""1

I
4 |
I8 |
L | 4
fh | UNITED NATIONS
H 1 3
bl A/AC.105/PV.131
i GENERAL 1y 207k
i :
g . i ENGLISH
i L SSEMBLY
! ! I
.‘ |
i
:| : A |
_ I COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE |
i VERBATIM RECORD OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIRST MEETING |
i
] |
A | Held at Headquarters, New York,
b . N on Monday, 1 July 1974, at 3 p.m.
} /
- I8 Il [
i 3 Chairman: Mr. JANKOWITSCH (Austria) ]
"I P |
_I|I \ i1l |
'ﬁ. ]
'r- il
'[ { li | |
! i - Opening of the seventeenth session I II
e ui |
i 4 - Tribute to the memory of General Juan Domingo Peron, President [}
; ' of Argentina I‘ |
o I 1
‘ I !I
§ - Adoption of the agenda |h
b 3 i
1; . | - Statement by the Chairman j
' . 5 i
"w' y - General debate |hw
0 I"I
- J | ‘
: I.. i '|: i
; 1 |
8 3 1
|! T _‘ .|
L
|
| ..I

—_—

I 3 - Thig reco?d is issued in final form pursuant to the decision taken by
4 1 ffe COmm%ttee in September 1970 (see Official Records of the General Assembly,
—Wenty-fifth Session, Supplement No, 20 (A/8020, para. 10))

'. h"83 000 ]
4_.'4




RH/3 A/AC.105/PV.131
2

OPENING OF THE SEVENTEENTH SESSION

The CHAIRMAIl: I declare open the seventeenth session of the Committee:

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF GENERAL JUAN DOMINGO PERON, PRESIDENT OF ARGENTINA

The CHATRMAN: A few moments before this Committee convened, shocking

and gaddening news reached United Nations Headquarters. General Juan
Domingo Perén, President of the Republic of Argentina, died in the late hours

of this morning in Buenos Aires. It is therefore our very first duty to offer
to the distinguished Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United Nations
Ambassador Carlos Ortiz de Rozas, and, through him, to the Argentine people and:
Government , the most sincere and warm condolences of this Committee on this sad
event. i

Paying tribute to, and evaluating the historic role of an outstanding =

statesman Whori his people thrice called to the highest responsibilitics of his |
nation will be the task of future writers of history not only of .
Argentina and Latin America but indeed of the world of the twentieth century.
And, indeed, Juan Domingo Perdn is among those who have made history. In a lo
rich life which reached into the last century and covered seven decades of
our century, he was among those active and restless spirits whose influence on
his contemporaries inside and outside his country was tremendous. He was not :
only marked by history and the historic trends of our century: he made history,
and he made change. His enduring influence was due to his unending association
with one of the most powerful influences of our time: the people. .
To pay tribute to him today is also to pay homage to the Argentine Republl
and its unique and irreplaceable role in world affairs. But we are also paying

tribute to a firm believer in the United Nations and its universality. T am

sure that all members of the Cormittee will want to join in a universal expressi

of mourning by observing a minute of silence in memory of the great Argentinian
and great universalist Juan Domingo Peron.

The representatives. standing, observed a minute’s silence.
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Mr. ORTIZ DE ROZAS (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): In

brief but very moved words I should like to express thanks for the homage which
" the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has paid the President of
" Argentina, Juan Perém.

It will be my very sad privilege to inform the people and Government of
Argentina of this homage, this event which will have very deep repercussions.
feel this must have been the first such public event since the death of our
' chief of State, which occurred merely a few hours ago.

] To a certain extent it is symbolic and appropriate that this should have

' happened, because General Perdn always directed his deepest wishes to, and
stressed, particularly in recent times, making a fact of the feeling of
universalism to promote peace, progress and the well-being of all people making
‘up that world, above and beyond any obstacles and barriers. His faith in the

heatiny of mankind, joined in a single goal, is a guide and inspiration for

future generations of Argentinians.

I
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(Mr. Ortiz de Rozas, Argenting)

In my country, =nd as a starting-point towards this great goal, |
General Peron was the builder of a movement which interpreted the fervent
desires of the people for national union on the basis of social Jjustice,
freedom and respect for the dignity of man. With God's help, the Government
and the people of Argentina will continue to follow the path marked by that
illustrious statesman.

I am sure that the testimony of solidarity here will give invaluable
encouraserent to my counsry in this difficult time, when it has lost an

aubthzntic leader.

ADOPTION QOF THE AGENDA (A/AC.105/L.T7T)

The agenda was adopted.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN: In opening this year's session of the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, L take great pleasure in weleowing not only the past

members of this Committee but 3180 2nd particularly the new menbers: Chile, the G@

Democratic Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, Indonesia, Kenya, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Suden and Venezuela.

When 8t cur last session we initiated the discussion un the enlargenment of the
marbership of the Commitbee, we nobzd that in the light of the need to
extend more widely the benefits of the peaceful uses of outer space the
membership of the Committee should be broadened so as to allow more equitable
geographical distribution as well as appropriate representation for developing
countries. It is therefore with a sense of satisfaction that I note the Gener&l_
Assenbly's decision to expand the membership of this Committee, which for over .
a decade had remained the same. The Committee will no doubt draw 1lmmense
benefits from the participation of its new members, and we look forward to

cr=operating yith them in our mutual work.
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(The Chairman)

Durin-~ *ke year under review vany significant developments have taken
lace, both in the scientific and in the politieal aspects of the peaceful uses of
puter space. Ve are full of admiration for the remarkable scientific feats
that were conducted in outer space, particularly by the two major spade Powers.
It is not my intention to dwell at length on these achievements, which are
yell known to all of us here; however, mentionlmight be made of the continued
Success of the ERTS-I programme and the launching of the ATS-F satellite last
ﬁnth, as they are clearly related to the work programmes with which we are
ﬁncerned here. It is mostly the remarkable success of the ERTS-I programme
that has encouraged the Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Earth,
fhe Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee to

vote more time and energy to the implications of remote sensing of the
h by satellites. The successful operation of the experimental satellite
proadcasting programmes in the United States and later in India with the use
f the ATS F satellite will have far-reaching implications, with which the
ittee will have to deal, particularly in finding ways and means Whereby
all States could benefit from these programmes.

The USSR, in addition to having scored great scientific achievements with

ts Luna and Soyuﬁ series, as well as with its Intercosmos-Copernicus-500
nching, has been engaged with the United States in a series of preparatory
Ork for its' Apollo--Soyuz tests. All these developments have underlined the
'ﬁﬁouraging trend towards more extended snd comprehensive inSernational
*0~Operation in the peaceful uses of outer space.
It is to be hoped that remote sensing satellites and broadcasting satellites
il perticular will help to solve some of the problens of development with waich
United Wations as a whole is preoccupied at present and after this springs
h 52w the renerkable event of the special session of the General
SSembly devoted to the problems of raw materials and development.
For our part, the Committee and the subsidiary bodies have been fully
Picerned with these and other related matters during the last vear. Ve have
ad 5 particularly heavy work schedule, and our subsidiary bodies have had

*€Tings almost continuously through the first half of this vear. The reports of

98¢ bodies which are before us now are testimony to the extensive work
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%_ that has been carried out. Their success was due in great measure to the dynamio The last session of the Committee requested the Legal Sub-Committee

k' leadership of the chairmen of those bodies, and, on behalf of the Cormittee, I w o complete the draft treaty relating to the moon, along with the draft

ﬂf to thank, in particular Arbassador Wyzner, Chairman of the Legal Sub-Cormittee; é@.ventiOﬂ on registration, as matters of highest priority. At this year's

.i f Profensor Carver, Cheimsp of the Sclemtiffs A Teiical Sub~Committee; ! gession, the Sub-Committee continued its work and concentrated on those provisions

a8 Ambassador Rydbeck, Chairman of the Working Group on Direct Broadecast Satelliteskf i?*WhiCh sgreement nad not yeb been yeached. Beveral mew proposals were wads

ii and Mr. Franco Fiorio, Chairman of the Working Group on Remote Sensing of the 1 e they were Siucgeded, In, Norking Cxoup'T. of “tife: Swi-Oaniiityed, However,

¢? Farth by Satellites. o agreement was reached on the main outstanding issues relating to the legal

ﬁ?ll Turning now first to the work of the Legal Sub-Committee, I wish to pay a status of natural resources of the moon and the scope of the treaty, and therefore

.§T  warm tribute, on behalf of the full Committee, to the members of the Legal :- -$E fub-Conrs bbee, Congidered that 1t should comtinye Its WoRiK at, its i

jﬁ | Sub-Committee for the outstanding achievement that body has recorded this year gession again as a matter of priority. A summary of the discussions that took place

| in improving upon its already impressive record and adding yet another 1mportant W s set out in annex 1 of the report of the Sub-Committee. As this was a matter

;i_ international agreement to the body of international legislation concerning . that was considered in detail in informal reetings of the Working Grour at the’

ﬁﬁ_' outer space. The adoption by the Legal Sub-Committee of the Draft Convention . last session of this Committee, perhaps we could look forward to continuing our

IW}, on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space is without doubt a major eonsultations with a view to narrowing the gap between the various views held by

é&f accomplishment. I welcome the decision of the Legal Sub-Committee to authorize gerbers on these two main outstanding issues.

B its Chairman or the Chairman of its Working Group 2 to attend this session of y In teking up the matter of direct broadcast satellites, the Legal Sub-Committee

@" the Committee and present the Draft Convention and information relating to | dad before it the report of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites,

ﬁﬂ_l it. While it is a matter of regret that, Owing to urgent business in CGeneva, ' ind the Legal Sub-Committee established a working group of its own to consider

?;! Ambassador Wyzner cannot be with us, we are happy to have among us today : irinciples relating to direct broadcast satellites. We wecome the decision of

RS Mr. Turk, Chairmen of Working Group 2 of the Sub-Committee, where most of the ;' the Sub-Committee to begin substantive consideration of this matter through a

?%i work of drafting this convention tock place. It is therefore not my intention Orking group which it has esteblished to deal with it. I hope that the degree

e to go into further details on this question, except to draw nerbers' stbention %0 oL consensus already achieved in the work of the Legal Sub-Committee will

?E fact that the text of the draft which has been submitted to the Committee for 1 preur well for the future work of the Sub-Committee in this field. |
?; its approval is contained in paragraph 24 of the Legal Sub-Committee's report The Genersl Assembly clso recommended lsst year that the Legal Sub-Committee |
i (A/AC.105/133) and to note that the Sub-Committee has left o the Committee the hould respond at its next sessiom, this year, to the request Ly.the Vorking Group on

2#  decision on whether or not to delete the fifth presmbular paragraph of the text of flencte Sensing of the Farth by Satellites for its views on the legal implications |J
if the draft Convention before it is subtmitted to the General Asserbly for i O the earth resources survey by remote sensing satellites, There wes a general ‘ﬁ
iﬂ adoption, if the Committee snould agree to do so. f BXchange of views on the subject. The Sub-Committee, however, did not have time [
Fg j 0 formulate a response to the request of the Working Group on Remote Sensing of T

i | _ e Tarth by Satellites for its views on the legal implications of remote sensing,
- 88 recommended by the General Assembly, and was unable to give full consideration |
;% ) © the proposals before it under this item. The Sub-Committee therefore considered

ﬁi Bat ot its next session it should continue work on this question as a priority item

!; ! B itg agenda.
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(The Chairman)

The Sub-Committee, also because of lack of time, was not able to consider
the other agenda item, dealing with matters relatin~ to the cefinition and/or
delimitation of outer space and outer space activities. However, some
delegations recorded their views on this item in the general exchange of views,

Turning now to the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, I am
happy to note that progress Was made in the area of remote sensing of the earth byf
satellites, one of the two priority items assigned to the Sub-Committee last year,

I must note, in this connexion, the most useful work carried out by the
Working Group on Remote Sensing of the Darth by Satellites and its Task Force.
The detailed work accomplished by the Working Group enabled the Sub-Committee
to concentrate on specific areas and arrive at a consensus., In this respect
the possibility of establishing under United Nations auspices an internationel
global centre for re ote sensing, as well as of sgetting up r.7ional data
acquisition and/or data storage and dissemination centres, with the possible

attachment of education and training centres to such facilities, was of major

interest to the Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee, realizing the complexity of the

"

problems involved in these matters, has recommended to the Committee that the
Secretary-General be requested to underteake, in consultation with other agencies
concerned, studies relating to the organizational, financial, administrative and =

cost implications of such a programme,
It is heartening to note also that under the guidance of the Sub-Committee,

and within the stringent financial implications, the United Nations Space Applicatd

Programme continues to make the useful contribution of drawing the attention of
developing countries to the possible contribution of space technology to their
development. Under the programme, several panel meetings, seminars and workshops

were held during the year under review. Among them were a regional panel on re

sensing, in Arrentina; a syrmposiur on neterological satellites, in France; a summel

school on remote sensing, nlso in France; and a ntenel rmeeting on broadcasting
systems, in Japan. During the rest of the ycar the United NMations will hold a
regional seminar/workshop in Egypt, on rerote sensing,as well as an interregional
seminar in Brazil on remote sensing. Others are planned for 1975, including a

regional seminar on meteorological satellites, which will be held in Kenya, and &

regional seminar on remote sensing, which will be held in Indonesia, ,

ot
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(The Chairman)

A number of fellowships offered by Member States in various areas of space
gpplications have =zlso Teen cdrinistersd by the Unitecd ations. The United Wations
Expert on Space Applications has visited several developing countries in order to
promote awareness in practical applications of space technology, and several regional
consultants will be employed by the United Nations on a short-term basis to
assist the Bxpert in this task.

Several of these projects have been undertaken in co-operation with the

specialized agencies , which continue to conduct their own valuable programmes in this

field. Of particular interest to the United Nations this year have been the World

Meterological Organization's (VMO) metecrological research and operation programmes for

improving international service and the action being taken,in response to the General

semblyson WiO's Tropical Cyclone Project to find ways and means of mitigating the

harmful effects of tropical storms by utilizing space technology. Also of interest

has been IiCO's efforts towards the establishment of & maritime satellite system

T N - CC' =T 3 - - .
MCO is HVELIDE in 1975 an international conference for the purpose of establishing
i-ch & system, I am sure both these projects are of interest to the members of this
omm.ttee. ITU and UNESCO, in the area of Space communication, and FAO and UNESCO
2

' . ;
the area of remote sensing, continue to carry out their respective programmes
-]

.;"d members of the Committee may receive details of some of these programmes from

epresentatives of these‘agencies during this session. At this stage I wish to
#€.came also the representatives of the specialized agencies and COSPAR to our meeting.
; The United Nations Programme on Space Applications has now been in existence for“
f€Veral years. It is perhaps time now to evaluate the impact of this programme with
eSpect to the objectives given it in 1969, The Sub--Committee has recommended that
: Secretary-Ceneral be requested to Prepare a comprehensive report on the nature and
€S of assistance needed and sought by Member States, especially the developing
. ..‘tries= in the field of space applications with a view particularly to considering
f? formulation of the future United Nations Programme on Space Applications. 1In
=€Paring this report, the Secretary-General was requested to seek the views of
ber States through a questionnaire to be approved by the Committee. For that

RO i s i .
iie. 8 draft questionnaire was submitted to the Sub-Committee by some delegations
: -1 1 :
S annexed to the Sub-~-Committee'sg report. However, owing to lack of time

. , 3
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(The Chairman)

the Sub-Committee could not discuss it in depth and, consequently, invited
interested members to meet prior to the Committee session to undertake the
preparation of such a questionnaire for consideration and approval by the
Committee. I understand that informal negotiations are taking place on this
matter, and the Committee will have the opportunity to discuss this question
within the next few days. It is appropriate that the Committee should devote dug?
attention to this matter, as the response to this questionnaire from Member :
States will be most decisive in shaping the future United Nations programmes on
space applications. It is my hope that on the basis of the replies of lember :
States to the questionnaire, which will be reported to the Committee, we shall
be able to assess and develop the programme in a manner that is most effective

in bringing the practical applications of space technology to the developing worlg

MP/em A/AC.105/PV.131
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(The Chairman)

The Sub-Committee also discussed the possibility of a Second United Nations
‘Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, to be held possibly in 1978, a
decade after the first Conference. The Sub-Committee did not reach any firm
‘conclusions on this matter, as it did not have all the pertinent information, and
ﬁherefore has requested the Secretary-General to cbtain the views of Member States
and to submit a report next year for consideration by the Sub-Committee. This is
also a matter that the members of the Committee might wish to give some attention
to at this session,

To turn o the work of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites, it
is most gratifying to note that it has carried out the mandate given to it by
the Committee at our last session in an exemplary manner. It is with great
satisfaction that I note the important work accomplished by that Working Group
over the years. Beginning in 1969 with the technical implications of direct
broadcast satellites, the conclusions of which still appear to be valid, it has
studied the entire gamut of the political, social, economic and legal implications
of this new technology. Its five reports are comprehensive and include a complete
survey of the subject. This year it carried out a study of the legal implications
and, in accordance with the mandate given to it by the General Assembly at its
twenty-eighth session, has established the areas in which legal principles may
D€ drafted. It has identified areas of agreement on such principles, as well as

se on which differences of view still exist, enabling the Legal Sub-Committee
undertake immediately the drafting of principles without the need for any
her preliminary studies or discussions. The results of the consideration
OF the Working Group relating to the draft principles governing direct
€levision broadcasting by satellites is contained in section IV B of its fifth
feport (A/AC.105/127),which is before us. We must all express our appreciation
Or the work which this Working Group has sccomplished so well. Since the last
8€ssion of the Working Group, the Legal Sub-Committee has had the opportunity
0 consider the question further, and I have already referred to the work of the

€gal Sub-Committee in this area.
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(The Chairman) |

(The Chairman)

In drawing up the work programme and priorities we will also have to consider

Having thus oriefly reviewed the work of the subsidiary bodies of the )
future of the two Working Groups,which have contributed a grest deal to our

Committee, and having pointed out to you some, if not all, of the matters with ! he
ork so far.

which we have to deal here, I wish to conclude by drawing your attention to one

In connexion with our task in dealing with this matter I wish to repeat what |

or two important general questions with which we will have to deal at this session,

3 2 . . . Beid i first statement as Chai f this Committee in 1972 hat:
As a policy~oriented body, this Committee will have to establish a work e ik ° i R

g |
s oz . R i pe the policy-—oriented focal point, it is up to the Committee to
programme for the subsidiary bodies and a system of priorities and direct them to A g p ¥ e 3 s 1

_ p " 5 . i ify the 1 an £ i tional i i h 1 signed
make definite recommendations on given questions. In this way the GRenbLiy Ne AnseRets Of the intexmaniensl copmunlty dncshe Thell eniay

to it and to ensure that due action is being tsken in important areas of

subsidiary bodies should be able to give in-depth consideration and prepare

space applications. If the Committee establishes a work programme and proper

useful programmes for the consideration of this Committee and thereby enhance the

pricrities for both its Sub-Committees it will not be considered simply a

b effectiveness of the United Nations as a whole in this field.
" body which only formalizes the work of its subsidiary organs but a real

As far as the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee is concerned, it has

catalyst for international action in the area of space applications as well

as in other areas'. (110th meeting, page 23)

“J‘ recommended for the consideration of the Committee an agenda in paragraph 61 of

its report. However, with regard to the main item on that agenda, relating to

It is my hope that we can all work and co-operate together during the next

remote sensing, the Sub-Committee, in paragraph 1lU of its report, having noted the

0 weeks to further, in some measure, the international collaboration in the

valuable work carried out by its Working Group and having recognized that the ]

Bceful exploration and uses of outer space.

study of organizational and financial matters of remote sensing should progress

Before I conclude my statement, I wish to make reference to an event which |

together with consideration of its legal aspects, has suggested that the Committe#

regrettable to me versonally as I am sure it is to our Committee as a whole.

at this session might wish to review the situation and formulate instructions to

- soie i ; ; : ; A . = i 1 1 i 1 i if] Techni
1ts subsidiary bodies in regard to their future work in this field, taking into g e vent; referved toi in paregraph 13 of the boientifle snd Techticel

; : s o g Ub~ Commi i Ur. A ~Ghani ' ision t
account the results so far achieved in the subsidiary bodies. Committee report, and it relates to lr. Abdel-Ghani's decision to leave the

. . ited Natio d urn to the service of his own country after an association
In this connexion, we should also take note that the Working Group on Remote 4 ns and ret c c e

. : ] . - ; o Nearly 2 ars with the United Nations in one capacity or another.
Sensing had itself considered its report final. Taking all this into account, -y 25 ye e arions n P ¥

% 3y i T P Abdel - i the Chief he O ce Affairs Division since its
we will have to establish a definite programme for the subsidiary bodies on the - Chd s been The AEL" G ey Speise . R

feption. In that capacity, as well as in the positions he has held as [Ixecutive

question of remote sensing.

3 : 4 S P etary of the United Hations Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

Now, as far as the Legal Sub-Committee is concerned, the Committee will have 3 BLIER 1%L Liese pace,
. . . ! Becretary of this Committe and, for a time, as Secretary of the Scientific

to determine the various priorities that should be accorded by the Sub-Committee &€ _& 7 S ? 3 y

. 3 o . * lechnical Sub-Committee, !Mr, Abdel-Ghani has been of great assistance to all

the questions on its agenda. At its last session the General Assembly requested : REpLL » o g

_ . & indivi en ; s ) i "
the Legal Sub-Committee to consider as a matter of priority questions relating oM » a5 1ndividuals, as lMember States, and as an international community facing

A ; - : : = Droble i f ev technol . We shall miss him., I think T
moon treaty and the convention on registration, and thereafter to consider questi F IS ang poventiels of & n ecinology e shal

> . : y for hen I wish him well in his future work.
relating to direct broadcast satellites and remote sensing, in that order. Now Al e Wiiss g & A LS

the Convention on Registration has been finalized, the Committee will have to give

'3; specific guidance to the Legal Sub-Committee on how it should organize its agendad

on the remaining issues.




MP/em A/AC.105/PV,.131
19-20

(The Chairman)

Before Wwe turn to the next agenda item, I understand that Mr. Abdel-Ghani ,

Director of the Outer Space Affairs Division, wishes to make a short statement.

I therefore call on him.

lr. ABDEL-GHANI (Director, Outer Space Affairs Division): Thank you,

lMr, Chairman, for the kind words you said about me on your behalf and on behalf

of the members of the Committee. I should like to ask for your indulgence and

that of the members of the Committee 28 I say on this occasion a few very simple wo

In bidding ferewell to the Comnittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
which I have had the privilege and the pleasure nf serving for 12 years, I

wish to say in all frankness that I feel deep in my heart and mind that T owe
a great debt to this Committee. It is a debt of knowledge, of friendshil ang

of better understanding of the United Nations. I shall start with this last points

to deal with some outer space matters,

AW/ad A/AC.105/PV.131
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(Mr. Abdel-Ghani)

There is no doubt that my work in the establishment and supervision of
the Outer Space Affairs Division enabled me to know much more about the
getivities of the United Nations and its complexities than I had known
through my service on the other side of the fence -- I mean in the Egyptian
Mission to the United Nations.

I was appointed Secretary of the Outer Space Committee in March 1962 and

‘U Thant wrote in his handwriting that this was a temporary measure to be

reviewed in due time. Perhaps now is the due time. On 1 May 1962 a small
unit was established in the Political and Security Council Affairs Department

I had with me two or three officers

‘and we started together to explore the range of our assignment. We realized

from the beginning that we were going to serve a Committee that was to be

‘different'from.almDSt any other bedy in the United Nations, in the sense that
it would be a forum for co-operation and not a stage for confrontation.
Thus, we found that it was our duty to help the Committee in that

direction, and to take this objective as our guidance in every study or report

we were preparing, as well as in dischargine other Secretariat responsibilities.

.Ipoking back at those 12 years, I can say with pride that all the reports and

studieg -- all of them without exception, even those that dealt with some
controversial questions, such as remote sensing and direct broadecast -- whether
‘prepared by the Secretariat or by consultants in co-operation with the
Secretariat, were well received in the Committee and in its subsidiary bodies.

We, my colleagues and I, realized that co-operation in the promotion of

‘the peaceful uses of cuter space should not be restricted to co-operation

between East and West, but should also be extended to cover North and South.
This other objective commanded our serious attention, and thus the Secretariat
took the responsibility of preparing certain activities aimed at co-operation
between space and non-space Powers; between advanced and developing countries
in this field. The main proposal of the Secretariat in this field, which was
§tr0ngly supported and elaborated upon by Canada, was the holding of a
conference addressing itself to the needs of the developing countries, with

the purpose of familiarizing their Governments and authorities with benefits

to be derived from the peaceful uses of outer space.
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(Mr. Abdel-Ghani)

The proposal was accepted. the conference convened, and results developed
into what is now our s pace applications programme of organizing nanels .
seminars and workshops. It is a modest programme, but it is a useful one, and
we hope that it will be continued and strengthened. )
In doing this work -~ that is to say, in establishing and supervising the-v
Outer Space Affairs Division and in making the necessary preparations and,

afterwards, in servicing the Outer Space Conference -- I was able to learn a

great desl about the work of the United Nations and the United Nations family,

and about its complexities. Now that I am retiring from the Secretariat

service, I shall say what I never said before: namely, that it was not an

easy job. f

From the beginning there were the problems of whether to establish a
Secretariat unit on outer space or not, in what department‘if should be
established, what functions it should discharge and what functions should 2
remain beyond its terms of reference, what relationship it should have with
other departments and with specialized agencies, and so on =-- 8ll these
administrative and co-ordinating processes which we had to go through for
several years. This may be due to the fact that the Outer Space unit in the
Secretariat was the first of its kind, before the United Nations became {
involved in similar activities such as the sea-bed.

Thus, the work was of an exploratory and, if I may say so, improvised
character. However, it is gratifying that now, when I am retiring from that
assignment, the Outer Space Affairs Division is composed of two sections,
manned by 11 professionals and six secretaries, discharging a wide range of
J
4

responsibility in providing both the substantive and the conference services
to the Committee and its various subsidiary bodies, and conducting a
satisfactory programme of panels and seminars on space applications.

I must here express my thanks for the support I received during the last
year from our distinguished Under-Secretary-General, Mr. Arkadi Shevchenko.
He gave the Division much of his attention and through his continuous efforts
the Division received support both in manpower and in functions., I am :
grateful to him as well as to four of his predecessors, Arkadev, Kiselev,
Suslov and Nestorenko, with whom I worked in the most friendly and
co-operative way in discharging my responsibility for an important Division

in the Department of Political and Security Council Affairs.
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As for my debt of knowledge, I wish to say that the Committee enabled me
to learn and to deal with an important aspect of international co-operation.
My work, with the assistance of my colleagues, to prepare the necessary
material for the work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies, was in fact
a continuous process of instruction and learning for me. Attending the
meetings of the Committee and the Sub-Committees and Working Groups and
listening to the statements and deliberations of the representatives would no

doubt provide anyone with a wide range of knowledge, technical, legal, economic

~ and political matters, which enriches our minds and widens our outlook of the

world.

I also owe a debt of friendship. I am grateful for the opportunity --

~ several opportunities -- afforded me by this Committee and its subsidiary
bodies to establish close relationship with a large number of distinguished

. people in the various fields of outer space activity. In many cases this

relationship has developed into real friendship.
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It would take a long time to mention all the distinguished individuals
I have met through my work with this Committee. But allow me to mention a few
persons I have had the pleasure of knowing very well, because their work served
landmarks in the activity of this Committee.

You will recall that the corner-stone of the work of the Committee was
a United Nations document known as the Blagonravov-Dryden agreement. Tt was
really an honour to know and to work with these two eminent scientists, the

late Mr. Hugh Dryden from the United States and Academician Blagonravov from the

Soviet Union, to whom, through the USSR delegation, I wish to send my best wishes

and regards on the occasion of his recent retirement. These two great scienti
were associated with several of their countrymen, each of whom was distinguished
in his field and to all of whom I owe some of my knowledge and understanding.

It was also an honour, and, in faect, a great pleasure, to know that great

man from India the late Vikram Sarabhai, whom I saw establishing the Thumba range

near the Lquator and with whom I spent days in the Himalaya mountains in

preparing the Vienna Conference on Outer Space. He served, with great distinctiol

as the Scientific Chairman of the Vienna Conference, which was a turning-point
in the work of the Committee and of its Secretariat.

My pleasure and pride extend also to knowing, through the Committee or its
subsidiary bodies. a younger generation in this field. I will mention only one.
name, that of Fernando de Mendonga, from Brazil, who through vision and energy
established a unique institute in the field of space applications. I have just
this last weekend returned from Brazil, where COSPAR was holding its annual
meeting, and I saw how much people from several countries appreciated the
knowledge they received from the workshop held at that institute, vhere the
successful Brazilian experiments in space applications were presented and
explained.

Tt would not be possible for me to %o through the long list of distinguished

scientists, experts., administrators, jurists and diplomats with whom I have hadl

privilege of working in this Committee, in the two Sub-Cormittees and in the
three Working Groups, as well as in several international and national

organizations. However, as I take the opportunity of attending this Committee

for the last time in my Secretariat capacity,I should like sincerely to say the®
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it was a pleasure to serve the Committee under four distinguished Austrian

diplomats: the late Ambassador Franz Matsch, its first Chairman, who continusd
~ to give the Outer Bpace Affairs Division his guidance and advice even after his
retirement; Mr. Kurt Waldheim, who twice presided over the Committee and also over
f the Vienna Conference on Outer Space, and who decided, as Secretary-General, to
l strengthen the Outer Space Affairs Division; Ambassador Haymerle, whose _
diplomatic tact and patience was appreciated by the members of the Committee and '
its Secretariat; and you, Mr. Chairman, who, in spite of your meny precccupations
as the Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations, and as a
distinguished personality in your country, has been giving the Committee and its
Secretariat much of your attention. We all know that you took the initiative in |
enlarging the membership oi the Committee, and I know that you made efforts in
order to enlarge and strengthen the Outer Space Affairs Division.

In that connexion, I wish to say that %&E%Ek%ggg§§x§§%§§x§§§ I really regret,
and that is that I am retiring from the United Nations Secretariat before being ‘
‘able to render whatever service I can to the new members of the Outer Space
Cormittee. Dut it is gratifying that I am leaving after the door has been opened |
for the enlaggement of the Committee and the admission of several countries, ’
especially developing countries. In itself that step should open up a new page
in the activities of the Committee. |

My thanks of course go to the Vicc~Chairman, Ambassador Dateu, and to the
Rapporteur, my friend Mr. Correa, with whom the Sefretariat will be %§§E§ to
co-operate in EE%E%%%%% the report ef the Committee, as it did with his two

- Predecessors, Ambassador Souza e Silva and Ambassador de Silos.

I served for several years as the Secretary of the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee, and preparation of dts renorts was in fact the core of our work
in the Secretariat. I very much appreciate the friendly co-operation I received
from is Chairman, Professor Carver of Australia.

The Legal Sub-Committee is served by its efficient Secmetary, Miss Kwen Chen,
and her colleagues in the Legal Office. PBut it was my privilage to attend the
Neetings of the Sub-Committee and to contribute as much as I could to its work

8nd to benefit from the deliberations of that Sub~Cormitteery not only in terms of

-Widening the scope of my knowledge of space law but also in terms of benefitting
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from the ability and the tact of its members in negotiating and concluding twol

of the most important instruments in international law: the fpace Treaty and | ) happy to work with them in the implementation of the space applications programme. !u

I
|
s
hh the Liability Convention. In the process I had the privilege of having G - My other colleagues are, without exaggeration, among the best elements in the
! V L - . - - . I
A kind and friendly relationship with its present Chairman, Ambassador Vyzner, United Hations Secretariat. They are not only very interested in the work,
'||T' ] 1
;H and his predecessor, Mr, Manfred Lachs, the President of the Interantional | and devoted to the discharge of their respongibilities, but each one knows his
ki . 4 ' : ' ' ‘ l
A denpt of  Justice: assignment perfectly well and carries out his job in an efficient way and at J
# a. B

I have certainiy learned a great deal, and who could fail to learn from the same time they work as a team. I am proud of them all. In fact, they made :

i - . . -
| t T b o k, Mr. Franco I 1 .
| he chairmen of theithlee working groups, Ambassador Rydbeck, I co Fio wy job very simple during the last two of three years, when I was only
| and Professor Chitni@s? Fach is a well known authority in his field. :

|
fk e ! ! ] T supervising the work, with each one carrying out his work to the full satisfaction
ET The opportunities offered me by working with this Committee go beyond the

. ‘ ] ; 3 of the chairmen and members of the committee and bodies h .
United Nations. It offered me the opportunity to establish both personal and & o S eaii |

: J 1 e o ; ; , . I end my Sarewell stat 9 i 1 i
formal relationships with many of the distinguished scientists in COSPAR and v statement by reiterating my thanks to you, Mr. Chairman,

? TAP - people of the calibre of Prefessor de Jager, the President of OOSBAR, 13 to the Vice-~Chairman, to the Napporteur and to all the members of the Committee, |
; and his predecessor, Professor Maurice Roy of France and Professor Luigi ¥mxx and wish you all success in your activities and happiness in your personal life.

{

i

Napolitano, the President of TAF and those who preceded him in that post, and H
: .

:I the distinguished American scientistzDr. Draper, President of the Tnternational .

nal Academy of Astronautics and the great authority on space law, Exzfzzxwwx

. Professor Iugene Pepin, the dean of the Institute of Space Law in Paris., Of ' |
] e
f ‘ h A
i no less importance has been the opportunity offered me in esta-lishing the best

bl ) a : |
s of relations with the secretariats of the specialized agencies interested in |

8l promoting international co-operation in this field, particularly with those of

¥ s
ﬁﬁ UNESCO, ITU, WMO, FAO, IMCO, ICAO and WHOX. -
k

i I have said that I owe a debt to the Committee. Before concluding my

1 statement, I want to say that T owe still another debat of gratitutde. In faé%
i@? it is a heavy debt. It is %%x%%%%kto my colleagues in the Outer Space Affairs
f;L Division, men and women alike -- and they are equally divided, which proves i? |

||"-| . 3 . . . !
. is a progressive division. ] i I

=

T do not want to sound modest, but I ean simply say that my departure does |
not make much difference in the worl: of the Outer Space Affairs Division, i ' !p

thanks to the very good staff I am leaving behind me.

B | The members of the Committee praised the work of the Expert in Charge of ‘

I Space Applications, Mr. Murthy, and his predecessor, Professor Ricciardi. I 3

was fortunate in selectins these two knowledgeable and devoted experts, and I ;J
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i (Mr. Vellodi, India) :llj
ﬁ The CHATRMAN: I thank the Director of the Outer Space Affairs 3 J'
:E| Division for his farewell statement, which contained an impressive historical & of us who come from out Governments and-work in the Secretariat have

ﬁﬂ and analytical review of the work of the Committee over the past years that to go through the conflict of interest, on the one hand, literally N
}ii was, I am sure, of great benefit to us all. Once again I wish to pay a tribute the urge to get back to one's own Government and do something for one's
ﬁﬁa to Mr. Abdel-Ghani and to express our great regret at seeing him leave this 1: ‘own country, and on the other, the desire to stay on in the United Nations.
*EF most important assignment. ; After you have been here for?wa:few years the -United Nations almost gets into

o you, and it is much worse when you are in the Secretariat, I speak from

;fi Mr. VELLODI_(India): It is not my intention to start a number of 3 personal experience. Thérefore, the conflict must have been quite severe in the m
i statements on the occasion of Mr. Abdel-Ghani's departure. However, since I case of Mr. Abdel-Ghani after having spent perhaps an equal number of years in his -
.Eﬁ understand that this is his last day with us and that he is not likely to be delegation and in the Secretariat -- about 12 in each. And the fact that in the |
fiﬁ here tomorrow, and because several delegations members from the Asian region " end he has been able to resist the urge to stay on in the Secretariat and go back L
E%Q have asked me to say a few words, I would, with the Committee's permission, to his country speaks not only for his desire to get back and to serve his country
i%i like to do so, although I fully understand that you, Mr. Chairman, have spoken in a different capacity, in a capacity that is known to him, but the fact that he . |
£¢ for all of us and Mr. Abdel-Ghani has also replied. : has served in the Secretariat for 12 years -- which is a long period for anyone on '
g} We had occasion to refer to Mr. Abdel-Chani's departure when we met in deputation from his Government -- is, I think, clear evidence, if evidence is i
I} the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee two months ago, and for a moment I ‘necessary, of the deep dedication that he has always had to the work of the United

Ul

was delighted when I saw Mr, Abdel-Ghani here today because I thought he had | Nations generally and to the work of the Outer Space Committee in particular. J

5} changed his mind, but he told me no, and that this was his last day. Anyway, Again on a personal note, I wish to thank Mr. Abdel-Ghani for the deep '
iﬂn we are extremely happy to see him here, because I think it is fitting that he interest that he used to take in the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station.

1 should leave us from this Committee and not from any of the Sub-Committees. : He has visited the station several times, he has represented the Secretary-General
jh I cannot, when talking about Mr. Abdel-Ghani, refrain from speaking on a i at meetings of the TERLS Advisory Committee, and we have benefited from the advice
.%j personal note. I have known him for many years -- perhaps 16 or 17. We were that he has given us.

”j working in our respective delegations when I first came here. Mr. Abdel-Ghani 'T should like to conclude -- again speaking on behalf of some of the

was already by then, I believe, almost a veteran here in the United Nations, delegations from the Asian region -- by wishing Mr. Abdel-Ghani all the very best.

| and there were many times, I remember, when I used to approach him as a . We certainly shall miss him here, but we realize that he has to get back. He
_Lﬂ colleague in a friendly delegation for advice and directions on how one should still has a number of years in front of him and T am sure his country needs his

Iri behave in the United Nations. Later we had the opportunity to work together | services, so we wish him well. It has been a great pleasure having him with us

ﬁ in the Secretariat. For six or seven years we worked in the same department ‘here and working with hinm.

and shared some of the difficulties and pleasures that went with our work in '
the Organization. Mr. Abdel-Ghani and I have had discussions over the past
! five years, and on several occasions he talked to me about the possibility of

his going back to serve his country. This is fate, in the sense that many m

=
it
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' The CHAIRMAN: Before we proceed with the day's business and before I !
! Mr. BENNETIT (United States of America): The United States, in paying a ! call on further speakers, I wish to obtain the Committee's concurrence on the .'|
_?11 tribute to Mr, Abdel-Ghani's work in space co-operation and in expressing regret | draft programme of work which has been siubmitted to members as a note by the "
l over his departure, would like to recall that, as a pioneer in space exploration, . Secretariat and contains tentative proposals for the arrangement of our work
_..'_; we nave recognized from the first sn obli~ation to leave future renerations a b according to the agenda that we have previously adooted. According to the draft ‘
g% full reflection of our efforts in this field of exploration., e conclucer. | programme of work , our first day, namely this afternoon, after the adoption of ‘
il that documents, data and even photographs were not enough and that a record at ‘ . the agenda and statement by the Chairman, would be devoted to hearing an '
| all levels of perception, including the personal and the artistic, would be needed, introductory report of the Legal Sub-Committee and then the first speakers in the
f‘ For that reason, the Nationai Aeronautics and Space Administration called upon a ? general debate. Tomorrow, Tuesday, 2 July, both meetings would be devoted to the ‘
i number of diétinguished artists, anticipating that they would be able to observe ; | general debate. On Wednesday, 3 July, in the morning we would continue the
&‘ and depict with special insight the emotional impact and thé inner meaning of _ general debate and in the afternoon we would turn to the special consideration :
}_ the stirring exploratory events which we have all experienced during the past . of the report of the Legal Sub-Committee, and so on.
ﬁ"" decade and a half. The result of that effort is a collection of more than J T believe that all members have seen this note and, if it meets the broad ”
i 250 paintings, drawings and prints, which have been published in a volume called ] approval of the Committee, I would suggest that we should proceed along these
Iyewitness To Space. . lines. If I hear no objection I shall take it that the Committee agrees to |
It has seemed to my delegation that, in view of the significant contributionir adopt this as our work programme, and that we should try as hard as we can to |
of Mr, Abdel-Chani to the programme and the spirit of international co-operation f keep to the tentative time-schedule it contains. l
which is so important in space activity, we could honour him no more appropriately It was so decided. 4

' |
i {
presentation, I should like to read out the sentircent which has been inscribed on

the fly-leaf of this book:
"For A.H, #bdel _Ghani, Chief of the Outer Space Affairs Division of

1

the United Nations Secretariat since its inception and himself an - I

eyewitness to space, 1 behalf of the United States delegation to | . '
t the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
ﬂ with appreciation for his distinghished service to international
b space co-operation,’ |

N M, Chairman, I shall deliver the book to Mr, Abdel-Chemi at the close ; | 1IN

of this meeting. ‘

i

LY e

¥




RG/10 A/AC.105/PV.131 ' 86/10 A/AC,105/PV,131 i
| 36 : 37

8!

ﬁh (Mr, Turk)
f The CHATRMAN: TIn accordance with the work programme just adopted, :

T call now on Mr. Turk, who, on behalf of the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, fhe workload thus confronting the Legal Sub-Committee was rather heavy, but it

ﬁ“ will make some introductory remarks on the report of the Legal Sub-Committee. iried its very best to comply with the requests contained in the aforementioned

e J feneral Assembly resolution.

o Mr. TURK (Chairman of Working Group II of the Legal Sub-Committee): It is Three Working Groups were established for that purpose. Workins Group I

a great privilege for me to be present here today, on behalf of the Legal alt with the moon treaty on the basis of a draft consisting of a preamble and

! Sub-Committee and its Chairman His Excellency Ambassador Fugenius Wyzner, for wenty-one articles which were approved by the Legal Sub-Committee in 1972,

the purpose of submitting to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space §ix provisions endorsed by the Working Group in 1973, various informal proposals

i the draft convention on registration of objects launched into outer space, which glaborated last year and also a number of new proposals made by various delegations

b was adopted by the Legal Sub-Committee at its thirteenth session in May this _ st this year's session.

The three unresolved issues regarding the moon treaty

” vear in Geneva. re: the scope of the treaty -- article I of the draft; the information to

i I wish to express to you, Mr. Chairman, the deep appreciation of the Legal j e furnished on missions to the moon -- article IV- and the auestion of the

1

f Sub-Committee for the profound interest you have constantly shown in its work atural resources of the moon -- article X, Of those three problems , only the i
I as well as for your guidance and valuable assistance during the consultations ¥st , the scope of the treaty. and the third +the ncotursl resources of the moon

%' regarding the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon and the Draft Convention on ' been discussed in a detailed manner in the meetings of Working Group I.

f Registration in the course of the sixteenth session of the Committee on the

1e Working Group thereby focused on article X relating to the natural resources,

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in 1973. 88 many delegations thought that a solution of this problem should precede that of (|

b For the benefit of those representatives who did not assist at the last € remaining questions. In spite of prolonged discussions, it was not possible,

Pwever , to reach agreement on the legal status of the natural resources of the ;
like to give a very brief summary of the work of the Legal Sub-Committee on the on |

| B
ﬂ session of the Legal Sub-Committee, and with your permission, Mr. Chairman, I should

| various items before it, before turning to the draft convention on registration. ' - I should like to recall that already last year this problem proved to be the “|
i

& As members are well aware, the General Assembly, by resolution 3182 (XXVIII), 80 stumbling block in the way of the completion of the moon treaty. This year's r'

dated 18 December 1973, requested that the Legal Sub-Committee should give highest BScussions in the Legal Sub-Committee have shown again that it is wnlikely thatthe

priority to the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon and the Draft Convention on €8ty will be comnleted before .an understandin~ on this question has been reached. N

|

|

_ 1
i Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space. The General Assembly also The Legal Sub-Committee thus finally considered that it should continue to r
' requested the Sub-Committee to give high priority to the question of elaborating i rk on the draft treaty relating to the moon at its next session as a priority item |
principles governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct _ Lits agenda. w

?W television broadcasting with a view to concluding an international agreement or Working Group II of the Legal Sub-Committee dealt with the convention on

Tl agreements and to devote part of its next session to the legal implications of the 1@fstration, on which I shall report later on in greater detail. “

earth resources survey by remote sensing satellites. The General Assembly also Working Group III was set up to discuss the report of the Working Group on

agreed that the Sub-Committee should, as time permitted, consider matters relating Yect Byoadcast Satellites on its fifth session (A/RC1057327) . 16 vwes dbcided w

to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space activities. B discuss the following principles, on which there was a high degree of consensus “

Ting the session of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites- N
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applicability of international law: rights and benefits of States; international For the Legal Sub-Committee the completion of the Draft Convention is the end
-] "

co-operation; State responsibility; and the peaceful settlement of disputes. of o long and sometimes difficult journey. I may recall that the General Assembly
Following consideration of various proposals submitted by delegations and also in its resolution 1721 (XVI) of 20 December 1961 called on States "launching objects

of informal papers, five principles in the aforementioned areas were formulated into orbit or beyond to furnish information promptly to the Committee on the Peaceful

by a drafting group and then endorsed by Working Group III. These draft princip Uses of Outer Spacesthrough the Secretary-General, for the registration of

. ) . . . - — gy L orbeiin. s ; istry of
are, however, still quite heavily bracketed, which means that either no consensug ‘lgunchings” and requested the Secretary-Ceneral "to maintain a public registry o

could be reached or that there was no substantive discussion, The Sub-Cormmittee

the information furnished”.

finally expressed the opinion that it should continue its work on the matter as a

Since then information has been published by the Secretary-General in a series
priority item at its next session. In spite of the amount of work yet ahead, the with the document symbol A/AC.105/INF and the register has been maintained in

Legal Sub-Committee has nevertheless already made a strenuous effort to establish the Outer Space Affairs Division of the Secretariat. Registration statements have

legal principles in this certainly difficult field, and it is to be hoped that been filed by Canada, France, Italy, Japan, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom

and the United States.

further substential progress will be made in the near future. ! '

The Legal Sub-Committee also considered matters relating to activities carri

As early as 1968, France submitted to the Legal Sub-Committee a proposal

out through remote sensing satellite surveys of earth resources. The entitled "Draft convention concerning the registration of objects launched into

“

o it
Committee had before it the text of various proposals on this matter. In view of outer space for the exploration or use of outer space’ (A/AC.105/C.2/L.h5,

the time taken up by the consideration of the other matters, only a short general - reproduced in annex IT, page 1, of A/AC.105/101).

debate on this item was possible, The Sub-Committee therefore also considered The Legal Sub-Committee then briefly considered at its eighth (1969) session

that it should continue work on this question as a priority item at its next ‘the French proposal and recommended that the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee

session be invited to study the technical aspects of the registration of objects launched

i i ; Ar - L b-Committee, the
As you have already mentioned, Mr. Chairman, the Sub-Committee, because of into outer space. In response to the request of the Legal Su :

|
lack of time, was unable to consider the agenda item dealing with matters relating

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee at its 1970 session, after a study of the

e e . i : : : ceoncluded, inter alia, that, in the light of
the definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer space activities. ‘technical aspects of registration, Y o o 3

The Sub-Committee finally also considered the question of the venue of its Present knowledge and for reasons of economy and safety, a marking system to

future sessions. In this connexion I should like to draw the Committee's attentiol

to paragraph 11 of the Sub-Committee's report.

Survive re-entry was not considered technically practical at the present time.
At its ninth (1970) and tenth (1971) sessions, the Lezal Sub-Committee was

It is with great pleasure that I now turn to the draft convention on

Unable to consider “ha question of remistration further in view of the priority
gn

registration of objects launched into outer space as contained in paragraph 2k

of the report of the Legal Sub-Committee (A/AC.105/133).

@ccorded to the Liability Convention. At the 1971 session, the Legal Sub-Committee,
hFVing completed the draft convention on liability, gave consideration to its
1 ther work. This consideration led to the recormendation to the Outer Space

iComittee that the latter consider the desirability of establishing a priority
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i ) sevious session, together with certain changes and amendments. The w

order for several important subjects to be included in the agenda of the next _ _ )
ﬁﬁuCOmmlttee re-established Working Group II to cocnsider those proposals. |

§ session of the Legal Sub-Committee. At its 1971 session, the Outer Space ) ) )
pllowing this conslderation and after substantial informal consultations, the

Committee recommended that priority be given to matters relating to the -

orking Group approved the texts of a preamble and 10 articles, as well as the ’

B registration of objects launched into space for the exploration and use of :
tle of the draft convention (A/AC.105/115, para. 24).

outer space, and to questions relating to the moon. .
In my capacity as Chairmen of Working Group II,I then reported to the - !

53 Substantive discussion of the registration convention therefore began at the ] .
1 4 g8 Sub-~-Committee on the work of +that group, drawing the attention of the |

eleventh (1972) session of the Legal Sub-Committee, which had before it the

|
) . - . ) | b-Committee, inter alia, t i :
“ aforementioned French proposal. During the session a draft convention on 'f » inter alia, to the questions on which no agreement had been I

gached; these were: the question of the marking of space objects and the I !

; registration of objects launched into outer space was submitted by the delegation .
sstion of the inclusion of a review clause. Differences of views on marking

of Canada (A/AC.105/C.2/L.82, reproduced in annex II, page L, of A/AC.105/101).

K s . : angzed from considering marking i : ;
il Following consultations between the two sponsors, the French and Canadian drafts '  nuiiiag s an edsentisl, elevent of regleizalion o w

Ee were combined into a single draft convention (A/AC.105/C.2/L.83, reproduced in
annex IX, page T, of A/AC.105/101). The Legal Sub-Committee re-established

4l - T _ 1 The Legal Sub-Commi j
a working group of the whole to consider the provisions of the joint draft & ub-Committee took note of the texts approved by Working Group II, |

4 rding marking as not technically feasible and therefore considering that no |
erence to it should be ineluded in the convention. 1

]I - . - - - '
leh did not include provisions concerning the aforementioned unresolved issues —— | ”

i convention. The Working Group formulated a preamble and nine articles _ .
_ 5 d recommended that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should make

b (A/AC.105/101, para. 31) including provisions on which agreement was not reached
8 best efforts to complete the draft Convention relating to registration at its |

and which were placed in square brackets. The Legal Sub-Committee noted the
. o cbeenth session, i =Ju J ‘
texts prepared by the Working Group and was of the opinilon that the draft ' e e
Following that recommendation of the Legal Sub-Committee the Committee on

convention on registration required further consideration as a matter of priority. :
§ 2 Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its last session established an informal

Tn fact, most of the provisions formulated by the Working Group were placed in . :

y ; . 4 tking Group, under t} airmanshi Vel v el b .

square brackcts. The only provisions on which agreement was reached in the ; B D, under the chalrmanship of the Chalrman of this Committee, which .
. . . . € 8 able to agree on th ; |

Working Group were the establishment of national registration by States 4 e text of a review clause. No agreement could, however, be

achied on the question ©of marking. The different views on this question were

individually or jointly and the maintenance of a central register by the )
#iarized by the Chairman of the informal working group as follows: I
|

i Secretary-General of the United Nations, while the contents of such registers —— h
1 {

i
iﬂ thet is, the infornation to be furnished —- remained a matter of disagrecement. -+ @ number of delegations maintained the V1€V that any provision on |
(it .

! . s F ; e . marking shou b !
il Essentially disagreement centred on the guestion of the marking of the space objects & 1d be mandatory and was an indispensable element of the convention. |

'3: At its twelfth (1973) session, the Legal Sub-Committee resumed its e fléw was also held that it would be desirable to include an article |
_: consideration of the draft convention on registration. A proposal entitled } providing for marking applied internally or externally on the space object H
.¥| "Convention on the registration of objects launched into outer space’ was _ - 2t the time of the manufacture and for communication of this fact to the |
I submitted by the United States (A/AC.105/C.2/L.85, reproduced in annex 1T, : Secretary-General of the United Nations. A further view was advanced that ”

; y ) . the conventi : e ) ;
page 1, of A/AC.105/115); and Canada and France replaced their previous joint proP ention should not contain any provision on marking because there was '

; ; ; . - - ot now available i ; .
by a proposal for a "Convention on the resistration of objects launched into ouber »nor will it be in the foreseeable future, an econcmically |

space" (A/AC.105/C.2/L.86, reproduced in annex II, page 6, of document |
A/AC.105/115), which was based on the text elaborated by the Sub-Committee at its ’ ' w
i
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feasible or technologically practicable marking system, The opinion was

expressed that a reasonable compromise might be the adoption of a

provision for non-compulsory marking, but making mandatory the providing

of information on such marking to the Secretary-General."

As it had thus not been possible to finalize the Draft Convention on
Registration, the General Assembly in its resolution 3182 (XXVIII) of '
18 December 1973 recommended, as I have already stated, that the Legal
Sub-Committee should, as a matter of highest priority, make every effort to
complete that draft convention at its next session.

The Legal Sub-Committee at its thirteenth session, held in Geneva from
6 to 31 May 197L4, re-established Working Group II in order to pursue its work

on the Draft Convention on Registration. Working Group II thereby based

itself on the text of a Draft Convention on Registration contained in appendix B

of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (General
Assembly Official Records, twenty-eighth session, Supplement No. 20 (A/9020));
that text consisted of a preamble and 10 articles as well as the title of a

Draft Convention -- which were, as I have already mentioned, approved by

Working Group IT during the twelfth session of the Legal Sub-Committee in 1973 &

taken note of by the Sub-Committee at that session -- and a review clause approve

by the afore-mentioned informal working group of the Outer Space Committee in
1973, as well as a provision on marking of space objects which had been worked
out at that time in informal consultations and submitted to member Governments

for consideration, but on which no agreement had been reached.
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The discussions in Working Group II focused mainly on the marking provision

contained in article IIT (bis) on page 40 of the report of the Committee on the
20

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. After various rroposals on this question had been

submitted by a number of delegations, a compromise article on marking was finally

eed upon in the course of informal consultations. As this provision provides

for voluntary marking and a substantial number of delegations had been of the
ppinion that a convention on registration should contain a provision on mandatory
marking, a further compromise was reached during the aforementioned informal

consultations to amend the review clause contained in article VIII (bis) on

e 42 of the report of the Outer Space Committee. I shall give more details

on these provisions in the further course of my report.

After further informal consultations, Working Group IT was able to approve

the entire text of a Draft Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into

}gter Space on 27 May 1974. In the course of these informal consultations, the

desire was also expressed to entrust the Secretary-General of the United Nations

fith the function of Depositary of the Registration Convention. Agreement to

Change the final clauses of the Draft Convention accordingly was reached and the

fevised final clauses were endorsed by the Viorking Group. A drafting group set

by Working Group II made the necessary final adjustments of all the authentlc

ftexts of the Draft Convention. One matter, however, was left unde01ded,las you

lave already mentioned in your statement, Mr. Chairman, and that is the reference

80 the Moon Treaty in the fifthlpreambular paragraph; the feeling was expressed

i Yorking Group II that a decision on this matter should be left to the parent

“Omittee, As Chairman of Working Group II, I then hsd the privilege of submitting
e Draft Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space to the

¥egal Sub-Committee -— which approved the draft convention at its 222nd meeting
0 28 May 197k,

At this juncture I should like to emphasize the fact that the Draft

¥onvention on Registration before this Committee today is a tribute to all the

Blbers of the Legal Sub-Committee; to their tireless and unending endeavours to

And solutions to complex issues, to their strenuous efforts to reconcile divergent

POint g of view and different legal traditions, and to their spirit of compromise
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and co-operation displayed at the most difficult moments of our negotiations. If

is, therefore, with profound admiration for the hard work of this group of eminent

jurists that I am now presenting the Draft Convention on Registration to this
Committee.
role played by the members of the Secrétariat in assisting the work of the LEg‘f
SubrCOmmittee; their competence and devotion has greatly facilitated the work of
the Sub-Committee.

Permit me now, Mr. Chairman, to give a brief outline of the text of the
Draft Convention itself as contained in the report of the Legal Sub-Committee
(A/AC.105/133) and to which you have already referred in your introductory "
statement. 1

The preamble refers to the so far existing international legal instrumeﬁtéf
the Treaty on Principles Governing the -

relating to outer space. These are:

A

Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the

iloon and other Celestial Bodies, of 1966; the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronau

the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space,
of 196T7:; and the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by
Space Objects, of 1971. y
The preamble, furthermore, sets out the purposes of the Convention: namefi
to make provision for the national registration by launching States of space
objects launched into outer space; for a central registry of objects launched
into outer space to be established and maintained on a mandatory basis by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, and to provide additional means and
procedures for States Parties to assist them in the identification of space
objects. In this connexion the States Parties express their belief that a
mandatory system of registering objects launched into outer space would, in
particular, assist in their identification and would contribute to the applicatd
and development of international law governing the exploration and use of outer
space. ..
Article I contains the definitions of "launching State” and "space object™
both terms correspond to grticle I (e¢) and (d) of the Liability Convention. A

Furthermore, the term "State of registry" is defined as a launching State on
In thi8

whose registry a space object is carried in accordance with article IT.

In this connexion I should also like to pay tribute to the significan

A/AC.105/PV.131

AV/dh
48

(Mr. Turk)

context I should like to refer to article VIIT of the Outer Space Treaty,
which refers, inter alia, to a State Party on whose registry an object launched
into outer space is carried.

Article IT concerns national registration: its paragraph 1 provides for
reristration by the launching State of a space object launched into earth orbit
or beyond in an appropriate registry; the Secretary-General of the United Nations
is to be informed of the establishment of such a registry. This article does
not, however, lay down any stipulations as to the contents and the conditions
for establishing and maintaining this registry; these are, according to
peragraph 3 of Article IT, left to the discretion of the State of remistry
concerned. Paragraph 2 of article II deals with the question of registering
a space object which has been launched by two or more States; in such case these
States shall jointly determine which one is to enter the space object on its
registry, whereby the provisions of article VIIT of the Outer Space Treaty --
which provide for jurisdiction and control of a gpace object being in outer
space or on a celestial body by the State on whose registry the object is
carried -- have to be borne in mind; specific agreements which the launching
States have concluded or might conclude on jurisdiection and control over the
space object and over any personnel thereof remain however unaffected by the
fact that a particular launching State agrees to register the space object in
accordance with this article.

Articles III, IV and V deal with the Register which the Secretary-General
of the United Nationg is to maintain, and the provision by States of information
concerning space objects to be included in that Register Article III, which
provides for the establishment of this Register, also stipulates that there shall
be full and open access to the information contained therein, a provision which
is, inter alia, of considerable importance to the international scientific
community.

Article IV, paragraph 1, sets forth the various types of information each

State of registry is required to transmit to the Secretary-General; the information

Yequired largely follows the reporting practice employed by various countries
engaged in space activities already for a number of years. Accordingly, a

State of registry has to transmit the name of the launching State or States,
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an appropriate designator of the space object or its registration number, the

date and territory or location of launch, basic orbital parameters, including

nodal period, inclination, apogee and perigee, as well as an indication of the

general function of the space object. This information is to be forwarded as
soon as practicable -— which means that the Convention does not lay down any
specific requirement as to the time for providing this information; this is left

to the State of registry to determine,
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Paragraph 2 of article IV provides that a State of registry may transmit,
from time to time, additional information to the aforementioned Register,
Parasrapn 3 of this article stipulates that the Secretary -General shall be notified
by the State of registry to the greatest extent feasible and as soon as practicable
of space objects concerning which it has previously transmitted information and
which have been but no lenger are in earth orbit. This provision is meant to
ensure that the Secretary-General's Register is Lept up-to-date as far as possible.
Article V contains the provision on marking of space objects which had, as I
have alreedy 1.cnticned, ~iven rise to considerasble difficulties durine the
negotiations. The present provision embodies a compromise between those delegations
which hed insisted on the corpulscory rarkine of space objiects and thos: which held
the view that merliing was not economically feasible or technologically
practiceble - that is to say, it would not survive re—entry into the atrosthere.
Article V accordingly states that whenever a space object launched into earth
orbit or beyond is marked with an appropriate designator or registration number
referred to in article IV (1) (b), or both, the State of registry shall notify
the Secretary-Genersl of this fact when submitting information regarding the
space object in accordance with article IV. This notification is also to be
recorded in the Secretary-General's Register. Article V thus provides for
voluntary marking while stipulating mandatory reporting to the Secretary--General.

Article VI provides thet States parfties, in particular those possessing

| space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall respond to the greatest extent

feasible to requests by a State party for identification of a space object .mieh

‘has caused damage to it or which may be of a hazardous or deleterious nature in

cases where the application of the provisions of this Convention has not yet

enabled that State party to identify such a space object. BSuch assistance shall

be granted under equitable and reasonable conditions whereby the requesting State

shall submit information as to the time, nature and circumstances of the events

Biving rise to the request; the precise arrangement in this connexion shall be

‘the object of agreement between the parties concerned. In a way, this provision

complements the provision on marking,as the basic reason for the attempt to

introduce compulsory marking has been avprehensions of not being able to identify
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a space object whica has caused damage or which is regarded as potentially
harmful. In that context I should also like to recall that Working Group IT
has reached agreement that the term "damage” as used in this article is used in
the same sense as in the outer-space Treaty -- see article VII of that Treaty.

Article VII of the Registration Convention lays down the conditions under
which the Convention shall be deemed to apply to any international inter-
governmental organization which conducts space activities and is identical to
article XII, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Liability Convention.

Articles VIIT tarouen XIT contain the final clauses. Article VIII deals
with signature, ratification and accession, and entrusts the Secretary-General
the United Wations with the function of Depositary. TIn this connexion, it was
understood by the Legal Sub-Committee that the precedent established by the
General Assembly on 1Lk December 1973 in relation to the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons
including Diplomatic Agents would be followed. The Convention shall enter into
force after the deposit of the fifth instrument of ratification.

Article IX concerns the amendment procedure whereby any State Party to the
Convention may propose amendments, and is identical to article XV of the
Liability Convention.

Article X contains” the review clause and provides that the guestion of the
raview of the Convention shall be included in the provisional agenda of the
United Nations CGeneral fssenbly ten years after its entry into force in order
consider, in the light of past applications of the Convention, Whether it
requires revision. However, at any time after the Convention has been in force
for five years, and at the request of one third of the States varties to the
Convention, and with the concurrence of the majority of the States parties,

a conference of the States parties shall be convened to review the Convention.
This wording corresponds to article XXVI of the Liability Convention. In or

to meet the demands of those delegations which had favoured mandatory marking,
this review clause furthermore expressly states that

:
“"such review shall take into account in particular any relevant

#

technological developments, includinz those relating to the identification

of space objects”.
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Thus an eventual review of the Convention will have to take into account progress
of space technology whereby the provisions of the Convention enabling States
Parties to identify space objects might be adapted accordingly.

Article XTI concerns the withdrawal of States parties from the Convention.
lNotice of withdrawal is permitted one year after entry into force 6f the
Convention, and such withdrawal shall take effect one year thereafter.

This article corresponds to article XXVII of the Liability Convention.

inally, Article XITI refers to the authentic texts of the Convention,

.~ Arabir having been inecluded.

The Draft Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space
thus represents a new and important step forward in the development of snace

law -~ the corpus ruris spatialis -- and will, I am sure, very usefully complement

the existing international agreements in this field, in particular the

Liability Convention. The Draft Convention may not seem to be perfect to all

delegations in all its aspects, but its provisions certainly reflect the common
ground the Legal Sub-Committee was able to obtain after intense and protracted
negotiations whereby concessions had to be made on all sides.-- but concessions

constitute the very essence of consensus. The members of the Legal Bub-Cormittee,

after long efforts and after overcoming quite a number of obstacles, earnestly

‘hoves that this Convention, which it submits to the Committee on the Peaceful

- Uses of Outer Space for approval,will meet the expectations of its vparent

Committee and will, furthermore in due course gain world-wide acceptance.

In conclusion, I now warmly wish to cormend to this Committee the Draft

Convention on Registration of Objeets Launched into Outer Space.

The CIATRMAI:

e have tsken note of the statement of the Chairman of

Working Grouo IT of the Legal Sub-Committes.,
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The CHATIRMAN: 1In accordance withh our programme of work, we shall Q*

commence the general debate. As members will have noticed from the proposedlﬁ
work prograrre, only three and a half meetings will be devoted to the generakﬁ
debate. It will greatly assist the worlt of this session if members of the
Coumittee planning to meke statements during the general debate Will notify :
the Secretary of the Committee in advance of meetings ©° that their nanmes may
sloeed on the list of gpeakers, and it would be particularly helpful if a spggi
time could be mentioned. -

In order that the reneral debate may be arranged in an appropriate manner,
I would also propose that we agree to close the list of speakers 1n  the gen

debate by 12 noon tomorrow, if that meets with the Cormittee’s annroval.

It was so decided.
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Ir. PIRADOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

pussian): This session of our Committee is opening at a very significant time,

when the entire world is closely following the visit of the President of the

nited States, Richard Nixon, to the Soviet Union. It is hard to overestimate

the importance of this event for the destiny of the world and for the development

f international co-operation. For us, members of the United Ilations Committee
pn the Peaceful Uses of OUter Space, it is highly symbolic and gignificant that
bodeyy the inhabitants of many countries are obtaining information by means of
gpace technology about the visit of the Unites States President to our country,
just as, one year ago, they were able by the same means to obtain information
gbout the visit to the United States of the General Secretary of the Central
fommittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Leonid Brezhnev.

Outer space serves the cause of peace; it serves the cause of friendship

and mutual understanding among peoples. Outer space brings people together,

gople who live in the most remote corners of the world, and it makeg them
jitnesses to and in a certain way direct participants in the most important

iternational events. Our task is to assign this noble function for ever to

duter space,

During the year that has elapsed since the last session of the United Nations

Juter Space Committee, the Soviet Union has, in accordance with the directives

€ the Twenty-Fourth Congress of the Communist Party setting forth the five-year
lan, carried out planned implementation of scientific tasks in outer space for

ie purpose of further developing telecommunications, television and meteorological
Orecasting, the study of natural resources, geographic studies and solutions

@-other economic tasks by the use of satellites, automstic and manned apparatus,

#8 vell as fundamental scientific studies of outer space and of the planets of
Ehe

E solar systemn,

Together with the more important events of the past year in the field of

Pace study, we could mention the launching last summer on the Earth-iars

e jectory of four automatic spaceships for the purpose of studying the "red

. et

» that is, Mars, and the launching in September 1973 at a very high orbit
manned spaceship of Soyuz-12.

oTr
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The crew of the Soyuz-13 space ship had on board a small observatory by
means of which various astronomical observations were carried out, among them
observations of the comet Kohoutek, as & result of which very important data
were obtained sbout natural resources and the structure of the earth and its
water-courses.

On 2 June 1974 the Soviet automatic space ship Luna-22 was put into lunar
orbit and that space ship will deal with very important scientific tasks.
After the implementation of a number of manceuvres and after completing the
programme of television photographing, a second, corrective orbit was applied

to the space ship on 13 June, as a result of which its epicentre was raised to

299 kilometres and its pericentre was raised to 181 kilometres. Such an orbit

ensures the appropriate conditions for carrying out studies of the moon's
gravitational field which was begun by the Luna 19 automatic space ship in
1971.

Quite recently, on 25 June 1974, under the study programme for outer
space our country launched the scientific space ship Salut-3. The purpose of
that launching is to perfect the design of space ships, on-board systems and
their apparatus and to carry out scientific and technical studies and
experiments in outer space.

The emergence of the means for space technology has opened up tremendous
possibilities for direct study and conquest of the space surrounding our own
planet. The very scope and variety of these tasks, which can be accomplished

through these scientific methods, make it imperative for international

co-operation among States to be carried out -- all the more so since the fruits

of space study will, in the final analysis, be enjoyed by all mankind. For

example, such studies will promote the creation of peaceful coexistence among
States having different political and social systems. This shows that despite
ideological contradictions and social and economic differences such countries

can begin fruitful scientific and technical co-operation and promote mutual

understanding. The basis for such co-operation is to be found in the principles

of peaceful coexistence of States, mutual respect and, of course, mutual

advantage.
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The Soviet Union is co-operatine with many States which wish to
to make their contribution to the study and conquest of outer space. ¥e have

pusinesslike and co-operative relations with the other

lcountries of the socialist commonwealth. By the joint efforts of those countries,

a broad complex of studies is being carried out under the title "Intercosmos’.

One of the activities of the Intercosmos progfamme was the lahnéhinq of the

earth satellite Intercosmos-ll into outer space on 17 May. On board that space
Ship there was various scientific avparatus which had been manufactured by
specialists of the German Democratic Republic, the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia.
Throughout the seven years of the Intercosmos programme there have been joint
studies of scientists of the socialist commonwealth Which have achieved a very
iigh level. At vresent, space studies are being carried out in four directions:

ce vhygics, space meteorology, space telecommunications gnd snace biolosvy and

jedicine.
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Fach country makes its own appropriate contribution to the joint studies, which
in turn promotes scientific and technical development of the countries concerned,
The two leading space Powers have now been co-operating for a number of
years in the field of space study. A very important event of international scope
was the signing in 1972 during a high-level meeting between Soviet and American
officials of the Agreement on co-operation in the study and use of outer space

for peaceful purposes. Hence, as can be seen, this co-operation is being

achieved, One of its purposes is to provide for the creation of appropriate E

means of docking of Soviet and American manned space ships. The training

programme planned for the joint launching of the Soyuz and

Apollo space ships in 1975 is being carried out very actively and in a very

businesslike atmosphere, Already there have been several meetings of Soviet i

and American astronauts who will participate in this flight; there have also
been meetings of specialists who are preparing this unique experiment.

At the present time, at the space training centre named after Yuri Gagarin,
in the Moscow suburb of Zvezdniy, a meeting is being held between Soviet and
American astronauts. This meeting is not just for the PUrPOSE of getting
acquainted., The working days are filled with training programmes @nd with the
preparation of methods to transfer from one space ship to ancther and other
measures, The implementation of the Soyuz-Apollo project will be an important
step in the development of joint efforts in outer space by the two leading space I
Powers and will open up broad perspectives for strengthening international
co-operation as a whole,

This large programme of joint work in outer space has been carried out
for several years NOWyith India, France, Sweden and a number of other countries.
Co-operation in studying outer space is being carried on very actively between
the Soviet Union and India. For example, we are developing very successful contachs
between Soviet and Indian scientists in carrying out the launching of an Indian
satellite using a Soviet rocket.

In accordance with the agreement concluded in 1966 between the Soviet Union

and France calling for co-operation in the field of the study and conquest of outel

space for peaceful purposes, a number of joint measures are being carried out by

the two cowmtries. In October 1973, in the City of Ajaccio, in Corsica, a
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meeting was held between Soviet and French scientists at which the results of
:the development of co-operation and joint efforts in studying outer space
were drawn up, particularly as regards the fields of space meteorology and
‘gpace communications as well as space biology and medicine. Space biology
represents a very important part of Soviet-French co-operation. These joint
‘experiments will help us solve problems relating to immunology or physiology

in conditions of weightlessness. A decision was taken concerning carrying out

 joint experiments of the "bioblock” type by using artificial satellites.

In the view of the Soviet and French scientists and political lea@e;s,
co-operation between the two countries is proceeding very successfully and has
already made a very useful contribution in the development of space science
and in strengthening friendly relations between France and the Soviet Union.
A clear indication of Irench-Soviet co-operation in matters relating
to outer space is the presentation by the Soviet and French delegations at the

thirteenth session of the Legal Sub-Committee of a joint working document which

 eontained the Draft Principles Governing Remote Sensing of the Farth Resources

from Cuter Space.
' T should now like to comment on the report of the Legal Sub-Committee.
At the outset, I should like to point out that the Soviet delegation has on the
ole a very positive view of the work done by the thirteenth session of this

Bub-Cormittee. As is known, the Legal Sub-Committee's agenda included two high
‘priority items, namely, the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon and the
braft Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space. Bqth these
items were discussed in detail at the session. Furthermore, it was possible to
come to a full nsreerent on the draft convention on registration. Te consider
3%hat to be & very great success in the work of the Sub-Committee and we should
like very sincerely to congratulate all those delegations which participated in
the preparation of this draft.

At the same time, we should like to stress that the Soviet delegation, ;ike
nany other delegations, has always considered both these priority matters as very
Closely interrelated =-- so closely interrelated, in fact, that the Draft Convention

jh-negistrztion includes a reference to the Moon treatw. That has reflected the
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general hope that work on both these drafts will be concluded more or less in
the same time,

CGuided by a spirit of mutual understanding and our desire to achieve

constructive results, our delegation will not insist that the Draft Convention

on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space should be submitted for

the approval of the General Assembly only at the same time as the Draft Treaty

Relating to the Moon. However, we should like to state that the preparation of

the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon remains a priority item on the agenda of

the Legal Sub-Committee, and on that of the Committee as a whole, and it should

be completed within a very short time.
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In particular, we suggest that, following last year's example, during this

session of the Committee a working group should be set up to deal with the draft
moon treaty and to study the possibilities of settling promplty all outstanding

questions in the light of the results of the work of the thirteenth session of the

Legal Sub-Committee. These possibilities are available; they do exist.

Thus during the session of the Legal Sub-Committee a certain change in the

positions of a number of delegations was observed as regards the question of the

" natural resources of the moon. Interesting proposals were made by the delegations

of Bulgaria, Mongolia and Czechoslovakia, and those proposals have enabled us to
assess very soberly the possible approaches to solving this question.

The most promising solution to the problem, however, was to be found in the
original text of the draft treaty that was submitted by the Soviet Union. Its

basic purpose was that there should not be included in the draft moon treaty a

‘provision concerning the régime for the use and exploitation of the moon's natural
‘resources -- while keeping open the possibility of preparing, at a subsequent phase,

‘a special international agreement on the natural resources of the moon. We consider

the expression of this realistic approach to be one of the most important results

of the past session of the Legal Sub-Committee, and we call on all delegations not

‘to lose valuable time and to study this approach very carefully.

The Legal Sub-Committee held a lengthy discussion on the legal regulation of
activities in the field of direct television broadcasting. We welcome the fact
that the Sub-Committee came to a concrete formulation of the draft of the
FOrresponding principles that were prepared for the purpose of concluding an
;hternational agreement or agreements, as is provided for in General Assembly
resolution 2916 (XXVII). Only the first step has been taken:; only the bases of these
texts have been prepared, because these texts are full of brackets. However, this

is g very important step in the right direction, and one which, we do not doubt,

.
Will lead us to success.

The Soviet delegation considers the problem of settling and regulating
8ctivities in the field of direct television broadcasting to be one of the most

important problems of medern space law, and this is evidenced by the draft

Convention submitted by the Soviet Union in 1972.
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We call on the Committee to give this problem its most careful attention
and to direct its Legal Sub-Committee to continue the preparation of principles
governing activities in the field of direct television broadcasting as a

high-priority item on its agenda. '
1

We consider it important to stress that it is not the Working Group on Direct

Television Broadcasting, but rather the Legal Sub=~Committee itself, which, in our
view, should deal with this very important, responsible task. Only the Legal
Sub-Committee is able to approach this task with all due understanding of the

political and legal problems involved.

Finally, the Sub-Committee carried out an interesting exchange of views on
the legal regulation of activities in the field of remote sensing of the earth, I

have already mentioned the joint Soviet.-French draft of princivles in this

field which was presented at the Sub-Committee's session. We are also familiar

with other proposals on the problem of remote sensing. Our delegation has
consistently proclaimed the need of preparing an international legal document

that would regulate activities on remote earth sensing, and we believe that this
matter also deserves priority consideration in the Leral Sub-Committee's work. Ve
are ready to hold a very broad exchanre of views with interested delerations

for the purpose of accelerating the preparation of such a document.

We have before us alsc the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committes

on the work of its eleventh session, which was held last April.- .This document

gives us reason to state that the Sub-Committee has achieved certain specific
results in its work. The basic item on which that Sub-Committee's attention
has recently been concentrated is that of remote sensing of the earth. In the
Sub-Committee's report we see a recommendation that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations be requested to carry out broad studies on the question of
organizing international co-operation in this field and on the

financial implications of such studies. We hope that suth studies will

enable the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee to carry out useful work in

connexion with the problem of remote sensing of the earth.
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In evaluating the results of the work done by the Working Group on Remote
‘gensing of the Larth by Satellites, which submitted its final report to the
&mb—ﬂommitteeg we are inclined to conclude that that Working Group has fulfilled
its task. We believe that further consideration of the technical and
organizational aspects of remote sensing should be carried out directly in the
Geientific and Technical Sub-Committee itself, without convening another working
Igioup for that purpose at this session. Thus this whole problem should be
concentrated in the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee, and all legal aspects
of this problem should be entrusted to the Legal Sub-Committee.

At the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee's session
néreat attention was given to the United Nations programme on the applications
This programme has been applied for some years now and,

However, the questions of the most rational

of space technology.
generally speaking, successfully.
;iilization of the resources and funds assigned to the programme  and of the most
promising fields of activity for the programme are, in the view of our delegation,
of extremely timely importance.

llow I should like to address a few words to Yr. Abdel-Ghani,
Director of the Outer Space Affairs Division.

We have known ilr. Abdel-Ghani for some time now and we very highly appreciate
‘his merits. We are very sorry to see him leaving us today, but we wish

Ef" success in the new career he has chosen; we wish him good health and happiness.,
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I am very pleased to announce to Mr. Abdel-Ghani that the Soviet Academy
of Sciences has entrusted me with the honour of presenting to him a memorial
medal and a letter from the Soviet Intercosmos Society because of his {
contribution to the development of international co-operation in the conquest
of space, and I shall do this with great pleasure immediately after the
conclusion of today's meeting. %

Our Committee also has before it a number of items which could be grouped
together under the title of organizational matters. As might be inferred from;l

my statement, the Soviet delegation does not consider it useful to convene in

1975 any of the Committee's Working Groups. In view of the fact that we have sue

important subject Sub-Committees as the two which we do have, we do not consides
it useful to create additional working groups because by so doing we would be
departing from our basic task, which is that of focusing all our attention on .
the Sub-Committees' work, rather than diverting our attention from the _
Sub-Committees' work to the Working Groups' work.

We would also like to suggest that we review the decision that has been
taken by the Committee concerning the rotation of the sessions of its Legal
Sub-Committee between Geneva and New York and, beginning in 1975, to hold
sessions of that Sub-Committee only in Geneva. The reasons for which the
Soviet delegation favoured the abrogation of the rotation system have been i
set forth on many occasions and I hardly need repeat them.

I should simply like to add that, upon the request of the Soviet
delegation, the Secretariat of the United Nations Office in Geneva prepared a
document concerning the financial implications of holding séssions of the
Sub-Committee in Geneva, which has been appended to the Sub-Committee's
document. We see from this document that, after the introduction of the new
system of United Nations planning and financing, holding the Legal
Sub-Committee's session in Geneva would not be more expersive than i

holding them in New York snd, as a matter of fact, would be much cheaper.
Furthermore, the United Nations Secretariat in Geneva would prefer to use this

period of time for various types of meetings because it considers it a rather

slack period.
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It seems to us that all this represents a very good reason for holding
the fourteenth session of Legal Sub-Committee in Geneva during the months of
‘March and April 1975. We would request you, Mr. Chairman, on the basis of the
very authoritative conclusions drawn by the United Nations Secretariat in
Geneva, to arrange for the necessary measures and to prepare the appropriate
- documents and recommendations for the General Assembly, which would provide
 for the convening of the fourteenth and all following sessions of the Legal
 Sub-Committee in Geneva, and this on a permanent basis.

As to the sessions of the Committee itself, our past two years of
experience has demonstrated the difficulties that have srisen in preparing
these sessions. We therefore would prefer to go back to the previous
j@rocedure when sessions of the Committee were held at the end of August and
j'Zt,he beginning of September.

Allow me, Mr. Chairman, to wish you and all our colleagues on the

‘Conmittee every possible success in their work at this session.

The CHAIRMAN: I wonder whether any delegation wishes at this stage

to participate in the general debate.

Mr. VELLODI (India): I do not wish to participate in the general
debate since the statement of the Indian delegation is not ready. With your
Permission, Mr. Chairman, I should like to refer to a point that was
\Contained in the extremely important statement that was just made by the

delegation of the Soviet Union. May I do so?

The CHATRMAN: I suppose that we should perhaps first listen to

Statements in the general debate and then deal with various parts of them
When the appropriate time comes. So perhaps the representative of India would
Teserve his comments for the items on the agenda under which the relevant

Part of the statement came.
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Mr. VELLODI (India): With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I should
like to make the point at this stage because it is rather important, certainly
for my delegation, to know what you intend doing regarding the suggestion which
T believe has been made in the Soviet statement that we might during the meet
of the main Committee at this session have -- if I understand correctly —-- a

meeting of Working Group I-on the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon. Perhaps T

have misunderstood the statement but if I was correct in understanding that it

is the Soviet suggestion that such an attempt might be made during this session,

as was done last year, then I would like to make two observations.

One is that last year we did considef the legal questions during the
meetings of the main Committee, if I remember right, primarily because the
Legal Sub-Committee last year made a recommendation to that effect. As far asJ
I know, the Legai-Sub;Cbmmittee has not made any recommendation to that effect
at this time. The Legal Sub-Committee's work waé over a month ago, and altho

I say this with some hesitation, because my delegation would be the last to

come in the way of any progress or any attempts at making progress in this ;

important issue concerning the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon, we do have
practical difficulties.

Our delegation is not equipped as of now to deal, whether in an informal
working group or in formal session, with the Draft Treaty Relating to the Moon.
As you know, Mr. Chairman, we do have the sea-bed meetings in Caracas, to which
our legal people have gone, and I am not sure whether the Chairman of the Legﬁ?
Sub-Committee is expected to be present during our session. These are just y

points that I would like to mention, because the earlier the decision is

taken, the better, Mr. Chairman. If you take a decision that we must consider

this and follow it up, please let us know soon enough so that we can make

arrangements.

ek /18/ck1 A/AC.105/PV.131

76

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to say that the Chairman certainly cannob

bile or decide whether or not to set up a working sroup. It may be recalled that,

B th record to certain recormendations and wishes expressed by the Lesal

e h-Cormittee last year, we decided on a procedure to pursue consultations anong

urselves to achieve progress on the two nain Conventions before the Lesal
b_Cormittee at that time. We adopted that decision at the last session of the
ittee in order to achieve progsress.

We certainly could not meet here as Working Group I of the Legal

Jub-Committee, because that Working Group belonps to the Legal Sub-Cormittee and

& not a sub-organ of this Cormittee. However, I an prepared, if the Committee
® wishes, and if there is a peneral feeling that we should proceed with
bnsultations, to assist in arranging for delegations to enpage 1n sucy
Snsultations. Now, a desire to that effect has been expressed by the Soviet
gation, and if further delepgations should wish procedures for consultations

S be set up, I think the Committee could provide some mechanism under the
srmal chairmanship of any delepation willing to assume that function.

T see from the report of the Legal Sub-Committee that in Geneva Working

Youp I was represented by the representative of Hungary, Working Group II by

representative of Austria and Working Group III by the representative of India.

uld follow that pattern, or any other pattern agreeable to the Cormittee, and
t up a working group.

At this stage, however, I do not feel that I have heard enough comments from
e Cormittee on this natter. I shall therefore take note of the suggestion of
€ representative of the Soviet Union, and perhaps in the course of tomorrow,
len further statements will be made in the general debate, the Committee will
S in o better position to see what it should do in this matter.

At present , there is only one nare on the list of speakers for the 132nd
:’ing, scheduled for tomorrow at 10.30 a.m. I would appeal to those delegatione

ng to speak in the general debate to place their names on the list of

£ers before leaving this room.
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(The Chairman)

In the light of past experience, I would also appeal to members to come to
meetings at the appointed hour. I shall try to call meetings to order as close 4g
the scheduled time as possible -~ 10.30 in the morning and 3 o'eclock in the
afternoon. 1In recent years we have lost considerable time. As I said earlier,
Just three and a half meetings are reserved for the general debate, so please
us go forward tomorrow morning by keeping very close to the schedule.

I wish to announce that an informal meeting will take nlace in Conference |

Room 6 at 2.30 p.m. tomorrow -- that is, just before our afternoon meeting ~-- fop | I

the purpose of drafting the questionnaire referred to earlier.

The meeting rose at 5.50 p.m.
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Corrigendum wi

Page 36, line 4, and pages 37-53, carry-over line

For Mr. TURK read Mr, TUERK ::m
‘Pages 38-40 f1p

I
Lines 14 and 15: for The Committee read The Sub~Committee lww

Page 43 {1

I Line 21: after under the chairmanship of the insert distinguished '!
‘Page L6

Line 29: after Convention on Registration insert is Ll
Page 48 '

|
Line 2hk: after Register insert a full stop |

Page 51
Line 29: for arrangement read arrangements
Page 53

Line 12: for corpus ruris spatialis read corpus Jjuris spatialis

Lines 20 and 21 should read li

hope that this Convention, which they submit to the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space for approval, will meet the expectations of their parent

M-830000 0 =




