed, we find it hard to believe that,
el the present stage of research on outer space, there is not enough data
avallable to enable us to arrive at a valid conclusion based on reliable
sclentific information.

The second point I would like to mention is the question of the
registration of objects launched into space for the exploration or use of
outer spoce. Ve believe that it is about time the Committee takes up this
matter in a wore consistent way. Its scientific and political implications
are obvious and demand the working out of a trustworthy international system
n order to prevent either lack of technical co-ordination or, even more

ir . .
Hiportant , the eventual misuse of the common resources of outer space against

‘e interests of the international community as a whole. We therefore

i . -
Aeartily velcome the intention announced yesterday by the representative of

- “8hada or submitting a draft convention on registration for consideration at

‘U nieeting of the Legal Sub--Committee.
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The third quest-on I would like to mention 1s that ol the rfaricus
imclications of space communication. The Brazilion Totermment is naturally
L £
very much concerned over tihe possibility that. cause of omisgion Or

s  absolute discretion regarding

nassivity on the part of the United Hetions

P act Tew
direct i ternational broadcast satellites mizht prevail. Over the last Tew
2 B N I e P 1.
Govermrent has favoured and continues to do 0 he

vears the Brazilian
years,
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ecetablisiment  thnroug:n of strict S

me gort of intermational agency.

P
PSS .

. . - - T . ~ls shoui
~rer such international broadecasts. In our opinion, such contrels should

srevent the use of direct international broadcast sotellites without the

reerent of third Stotes  thus avolding The

Y 1 Tt L o
opaganda of a commercial or political nsture. Let us act now anc soO
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e expect that ia the nresent session our Commitiee will Le able to
updertalle the examination of these 1ssues, a3 reconm ended Ty the Legsal
U ¥ amina
renort at the initiati of +the 4]

. .- o 3
The Brazilian delegwtion will also favour <
5
he ostablishment of nriorities for the discussion of these guections, and of
N Cohuvdio SRS v oL 2
sree » P el ‘)' Y >
ne cithers alco nticned in the same recommendabion, s a pood starting-noint
‘o i -r b "o < =) 2 3
ror our future deliverations.
: N S T e 7 5 1
1 woulo li'e at this point to turn ay attention to scme of tac cousstlons 3
. v SESAWE e S (S 7mw) R i L. i
Yot cnl Sub~Comnitts j
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working ~roup on earth resources ] a &
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e L

concrete means for multilateral transfer and spreading of space technoloyy,

especially tO developins countries. ¥e cons

jorse it but also seek ways of expanding it. And that can be done only when we
:;3 n =4 2

.cree on specific measures to provide adequate financing. We hope that the month
2 e - 2

and a nalf that has elapsed since the mce of the Scientific and Technical

sub-Conmittee has enabled those delegations that were against the expansion of

the activities of the expert to reconsider the watter, and that =t the present
session the Committee will be able to srrive at adequate financial solutions.

Finully, as concrete evidence of the interest with which the Brazilian

government views the activities of the Comittee on Outer Space, I would like to

refer to the next United lations Panel reetin, on the Establishment and
Implementation of Research Procrammes 1n Renmote Sensing, which will take place
in 830 José dos Caumpos, mt the Brazilian Institute for Space Research, from

29 Jdovemver to 10 Decemwer of this year. Details of this panel nave been
circulated in docwaent A/AC.105/97. e strongly hone that. with the full

et

co~operation of the Unived dations and of cll participatin: members, the panel

#11l come to contribute effectively to the wcceleration of the nrocess of
iternationctl co-operation in the field of outer space undoubtedly one of the
rost promnisiu, and pioneeving that we hnave before us.

 VALLARTA (iiexico) (4 EVal

etation from Spanish): Chairman, I

}._-

nterpr

particularly hapny, on behalf of the > delegation of ilexico, to express to you the

O

satisfaction we feel at once aain working under your skilful guidance and that of

Jour assistants.  Detore solny Tully into the substance of our work, let me first
fay trivute to ilr. Abdel-Ghani Secictary of the Ccomittee, and to his team of

colleasucs mnd let me also offer frabernal pre-tingg

Vho . a3 a Latin serves as a source of

also a native of that peo_raphic ares.

4
~ o

ider that the Committee should not only

am

Roberto Ricciardi ,
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In his very careful and well-pondered words, our Chairman pointed out to us
that it was imperative that we increase multilateral co-operation as the best way

. ; . “h
of bringing technology and the benefits of science in outer space to the

i i greed, 1s far
developing countries. lere bilateral co-operation, we have all agr .

from being the ideal of international co-operation which has been called for and

repeated so often in this Committee. Today I think that we have a brilliant

pportunity of takinz a giant step in the field of multilateral co-operation by
O &

.

Although at the present stage of our work my delegation does not have an expert

i i nentioned is of
on edministrative and budgetary questions, the very minor amount men S

jefe) e l, C C &a ; -0 ' a ',Sj.xed us
| 3

to approve a programme that is going to give great benefits to developing countrie
0 @ ) o

These benefits are all the more striking when we compare them with the costs that

are assessed My delegation supports the Programme and would appeal to all member

. . s rittee o
of the Committee to do likewise. My delegation is sure that the Fifth Committee o

i rurite such a small
the Ceneral Assembly will be able to find the means to underwrite suc

ense. My delegation hopes that in this matter absolute compatibility will be
exp . My a

i spac 2 + solutio
found between the promises of co-operation made by the space Powers and the

. hy 1?
of the very minor financial problem raised by the Programme, to which I have

referred.

iatd Tich m 7 .~ precent lere had to undertoke
arduous tE(ﬁl&UﬁﬁSVbldluaﬂnylm.prECnL

After the very o
the Lezal Sub-Committee has finally been able to submit to us a draft treaty
| =5

t £ ject cne int er s ace
international re sponbibil ity for damage caus ed by ObJ 2cts launched 1nto outer sp
1 y

In the Legal Sub-Comnmittee m§ delegation had already referred to the flaws.téat tf
found in that draft. The difficulties encountered were 5O many‘and.the;%ﬁltlcnét
so different regarding the law to be applied and the amount of compensaticn tha the
the final result was an article XII that is so flexible that it lends itself to

s . £y
t diverse interpretations. But before I refer specifically to that flexibilitys
most 4ai | ations.

4

. . - K - - ne of :
jnts T the J doctrine which support o
may I recall some of the elements oI the juridical

ticle n Mexican 18
the possible interpretations that might be attached to that article. In Mexa ;

of "damage”

- we are merely to understand the damag

that if the obligation of compensating for damage carries with it the obligation A

1t is because a factory was paralysed

to obtain or receive

.. 0f the accident.

B

; Fresent debate that
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and in the national law of many other states, among the provisions for

responsibility for the use of machines or engines that might cause damages,

we .
. § 7 K . s I 4‘
tend to use two words, "damage' and "losses' or "damage” and "injury”. These two
11 H .
expressions "damage” and "losses" are not synonymous. To the contrary, as far

as doctrine is concerned they have completely different meanings.

that I can define those concepts here,

Without feeling
I would say that by "damage"
spoilage or destruction suffered whereas "losses”

we understand

the hurt, means what a physical or

moral person has failed to obtain or receive as a consequence of the damage inflicted.

The draft treaty follows a very different technique when it includes in the concept

the losses caused,

but the text does not clarify that if by "losses" ;

e itself or also the consequences of such
demage. In the light of such a doctrinary distinction between "damage"

and if we agree that this difference

and "losses®,

has to be applied to the draft, in the sense

of paying for the losses caused by the damage, we might interpret Article XIT as

_ binding the launching State to redress the damage , reconstructing what has been

destroyed and paying what the victims have failed to obtain or receive, whether

ed or if a physical person is unable to continuc

to work because of the damages caused by an accident he has suffered.

However, the

;ﬂex1b111ty of the draft has led the Mexican delegation to fear that some might
P contend that

the concept of "losses", if we understand by that what one has failed

because of the accident, is not included in the definition

of "damage" and that consequently Article XITI nay

given in article I,
ve considered as only bi

paragraph 1,

: - !
nding a State to return to that condition that would have i

existed had the damage not occurred, without that State being obliged to pay what the

dhysical person has falled to obtain or earn pecause of the direct consequences

My delegation wanted to stress the flexibility of the draft, not

8 2 pessimistic approach to it but for a reason that I shall imm

ediately make clear:
he

Ile&lblll*y of what the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, Mr.

tr',
¢ Very marrow and

Yyzner, called
heart of the draft,

will take

\ s . . 1
specifically stresses the importance of ttre

place in the General Assembly since the statements §
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made both here and there primarily by tue space Powers 1ill be a basic yardstick

and will have a very important effect on the approvsl of the draft and a bearing

on the povernmental organs which in the future will have to decide whether they

intend their Govermments to subscribe and ratify the Convention or adhere to it,

iy delegation considers such interpretation and statements from the space Povers

to be indispensable inasmuch as the non-space Powers will know exactly where

,
they stand and such statements will also, without any doubt, have a zreat
influence on the position of many States which, like my own country, have
decided to consider the draft treaty on responsibility as a sinzle whole,

drafted in the

I would

including the conventions that already exist or that may be

it

future within the framework of the law of outer space. In this respect

recall that ny delegation stated in the Sub-Comnittee:
Tlexico will weieh the possibility of continuing to be a party to the
agreement on the rescuing and return of astronauts and the restoration of

al

ohjects launched into outer space in the light of the effectiveness of

the treaty on responsibility and compensation.’

The representative of Ttaly, iir. ilisliuclo, was guite right when he stated
that we are confronted by vrovisions whose effectiveness depends on the good

faith of the launching States. That is why 1y delegation appeals to the spaoce

Powers so that here in this Comittee or in the General Assembly they can

assure us that the concept of "full compensation” contained in paragraph b
of the nreamble of the draft will be complied with scrunulously as well as the
concept of "absolute responsibility” contained in article II.

As my delesaztion stated in the Legal Sub-Committee, we find no justification
to supnort the position of those delesations whici. are unwilling to accent
the bindins nature of the decisions of the Claims Commission.

1y delepation understands the doubts of those who refuse to accept the
binding Jjurisdictions of the Internationsl Court of Justice since the law
that the Court would apovly would, except in very few cases, only guarantee the

rights of a one~time dominating minority.
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put when we talk of o claiws commission which would apnly present-day law

and 1n whose creabion the international community is taking an active part
ENh i 2

refusal to accent the binding nature of its decisions is, we feel, unjustified.

T p - N 1o oy S ’ Py 4 e . : s -
Vhien speaking of the priorities on which the Cormittec will have to

- £~ " sl » » - .
decide Toxr the future work of the Lesal Sub-Conmittee, my delesation would

LT aee ] =T Ty e e o I - PEx . -1 ap . o .
like to recaoll that ve have already sranted, in the Sub-Committee, maximum

priority to the question of the repistration of objects launched into outer
SEpIEAVIEIN

The nreparati oA interralrd : e b YEVTY £ R 1 IR N
e mreparation of an internabional treaty concerninge the moon is an initiative

§
41 for which my delesation is svatefnl to the Soviet Union---as we have, in the wast,
also  wumressed our vatitule to the Arcentine Republic for its proposals on
the oame vubjcct.  The cxnlanabory memoranum which is contoined in dociment
B0AL and 1ts snnex are slready beins miven careful study by the competent
exicon uuthoribies, Vory crovisions?ly ) bowever, T oshould Tike to express
nyTNITTLOE R fne abhaonoe Uroonn Lhe Hoviet draft o of provisions for oultilotersl or
mternebioial oo cration Uy mal rallohle o nonsoamace Powers the
pene Lo whie Lh AN SR toration and futnure
exuloivabion of The moon
the internaficonal cormunity os 4 whole, and the non-space Powers in particular,
mist coneider the lesal statuz of the moon and obther celestial bodies and outer
space in ponerval with ureont priority,
4 Tieo Cindrmen of the Tesal Sab Committee, in his very wise statement
o introducing Lkt Dab Jommiitee ) eoncluded by sayine that outer

svace 12 nob Tk ™ t L
51 1z nob th reference to this

i Bhis oprortunity Lo suppoest

L espoenially to

O Flie iyt e s o R T .
O Ehi lnterunatioanl corrmmiby, and Lhe non--space Powers, that

. ] . .. ) .
to s orportinlty provided to us in

o PR O Y iy oy - A 1 & g

sovieh draft international treaty on the moon to study also
The . , . .
the o Latus of the moon and other celestinl bodies, as well as outer
Shac : . . S . . .
SUate in censral. U Lhe seon-boed ond Bhe ocesn Tloor beyond the limits of

iove heen recesndzed as the common heritage of mankind,

W2 Cop el le e N 15 Cornat 8ll Aaveae e 4 B
) Loy VBl cnat all arcos outside the 1imits of
(SN
AT L T P N P ” N “F e o - b s
‘ Jurisalenion oy th vy ok 2dso constitute the common heritase of
nants g
4 Jo therelors, o an conitable and binding Jdistrihetion
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Mr. KOSTOV (Bulgaria) (interpretation from TFrench): WMr. Chairman, I
wish first to join the other delegstions and express the satisfaction of my
delesation at the resumption of the work of the Committee on the Fecaceful Uses
of Outer Space under your skilful and competent guidance and to express the
hope that during this session it will be possible to achieve reccmmendations
which will give a new impctus to international co-operation in the field of
space activities for the good and in the interest of all mankind.

The period that has elapsed since the thirteenth session has been rich in
spectacular achievements of science and technology in the exnloration and
the exploitation of outer space. It will suffice to mention the most
recent events in this field--such as the operation of the automatic moon
station, Lunokhod 1, the launching in orbit of the first inhabited
scientific station, Salyut, the docking of the Soviet space-ship Soyuz
with that station by the Soviet Union, as well as the successful
completion by the United States astronauts Scott, Worden and Irwin
of the mission of Apollo 15--to realize the tremendous projress achieved by
human ingenuity in this period.

The progress achieved since the flisht of Yurl Gagarin in space can be
summed up as follows. llan was placed in orbit around the earth:; he walked
in space: he landed on the moon; and he came back to our planet with information
and objects from other parts of the universe. These achievements have been
abtained throush tremendous efforts and resources and, scmetimes, there have
even been human victims.

On 30 June last, we witnessed the heroic death of three Soviet
cosmonauts - Dobrovolsky, Volkov and Patsayev - oafter having
accemplished their duty to the bitter end. We should like *to Jjoin with other
delegations and express to the Soviet delecation our sincere condolences.

It

=

s an established tradition in our Committee to undertake at the

beginnineg of each session an exchanpe of information concerning the latest

o

achievements of the various countries and, above =11, of the most advanced

o
. countries in space research and exploration. This exchange of information

fos

ds especially useful for our work because it stresses the latest developments

of science and technology in this field and voints to the framework for practical:

o

measures aimed at establishing international co-operabion.
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Although the major part of efforts for tche discovery of the secrets of
the universe can be credited to only two States .-~ the USSR and the United
gtates ~- an ever-increasing number of States take part in such activities
on the basis of bilateral and multilateral co-operation. For example, it is
sithin the wide framework of scientific and technical co-operation among
socialist countries members of the COMECON that the People's Republic of
puliaria has undertaken various explorations of space within the framework of
the IHTERCOSHOS programme. Details relating to those activities can be found
in the Bulpgarian Government's report which has been submitted as a reply to
a letter from the Secretary -General and published in document
AJAC.105/1.60. That is the reason why I shall not dwell on
those activities and will limit myself to a few brief remarks.

In the People's Republic of Bulgaria, research in the field of outer
space and co-operation with other countries in this field are carried out
wder the immediate direction and pguidance of the National Committee for
Research and Jtilization of Outer Space. That Committee maintains contact with
the Outer Space Affairs Division of the United Nations Secretariat and other
international organizations. Space research is carried out by scientific
groups set un essentially in various institutes of the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences.

Since October 1970 a remote measurement station has been operating
near Sofia. Within the framework of exveriments carried out through
TITERCOSIOS 3 and 4 satellites,ionosvheric eond astronomical observations
are being carried out. Some of the data obtained throupgh satellite
INTERCOSIOS 2 have been studied in Bulgaria and two books have been written
by Bulgariah Soviet scientists in this {ield.

The rerular Conferaznce of heads of co-ordinating bodies of countries
particivnating in the INTERCOSMOS Programme, which took place at the end of
Hay of this vear ot Varna, noted that the most fruitful results of the
Practical use of outer space were achieved in the fields of meteorclogy and
Space commmications. Sabisfactory results were obtained also in other
fields in the explorabion of outer space, and the Conference stressed the

f the solution of problems of the earth, such as the study of

1 resources thronesh satellites, the study of the sftate of crops and so on.
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session, in July of this the Telentific and Technical

ied out considerable worlk, which has veen presented in

,—-.

Sub-Committee car

its The Sub-Committee dealt nore especially

of promotinz the application cf space fechnicmes for non-snace ends.
torkines Group for the Study of Farth Nesources Throagl Sotelliites was set

17 of the renort.

up and its terms of referonce are contained in vare

which seem

T should Like in this connexion to stress two roin
immortant: the open nature of the Grouwn, ghich makes it possible for oll
tha members of the Commitboe to tale part, and the fact that it is under the

ie and Technical Sub-Commitbee, to which the Croup must present o

arv and a final report Special abhention wns naid to the assessment

[}

of the requirements developine counbries in the field of the aspolication

of snace bechnioues wnd the capseity of the United "rhions Lo

The Bulrarian delegation attaches great immortones to the nchivities of

the United Jebicns, above oll the ectivitiss of bhe speocilulizsd  azencies of
the United Tations in this field. It is convipeed that the possibilities for

ra

the develormment and perfection of or techniouss onan uo nossibilibies Tor

the solution of various preblems in hue economic, voclal and culbural life

of developing countries -« and this Lo an ever-increasine desree,  Yhe United

Hations sneecinlizaed srencles can vlay an wapor tord vole 10

i

DrEVLOUS

Learian dele b

poszibilities. why

) L T SR Ay AT
activities of spnee Division aad of the cirthe
; y ooy bl P S N B N I PR e 1/ AT R N e L
Aoplication of Spoce Technigues within DAL e coega0r heeioydn,

as well as mensures envisgsged for thie fuiure. o Lhe

the proposal to keen dn Leirn the ber

Lb the same time, 1t seems relovant ohzerve thob activities in Sois

vz dinto sccount ceunins . ond shenld avoid @

tield muzt he measured

L. o - e .
situntion where the promasanda of space Lechpicn oo wonld become on end n

. Lol . o e Dar e et trrs eviy il o
itsel?  since treir apnlicablon in some cwses are e exronsive apd less
: 21F, gince thels bnlinagk v

countrios Shes 1o oo Umlonentation of so-called
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ing a problen State chooses the most

doulomagitw meang on the basis 1sting achilevements of

aodert sclcnce and hnolosy taliing into account its economic nossibilibies.
7t is understendable that at this stace of thelr development most countries

ssess suffilcient cconomic vesources to anply the most modern

C

do not ©

technioues, and this iz certaicly aot due to any lack of interest on their

of lack of interest, which can be found in some Secretariat
documents , ceems inadegquate bo us and does noth stress the true ceauses of the
problem. But this fact in no wiy detracts from the importance of activities
undertaken to foster the use of avoce hbechniques on condition that they be
wsed in tinelr own counrnext: that Lo fo say, thalt they aseist countries in

finding the ovtimum solution ior thelr internal economic, social and cultural

remark which my deleration would like to make concorns the

t

vroblen of orranizing sevivibies in prowoting space Lechniques

within the Unitec ions.  dy dele the concern of the Jdelegations

of Itoly

reding the need better o co-ordinate this acbiVity
instliations , Todies und comittees of the ited Naticns dealing

pechuniques. Ve also think it indispensavle to

avold uny wivaliy cmond bha flelds of competence, Ve cannot tolerate

a trena hy whheh This aohivity vould wove outside of the

Outer nace wifal: ~itobhe Sceretaciab.  In the view of my

)

felepation,

. .
vhe Copnsitboee o

s of CGuter Space is the main centre for

Co-ordinating all the achbivibics of

field within the family of the
Tion - . . | ) : ~ PR L e . . . - . " s -
Jnited pations.  The Unter Dpace Affairs Division is its cquivalent, that is

to sny,

centre of co-crdioostioa within the United Mations Secretariat.

™ the

we should avold any

policantsy

2y Gunlication which would lead to a waste of efforts and

lal regources vithout webs ihlae results. On the other

» the develovnent ~nd exvorsicn of internstional space co-operation,

anr doubl sy move larzge-scale activities within the

!
i
el
il
by
k: i 3@
h
o 8! 3
i j
B e |
it 7
g o
by
3
i i
ﬁ
i
Pl
o A
1 gl
4 #‘ i 1
BT 5
! 3
¥ P ;
54 i
a4
- i
i
R &
3|
{5; i
I .
RO
¢ ot i
‘“ gl
L8
g |
i

”ﬁ ' pE
2
iy “ g
I
£ it
i ¥4
|
Bl
i
18




A/AC.105/PV. 101 ~118-

(1. Kostov, Bulraria)

The exploration and exploitation of outer space has given birth to many
legal problems. I should like to say that grantinsg the status of observer
to the representative of the Federation of Astronautical Unions is something
viewed with favour, and this is a position that we adopted in the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee where this question was first raised. I repeat,
the exploration and exploitation of outer space has given rise to many
legal phenomena. The adequate solution of these problems would facilitate
the difficult task of the explorers and serve the interests of science and of
mankind. 'e are witnessing considerable progress in the legal regulation of
relations among States with respect to space activities. By the very nature
of things, one cannot expect customary lawv to he borne in this field which
would regulate all the aspects of these difficulties and new relationships.

International law is entering outer space essentially under the puise
of conventional law accepted by States. After the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Cuter Space
and the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, space law is about to be
enriched with a new chapter. The Committee is seized of the report of its
Legal Sub-Committee concering a final draft of a convention on international
liability for damage caused by space objects.

The brilliant introduction of this draft by the Chairman of the Legal
Sub--Committee, our friend ilr. Wyzner, sreatly facilitates our task. I should
like to take advantage of this opportunity and tell him how much my delegation
values his personal contribution to the claboration of the convention thréugh
patient and highly competent efforts to conciliate opposing positions and
give nev impetus every time that it was necessary. liy delegation is extremely
srateful to ilr. Wyzner and is convinced that he will continue to lead the
work of the Zub-Committee in the same direction and freely to co-operate with
it,

It is absolutely indispensable to mention the tireless devotion and the
uncessing efforts of Ambassador Heymerle, the former Chairman of the Comnittee,

as well as your own, .Ir. Chalvman, witnout which success could not have been

achieved.,

. ~119-- A/AC.105/PV.101

(lir. Kostov, Bulsaria)

As a result of consultations and patient and continuous negotiations,
this draft convention containsg principles, which have been carefully worked
out, on the liability of States, and is a solid legal instrument for the
protection of the interests ¢l space and non-space States., At the same time,
the draft convention is a new confirmation of the fact that, given good-will
through negotiation, one can find the solution to the most complicated
international problems, such as the one of liability of States in general
and liability for damages caused by space activities in particular.

During our debate, some delemations expressed reservations and doubts
sbout the draft convention. !y delegation could also find provisions which

do not fully satisfy it. We should have nreferred to sece reflected in it

21l the provisions of the Hungarian draft which we supported in the Sub--Committee,

However , we are perfectly aware of the fact that the final draft is, as are
all international law instruments, the result of a comnromise between
different positions and viewpoints, but it does answer the needs and the main
concerns of every country and serves the interests of the international
comnunity.

That is the criterion for Jjudeging this draft which was used by my
delegation, and we adhere, without any reservation, to the draft convention
that we are now considering. A close scrubiny of this draft convention
would lead us to note above all its vietim-oriented nature. And we could
mention article LI of the draft which stresses the principle of absolute
responsibility | absolute liability, which would protect the victim of
possible damages. This is also the meaning of the concept of joint and
several responsibility reflected in articles IV and V, which makes it possible
for a country victim to send its claim for redress to any party responsible.

The draft convention on liability for damages caused by the launching

of objects into outer space is fully in conformity with the principles and
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It convention is closely linked with positive international

- T,

i i L integre nar C i Al aRENy! Tl it @ o
venerally recognized norms of internstionsl law. Ve should meation in integral part of it. At the neme time, it represents an

. . b s marmaran D AT article Ve ; entlal ober owards the progressive codification of the development of
this connexicn the fundamental importance of peragcranh 2 of article vl ; g - =

Hia eroneration whatever shall be cravted in cases where the danaze

the convention which we should lile to stress

. TS bed e Temnehing State which are
has resulted from activities conducted by o launcning Btate which are

foit

not in conforaity with internationol law includings, in rarticular, the t of the amount of compensation. Under
not in confority Wit L al lav including, i ,

‘ Jati the Treaby Principles Governis letermined in accordance with international law,
Chartor of the United Tations and the Treaty on Principles Governing 1

~

the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of vuter bpace,

end the principles of Justice and equity, in order to provide such reparation

in respect of the damage as will restore the person, natural or juridical, State

includins the [loon ant Gth

or ianternational orcanization on whose bLehalf the claim is wresented to the

condition vhich would have cxisted If the

weoe had not occurred’.

into wccount the difficulties which the Legal Sub.-Comnittee had e

.

guestion due to the differences of national law in various

0 OVCTCOne

countri

e question of compensoticn for damoges, this formula is certainly

stul and 2 most hanpy corpromize, It see to me important to draw

the refercnce Yo bhe condition which would

not occurred”. In the view of my delepation, thic uhnuld certainly

alloy some apprchension which Lod been expressed in this con Lon.

In the some snivit of mutual comrromisce, the Lepal Sub-Committee found

solutions to questions relating to the liability of international institutions,

procedure for the settlement of disputes and so forth., It 1s most comforting to

note Lo

tion of the ivcortant ;vinciples of universality in the draft

t rossible for wll States to adhere to this

[N

convention hilch would male

internctional inshtrument.

o conedule, ny dele ation wou stress its sotisfoction at seeing

linbility and to express the hope

21sc hope that measures to

10 soon i possible.

respect to future vork in the legal field ny delegsation is g

initictive of the Joviet Union to work out a treaty

fespect to e veon, and e hope that it will find an adequate nlace in th
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iir. PRAT GAY (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like

to express our satisfaction at participating in these meetings, which, under
your wise leadership, Mr. Chairman, I am sure will be crowned with success. The
session has started under a symbol which is a glory for mankind.
of successes and failures, of scrrcws and joys, man has been able to note a
repetition of the primative conquest of the earth when the wheel wes first used
in the new field of the surface of the moon where the astronauts are able to
carry out their scientific research and return with their results to those of ué
who inhabit this planet.

But all that takes place is not only a reason for joy. Ve consider that a
significant event did take place during the course of the mission of Apollo 15,
and I refer to the space proof of man's becoming one with all. That was attested
to with the bronze plaque -which the American astronauts left on the face of the
moon as a tribute paid to the Soviet colleagues that had died while undertaking
similer explorations -— martyrs to progress who were following the road that was
first opened by Yuri Gagarin.

Ve must understand that this is a small milestone, but we must always bear
it in mind when we continue our work, not only that work which is directly

related to outer space, but in all our deliberations which take place in the

United Wations.

With respect to the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, my:

delegation would like to repeat its gratification at the recent decision cof that
body to establish and convene a Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Larth by

Satellites.

basis, which was stressed so clearly by Ambassador Waldheinm

The need for closer international co-operation on a multilateral
vhen referring in
ceneral to the activities of the peaceful uses of outer space, becomes
specifically important in this field. The Argentine Republic places greav hopeé
in the future work of this Working Group, in which we should like to participate
We trust that its mandate will culminate in a recommendation for an adequate
miltilateral system that will provide for the processing of data,and the
distribution of information so that the utilization of the techniques of
studying and classifying the earth's resources in closer international
co-operation will redound to the benefit of all mankind. These are the proposal

which are contained in article I of the draft convention on activities carried

After many years

tect O :
€chnclogy in space was nostponed,
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out by satellites in remote sensine of :
e 1w51ng of the earth's resources presented by the

frgentine delegation at the ninth session of the Legal Sub-Committee TT
o ~Cor . he

valuable contribution of ni Matioi in i i i
: ution-of the United Mations in improving international relations

4 . , . . .
can be enhanced even further with effective cuidance in this field Ve believe
this to be an urgent and imperative task.
By the sa k
Y ¢ same token, we are happy to announce that the Argentine Republic

nas decided a ] F
has decided to call for a meeting of experts on the application of remote

censing . . - B ‘o .
sensing for the discovery, assessment, utilization and administration of

moterial resources. The date of the rmeeting , which in principle might be set

for the end of 1972 or the beginning of 1973, as well as other organizational
details, will be discussed with the Seeretariat 30 that we shall be able to

achieve proper co-ordination with the programme of work of this Organization
I should like specifically to stress the work of assistance and aid given
in the practical applications of space technology that has been demonstra;ed by
the Orzanization. iy delegation has expressed its supnort of the report of th;
Secretary-General contained in document A/LC.105/C.1/L.3T ar  #34.2 ;hich was
presented to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. T + .o the same

vith regard to the programme cf the application of space technology
proposed in that same body. We régret the fact that that latter prograéﬁe, the
importance of which is sipnificant for the developing countries, was not entirely
endorsed by the Sub-Committee.

Ve feel it useful to recall that from the very beginning the training

sch ships to be p i ati
olarships to be provided to nationals of the developing countries were dropped

Yet those seholarsihis ]
~nose scholarships are so lmportant that I need not stress the point
Marthermor the discussi | .
nermore, the discussion of the second phase of the programme that was
* - | Ll " ]

intended ot T S el o ST . .
d to estublish a modest institutional arrangement to allow for the
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ssemination of information ond assistance on the applications of
I also feel that it is redundant to stress here

1wt apreement, but its discussion has now been momentarily

POstroned.
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and e are vendy to

ot in the Sub--Cor

b of the corprovise arrvived at seen addressed to Professor uicciardi. At the same time, and echoing what ;g'“
0 Tne comniomlioe bl B 1l I

-~ dele BT P, o N

spoort it in this Committee without nressine those points which [ have other delegations have sald, we believe that it is the responsibility of
SUPnBOoTe L noon L OME RS jo2 1Y

J Committee to lay down those neasures that will ensure that it will

ig aore advantagseous to obfaln o Nroy this

We heliceve that 1t

o

funds rother than to reonen the cuestion, with all

pe possible for his valuable contribution to continue. Therefore, we S
: 1

i

1

entoil, An act of that noture mirsht jeopardize the valuchle pelieve that 1t must be recognized that this aspect of the matter is of the

vttee misht provide in this field, and e would prefer creptest importance to the developing nations in the United iations.

st stonce vhich thie Com i
» mvord any undue deley The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee has recommended the continuation
Lt any i el o
v 1 onee oroin receell the wise decision of noninating on expert on of the co-sponsorship by the United Wations of the Thumba base in India and CELPA
tion to deal vith the tosks of assistonce in the field of the application in Argentina. Ve are extremely crateful for this expression of confidence, and Ve
L VRO =L 1T Lhe IRARCELNS] Loassl SN ‘ :

trust thab thelr respective work will stand as clear examples flowing from

re technolocv, We hove seen in the last few wonths hov fruitful that
cioicn 5 heen international co-operation when culded by our Organizotion and the benef
e CI Lo s DeCile 3 :

can be derived fron it.

gith regard to the report of the Lernl Sub-Comnitice (A/AC.lOS/QH), the

deleration ‘of Argentina once again wishes Lo reiterate the hipgh value it attacnes

to the osveement avrived at on the question of responsibility, copecially in

ahion

the li-ht of *the very difficult and arduous stages of study and uef cott

Liv. Wyuzner for having

that 1t tock. We reiterate our wairn congratulatilons To

presided so wisely over that Sub-Committee and for the splendid presentation

of the asrecument which he gave ot the opening meeting of this session.

There can be no doubt that the arrcement arrived ot does not fulfil all

2

our aspirabtions. Yeb we do not believe that this weuld be tice appropriete

position on o number of the points of the draft

ate our

wouent to relter

2 reserve oir right to do zo later, if the texts arrived ol in Geneva wre o he :

reconsidered .

nally, we sheuld like to ewpress our hope that the Committee vill approve

2, - . . “ 5 K oy . - .
the prosrarme proposed for the next session ot the Legal Sub-Cormittee, 1o

accordance with the proposal conteined in paragraph 29 of that Sub-Comttee’s

[y

(A/10.105/94), containing the text of the recommendation co~sTonsored i

Y France and Argentina.

TF think 1t dig avpronviate to receoll that in that orvosramne two ideos

i e : ‘ _ e e . L o
Subtiitted by oy counsyy are still pending for consideration. I refer specifically

¢

swineiples coverning activiiies in the vbisizafion

YO tihve dye it convention on

A an L N T A P
21 vesonrces of bhe meon ond other celestial bodies (A/AC.305/C,2/L78)
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(ir. Prat Gay, Argentina)

and the draft international convention on the activities carried out by
satellites for remote sensing of earth resources (A/AC.105/C.2/L.T3).
l Once again we reiterate our fervent hope that the Committee and its ancillary
bodies will remain effective instruments in international co-operation by fully
’caffying out their mandates and responsibilities.

vr, VRANKE@_(Belgium) (interpretation from French): This session of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space comes at a particularly
ausplicious moment.

First, the world has been able to witness new achievements in space with
Soyuz 11, Salyut and Apollo 15. As always, the achievements of human sclence
have exacted sacrifices and, on behalf of Belgium, T should like to present our
condolences to the Soviet delegation on the loss of cosmonauts Dobrovolsky,
Volkov and Patsayev. However, my country is particularly happy at the fact
that for some weeks we have been witnessing in this field the estoblishment of
genuine and effective co-operation among the great space Powers for>future
activities. Such an event can only promote international understanding and
strengthen peace in the world.

Secondly, +this session comes on the heels of those of the Sub-Committees,
especially that of the Legal Sub~Committee, during which a draft convention

on space liability was finally worked out.

Belgium -- a small Power -- has always come out in Favour of internationl
co-operation and is therefore asserting the coummon interest of the whole world
in the expl +.tion of space. It has always acted in this spirit, while

recognizing, - : specific interests of the pgreat Powers directly concerned in
this field.

T should like first to say a few words on the report of the
Ly delegation 1s happy

of the Barth by Satellite

Seientific ~nd Technical Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/95).

at the sett ng up of a Working Group on Remote Sensing
in view of tl:: importance that this new application of space technology can

have, especi.lly for developing countries. llowever, wy delegation

believes that this new boly will be useful only if its work is well

orranitzed ¢ 1t starbs its work only when it has in hand all the elements

of e probt .em to be considered. :ly delegation will not fall to make the

N

necessary observations when the time comes.

e T o

SR ¢

_127.. A/AC.105/PV.101 i
, b
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As to the other points -—— f i L
P or 1instance the assessment of the requirements to i

developing countries, influence on the environment, satellite broadcasting for

education and training -- their enumeration alone proves that we must be careful

to avoid fragmentation -and scattering among’ the various bodies and institutions

of the United lations, .a.d@tger whichngquonly lead to duplication and
unjustified financial burdens . o
As that Sub-Com#ltt€&“has noted in the last sub-paragraph of paragraph 2L
of its report (A/AC.105/95),our Committee must ensure co-ordination, while

9

avolding an unnecessary burdening of the existing structures. Belgium will
. giur

therefore come out in favour of granting observer status to the International
Astronautical Federation.




A/AC.105/PV.101

Aub- Committee.

I now come to the report of tioe

like to pay tripute to the v, Uyzner, durias the most arduous and

times interiinabl wras able to guide the work of that Sub~Committee.

honour of being that were the very heart

wvere able

the qualities nlly patience and tenacity.

ry delegation followed the debate

I shall not surprise you

with close attention, cspeciully in the matter of the draft convention on
so -called statement by the Chalrman
report on the work

Sub--Committee, who did not fail to stress in

Sub-Cornittee parapgraphs 23, 2L and 25, and especially <

U

1

of the tenth

U}

the contents of parasraph the debate showed thab draft convention on

liability

still did viability.

Geneva 1n sprins vear they made Therefore we hnve a

rizht to hope y do not nurture any nurderons with reoord to 1t.

Thercfore ceation will coptinue to shew rndorstanding fors

different sxpressed in the debate drutft convention.

The Chailrman of Sub-Comittee reminded us, when presenting the draft

convention on liability, elpiwa was one of the three

introduce complete draft convention in this

it neccasary to
iy country had clcar«cut 1deas on the matters

5 deservin of scrutiny:

Proposals

Deen Teady

fundamental legal orinciples
lrian delegation believes that 1t

has nevzr to recall in this con part of the statoment

to this Committee the thirvteenth session,

wade by the

autumn of interminable ssions 1n Lie

A/AC.105/PV,101

(i'r. Vranken. Belgium)

outset I should ol -Cormitt 4 the elaohoration of .
sub--Coimilttee on the eloboration of a couvention on so-called snace liability
. - o 2

we said the following:

11 1 : o ]
"The Lelgian delesation has never neld out for any specific text

", g4 . .. g i~ ot S e . b l b - -
but 2t wishes to repeal that it considers that three conditions will

personification Y o
have to e net 1T we are to be able 1to speal: of a true and senuine

ey A o 5 .» PR Im ey oy e - T e 2
convention, namely: (1) +that the State responsible must at the very

Vo . N NI PR I
least accept a political and moral cormitment to compensate the viectim

ga = - 1 PP RO : .
(2) a clear-cut procedure is necessary to guarantee the desired equity . and

g

. . e . . ‘ .
(3) the victim must pe able to draw on all eleents in order to restore

the status guo ante.

1

Vi o - . . . .
selgrum, wnich for a long time will continue to be in the caterory
w2 coterory

of" victbim States, will evince extreme flexibility but will not abandon

some ~odfathers R . .
4 - s ninimal conveuntional protection.”

ornined bhat in P, A . )
it the tenth scssion of the Legsal Sub -Committee , held in Geneva in the gprins
A g A

o b A . RN P = ~ . ~ ey - . - T 5
of this year, the Belgian delegation, when presentin~ Cocument A/AC.105/C.2/L.79

4

Hungary and Belgium containing articles on the settlement

on behalf of Brazil,

of disputes and the spplicable law. stated the following:

No human work is perfect, and law is, above all, a human science.

o

In ecreating the rule of law, we must also take man into account, for man

-~

Ttates which

1s by definition a social animal. A& conventicon whether lezal or not

(5ct

must be embedded in the international soecial framework ., in other words

taking into account on the one hand the universally accepted rules and on

the other hand the existing Juridical systems within the international

ar g
s

1t s

with o view to

crmunity.

A

ot : k] N 3
If the Sub-Committee wishes to establish a universal convention

R

e wmust, thercfore, draft a text wvhich would be acceptable to the

larpest rossible majority of delejations present here and later to the i

General Agsembly orf the United wmations, including the Powers that have

o .

snecial resvconslbility in this field. and also would be able Lo afford

ket ant T g andt S afaad o delesatior 1
substantial satisfaction to delegations representing States vhich ecoull
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We must now see whether the text that resulted from the debates in the
Lesal Sub-Cormittee and has been presented to our Committee answers the concern
my delegation has expressed in recent months. The Belgian delegation wishes to
note that the answer can be in the affirmative. Undoubtedly, the draft is
imperfect. liy delegation could stress in particular the problems of
internationel organizations, the settlement of disputes, the definitions of
space objects and of launching and so on. However, a universal treaty is an
agreenent torn of a consensus reached by the najority of the member States of
the international cormunity, and such a consensus, especially in the field of
international law, is always predicated upon a minimal solution.

The Belgian delegation is ready to take part in a debate on the
substance of the matter if that is the wish of the Cormittee, but for the
time being we should like to refer to the fundamental statement we made at
the tenth session of the Legal Sub-Cormittee on 22 June 1971, at the time of
the introduction of document AJAC.105/C.2/L.T However., at this time we deen
it necessary to make the following remarks. The first concerns the applicable
law. All those who are in the least familiar with international law know that
1t is impossible to see a principle of national law simply become a principle
of international law. To strive to impose one's own legal régime on the whole

world is the very negation of every rule of international law, and even the

‘1 that miracle.

Roman Fupire did not succeed in achic
The second remark is this. Article XII of the draft convention not only
refers to international law. justice and equity but also spells out the

objective to be achieved: restitutio in integrum. To strive in addition to

define this objective would be a Sisyphean labour, since nc legal systems
and no States apply the same rule in this field. How can we then strive to

establish a universal rule?

-131- A/AC.105/PV.101

(Mr. Vranlien, Belgium)

Let me now turn to the settlement of disputes. Belgium i1s one of those

o 1 =)

rare States that have always supported the compulsory jurisdiction

£ e Internati 3 i Ye 1

of th onal Court of Justice. Ve must, however, concede that the

international commuinity is not of this opinion and that the present evolution

s actually in the i i i My d i i

is a 3 he opposite direction. My delegation has also arrived at

the conclusion that it is preferable to have a well-established procedure

that puts a responsible Stube in a position where it is impossible for it
morally and politically to ignore a recommendation in the face of the entire
world. It is true that in this case we are dealing with a questicn of

pona._ 'idex, but is it not also true that all international public life is
based on that prerequisite?

It is, as a matter of fact, a mistake to try to apply to States the same
rules we apply to individuals, and jurists know what goes on is this matter
perticularly in the field of So-called nuclear or atomic responsibility.

The Belgian delegation therefore believes that the present text may not
be perfect but that it is without doubt the best that could possibly be
worked out taking into account, on the one hand, the zituation in the
international legal community and, on the other, the state of aifairs in
present-day space science.

As to the priorities to be set up among the items presently on the
agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee and the very interesting proposal of the
Foreign illinister of the Soviet Union, the Belgian delegation intends to

et i . .
revert to this matter when it comes up for consideration.

M. FAVA

D (Iran): There has been great progress in the scientific
and technological aspects of the peaceful uses of outer space since the last
Seéssion of the General Assembly. The vworld has witnessed the successive
éChlevements o1 the Apollo 14 and Apollo 15 missions to the moon, which

lndeed denonstrated what science and technology accompanied by hunan courage

'clnd inm'"n' IRkt P ~ J o}
£etulty can accomplish. These achievements were matched with the

]

SUCCREaTHT mat . o
851Ul establishment, by the Soviet Union, of the

(T

Tirst manned scientific

STat - 3 [ : N TS A
aTion T s P ] 3 o 7 - L] ~ v o _
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wag truly  an event that afflicted mankind as a whole. I should

however, turncd




_ | ~133~ A/AC.105/PV.101 i
A/AC.105/PV.101 , ~132- o B I |
: (Mr. Bavald, Iran) !
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. preambular paragraph of the draft convention before us. The logical | o
1ike to tauke this opportunity to express to the representative oif the Soviet expectation was that it should also be reflected in the relevant v y{‘

. . I . . s 5 . o S ’ —EVaLt i Bt 1
Union my delegation's gincere condolences on that tragic accident. operative paragraph of the draft treaty. To our surprise, however, in df
Turning now to our agenda, I should like to comment briefly on the report article XIT of the treaty this formula has been drastically emasculated |

ia stica. asculated !

of the Legal Sub-Committee. The Legal Sub-Committee, after seven years of by being subordinated only to the rules of international law and the
paigstaking discussion and extensive negotiation has now deemed fit to principles of(justice and equity. Thus, in our view, the importance of the
submit for the approval of the Committee on Outer Space a draft convention said preambular paragraph, thanks to article XII, pales almosf into
on liability for damage caused by objects launched into outer space. From the insignificance. Even taken together, they confine this matter to the

magnetic field of international law and the principles of justice and equity

ebhassiam O

very beginning my delegation has held the view that the liability convention,

in order to be effective, should strike a proper balance of intercsts and

HysmaToy

Then, as mentloned by the representative of Canada, the guestion immediately ‘2 i ER

responsibilities between the major space Powers and the non-spacé Powers. arises of what the relevant rule of international law is There a
; rute « . . . re no

In this respect we share the view that such balance is not sufficiently secured
in the draft treaty, since it seems more oriented toward power than toward
the victim. Our dissatisfaction is with regard to two outstanding issues

on which I should like to make a few brief comments. The first is the measure

international conventions of any sort in this field, so that in practice we
must look, for our guidelines, to the general principles of law. In view of
the uncertainties and contradictions of doctrine and of international

S ) N oy T
jurisprudence relating to the content, scope and role of the general

of compensation; namely, in case of an accident, what principle should be principles of law, it is hard to believe that the interests of the victi
. ‘ : G ictims

applied so that the victims may be sure of receiving prompt and fair of damage Trom space objects would be adequately protected

compensation for the damages inflicted upon them? Sheer common-sense and As for the reference to justice, here too we share the view that it i

_ it is

justice would favour a simple and straightforward rule based on the principle a relative term which varies in different times and pliaces because of th
: : : ause o e

of the lex loci delicti commissi. However, in view of objections raised on differing legal. and cultural values of different societies Fguity is t
Lues . T no

the ground of the discrepancies among different domestic juridical systems,

an independent legal concept per se. It hinges on recognized lecal norms ) i 1 §

and principles. In municipal law and in the common law, it is any body

a compromise formula was proposed under which a condition should be restored

equivalent to that which would exist had the damage not occurred. This of legal doctrines and rules developed to enlarge supplement or override f
. . s a
fair and equitable compromise was objected to by certain countries on the ‘

grounds of differing provisions in their internal legislation. Such assertions,

“i b
S'\ u . N . 3 - . . i i ;
ystem of law that has become too narrow and rigid in its scope. In international swti';
:] . - 0] ~ . - . . i | :
relations, equity is a set of rules or treaties accepted or acknowledged as ) l
f
i

in our view, were in fact incompatible with the nature of the progressive imposing certain obligations in the mutual conduct of affairs between liticall
' ; 8 - LS 1x veen ‘politically

development of international law, which is based on the synthetic growth of

organized peoples. Accordingly, as has been said, aequitas sequitur legem TW
. . . - . ) . ’ |
that is, "equity follows law". In view of the lack of any sort of inteérnational - k

the legal norms and values of the States members of the international
community. This compromise formula thus continued to appear in various convention or coctrine in the field of outer space, it is hard to believe that l
. . . . . - 3 -] - = = at §
documents approved by a large majority of the Members of the General Assembly i equity could be used as an effective measure of compensation Th“Tefore L
 c . ey ,

since that time. The General Assembly, in its resolution 2733 B (3xv ), W& share the view that those three references do not offer adequate protection i

SABHIPL ST,

maintained the spirit of that compromise and expressed the view that one to a .victim of damage; and just as =y delegation maintained in thc Legal Sub- @
1
i

condition of a satisfactory liability convention is that it contain Committee, we continue to maintain thab compensation for damage which a
) g ~adl jeks8 L Ll & I3

provisions that ensure the payment of a full measure of compensation to fespondent State is required to pay should be determined in accordance with !
S s LELT 2Cl , ar with i

. . A . L iptes .
victims. Fortunately enough, a similar formula appears in the fourth % ternational law and the law of the State in whose territory the damage occurred t
f
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f

With regard to the second question, namely, the settlement of disputes, we g : 1
! . v i

continue to believe that a convention could not be satisfactory without provision : ‘
The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): I should.like to explain the

for effective machinery of compulsory settlement. It is only in this way that we ' . .
situation to the Committee and to consult with it on further procedure. As you E'f«

can avoid friction between the parties to a dispute and ensure prompt, precise and .
“ know, the Sub-Committee have put to this parent Committee a number of questions on

certain remedies and compensation. In a situation where it is most likely that

disputes will arise between a non-space Power and one of the major space Powers, thi

T

{
which they could not agree. Of course a number of other gquestions also have to be L ii |
. . ’ | |
decided by the parent Committee. T should like to recall those questions to the ’

position has in our view appeared both just and reasonable. This has also been .
gommittee so that representatives cah prepare their positions for the debate that

the view of the majority of the Members of the General Assembly, and it is explicitl; . ] %
will begin on Tuesday of next week. ] . E f
|

reflected in resolution 2737 (XXV). Therein the General Assembly maintained the o
I shall start with the questions and problems dealt with by the Scientific and . ' i

- view that the convention, in order to be effective, should provide procedures thét s . .
. Technical Sub-Committee. There is the problem of "Assessments of the needs of Jp

would lead to the prompt and equitable settlement of claims. However, the procedure . .
‘ 1 developing countries and the ability of the United Nations to meet those needs | Jﬂ !

contained in paragraph 2 of article XIX, namely, inclusion of cptional grrctccol a

compulsory arbitration, would not provide the certainty of remedial procedures

especially in the field of space applications”. In other words, this is the well- w
known problem of our expert, the lack of agreement in the Sub-Committee aé to the ﬁ

because it leaves the implementation of an award not to strict legal assurances, b . .
expenditures and possible ways of financing them. To facilitate the drafting of the

to the moral attitude of a respondent State and the psychological effects of the . .
: Committee's report to the General Assembly on this question, interested delegations ﬂ

"publicity of the award. The realization of these two factors depend in our view |
are requested to submit concrete proposals when we come to the discussion of this L

to a great extent on the political mood and modes of the times rather than a legal .
- ‘ question next week. ' : . ' r
. a Gilt

obligation incumbent upon the respondent States.

_ ' . Another point put forward b \ i ific e i - itt i
In the light of the shortcomings of the draft treaty on these two outstanding P P ; y the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee is : ‘);

the "Consideratior of scientific and technical aspects of international §

issues, my delegation, along with a number of other States, reserved its position{ o
: : co-operation”, and I mean here the international sounding rocket facilities and

on the substance of the text of the convention. We hope that further discussions; i ‘ _
continued sponsorship of the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station and the li

will take place either in this Committee or in the First Committee, with a view to 45
: ¢ CELPA Mar del Plata Rocket Launching Station in Argentina. We have to decide on . 3 il
B

improving the draft further and restoring the proper balance of interests and . ] ,
' this question in our deliberations next week.

responsibilities, which is essential for the successful development of the legal ) ‘ v
A third point which has to be dealt with in our deliberations next week is ' i

order in space affairs. the :
he "Observer status forAthe International Astronautical Federation”. I have F

My delegation reserves its observations and comments on the reports of the L
already mentioned this in my introductory statement and I think that almost all

' Technical and Scientific Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee for our next del
elegations have dealt with thi esti i 1 ;
intervention. . 1s question in their statements. I hope that we i ?
- , , tan settle this matter next week. f

1

1

Those are the points that ' ‘ : . s o '

The CHAIRMAN: That concludes the general debate. p at were put forward to our Committee by the Scientific %

and Technical Sub-Committee for decision.
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(The Chairman) ‘ %

{The Chairman)

I shall now suggest the following time-table for our meetings next wveek: . 'fﬂé r

We also have before us the suggestions and also the "open” questions from the : On Tuesday, T September, we shall hold two meetings —- one in the morning | F
Legal Sub-Committee. In the first place there is the draft convention on : and the other in the afternoon -- when we shall consider the report of the Legal 1i: i
international liability for damage caused by space objects. In making recommendatigp i sub-Committee and deal with the "open” questions. T woﬁld therefore ask the members |
to the CGeneral Assembly for its endorsement of the draft convention, the Committee - of the Committee to bé prepared for a discussion on the "open' questions: the if |1
might wish to take into account paragraphs 24 and 25 of the report of the Legal ' 1iability convention and the other matters that I have already mentioned, such as ‘ |
Sub-Committee, as well as the reservations expressed by some delegations during | the priority question. ‘ ' ‘ jf;; ‘%
the present resumed session of the Committee. o i On Wednesday, O September, we shall also hold £wQ meetings. At those

Another question which was left open by the Legal Sub-Committee and which has : neetings I suggest that we consider the report of the Scientific and Technical

to be decided by us is the "Priority of agenda items for the eleventh session of Sub-Cormittee. |
the Legal Sub-Committee.” In paragraph,29 of its report, the SubaCommittee k T propose that on Thursday, 9 September, we shall start in the morning with
requests the main Committee to consider the desirability of establishing a priorit an organizational meeting of the Working Group on FRemote Sensing of the Earth H
order for the several items proposed. In the light of the views expressed during - oy Satellites. I do not think that will take up the whole morning; I believe £4T% |
the general debate at this session, intgrested delegations may wish to consult on f|  that it will take only an hour or so. T suggest, therefore, that at about . , ﬁ ; i
the order of priority and to submit a concrete suggestion for incorporation in E?f 11.30 we have an informal meeting of the,CQmmittee on Outer Space, the Committee Q
the final draft of the Comiittee. % { of the Whole, to consider for the first time our draft report to the General o D&g?l:
Finally, action is required on the schedule of meetings for the next session & hssembly. That report will, of course, be prepared by our Rapporteur in time 1f)

of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, as well as those of its to ensure that all delegations will have a copy by then. TIn the afternoon, T

subsidiary organs. In this connexion, the Committee may wish to take into account propose that we hold a formal meeting of the Committee to adopt its report to . b

: . _ f
. e . s : : : it
the recommendation of the Scientific and. Technical Sub-Committee, in paragraph L5 f the General Assembly. , “

of its report, that its next session should be held in New York during the first ? On“Friday, 10 September, we could have o final meeting - if necessary. As i 1

two weeks of May 1972. ‘ J [ stated yesterday, we cannot hold a meeting on Friday afternoon because of the

It may also wish to take into account the suggestion made by the representabiVeml ... i.: . oonccteq with United Nations Staff Day. We must therefore conclude f

of Sweden at this morning's meeting as to authorizing the Chairman of the Vorking our session on Friday morning, and shall have to adopt the Committee's report to

5

SR

Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites to consult with members on the desirability the General Assémbly at that time.

of holding meetings of the Working Group during 1972. That is the time-table which I sugpest. Does it meet with the approval of ‘I"
That is the work that lies before us. Inasmuch as Monday is a holiday we i representatives, or are there any objections or suggestions which delegations may  lJ Eﬁ
shall have our next meeting on Tuesday morning and at that time we shall take up vish to meke? Since I hear none, I take it that the'Committee agrees with this ﬁ:ﬂ f”
the questions left open by the Legal Sub-Committee, which I»mentioned a few time-table and we shall proceed accordingly. : '%%j Eg
. 0| LE

moments ago.

{ . The neeting rose at 5.15 p.m.

%
b,
s




