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The meeting wes called to order at 3.10 p.m.

GENERAL DEBATE (continued)
Mr. CONTEH (Sierra Leone): Conscious of the fact that we have

limited time at our disposal and that the work load befeore us is very heavy,
I shall be brief with the very few comments I have to make resarding
our iten.

Mr. Chairman, please permit me to associate myself with those sentiments
already expressed to you by previous speakers and alsc with those expressed
to the Government and people of the Republic of Austria for offering to
host the meetings of the twentieth session of our Cormmittee. Less than one
week ago, the Austrian Government also acted as host to a training seminar
organized by the United Hations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)
at which 28 participants from developing countries were in attendance for a period
of three weeks. The cost, I understand, was borne by the Govermnent of Austria.

The theme of that seminar was the Hew International Peonomic Order and
Multilateral Diplomacy. The outcome of that seminar is not, I agree, the
business of this Committee, but perhaps its relevance to some of us is the
gesture of goodwill on the part of the Government of Austria and the emphasis
placed by most speakers in this Committee on the need to assist developing
countries to develop.

T +yrn now to some specific issues relating to ocur agenda. My delepgation
appreciates the very excellent job our two Sub-Committees have done and
would like to express its thanks to both their Chairmen and to the Chairmen of
the various working groups.whose tasks were no less difficult.

My delegation strongly believes that there is a need for a United Hations
conference on outer space matters, notwithstanding the proposed conference
on science and technology for development scheduled for 1972. Indeed,
tremendous strides have been made in the field of space technology, and
perhaps endeavours might be necessary not only to take stock of those strides
but also, as the President of Austria said in Lig address to us:

“tc point with vision and imagination to the way in which these

extraordinary humen achievements can to an even greater extent alleviate

human misery and social and economic injustice...”. (160th meetins, B. 6)
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e sre indeed aware of the fact that the United Hations Conference on
Seience and Technology for Development will provide a forum for considerable
discussion of watters related to space applications, especially when it is
preceded by one on outer space matters, but I do not foresee the complications
that one forum may on the other. The holding of a post-1979 space
conference will therefore be most welcome to my delegation. The problems are
there, but they must not be over--emphasized so that we lose sight of
their solution.

The issue of remote sensing of the earth is as complex as the technologsy
itself, especially when one stops to think about the very wide gap in
the possession of this technology. Therefore, the view expressed by the
Swedish delegation that all the technical aspects relating to remote sensing
will be clarified when dealing with its legal questions is a laudable one.

And here I emphasize the need for good faith. The motive of good faith applies
not only to international relations but is of particular importance to the
strengthening of the United Wations.

It is the view of my delegation that the time has come for us to act

with courage in order to arrive at an acceptable compromise on the issue of
direct television broadcasting by satellites, which has been with us for quite a

while now. The Swedish and Canadian delegations have put forth proposals with
which my delegation seems to be in sympathy. I therefore look forward to our

reaching a definite conclusion on this issue at this session.

Mr. MOGHTADERI (Tran): We of the Iranian delegation wish to eXpress

our appreciation to the esteemed President of the Republic of Austria for his
kind remarks and for the opportunity to meet in this beautiful city of Vienna.
Everywhere in Vienna there exists a harmony of beauty, art and music. We are

certain, Mr. Chairman, that under your skilled direction and in such a beautiful

environment, our deliberations here will reflect a2 similar harwmony.
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As we acknowledgze the passing of the first 20 years of man's venture into
space, the gquickening of the technological pace in space science increases
the urpency for consensus in the principles that will govern the activities
that are made possible by that science. The shbility to improve agpects of
our space technology -- for example, the spatial resolution of satellite
imagery .- requires a concurrent ability to govern the use and distribution

of the more definitive data and information which result.
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Similarly, the technological progress in the ability to deliver educational
and informetional services to remote areas by satellite direct television
proadcasting requires equal progress in the ability to preserve the sovereign
integrity of neighbouring States. While we investigate the phenomena of
space, we must realize thet parallel levels must be established between the
scientific capability to perform a space-related function and the legal
capability to govern that performance in a menner that promotes equity and
peace between States,

Twenty years ago man's horizons were expanded exponentially as Sputnik,
the historic achievement of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, penetrated
the traditional atmospherie barrier of space. The report of the Seientific
and Technical Sub-Committee on the work of its fourteenth session documents the
dramatic progress that has followed that initial launching. The subsequent
proliferation of activities by a growing number of States substantiates the
practical aspects of this new science.

In particular, remote sensing of the earth by satellite appears to provide
a practical tool for assessment and management of a State's physical resources.
Even with its previous level of spatial resolution, remote sensing allows broad
inventories of a State's cultivated land, its arable land suitable for
cultivetion and its land being damaged by erosion. The finite resources of a
State must be protected so that renewable resources, such as agricultural
erops, forests and sea life, can be harvested to sustain the people and the
State's economy. Satellite remote sensing provides a tool for a eyclical
comperison system to monitor the conservation of these natural resources.

e seek to preserve our seas through remote sensing of increased pollution
levels which threaten the very viability of sea life. We share the view of
the delegation of the United Kingdom in the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee that the function of monitoring sea pollution by remote sensing
is perhaps an appropriate agenda item to be undertaken by the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. The problem of sea pollution is not discrete to the
territorial waters of any State, and vast areas of seas are under the sovereign
Jurisdiction of States that do not possess the necessary resources to mdertake

Honitoring activities. In esteblishing this task as a United Nations project,
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all States can participate to the 1limit of their scientific capability. Barlier
programmes of weather information systems and communication systems, both of
which have been operational, demonstrate the potential acceptability of this
approach when the interests of all States are involved.

Establishment of standard definitions of "data” and "information™, or
the expanded terms of "primary data’ and "enalysed information", would contribute
to a common scientific and legal language with which to describe the text and
context of agreements on remote sensing. Working papers submitted by the
delegations of France, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
Belgium suggest several means of categorizing the preliminary and processed
products of remote sensing. The matter of spatial resolution, in the working
paper in document A/AC.105/C.1/L.95, becomes a critical definition when related
to the lpgal question of dissemination of primary data and analysed information
to third%party States. The capability of remote sensing of the earth with
spatial resolutions of less than 50 metres makes the legal gquestion of a
State's sovereignty over information cbtained by remote sensing more pressing
than before.

Thus the relationship of activities between the Scientific and Technical
Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub~-Committee is apparent. The co-ordination of
the activities between the two Sub-Committees should be enhanced, by
whatever means prove mosf effective.

Tn the area of "Existing and planned space and ground segments', the
information papers submitted to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
by the Secretariat were extremely useful reviews of the activities of our Member
States. We compliment the Secretariat on these comprehensive papers, and
we congratulate those States whose achievements are cited. &s Iran prepares
to establish a ground receiving station for receiving and processing remotely
gsensed data, we find the information which the Secretariat also provided on
certain equipment for image analysis and interpretation in document
A/AC.105/C.1/1..88 to be of particular value. These types of informational
analyses contribute to the progress of States entering the experimental and

pre~operational phases of space applications.
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As we speak on the activities of the Legal Sub-Committee, we wish to add
our endorsement to the tribute paid to the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee,
Mr. Wyzner of Poland. His 10 years of wise and able leadership have been a
major contribution to the accomplishments of this Committee. Our highest regards
also go to Miss Kwen Chen, Secretary of the Legal Sub-Committee, as she leaves
her post after 15 years.

Regarding the legal implications of remote sensing, the elaboration by the
Legal Sub-~Committee of draft principles VI through XTI is to be strongly commended.
While the delegation of Iran would welcome the elsboration of the draft principle
concerning the permanent sovereignty of all States over their wealth and natural
resources, as well as the inalienable right to dispose of those resources,
and information thereon, we recognize with appreciation the progress already
accomplished. The recognition of the important contribution that remote sensing
can provide in the economic development of a State will accelerate the evolution
of this application from experimental and pre-operational to operational.
Activities in agricultural crop assessment, as well as experiments in mineral-
deposit identification and other non-agricultural applications have added a
special dimension to remote sensing in so far as developing States are concerned.
The continued inclusion of those States in the scientific training and
experimentation of more advanced States and agencies is of the highest importance.
The record of assistance to students and officials of developing States stands
to the credit of those States and agencies and to the credit of the efforts of
this Committee,

Regarding the question of satellite direct broadcasting, our sincere
congratulations go to Chairman Wyzner for the achievements of the Group under
his direction. With the notable progress in drafting principles relating to the
remaining questions of “consent and participation”, or as we now call it
"eonsultation and agreements between States", "progremme content” and “unlawful/

inadmissible broadeasts”, we acknowledge his wise and patient leadership.
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His success gives rise to the hope that the principles governing direct
broadcasting from satellites will scon be the subject of a plenary consensus among
States. Certainly the agreement and plan concluded at the World Administrative Radio
Conference for the Plarning of Broadcasting Satellite Service held in Geneva in
January and February of this year is a significant contribution to the resolution of
questions of State-to-State broadcasting and spillover.

The principle of respect for State sovereignty and non-interference in the
internal affairs of States is of primary importance. The delegation of Iran
reiterates our continuing adherence to that basic concept. Prior agreements between
the broadcasting and the receiving States ensure that this sovereignty is properly
observed.

As in other States whose scientific communities are investigating the benefits
of educational direct television broadcasts, particularly to the remote areas of the
State, Iran féresees a great potential for this application. Because direct

television broadcasting will represent a new element in the lives of the people, the

integrity of the programme content is of great concern. Delicate scecial and culturﬁ.g

values must be considered, and such consideration is both the responsibility and the
prerogative of the governing State.

As further consideration is given to the draft preamble and the body of the
draft principle on the matter‘of consultation and agreements between States, we are
confident that a proper balance between the principles of the free flow of

information and respect for the sovereign rights of States will be achieved. The

ultimate conclusion of agreements governing direct television broadecasis will provideg

a proper context in which States can pursue their educational and communications
programmes.

In conclusion, may we speak briefly of our current space-related activities in
Tran.

Since 1974, when the United States and Iran executed a memorandum of
understanding which provided for co-operation between the scientists of the United
States National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and our own scientific
community, we have been developing plans and proposals for the establishment of &
centre for receiving and processing remotely sensed data. Our interests are
concentrated in the areas of cartography, land use, inventories of agricultural
crops, forests and geological applications. The tracking and receiving facility has -

been specifically designed to receive LANDSAT and NOAA data. The system will be

Ri/3/ad

A/AC.105/PV.172
i2

(Mr. Moghtaderi, Iran)

installed at a specifically developed site at Shahdasht-Karaj, which is about 50
xilometres from Teheran. This facility is projected to be cperational later in 1977
or early in 1978,

Associated with the tracking and receiving facility will be a large-scale
slectronic data processing facility. This electronie data processing system will
process high density digital tapes from NOAA and NASA into corrected computer-
compatible tapes and into laser-beam-produced imagery. This system, which will also
be located at the Shahdasht site, ig expected to be operational in 1978.

Because the Government of Iran has reasoned that the maximum potential utility
of LANDSAT dats exists in digital image processing and analysis, a propesal for the
development and procurement of ar advanced digital system is being evaluated. It is
envisaged that this system will be operational in 1978 also.

Conecurrent with these activities, intensive training is going on both in the
scientific and technical facets and in the management applications of remote-sensing
techniques to various programme chjectives. To assist in the proper utilization and
menagement of the data, a data management system is being procured for implementation
during 1978.

The experience of India in pre-operational experiments in educational
television broadecasts direct from satellites to remote areas is under study for
application to our own scientific needs. We continue to pursue the study of the
communications capabilities which direct broadeasting from satellites can provide.

Thus the Government of Iran joins the new legion of States whose eyes are lifted
to the newly broadened horizons of space. We are determined to ensure that the
benefits of this science shall be directed to the betterment of the people of
developed and developing States alike.

Mr. ARAI (Japan): Mr. Chairman, at the outset my delegation wishes to
associate itself with previous speakers in expressing its pleasure at seeing you once
Again presiding over this session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
?Paceg which is this year marking the twentieth amniversary of man's first venture
to outer space and also the tenth anniversary of the Outer-Space Treaty.

My delegation-would also like to express its deep gratitude to the Government of
the Republic of Austria for hosting the current session here in this beautiful city

of vy . . . .
Vienna with such warm hospitality. In particular, we are most grateful to the
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President of the Republic of Austria for his opening statement honouring this
Conference.

My delegation is convinced that under your experienced and wise guidance,
M. Chairman, this Committee will hold meaningful deliberations in a spirit of
internaticnal understanding and co-operation and will thereby make further
contributions to the peaceful uses of outer space in the interests and for the
benefit of all mankind. My delegation is prepared to co-operate fully with you in

the discharge of your important task during this two-week session.

e
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Since man's venture into outer space opened a new page in our history
20 years ago, spectacular achievements have been made in the fields of space
science and technology, and consequently these practical applications to bring
about benefits to all mankind are becoming more and more important to our
international community of nations. Such applications are indeed of global
concern and do require international co-operation. In this connexion my
delegation is of the firm view that there would be an important role for ‘the
United Nations ~- particularly this Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space —— to play in encouraging the co-operation of all nations.

Speaking for Japan,my country has thus far successfully launched
seven scientific and three applications satellites. Among them, my delegation
would like to make particular reference to a satellite called Bngineering Test
Satellite II (ETS II), which was launched last February by the National Space
Development Agency of Japan and which has become Japan's first geosynchronous
satellite. The relevant information on this satellite is contained in a
United Nations document which was circulated recently. These are some of our
latest activities in this area, and Japan is determined to make sustained
efforts to advance further its own technology for the exploration and use of
outer space and the practical applicaiion thereof, thus making considerable
contributions to the promotion of economic and social welfare, particularly
in developing countries.

Now let me turn to the substantial work of this Committee, which is to
review the work contained in the latest reports of its two Sub-Committees.

Firstly, I should like to deal with the report of the Legal Sub-~Committee.
Regarding the moon treaty, my delegation takes note of the statement in the report
of the Chairman of Working Group I of the Sub-Committee that, despite the efforts
made by a great number of delepgations, no text relating to this issue was
agreed upon. Accordingly, there still remain before us three main isgsues:
lamely, the guestion of the natural resources of the moon, the scope of the
treaty and the information to be furnished on the mission to the moon.
llovever, my delegation notes with appreciation the three reference papers

Compiled by the Secretariat, which contain all the drafts and working papers
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submitted by delegations and the texts formulated or approved by the Working
Group and the Sub-Committee on the foregoing three outstanding issues. It

is my delegation's hope that the next session of the Legal Sub-Committee will
make continued efforts to work out a generally acceptable formula on a
consensus basis.

With regard to the question of direct television broadecasting satellites, my

delegation takes note with appreciation of the statement in the report of Mr. Wyzner

in his capacity as-Chairman_ of Working Group II of the Sub-Committee to the effect
that, in an effort to harmonize the differing views of delegations and in

order to facilitate general agreement, the Working Group proceeded to formulate

a tentative text of a principle of "consultation and agreements between

States” and a draft preamble, the former seeking to replace the text of the
principle of “consent and participation”.

It is the understanding of my delegation, hovwever, that the aforementioned
tentative text of a principle of “consultation and agreements between States"
and a draft\preamble were formulated to serve for further deliberatioms, and
the delegation of Japan would be prepared to participate in such deliberations.

With regard to the question of remote sensing of the earth from space,
my delegation notes with satisfaction that the Sub-Committee has successiully
formulated the texts of six additional draft principles on the basis of the
common elements previously' agreed upon, which owes s0 much to the outstanding
chairmanship of Mr. Tuerk, then representative of fustria in Working Group ITI
of the Sub-Committee.

As for the question of the proposed drafting of a principle relating to the
permanent sovereignty of States over their natural resources and information
with respect thereto, there were no common elements jidentified despite the
extensive discussions held at the last session of the Sub-Committee. Therefore,
the text within special brackets in appendix A to the report of the Chairman
of Working Group III should not be interpreted, in our view, as an agreed

text on this issue.

¢
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Regarding the proposal concerning the tenth anniversary of the Treaty on
Outer Space my delegation is pleased to endorse the draft resolution contained
in paragraph 13 of the report of the Sub-Committee, to be forwarded by this
domuittee to the thirty.-second session of the General Assembly for considersation
and adoption.

How I should like to turn to the report of the Scientific and Technical
dub~Conmittee. Regarding the question of remote sensing of the earth from
svace, my delegation wishes to express its deep appreciation to the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Comnittee for its work on the dz2finitions of the terms

"data’ and “information’, since this will be most useful to the Legal

Sub-Committee in considering legal implications of rcemote sensing., My
delegation hopes that the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comnittee will continue
its worl on this issue with a view to facilitating future deliberations by the
Legal Sub--Committee.

With regard to the proposals made by some delegations at the last gession
of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee for classifying deta derived from
remote sensing, my delepation believes that the aforcmentioned proposals for date
classification should be subject to our careful study in the future.

As for the United Wations programme on space applications, to which my
Government atitaches great importance, my delegation would be pleased to
approve the relevant part of the report of the Sub-Committee.

Finally, with reserd to the guestion of convening a United Hations
conference on outer space, my delegation is prepared to support the recommendation
contained in the report of the Sub-Committee that this Committee consider,
iBEE{_g}igj the establishment of a small tasl force or an ad hoe working group
of Member States to study the specific objectives, organizational aspects
and financial implications and so on and to report to the next session of the

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee.
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v, DAYRELL de IIMA (Brazil): l¥. Chairmen, on behalf of the delegation

o7 Brazil, I would like to express our profound gratitude to the Government of
Mustris Tor hosting this session of the United Wations Committee on the Peaceful
Usas of Outer Space. We have been welcomed to inspiring Vienna in a manner
which indeed only confirms the well-known traditional gualities of hospitality,
congeniality and elegance of the Austrisn people. We have been deeply honoured
by the presence of His Excellency ir. Rudolph Kirchschlager, Federal President
of t.-2 Republic of Austria, at the opening of our session, and we wish to thank
your Foreign :iinister for receiving us last evening.

Sir, it is with great pleasure that the Brazilian delegation is once more
taking part in the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space under

your able and experienced leadership. As meny delegations and you have stressed,

,

ctis year wmarks a series of significant coumemorations relating to the conquest

of outer gnace by man which began 20 years ago.

ol

It is only fitting, therefore,

that we siould express at this time, in the general debate, considerations of a

more ample nature reflecting our views on the fundamental tasks which have been
“

undertaken by the United HWations since this Committee came into being in 1957,

and also on our prospects for the future.

Prazil attaches the utmost importance to international co-operation in the
peaceful exploration and use of outer space, a concept which, in our case, is
daily -being translated into practice by several joint undertakings with other
nations in scientific and technological fields and is traditionally represented
in this Committee Ly our most sincere and concrete sndeavours.

International co-operation in this field could not ve better expressed, in
our view, than by the encouragement of an orderly development of space activities
carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries, irrespective
of their stage of economic or scientific development, and in a manner that should
contemplate both the enthusiastic encouragement of teclmological advancement and
the necessary extension of the rule of law beyond the tevrestrial sphere.

Ten years after the coming into force of the Treaty on Prinicoles Governing
the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, Brazil, a
party to this international instrument, reaffirms its importance and value as

the basic norm for the activities of States in space. The accelerated development
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of snace technology and the ever-growing nusber of its applications, which have

irect bearing on the life of man on earth, havebrought about, nevertheless,

=]

a

- e

constant =laboration by the international community of other inbernational

D

th
instruments destined to regulate specific aspects of these activities, thus
strengthening and giving more substance to the process of establishing & legal
framework for outer space vhich was installed by the 1907 Treaty.

Tt seems clear to us that this tendency towards the elaboration of a
soecific legal framework for each space application, or for those situations wnich
are not referred to in the 1967 Treaty, obeys a dynamic of its own, related to
the development of technology and the ever-proving awareness of its Lupsct on the
1ife of nations, and is in tune with the constant enhancement of international
co-operation.

We should emphasize in this context that the bulk of these activities -—-
althouzh undertaken in outer space, where peaceful exploration and use are free,
according to the Outer Space Treaty - in their application exert a direct
influence on the economic, social and political spheres of sovereign States.
Therefore, in our opinion, international co-oneration in this field should not
be resiricted to arrangements of a purely gseientific or technical nature and be
deprived of the necessary advance backing of agreed norms that would explicitly
determine the rights and Auties of States in the undertaking of these activities.

Tt also seems clear to us that, as the 1907 Treety affirms, the exploration
and use of outer space should be carried out for the benefit and in the interests
of 2ll countries, whatever their stage of development. Thet is tantemount to
stressing the particular relevance for the less-favoured countries not only of the
enormous benefits that will be avaeilable to them through the utilization of
certain spsce techniques but also of the possible nefarious uses of these nev
techniques agoinst their less well-protected interests. It does not seem
Justifiable, in particular, that space activities, especially those which are
related to applications of direct interest to tue less-developed countries,
should evolve in a climate of total laissez~faire which would conceal under the
cloak of rationality new ways for an abusive exercise of pover by those who exert

control over technology, or which would deliberately consolidate faits accouplis

Dolicies,
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The position of Brzzil on matters related to outer spice is nased on our

aflierence to the general principles of the Treaby oa Outer Spuce. Of particular

relevance are the followins principles: first, the common interest of mankind

in the exvloration and use of outer space; second, national non-appropriation of
outer space, the moon and other celestinl bodies; third, the exclusively pzaceful
ubilization of outer cpace; fourth, the encouragement of international
co-oneration; and fifth, internationsl responsibility of States in their outer-
space activities.

Tt is the view of my delegation that the following elements unfold naturally
from the congideration of these principles contained in the 1967 Treaty:

Pirst, in tihose cases whare certain space applications have a direct
incidence in the process of economic and social development, and in the political
end lemal sphere of States, their smovereign rights have to be respacted.

Second, the special interests of the develoning countries in the benefits
of space applications should be recoznized.

Third, oute£ space, the moon and other celestial bodies should be considered
55 the common heritage of mankind. This principle should apply to situations
wliere, in practice, the existence of dissimilar conditions between Btates in
th= exploration and use of.outer space could imply a de facto occupation
or the depletion of rescurces of a finite character and of universal interest.
These situations require interndtionslly arsreed and specific régimes that should

recornize the rights and duties of all the parties affected and concerned.
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Fourth, the adobtion of specific measures for the imposition of a
strictly peaceful uss of outer space in the context of nesotiations towards
seneral and complete disarmament under effective international control should
be wrgently vromoted. ilot only should we prohibit the empiécement in
space of objects carrying nuclear weapons or other tynes of weapons of
mass destruction -~ which has already been done -~ but we should also exclude
the use of dny equipient of a rilitary nature in cuter snace or its use for other
hestile purposes. Verification systems and international safeguard clazuses should
be arreed vpon in this context

Fifth, the necessity of the promotion of an equitable transfer of
technology in this field should be recognized. Scientific and technological
develonwent should be undertaken in the conidext of a new international
economic order,

Bixth 4t is only fair to ask those countries which undertool the
pioneering task of exploration and use of outer space to undertake, with the
sapie enthusiasm, the consequent reponsibilities which fall upon them in terms
of ensuring an orderly development of thelr space activities, taking into account
the lesitimate interests and the sovereign rights of other States, through
the nerotiation of internationally agreed and binding instruments.

Seventh, it is high time that we take a decision on the definition and
delinitation of the concept of "outer space’, so as to clarify first of all
the question of the scope and field of application of the 1967 outer space Treaty.
Ye should also develop & solid base for the study of the question of the
general use of geostationary orbits. My delegabion supmorts the inclusion of
an item relating to the study of this particulaer question. As I nointed out
beforeg the existence of dissimilar conditions amony States in the use of this
orbit, for example, can result in the de facto occupation and the exhaustion of
this rinite resource of general interest. This situation recuires an internationally
AZreed répine which would recogznize the sui seneris character of the orbit
the rights of oll parties concerned. There is no incoumpatibility here between
general principles of the Outer -Space Treaty and a special treatment for
{eostationary orbit, as the very scome of apnlication of this Treaty has not

been clearly defined. The support of my delepgation for the study by this ¥
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Committee or onpe of its Sub Comwudiftees of this inportant matter does not

o eourse prejudge the Torm vhich will be taken by such an internationally acveed

réwine Tor this sul mensris situation.
Tighth, ths United “ations constitutes the focal point Ffor internationsal

co-operation in outer space, and it will of course assume an increasingly immortant

co ordinating role in this fie2d. In this context the Outer -Snace Committee

should exereise its co-ordinating functions to itz full capability. The
Cisperszion of efforts brought sbout by the ecreation of new subsidiary
Lodies or

ranels should rot, in the viev of our delesation be %{

cncourag ec

hould maintain a strons link between the

L its applications and the necessary
legal instruments to resulste sctivities of States in this field.
There 1s not necessarily a contradiction between the stren~thening of

internati opal co-operation in outer space and rospect for the leritimate

interests and sovereign rights of States. The coning of age of new space technologies

of ~lcbal reach should not conflict with the principles laid down in the
United Mations Cuarter itself.
Tenth, amons the nore evident sovereipn rishts of States rained by

the introduction of space aprlications,

the following could be enumervated: $
States to onpose the utilization of space applications vhich would
astrictions of thelr sovereirnty over their natural resources or which

mould constitute an obatacle to the full implementation of progsrammes essential to

their economic development the rishts of States regardins data and informastion,

onbainad throush space technology, related to territories under their jurisdiction:

the rizhts of Dtates resorlinge the flov of information transmitied by outer space

and the wights of States regevding the utilization of the finite resources

of outoer space.
Hleventh, the

conveningeg of a United Hotions conference on outer space,

efully prepoeved, 111l favourably contribute to the rationaliwation of

space activities., Our delegation is

prenared to go along with any practical

ons to this end.

RG/6 A/AC.105/PV.1T72
28-30

(¥r. Dayrell de Lima, Brazil)

Those were the remarks of a general nature vhich my delegation wished
Ve shall deal with the specific topics of ocur arenda
6 and T.

I should like to conclude wy peneral remarks by expressing to the Cormittee

to make at this stage.
when the Committee considers items 5
throush you. :r. Chairman, our appreciction for the Committee’s taking & decision
yhich enabled my delegation to oceupy until the end of this week the post of

Rapporteur in the absence of its ncminal cccugpant,Mr. Lindenberg Sette.

I should like

to begin by expressing the thanks of the Romanian delepation to the Govermment

'y, CEAUSU (Romsnia) (interpretation from French):

of Austria, which invited the Committee to hold its twentieth session in Vienna.
T should also like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Federal President
of Austria, Dr. Kirchschlager for his welcowing address, vhich will be a
source of inspiration in our future deliberations.

The holding i~ Vienna of this anniversary session of the Committee
is undoubtedly a testimony to the role played by your country, !r. Chairman,
with regard to the involvement of the United Nations in the organization of
international co-operation for the peaceful uses of outer space. The Romanian
delepation is particularly heppy at seeing you, Sir, once again presiding
over the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

In view of the vositive results of our work since you have been at the head

of this important organ of the United HNations, which is due to your active
interest and to vour tireless efforts, we are convinced that this session will
in turn also be a success.

Tt is for me a great honour to be participating for the third time as the
representative of Romania in the work of the Comnittee, which, under your
leadership, Mr. Chairman, will greatly contribute to the promotion of international
co-operation in the utilization of outer space for the benefit of all peoples.

~
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This year we celebrate two iunportant events in space activities. They are,
the twentieth anniversary of the beginning of the space era., oOpened by the
isunching by the Soviet Union of the first artificial earth satellite, and
the tenth cnniversary of the entry into force of the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of Jtotes in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space.

Thanks to the inventiveness of the mind of man and to his capaciiy to
pub ito practice the boldest of ideas, the 20 years of the space era have
been marked by spectacular progress in the exploration and exploitation for
neaceful purposes of outér sopace.

Over an( above the flight of spacecraft, of which the most spectacular
vere [lirhts to the moon carried out by the United States of Awerica, which
nlaced the first esrth crecbures on that natural satellite of our planet,
these last 20 years heve seen the development, at =n impressive pace, of the
utilization of space technigues to solve the economic amd social problems
in the everyday lives of peoples.

Those apelicetions of spece techniques to Cevelopuent will open new
perspectives for the improvement of life on this earth. Particuloarly notevrorthy
ore sabellite cocamumnications, with their various applications -- the transmission
of radic ond television*broaﬁcasts, the utilization of space techniques for
meteorciogy end maritime navicgation., But the wmost promising area of space
spplications remains that of remote sensing of the earth by satellite because
it covers a wide suwut of econocivic activities. such as agriculture, forestry,
hydrological resourees, enviromsental contrel, geolo.y and mineralory ., seography
an® cartorraphy. and so on. By launching the Laser Geodwvnamics Satellite,
one begun utilizing satellites to sense movements of the earth’s crust, which will
be able to help the forecasting of earthquakes, or seisms. Similarly, henceforth
one talks of the possibility of using in the very near future space technigues
to zather solar epergy and transmit it to earth.

“hese are but a few examples of the progress realized ond the prospects

o o Fad

openiny to us in the application of spece techunology to development. But
they rive a suppestive picture of the poteuntialities of wodern science and
technolory when they ore placced at the sevvice of man and not used in order

W

to develop nov means of destruction.
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The preoccupations and achievements of Romania in the field of space
activities illustrate the progress vhich a middle-sized country can make without
being a space couwntry. Thus, for instance, my country has developed and is in the
process of carrying out a programme of activities of remote sensing of the eartli's
resources and environment by satellites and other space platforms.

At present, research and experiments are being carried out for evolving
techniques for the utilization of data emanating from satellites and the production
of scientific apperatus. For this purpose, satellite recordings are used as well as
airborne-platform recordings. Studies carried out have led to the conclusion that
the main operational utilization of remote-sensing satellite data will be in the
fields of agriculture, forestry, hydrology, oceanology and gquality of water.

Since these areas call for real-time data, it has been decided to build a
ground station for the direct reception of satellite data.

In the fields of meteorclogy and hydrolony, Romanian departments and exnerts
have received and utilized television and infra-red pictures from the UOAA-b and 5
satellites. At present, they are carrying out studies to prepare conditions with
a view to receiving meteorological geostationary-satellite data from the HMETIOSAT
satellite,

With regard to telecommunications, a ground station has been built and put
into operation in order to use the IHTLDL3SAT satellites, and in the near future
telecommunication links with INTERSPUTNIK are going to be assured,

A great deal of what we have done and of what we intend to do in the future
depends on co-operation with other States, That is why I should like to reaffirm
on this occasion the importance that my country attaches to the development of
international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space. TIndeed, my country -
believes that practical applications of space technology constitute a catalyst in
development and for the reduction and elimination of economic gaps between the
industrialized countries and the developing countries.

The United Hations and its specialized apgencies are the most adeqguate
framework in which to develop multilateral international co-operation in the

field of outer space as well. In that connexion, the Romanian delegation would
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like to stress with setisfaction the Committee's contribution to the peaceful
uses of outer space and its help in orgenizing international co-operation in
thot ares. Likewise, I should like to thank ond to congratulate the Outer
Space Affeirs Division of the United lations Secretariat for its untiring activity
with a view to stirulsting the interest of the developing countries in the
schievements and possibilities offered by space science and technology and
for its promotion of practical applications of space technology, particularly
by orgenizing nwnerous seminers, schools and other umcans for the instruction
and training of executives. Nevertheless, I should like to point out that,
in the light of the budgetary ond finaneial restrictions of the United Fations.
the vresent programme of the United Fations for the application of snace
techniques is, in our opinion, Tar from meeting the present and future needs
of developing countries, particularly with regerd to technicel assistance
ané training.

We aré vitnesses of an unprecedented continuous progress in science and
technolosy , which are opening up new prospects in peaccful uses of outer
space and in outer space techniques. But the disporities with regord to
the present level of scientific and technical riches of the majority of countries
and the limited resources at their disposcl constitute so many obstacles
to the emhancing of the potential of science and technolozy, particularly in
the sphee area. %hese are further reasons for intensifying the activity
of {he Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, notebly in the promotion
of multilaterol co--operation with resard to practical applicetions of space
technology. The contribution to the economic and social development of countyies
should become the principzl eriterion for judging the effectiveness of
United Hations activity in this area.

Tt is in tais spirit that the Romenion delegation supports the proposnl
to convene an international conference on spoce matters. That conference,
which we contemplate as being geared to action, should assess globally
tho results achieved and the npotentianlities in the field of the application
of space technology, with a view to adopting o set of concrete mecsures and
recommendasions in order to develop multilateral and bilateral international

co operation.
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The accent which we place on the technical and scieptific aspechts does not
signify that ve are neglecting the legal questions posed by the peaceful use
of ouber space, Quite the contrary, in our copinion, in order for international
co-operation to be able to take place in an orderly fashion and for the rights
and lepitimate interests of all States to be safeguarded, it is necessary
to evolve and adopt legal standards governing the activities of States in
the new fields of the application of space technology. TIndeed, up to now
izpmortent internabional instruments have been adopted, the most important
of wnich is the Treaby on Principles Governing the Activities of States
in the Ixploration and Use of Quter Space. But we consider that the progress
recorded and the perspectives which are taking shape with regard to the
peaceful uses of outer space make the elaboration of legal rules and the speeding
up of thelr introduction ahsolutely necessary so that the activities of States
and co-operation between them should go forward without any hindrance and in
an orderly fashion.

For many yvears the Committee and its Legal Sub-Conmittee have been,
among other things, in the process of evolving legsl principles relating
to the use by States of satellites for direct broadeasting and for the
remote sensing of the earth.

Ly couwntry considers that the regulations contemplated should be bhased

on respect for the principle of sovereignty of States and non-interference in their

domestic affeirs and, at the same time, should encourage international
co--operation with a view to promoting the optimal exploitation of those
techniques for the benefit of all cowntries, in particular the developing
comtries. With regard to direct television broadecasting in particular,

ve feel that it is our duty to see to it that this new technique serves to
promote friendship and understanding between all peoples and contributes to the
development of friendly relations and co~operation betveen States. Thus, these
regulations in the process of being evolved should also be conceived in such s
Vay as not to allow direct television broadcasting t¢ be used to conduct
misleading campaigns or to sow hatred and distrust amony peoples or to
denigrate the policies end the economic and social development progremmes of

other countries.
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he neaceful use of outer spece ig a domain of humen activity the
yotential of vhich will nct be fully enhanced unless it is within the framework
of larse-scale international co-operation. Consequently, the main ohject of
our preoccupations in the United Nations and here in this Coumittee should be
that all the cowntries of the world should play an acuive part in this
co-operation and obtain the benefit of its fruits,

e feel that the space order should and must be different froa that of

the classical earth order. e are also convinced that with regard to outer

space activity, relations between States can be built on new bases, on
racional princinles inspired by the idea of seolidarity and guided by the
destinies =nd common aspirations which unite all our peoples. It is towards

this novle cbjective that the activity of our Committee should be directed.

kﬁ&_ﬁé&ggggy‘(Bulgaria) (interpretation from Russian): Iir. Chairman,
I siould like at the outset to join with those speakers wrho have spoken
before me in exnressing our sincere gratitude to the Government of the Republic
of Austria for its invitation to hold the twentieth anniversary session of the
Commitiee in this lovely ecity of Vienna, the capital of friendly Auvstria. I
cannot fail to note that the city of Vienna is stiractive not only bhecause of
its beauby but also because of its hospitaliby,., whichh has created most
favourable conditions for tﬁe work of many international foruns, thereby
encouraging the successful complebion of their tasks. This fully applies also
to the work of our Coimittee, Loreover, the fact that we had the honour of
listening to the statement of the Federal President of the Renublic of Austria,
Mr. Hirchschlager, further attests to the great significance that your couwntry
attaches to the continued development of international co-operation in the area of
the peaceful uses of outer space.

On the basis of the forezoing, Mr. Chairman, I should like to express the
hope that under your skilful and able guidance in your home comtry, the

s . ,
Committee will be able successfully to couplete the tasks confronting it.

o
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As many speakers have already stressed, the vear 1977 is outstanding
in meny vays. TFor us it is o lendmark in that aslong with the Soviet people
we solemnly celebrated the sixtieth snniversary of the Great October Socialist
Revolution. I shall not delve into the profound significance of the great
October victory for wy cowtry. Hey I simply express our deep conviction
that Bulgaria in the not toc distant past was an exceedingly backward
anricultural couwntry,vhere the only 1ife known was peasent life and where the
iron plow was a rarity. Today Bulraria, even vith its modest achievements, has
entered the circle of space States, and ve were gble to make such progress
precisely because of that historic event. The victory of the (reat October
Sociglist Fevolution has played the role of that rocket which 20 vears
ago placed in orbit the first artificial satellite, thus marking the
beginning of the space afe.

From that noment on,more and more Blates have followed in those space
footstepsgand activities in this field have increased in the area of exploration
and use of outer svace Tor peaceful purposes. Tt is difficult, indeed impossible,
to list all that has been done during that short period, but we shall alwsys
he interested in such events as the launching cof the first artificial earth
satellite, the first flight of man into space, the first walk in space and
so forth. The footsteps of United Stabes astronauts on the moon have not
disappeared. Ile are still profoundly moved by the deep meaning and significance
of the Apollc-Soyuz experiment. Life has indeed shown the need for internstional
co-operation,and particularly for co-operation between the two space States.

That is why we welcome the nevw Soviet-United States agreement on co-operabion
in the pesceful uses of outer space, which mdoubtedly will be of benefit not

only to those two countries bub to the whole of mankind as well,
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"en years ago the Outer-Space Treaty came into force. It was the
beginning of the establishment of a legal order in the new sphere of activity of
States. This anniversary is dear to us also pecause the Treaty was agreed upon
in this Committee with the participation of representatives of my country.

In sttempting to ascess the significance of that Treaty from the
standpoint of the current tasks of our Cormittee, I consider that although these
tasks, which should strengthen the legal order of space law and the development
of international co~operation therein are difficult they are none the less
mueh easier and much more pleasant than the question of the denuclearization
of outer space or that of the settlement of disputes among States which we

would now have to solve.

In wmy view the Treaty is an example for our Tfurther work if we want at least

st least to lighten our task in the future. In this connexion I should like to
express, my hope and my conviction that the resolution adopted by the Legal
SubuComﬁittee contained in paragraph 13 of its report will be adopted by
acclamation.

I should like egain to assure the members of our Committee that the
Pedple’s Republic of Bulgaria is fundamentally loyval to the purposes and
prineiples of worl in the area of the peaceful uses of outer space. That is
logigal because our~ country is not only co-operating in this area but also
benafiting from the achievementsof space science and technology. As merbers
‘of the socialist community,ve are particularly pleased to see that
deily the space co-operation emong socialist countries is being strengthened
and develéped. 'mis has a material basis the comprehensive programme of
socialist integration, the regular launching of INTERCOSMOS gatellites and
experiments with geophysical rockets, which are being carried out single-
mindedly to study the problems of space physics, meteorology, biology, and
medicine and further research into the natural resources of the earth.

The space activities of the socialist countries in the area of the
INTERCOSMOS programme, in which my country marticipates, achieved new
scope after the signature last year of the new agreement on co~operation in the
area of the peaceful uses of outer space. We are pleased that on the basis

of that agreement, and first and foremost thanks to the magnanimity and

RH/9
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generosity of the Soviet Union, the citizens of Bulgaria will also have the
chance to participate in space flights on board Soviet spacecraft and crbital
stations. Such flights will of course be of great benefit to our owm national
space science and moreover will auspiciously mark the thirteen~-hundredth
anniversary of the creation of the Bulgarian State.

Speaking of the INTERCOSMOE progremme I cannot fail to note the marvellous
spirit of democracy and mutuel co~-operation which enhances the completion of
the tasks we have set ourselves. Dulgaria's experience in participating in
the INTERCOSMOS progremme gives striking proof that small countries which do
not possess feans by which they themselves could launch satellites can, within
their means, make useful contributions to space research and can benefit from
its achievements.

Tn this connexion may I briefly refer to our national and international
space activities in 1976.

Last year we developed installations for the reception of aerospace
irnformation as well as methods of interpreting that information for
geology, geomorphology and agriculture, and for other purposes. On the basis of
aerospace information received from Soviet aerospace installations we have
drawn up maps of certain sectors of the territory of the country. On the hasis
of aerospace surveys we have studied the geology and volcanic structure of tihe
Rhodope Mountains.

As for meteorology, on the basis of aerial and rocket data we have draw
up a method for the objective analysis of meteorological fields in the
stratosphere and a method of reconstructing the geopotential through the concurrent
use of satellite and ground stations. Hithin the physics programme ye have
developed equipment to measure the temperature and ion concentration in-

the atmosphere., It was mounted on the VERTIKAL-B rocket,

and we have
come up with a full scientific interpretation of the results obtained.

With the assistance of this apparatus on board the COSMOS.-lh satellite

we have received information regarding variations, with very fine
resolution, of the ion concentration within a range of 500-1500 kilometres.

We have continued our research into the dynamics of the atmcsthere, and

S0 ¢n.
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In seeking broad international co-operation, our delegation attaches
great importance to the work of the Committee and its Sub-Committees. We
appreciate the work done, and we express our gratitude to the Chairmen of
the two Sub-Committees and the Working Groups, as well as to the Director
and the Secretariat staff of the Outer Space Division for their efforts to
Gischarge their duties as effectively as possible.

Our approach to the solution of the problems confronting the Committee
is based on the understanding of the principle that that solution should serve the
lofty goals of the development of space co-operation and friendly relations
among States and, in the final analysis should enhance the strengthening of
internationel peace and security.

We consider space,which cannot be encompassed, an indivisible whole.
However, there are many States on earth, and they are divided by interests
which do not always coineide. They are separated by different traditions,
different éultures, and @0 on. But they are Joined by the common desire to
explore outer space and to use it for practical purposes for the benefit of

mankind, Outer space is open to all.
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However, it is quite clear that activity in space and from space slionld take
sccount of the interests and naticnal sovereignty of all countries in the world.

To this end, it is essential that this activity should be, in a promising manner,
regulated by a body of law. We do not regard legal regulation as a hindrance

to benefits from the uses of outer space. luch less do we regard it as & hindrance
to the development of international co-operation. On the contrary, we are

firmly convinced that legal renulation which is accessible on the basis of the
observance of the interests of all comtries and their sovereignty and legal
requlation on the basis of their general and mutual agreement will speed up

these processes and by the same token will strengthen friendly relations emong
atates. The sooner this is done, keeping pace with the development of science and
technolopgy, the better.

Cn the basis of the foregoing,we define our position on the problems
confronting the Committee,and first and foremost the task of ultimate agreement
on principles governing the use of artificial earth satellites for direct
television broadeasting. It is clear to us that this work can be completed
successfully only on the basis of two generally recognized principles of
international law: the sovereignty of States and non-interference in their
internal affairs. We hope that the Committee will carry out its tasks and will
stbmit & document to the thirty-second session of the General Assembly for its
adoption.

My delegation also welcomes the considerable progress achieved in the
formuation of principles concerning the legal implications of remote sensing of
the earth from space. Along with this, ve support the proposal of the Soviet Union
and other delegations concerning a delimitation between resional and slobal data,which
are accessible for free distribution, and local data, which cannot be circulated
or distributed yithout the consent of the State concerned. In that connexion, we
have always supported the idea of a relevant role to be played by the United
Hations in the ares of co-ordinating efforts in remote gsensing of the earth from
satellites. 'le hope that very soon an appropriate forum will be set up for this

co.ordinating role.
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As for the treaty relating to the moon, we should like %o point out that,
despite the pgreat efforts undertaken by many delegations to attain a consensus en
the key question of the natural resources of the moon, the Legal Sub..Committee
was not able to change the existing situation, which is characterized by deadlock.
However, we believe that a solution to this problem is possible in the near
future if only all delegations take & realistic and flexible position. loreover,
we should like to stress that the United Wations programme on space applications
is being successfully pursued, and we pay a tribute to the United lations Expert
on Space Applications,

As for the question of a possible United Nations conference on outer space,
Bulgaria in principle does not object to the convening of such a conference anéd is
ready to participate in it. However, at this time, when all our efforts are
channelled towards the active use of accumulated experience in space technology for
practical purposcs, we continue to adhere to the belief that questions connected
with the con{éning of the conference and alternative vpossibilities require the
nost thorough apalysis. Therefore we support the pronosal to study these
questions in a working group, which could meet during this session of the
Scientific and Technical Sub.Cormittee.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairmen, we pledge our readiness to co-operate with you
S0 that our Committee, wiiich is a co-ordinating centre for international
co-operation in the area of the peaceful uses of cuter space, may complete its
tasks at this session and succéssfully continue its work in the future in the

interests of peace and progress.

Mr. SANCHEZ PEWA (Argentina) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like to
express the satisfaction of the delegation of Arsentina at participating in this
session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space. This satisfaction is the
greater because the Committee's deliberations are taking place in the lovely city of
Vienna, so rich in history and wealthy in culture, which causes wy delegation's

admiration to become greater every day. Besides these traditions and culture,

there is also the characteristically spontaneous, pleasant and courtecus welcome

we have had. So we are very happy to be working here, particularly as this is

your own land, Mr. Chairman, and we are meeting under your brilliant leadership.

VP ik
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We were most pleased to hear the emphasis in previous statements on
international co-operation, for we believe that without it there would indeed
e

be no space activity -- at least, not to the extent desired by all peoples.

~1so heard the strong expressions of hope that this session of the Committee 1n
Vienna will leave a lasting memory of significant achievements in the work
entrusted to us. That is the wish of my own delegation as well.

May I now outline briefly Argentina‘’s space activities, which might he of
interest to ocur Committee.

In the past year the National Space Reseaxch Comaisaion of Avgentina has
sctively pursued its space programme through the use of rockets and balloons
Tn this connexion, beginning in June 1976 at the Mar Chiquita Launching Base,
we have been carrying out weekly launchings of meteorological rockets as part
of the ‘merimentol American Heteorological letwor: prograrime (T TETHRT)
within a network composed of the United States, France, Drazil and Spain. Ve
have initialéd agrééments with NASA to expand that network to Antarctica, a step
towards the installation of launching facilities at the Vice-Commodore Marambio
ese of the Argentine Air Force in Antarctica

A new programne for the launching of stratospheriec Dhalloons of the GALAXIA
series was carried out in April and May 1977 from Rio Cusrto for the measurenent
of neutrons, high-energy gamma radiation, far infra red observation and
other parameters. Our facilities and capabilities for the measurement of these
verious parameters in the southern henisphere by means of very larre balloous
has arcused the interest of research workers from the Federal Republic of
Germany, Belgium and Sweden , whe hove joined in experinents with out owm
researchers. Similarly, we are still using sounding rockets actually developed
in Arsentina, and very shortly we shall be carrying out an operatiocnal tria% of
the CLAG II rockebt as part of the anti-hailstorm progrorme and a fechnological
test of the TAURO sowding rocket. The pursose of the latter is to carry a payload
of photosraphic and other sensors applied to the use of remote sensing to
supplement satellite information. ' .

I October 1976, under the AIDSAT rprosraume. there was a demonstration in
Argentins of the ATS-6 satellite to explore its possibilities. It culminated in

, P s * g vy of
& round-table discussion between Argentine officials, including the Secretary
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Science and Technology, and officials and experts from the United States. They

311 conversed hy satellite, just as if they were sitting in the same room. The
Tational Space Research Comuission torether with other iastitutions of our

country, has launched an active programme for the exploitation of non-conventional
sources of enerzy, particularly solar and wind energy

Ionospheric research. with applications to radio tronsmission, has been

conbimied nationwile hy verious research Srouns.

Turning to re-ote sensing, in the second helf of 1076 we signed a Menorandum
of Understanding with MASA for the installation, at the CLLPA ‘lay del Plata Rocket
Launchingz Station, of a LANDSAT satellite wnit as vell as the
requisite computing and processing svstems, and we shall shortly be accepting
hids from the internstioral community for the acquisition of such systems.

In that connexion, meetings of the Working CGroup of LANMDSAT ground station
ogaez‘a:t:ors’(LGSO?.FC—).J held in October 1976 in Qttawa, Canada, and in March 1077
in Sao PalrlloD Brazil, together with the consultations carried out with TASA,
have enabled us to produce a detailed set of technical specifications so that
the station to be set up will be compatible with LAFDSAT-B and C satellites,
as well as with Tuture satellites of the same series, such as LAIDSAT-E.

Ve have laid particular stress on staff training. In this connexion,
there was held, in Buenos Aires in November 1976, the First Latin American
Coursé on Remote Sensing., It vas an intensive theoretical and practical
four-week course. with the‘comOPeration of the United States Geological Survey
and NASA. There we trained 3k specialists in variocus discinlines for the
interpretation of satellite pictures. At the »resent time, the Second
Latin Amevican Course on Remote sensing is in prozress, having besun on
There we are training not only Argentine specialists but

a total of

{ June last.
also professionals from Chile, Paraguay. Peru and Uruguay
of 20 4yoinees. Ve are plamning & third course for the first half of 1978.
With the experience we are acquiring, we feel we are in a position now
to offer our country as the headquarters for a regional renocte-sensing centre
for the training of professionals in various Aisciplines in the exploitation
and application of satellite technolosy designed for the detection of natural

resourees.

{
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I should like to take this opportunity to formulate this offer officially

and Lo request thet the Outer Space Division tale note of it. T should

zlso like to request that we co-ordinale efforts aimed at the establiskmwent of
this centre.

In the interest of brevity, I shall mention only the regular use which we

are makinge of the neteorolozical and communication satellites —- the various
APT receiving stations for :icteorolorical. nurposes. 1e have at our disposal

-

o sounding roclket

P )

lawching stations one at Chamical and the other in

a

CILPA Tiar del Plata. near iar Chiguita, and as I have slready mentioned. we are now
readying a third in Antarctica.
e have carried out experiments with balloons of up to 15 million cubic feet
at two other bases. All this is of great importance o the southern hemisphere,
an crea for vhich there is normally little information regarding the upper atmosphere.
e have various ongoing programues oy the spplicabion of renote sensing to
grriculture , hydrolosy and soil studies, In the near future. we shall hold a seminar
on the use and applications of data collecting platforms with a view to
implenenting a system for hydrologicel programnes.
The asenda for this session contains various items of great importance.
Ve observe from the report of the Legal Sub-Comunittee (A/AC.105/196) that three
of the four subjects under review have a “high priority’

General Assembly in its resolution 4/31/20.

ascribed to them by the

Tith regard to the draft treaty relating to the moon, the main guestions

relages to the wrinciple governing the lesal rériie of its natural resources.

T,

Lie elzboration of the Craft trecty is already at on advanced stoze, and

=

1% only remains to resolve in clear., precise, frank cnd Girect terns

kXY

the problem of the lexal nature of these resources, as a fundamental sted

towards solving the other questions still pending and awaiting consensus.
With respect to the elaboration of principles governing the utilization

9y States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadecasting,

portant procress was made

i

at the last session of the Legal Sub-Commitiee.

evertheless, Uilere rewain to he resolved o nuiber of vital cuestions to which =

Bprg s . .. . . . . .
tentina is giving special attention. In this respect, there is a technical

“egulation, with adecuate procedures, established by the International

-

‘clecomvmmication Union (ITU)

which »y country faithfully respects. It is now
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necessary to establish for the first time a legal framework -- wvhich is not devoid

of political consequences ..- for vhich we must make every effort sc that there will

ererce the kind of framework which will preclude a repetition of what ig already in-

force with respect to technical processes or a version of such weak principles that
they would be meaningless in so far as the desired progress in the regulating of
space activities.

In particular, I should like to recall that my country presented in
July 1974, in document A/AC.105/13L. a broad draft international agreerent on
direct broadeasting by satellite, in which some of the questions with vhich we are
grappling today vere solved, such as the régime of consultations, vhich is dealt
with in orticle 17 of the Argentine draft.

Tn view of the fact that the three questions of high priority are connected
with direct television broadcasting, the hope has been expressed that the task
entrusted+to the Sub-Committee would be completed at the present session of the
Main Committee, and Argentina will spare no effort to achieve this end. provided
that the texrts elaborated will offer sufficient content and represent a step
forwerd in our tasks and not be the fruit of haste and impatience, which would bring
more difficulties than benefits.

Since 10 October“next will mark the tenth anniversary of the Outer-Space
Treaty . the Argentine delegation warmly supported at meetings of the Legal
Sub-Committee the draft resolution in this respect and participated in the final
drafting of the +text. I believe that the Committee will be able to approve this
draft resolution and transmit it to the General Assembly for approval.

A nurber of new items have been proposed for consideration by this Committee.
I should like to put on record here that, upon the initiative of the Chairmen.

a nuiber of views were expressed on the subject of solar energy coming from ouLer
space and exploited by making use of space technology. I am gpeaking of solar
energy in a very broad semse, including in the term all other sources of energy
connected with or derived from solar activity. and, as I had the opportunity to

point out previously, Argentina is working on other non .convention sources.

RG/12/noc
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With regard to the legal consequences of remote sensing of the earth from
space, we have noted clear progress in the work accomplished by the Legal
Sub-Committee. We have listened to statements relating to what might be called
the "negative" aspects of the use of remote-sensing technology, or, to put it
differently, its misuse. DBut we have also hesrd that it must not be forgotten
that there are secure guarantees against misuse. In this connexion my delegation
recalls the draft treaty presented in 1975 jointly by my country and Brazil,
vhick was sponsored by all the Latin American States members of this Committee.

In this particular case the idea of entrusting such an important responsibility
to thg United Hations appears to be a good guarantee, and it has received support.
We wish to congratulate the United States for the effective results achieved
with the ATS-6 satellite which was first used in that country, was then transferred
to the Indian Ocean to serve the Indian SITE programme and is now being used
for similar programmes in the Western hemisphere, in addition to the CTS satellite,
vhich disseminates health and education programmes in the United States and
Canada. We also hope that the LANDSAT programme in which Arxgentina will
participate by means of an earth station will not be delayed.

With regard to a second United Nations conference on outer space, we would
refer to item 17 of the note by the Secretariat in document A/AC.105/179, which
indicates that the convening of this conference is justified., We have no doubt
that this conference will have to be held., In our view, it should not overlap
with the conference to be held in 1979 but should be held after that time.

Hovever, taking into account the highly positive results of the first conference,
vhich was held in the city of Vienna in 1968, we must emphasize the benefits
hopes for from another meeting of this kind., At the second conference, as at

the preceding one in 1968, we must be sure to consider the legal aspects,

Particularly bearing in mind the progress made in this sphere by our Committee.
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Hth regard to the report of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,
uy delegation believes that it deserves our commendation. I believe it
is timely to use this opportunity to pay a tribute to the continued sponsoring
of the CELPA Ifar del Plata station by the United Nations, as mentioned
in paragraph 128 of the report.

As mentioned in the work on co-ordination of space activities within the
framework of the United Hations family, my delegation believes that a much
broader consideration of the problem should be initiated to take into account
the many activities which have been accomplished by a number of specialized
bodies of the United Wations family, without forgetting that the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space is,of course: the nucleus from which all
the work is carried out at the international level , so that its co ordinating
function is most appropriate.

T should not like to conclude without hishlighting expressly the extraordinary
contributioﬁ of Austria to the work of the United ¥ations by the action which
has been taken by its Government agnd the personal dubies dischzrped by
people in this Comwittee in leadership positions and in working groups. To conclude,
I should like to recall the words of the Federal President of the Republic
of Austria, Mr. Kirchschlager, when he said that the work which we are doing here
in the Tield of space is a tremendous challenge and an enoxmous responsibility.

We shail certainly strive to deserve the honour which assuming such responsibility

entails.

Mr. MAGNO (Italy) (interpretation from French): Hr, Chairman, I should
like to join, on behalf of the Italian delegation and on my own behalf, the other
speakers who have extended to you their congratulations for the vise and
efficient manner in which you preside as Chairmen in your wonderful city of Vienna.

This year marks the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the
1957 Treaty on Outer Space. That is the international protocol which has laid down
for the entire world the fundamental and innovative principles of legislation in

a ney field by officially giving birth to space law. Today, 10 years later,

. . e
it is necessary to stress the legal importance of that document. a Ilasna Carta of th

international regulation of Gtates. Ten years ago there wvere those vho

ﬁ’
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eritieized that Treaty os premoture and maintained the Roman principle of law

‘ex facto oritur jus . that is, the law should derive from facts. The growing
gifficulties which we find in regulating new space activities constitute the most
striling proof of the fact that the Treaty on Outer Space was concluded at the
right time. The resolve and courage that existed 10 years ago should now
encourage us to overcome present difficulties.

These difficulties affect the four items on the agenda of our current session:
In this

connexion the Italian delegation would like to take up two preliminary issues:

The first item concerns the draft treaty relating to the moon.

()} The draft treaty relating to the moon should be considered within the
international space régime as one of the conventions deriving from the Treaty of
1967. which is the baosic constitutional charter- consequently, it should be
entitled ‘'Convention relating to the moon; and (b) We should avoid any repetition
of principles already seé forth in the Treaty of 1967 in order to eliminate doubts
and problems of interpretation.

With regard to the substance of the Jdraft treaty, the Italian delegaticn
submitted a proposal on the legal régime applicable to the natural resources of the
noon., Those rescurces may be used by anyone in loco. that is. on the spot, and
they should be subject to an equitable distribution among all the peoples of the
world,

The first subject of debate which this Commitiee confronts today is the
declaration that the moon and the other celestial bodies are the common heritage
of mankingd and that any results of their use, occupation of possession belong to
mankind as a whole. That declaration is considered by the Italian delegation to be
a priority element.

A second subject for debate concerns the equitable distribution of benefits
that can be derived from the natural resources of the moon and, according to our
Proposal, the natural resources of any celestial bodyxwhich are brought to earth.

The Italian delegation would not like to exclude third countries, aside from
the two space Powers and the developing countries, from the enjoyment of those

tesources. The Ttalian proposal, based on “equitable distrubtion’ remains valid.
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The second item relates to direct television broadcasting from satellites:the uge
of artificial satellites for direct television broadcasting calls urgently for
appropriate regulation which will make possible the use of a very important
means of communication for understanding among peoples and for the creation of
a common cultural hase.

A great deal of work has been done by the Committee in order to prepare
& set of rules. It is now up to us to fulfil the mandate which the General

Assenbly entrusted to to us several years ago and to meet the general

expectations, particularly the expectations of the young people, who are éE

increasingly interested in universal brotherhood and eager to know the realities
and ideas existing in other regions of the world.

To that end Italy reaffirms its conviction that the work of drawing up legal
principles regulating direct television brosdecasting by satellites must be based
on the freerdissemination of information and ideas, whether it be actively or

passively. N

JVuif 1k
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But freedom zhould not recn wanton misuso. Ttolian law, for instonce,

rmelkes 1t & eriminel offence to disseminste false or tendentious infurmoation.

I turn nowv to the third item, remoto sensing. The Italian delesction

hops that due attention will be given to the need to encourase the broadest

ey

possible gpplication of this new technology, in particular for the

beunefit of progrommes of developing countries. We should be mindful of the

Fact

het in applying o restrictive policy in the area of the dissemination

t
f date we wicht considerable reduce the advantages derived froi remote-

[o]

o]

ensing activities. The lepal and practical difficulties that uioht arise
in connexion with the sovereign rizht of States over their natural resources
noy be avoided if, in this connexion, there is the necessory flexibility to
enable each country to deterwiine its nosition accordin; to its ovi peculiar
circunstances.

It is in this sense that the Italian delegation fully shares the
ideas expressed in the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Burcpe relating to the exchange of information.

In the ares of direct television broadeasting and remote sensing, Italy
attaches particular interest to the problem of “spill-over". Italy's gecrraphical
position at the hub of the liediterranean indeed places it in several aveas of
reception and remote sensing.

Consequently, the Italicn delegation would like the relevant protocols

irto eccount the situation and iuterests of countries that are largely
subject to “spill.-over®.

The fourth item is that of the delimitation of space, & aquestion that

Va3 not taken into comsiceration by the 1967 Treaty on Outer Space. The Italian
delesation would like to reaffirm what we have already pointed out and what is
“Ontained in the excellent docunent A/AC.105/C.2/T/ACE. L of 21 Junuary 1977.
trafted by the Seeretariat.

The Ttalizn proposal, which was odvanced in 1975, pronosing the so-called
Vertical frontier between alr space and outer space at o height of 90 Lilometres --.

or, Possibly, 100 kilowmetraes .- above sea level, remains valid.
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On 3 Deceniber 1976 a nwber of equatorial Stetes claimed, in the Declaration

of Bogota, their sovereignty over the seostationary band approximately 36,000
Ilometres sbove the surface of the earth.

But such a major extension of national space vwould run counter to an already

adopted space priuciple by permitting national appropriation of a space zone that

is 80 broad and so necessary to ail.

L should like to conclude this general statement by expressing the

satisfaction of Italy at having been the headquarters of the FAC Centre

for the study and tecching of specinlized technolory for processing data

transmitted by remote sensing satellites.

Courses organized by the Centre lash year and this year in Rome have been

sreatly appreciated, especially by the representatives of developing countries which

took part in theu,

Ttaly %s resdy to continue administering these courses and extending
hospitality, as it has done in the past. to students from different countries.

I should.like to conclude by sincerely thanking the Austrian Covernment for

the kind welcome it has extended to us 21l and for the excellent organizaticn of

the wvork of the Cuter Spece Committee.

JVii/1h A/AC.105/PV.1T2
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(Chile) (interpretation froir Spanish): At the

putset the delezation of Chile would like to theal: the Covernment of Austria
and the Federal President of the Republic, Lir. Rudolf lirchschlazser for the
kind welcowe axtended to this Comuwitiee anc for the kindg expressions of welcome.
At the sane time, Mr. Chairman. wmy delegation would like to greet you and to
express its conviction that under your chairmanshin the present session of

the Comuittee will be of great usefulness to the protress cof our work.

My delegotion would also likke to emmress its gratitude to the Leg=l
Sub--Committee andg to the Secientific and Technical Sub--lowmittee for drafting
the reports on their respective sessions.

Wy delesation has (eewmed it of interest to set forth in this general debate
soe of our views on the agenda. TFirst and foremost , inasruch as the debate of
the Legal Sub--Committee at its last few meetings did not rake much progress
on the major points pending with respect to the draft treaty relating to the
woon, ry delegation would like to highlisht the importance of those negotistions
md our interest that they continue in order to complete as soon as possible
this drafi. whicil, as everyone hnovs , hos been the subject of debate for riore
then gix years.

For the benefit of our work, iy country believes that the Committee should,
in its report to the Generrl Asseubly. attempt to outline a sulfficiently clear
hackground on the points debsated and on the wain pesitions taken by various
countries . in order that that body might cdopt the relevent puidelines.

In connexion with the natural resources of the moon, Fie delcejation of
Chile would lilte to recall the precedent set by resolution 2740 (IXV), in which
the General Assembly declared that:

“The sea--beG and ocean Tloor, and the subsoil therecol, heyond the
1imits of national jurisdiction... are the common heritage of mankind'.
This is = concept of cleor significance in contemporary international law,
vhich involves the establisiment of a régime and an international machinery
Gestined to repulate the exvloration and exploitation of the resources of
Outer space as well as the equitable distribution of the beuefits derived
therefrom. Those resources should benefit the progress of wankind as a whole.
end it ig neither fair or accepteble that they should favour just a Tevw States
Possessed of the necessury technolopy and of preater finaneisl possibilities

for the exploration and use of these nev ecleunents.
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Tn the interest of peace we should adopt & path which, instead of

widening the gap separating the industrialized countries from the developing
countries, would narrow it. '

The appropristion of the moon and its natural resources cannot be
warranted by the feasibility of technology, much less so by acts of occupstion
or the deployment of installstions or lunar stations, because that would be
tantamount to a radical contradiction and violation of the Outer Space Treaty
opened for sirnature in 1967.

Chile does not discern the reasons or arguments for not extending similar

treatment to the other celestial bodies and the rzlevant natural resources. %

However, the Chilean position is flexible concerning the articles being
drafted, end we could accept other formulas which, without departing from this
trend. might gradually be adopted. For our part. we are firmly resolved to achieve
the prevaleﬁde of law in outer space for the protection of the interests and
legitimate asp}rations of the vast majority of States in a disadvantaged
position to coﬁpete in the space domain.

In the area of direct broadeasting, Chile has unswervingly maintained
that the free dissemination of information facilitated by these activities
and the sovereisn right ™ of States to preserve their social, political,
cultural’ and economic values are not mutually exclusive principles. Rather,
they could be compatible in the light of the general principle of international
co-operation, which is receognized as the corner-stone of the development and
use of direct broadeasting from satellites a principle sufficiently
recognized in 1975. Great progress in this connexion is represented by the

initiative of the United States of Americs in accepting that the establishment of

the system should be accompanied by consultations amons the States concerned.
However, Chile has stressed the need to specify the contents and scope of
the consultations, which cannot sidestep the issue of the consent of the receiving
State or fail to provide for participation in the respective
PrOSTaluEs .
In Chile's view, neither direct television broadecasting nor other,
traditional, methods can be used by certain States to interfere in the internal
affairs of other States or to attack them. In this connexion, what is at

stake is the principle of non-interference, whose importance the Chilean

Government has traditionally and steadfastly maintained.

RH/15/ad
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Chile is a party to the International Convention concerning the Use of

Broadcasting in the Cause of Peace signed in Geneva on 23 September 1936, which

entered into force on2 April 1938. My Government therefore regrets that that

instrument has not obtained a satisfactory number of ratifications and that some
reservations that have been formulated, including some by developing countries,
rendering illusory the full applicability of the Convention.

In this context, my country deems it of interest to draw attention to the
statement of the representative of Canada at the Committee's last session, in which
he said that those States which plan direct television broadcasting should obtain
permission from the receiving State,

As regards the remote sensing of the earth from space, the Chilean position is
contained in the draft treaty on the remote sensing of natural resources by space
technology initiated by Argentina and Brazil in 1974 and subsequently sponsored by
wy country and other Latin American countries.

Moreover, my delegation would like on this occasion to announce that Chile has
become & party to the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by
Space Objects, opened for signature on 29 March 1972, with the deposit of the
relevant instrument. That Convention has become a law of the Republic through its
Promulgation in the Diario Oficial dated 22 March 1977.

With respect to scientific and technical matters, specifically regarding the
scientific aspects of remote sensing, my delegation wishes in the general debate to
Say that the information provided to the United Nations by my Government in relation
to the installation for the reception of LANDSAT images in Chile was provided
Subject to the relevant governmental approval.

Finally, in relation to the question of convening a United Nations conference
O space applications, my Government has in document A/AC.105/142/Add.8 affirmed
that it considers it necessary to convene the conference in the near future but not
before 1973, at United Nations Headquarters in New York. That conference would have
the important mission of objectively setting forth the applications of space
techHOlO{gy for developing countries, particularly the application of remote sensing
to the study of natural resources; of establishing a training programme so that the
technical staff of developing countries may interpret and effectively apply the

nformation provided by nationsl-resources research satellites; to examine future
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nature has not obviated the need for continued work on an all-embracing instrument
which would take care, as well, of the legal and poiitical agpects of DBS. In
this respect, my delegation finds very interesting the proposal jointly submitied
by Cenada and Sweden, and we hopé at the appropriate time to comment in greater
detail on it.

My delegation is particularly interested in remote sensing activities,
inasmuch as the primary base for economic development In all developing
countries lies in their natural resources. However, this important information
is generally not available because of a lack of sufficient knowledge about the
nature, quantity and location of such natural resources. Traditionally, this
has been acquired from different sources, gathered by a variety of means and
often maintained in separate agencies. For this reason, planners find difficulty
in incorporating current and accurate information and environmental factors in
their p;anning processes bowards better development planning and resource
management. In this respect, we think the principal resource sectors about
which information is needed comprise weather, water, soils, crops and vegetation,
minerals, energy, cartography, land use, urban and regional planning, demography,
environmental protection, marine resources, disaster warning and assessment, ete.

In this context, my delegation wishes to draw particular attention to
the activities within the African region in developing co-operation in the
a;éé of remote sensing. lReference has been made in the course of this session
to the conference held under the auspices ol the Economic Commission for Africs,
which led to the esbablishment of an African Remote Sensing Council. My
delegation is particularly gratified that it will have the opportunity of
making a positive contribution to this regional co-operative effort through
the establishment of one of the Regional Training and User Assistance Centres
in Ile-Ife in Migeria.

T should also make reference here to the observation made during the
African Regional Conference organized by ECA that the two remote~sensing ground
receiving stations -~ one located in Kinshasa, Zaire, and the other proposed for
Ouagadougou, Upper Volta, misht not provide adequate coverage for the entire
region of Africa. Nigeria is particularly anxious that the benefits to be
derived froum these receiving stations can be enjoyed without any further delay,and

it is seriously considering, therefore, the establishment of a ground receiving

Ny
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and data-processing centre. It is our hope that such a centre will i1l the

present vacuum in our part of Africe. Higeria has already installed two pieces
of sutomatic data-processing equipment for reception of weather information from
satellites.

Remote sensing itself presents for developing countries in particular
several problems which have been the subject of discussion. The technology for
space exploration being 1imited to very few countries, the interests of the rest
And even if we may appear impatient, there is

Thus those with the

of us will have to be protected.
no intention of hampering the advance of science.
technology have to recognize the natural interest of other countries in being
aware of the activities of general and in particular of special concern to them.
Naturally, the data gathered over the territory of a particular country should
be of special interest to that country and should be avtomatically made
available to it. TIn the same spirit, such data of special interest should not
be made available to third parties without the consent of the “sensed” State.
The determination as to what body of information can be considered sensitive or
of special interest, and what body can be of universal dissemination,'can to
good, effect form one of the subjects %o be studied in depth by the Secretarizt.
My delegation wishes to reiterate its view that respect for State sovereignty in
the popbext of remote sensing must include protection from disclosure of
sensitive information regarding resources to third parties without the expressed
consent of the "sensed” State.

The co-ordinating role of the United Wations in space activities will
continue to be important if mankind as a whole igs to derive benefits from these
activities. My delegation will therefore emphasize the importance of the work
of our Committee, as well as the very useful support which the Committee has
received from the Outer Space Affairs Division of the Secretariat. e appreciate
the constraints on that Division and the possible need for a more elaborate

apparatus to be able to cope with all the ramifications of space activities.
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Hevertheless, we think that a final decisicn on the form the expansion
should take will heve to await the results of two projected conferences, namely,
the United HWations Conference on Science and Technology, scheduled for 1979,
and the proposed world conference on outer space. Vhile speaking of the latter,
my delegation would also say that it recornizes the need for such a conference
but is not in a position to suggest any definite date at this stage. In this
respect we have indeed noted the suggestion that the conference be held in 1680,

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, I should like to pay you a well deserved
tribute, for your untiring efforts and your wise leadership of this Committee.
You have endeared yourself to all the members of the Committee, and we are
confident that our deliberations will, under your guidance, be channelled to
fruitful results.

Mr. RUDOFSKY (Austria): The Austrian delegation takes particular

pleasure in participating in this anniversary session of the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space. Ve wish t¢ express the deep satisfaction of the

Austrian Government and people at being able to welcome in Vienna the members of the
Conmittee, the other delegations and the staff of the Outer Space Affairs
Division of the United Mations Secretariat.

-

will give us an opportunity for an interesting exchange of views on the

We are confident that this session

achievements of the past and our current work,as well as the challensging

tasks of the future.

Since its inception the Committee has been guided by a spirit of compromise,
mutual understanding and co-operation. We have reason to be proud of the work
which we have accomplished in the course of these years: Four conventions were
elaborated and have entered into force, among them the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the Ixploration and Use of Outer Space,
ineluding the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, the tenth anniversary of which
Wwe are now commemorating. The Committee has before it a draft resolution
proposed by the Legal Sub-Committee relating to this fundamental instrument
of space law, The Austrian delegation whole-heartedly endorses its approval
by our Committee with a view to final adoption by the General Assembly at its

forthcoming session.

(
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A special tribute is due %o the Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee,
imbassador Vyzner, whose extracrdinary skill and diligent leadership over
the past 10 years have so greatly contributed to the progress achieved in

she development of space law. Ve are pleased %o note that this contribution

has been applaunded in a resolution adopted by that Sub-Cormittee at its las®

meeting. We should also like to take this opportunity to express our deep

appreciation to Miss Kwen Chen, the Secretary of the Sub-Committee, who has
so excellently served in this function for 15 years and whose duties have,

mich to our regret, ended this year.
The progressive development of rules of international law is certainly

one of the main functions and achievements of our Committee. In addition,

great prozress has been made in the promotion of international co-operation
and in the expansion of the benefits o Dbe derived from space technology and

its application by all countries irrespective of the level of their development.

Tn this context, we wish to commend in particular the work which the Expert on

Space Applications, Mr. Murthy, has zccomplished within the framework of the
United Nations programme. Numerous activities designed to promote the

utilization of space technology in various fields are also being carried out
by the specialized agencies,as well as by Governments,under the sponscrship

and with the assistance of the United Nations and its organs. These programmes

mst, in our view, continue to be actively pursued and expanded in order to ensure

that all countries, in particular the developing nations, benefit %o +the maximum

extent possible from the unigue opportunities offered by space technology.

Tn the context of practical space programies, I should like briefly to elaborate

on the experiences and projects of my own couniry, Austria.
Our national activities have been extended by the transformation in May 1976

of the Austrian Space Agency, & governmental body, into the Austrian Solar and

Space Agency (ASSA). As far as the space activities are concerned, the

SPACELAR project of the Duropean Space Agency (ESA) is one of the most important

international prograrnmes in which Austria is involved. The effort is not only

In the design and manufacturing but also in the utilization of the SPACELAB.
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Geveral proposals Tor the first SPACELAR payload have been Torwarded to the
nuropean Space Agency (ESA). Three Austrian evperiments have been agcepted
for the first mission, two on material sciences and one in the area of plasma
rhysics in the earth's magnetosphere. Eleven Austrian candidates are eager

to be chosen to Tly on board the First SPACELAD wissions as payload specialists,

For a swmall country like Austria, international and bilateral co~operation
is wital in the area of such complex studies and projects as space research and
applications, Bilateral co~operation agreements have been sicned with national
Space research centres in France, Morway, Bweden and Switzerlapd.

The national activities can be divided into Four major areas: space sciences;
telecommunications; remcte sensing: and material sciences,

The great progress in the field of communications satellites demonstrated
recently by ATS-6 and TS will be continued this year by the lavnehing of the
first Buropean communication satellite, OTS,

Austria has carried out absorption measurements for COMBAT during the
time ATS-H could be received in Europe. These propagation tests, together with
weteorological dats collection, provide important information for the desipgn
of future communication systems utilizing the frequency range above 10 GHz.

In December 1976 a satellite receiving test station for transmission experiments
in this frequency range was put into operation. Two further stations -- one
for.lh and 11 GHz and the other for INTELSAT frequencies -~ are being planned
for the near future.

Remote sensing, which is considered to he of great benefit for our future,
is currently performed by

aeroplanes -~ thotographic and multispectral scanner

imagery -- as well as by the evaluation of LANDSAT data., The main interest
at preseant is the observation and protection of the environmenbt -—- land, water,
lower atmosphere -- and the use of remote sensina data for hydrcelectric power
plant operation (water run-off in the alpine region).

Looking back at the current year the Austrian delesation is cratified
to note that the work done by our two Sub-Committees has been especially fruitful
end productive. e wish to express our sincere appreciation to the Chairmen of
the Bub-Committees for their leadership, which has made such positive and

encourasing results possible.
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The Scientific and Technical Sul-Committee succeeded in examining in depth
the question of the proper definition of "data" and “information™ in remote
sensing, which should benefit the Lepal Sub-Committee in its deliberations on
this technology. The thorough discussion on classification of data, as ngi
as the study to be prepared by the Secretariat on this subject, should enable

the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee further to elaborate on this important

guestion at its next session.
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Apother noteworthy result was attained by that Sub-Committee as regards
~ co. ordinating role for the United iflations in the area of remote sensing.
A matter to waich nmy delegation attaches particulsr importance. The creation

ani enlargeinent of two co--ordinating centres have heen recommended. We feel

nat as remote-sensinm technology develops and its application is expanded.
the question of effective co--ordination will continue to gain significance
and that therefore further discussion on this matter will be essential,
particularly with a view to the future operational phase of that activity.
fAnother metter deelt with in the Scientific and Technical Sub~Committee
concerns the holding of a possible United llations conference on outer space
matters. The Austrian delegation favours the holding of such a conference,
which would, inter alis, greatly enhance the general avareness of %the importance
of the exploration and use of space for the solution of many terrestrial
problems,"ﬂe are gratified that this guestion has been included, ag a separate
item, in thg agenda of our present meeting. and ve endorse the idea of
establishing o small task force or ad hoc working group in order to discuss

extro—sessionally all the factors involved in the conference.

holding of such <
In our opinion, such a group should consist of menber States reflecting
the various peints of view on the subject.

The Lepal Sub-Committee, for its part, made substantive profress in the
elaboration of principles relating to remote sensing of the earth from space
and to direct television broadcasting via satellites. On the basis of comuon

elements set out the previous year, as well as in working paners submitted by
‘delegations, the Leral Sub-Committee was able to add six new, basically agreed
draft principles to the five slready existing principles on remote sensing.

A number of otiher guestions rewain to be solved. but we are confident that
ropid progress will condinue to be made by the Lepgel Sub-Committee at the next
session.

As regords the set of principles applicable to direct television broadcasts
via satellites, the progress achieved is especially noteworthy. Indeed, the
Sub-Cormittee encouraced by that development, was of the opinion that those

principles could be finalized by our Committee at +this session. The Austrian
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celepation believas that everv effort should ns wade to achieve ohob zii. vod it

therefore welcomes the establishuent oi a workin~ psroun €O diacuss ant

by e i
Lany JTLE

possibly to solve tle Tev outstendiig guestions on the basis oL the

(ot Lh.

romaaiations contained in the rewmort of the Chairwan of 7
The Austrian delepation renrets that no substantive

achieved by the Legal Sub-Comuittee as concerns the covpletion ol =z

relating to the moon. e £ind this all the more depleorable since

part of such a draft vas already formulated end approved Ly toe Sab-Conmities
five years aro, and ve continue to hope that, ir 2 gnirit of compromise. the

few outstanding differences of opinion may be resolved in tne nesr fubuee.

.

4s I pointed out at the bepinning of #y statewnent, this gessicn should wizo
. g » . N e e o
allow us an opporiunity to discuss sole of the challenges of tuec future. 1o

Austrian delegation feels that it is essential for our efficiency and for the

guccess of our endeavours that we continue to keep abreest of new techuoloss

and of applications of space seience with regard to both their political aud

legal implications and their technological and organizational aspects
in order that the United ilations mey fulfil its role os o focal point of
international co-operation in the explorction and use of outer spoce for
yere indicatec

peaceful purposes. Such challenges of the not-so-distant futuvr

to us by you, Mr. Chairson, the cther day -- solar pover stations in spzce o

help solve the pressing nroblen of securing gufficient eneryy  space

transportation, the need for effective and equitable use of tne seostationary

- [ - . ", e ~ JUIp.. T
orbit  coptact with extraterrestrial civilizations, the guestlion oI coanufacturinyg

in an outer space enviromuent., and so forth. %he Austrisn delegation has

listened and will continue o listen with great interest to the observotions of

other delegations on the future work of the Comuittee and its Sub -Commitices

and hopes that as a result we may be in a position to emtrust the Sup Commitiees
with new importent tasks.

o

Finally, uwy delegation pledges its full gupport to the successiul

outcome of this anniversary meeting of the Committee and reserves more actailed

comments on the subjects before us for = later stage.

he wmeeting rose ab 6 vl




