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The meeting was called to order at 10.17 a.m.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Soanish):  Good morning distinguished delegates, |
now declare open the 590" meeting of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

This morning we will first consider item 14,
Other Matters, related to the proposed Strategic
Framework for the Programme on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space for the period 2010-2011. By now, as |
understand it, this has been distributed in all official
languages.

We will then continue and hopefully conclude
agenda item 8, Report of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee on its Forty-Fifth Session. We
suspended our consideration yesterday pending the
Secretariat’s response regarding the non-paper on
Proposed Guidelines for Selecting and Setting up
UNSPIDER Regional Support Offices.

We shall also and hopefully conclude items 9,
Report of the Legal Subcommittee on its Forty-Seventh
Session, and 10, Spin-Off Benefits of Space
Technology: Review of Current Status.

Time permitting, we will continue our
consideration of agenda item 11, Space and Society,
and we will begin our consideration of agendaitem 12,
Space and Water.

Following the plenary, there will be four
technical presentations. The first one by a
representative of the Russian Federation, entitled
“Presentation of the Draft Treaty on the Prevention of

the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space: The Threat
or Use of Force Against Outer Space Objects’.

The second one by a representative from the
Indian delegation on “Space for Societal Applications:
Indian Context”.

The third presentation will be by a
representative of Japan entitted “JAXA Industrial
Collaboration Programme”.

And the final presentation will be by a
representative  of Germany discussing  “Space
Perspective on Ocean and Inland Waters'.

| would also like to remind delegates to
provide the Secretariat with any corrections to the
provisional list of participants, Conference Room
Paper No. 2, so we can finalize the list. Please submit
corrections by the end of this meeting.

Other matters (agenda item 14)

Distinguished delegates, let us now continue
with agenda item 14, Other Matters, in relation to the
proposed Strategic Framework for the Programme on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space for the period 2010-
2011. Thisisdocument A/63/6/PROG.5. | understand
that this has been distributed in all languages to
delegations.

Now let me ask if all delegations have this
document. You may remember we began to discuss
this document yesterday afternoon.

| take it then that everyone has a copy of the
document and | take it that the Committee agrees with
the proposed Strategic Framework for the Programme
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on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 2010-2011 in its
amended form, following yesterday’ s discussions?

It is so decided.

Report of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee on its forty-fifth session (agenda item
8)

Now, we move on the report of the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee on its Forty-Fifth
Session, agendaitem 8.

| have the distinguished delegate from
Colombia on my speakers list, you have the floor
Joaquin Restrepo.

Mr. J. RESTREPO (Colombia)
(interpretation from Spanish): Thank you very much
Chair. Sorry to take some time. We wanted to have a
review of the main points of the report of the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee on its forty-fifth session.

Generally speaking, Colombia supports the
general statement number 16 on the need for the Legal
Subcommittee to look at the issue of rights of States to
address itself to issues such as the space objects that
have been damaged and applicable under international
law.

Concerning coordination of space activitiesin
the United Nations System. Colombia wishes to ask
that in the twenty-ninth session we have areport on the
benefits of space technology for sustainable
development in Latin America in cooperation with the
Space Conference of the Americas in order to promote
the use of these technologies in strategic areas for the
sake of national and regional development under Earth
observation systems concerning the United Nations
Programme on Applications of Space Technology
concerning the importance of practical training
programmes under this United Nations Programme for
developing countries.  We recommend that we
establish relations of cooperation with countries of
Latin America so that they might re-strengthen their
research centres and work on the priority thematic
areas established by the Programme.

We would also ask that through our Space
Agency we have classes and seminars on satelite
navigation, remote sensing, satellite observations,
structuring of space data for purposes of management
of natural resources, environmental protection and
disaster management, amongst others.

We want to receive support from the United
Nations through programmes of scholarships and
grants so that students can participate in these
experimental courses and projects having to do with
the technological infrastructure that exists in Colombia.

Concerning  satellite  observation,  the
applications for developing countries, we take note of
the importance of providing non-discriminatory access
to remote sensing data and to derived information for
peaceful purposes. We also ask for full availability on
the Internet of high-resolution imagery of the sensitive
areas. Here we propose that guidelines consistent with
national policies be developed within the framework of
national infrastructures since we have seen a lot of
breakthroughs here  and  interlinking  with
telecommunications, which means that there will be a
growing market for geographical information and we
want a facility to the integration of Internet
applications.

Concerning disaster management, we wish to
see an increase in availability and applications using
space technology in terms of disaster management
support. We are very pleased to see the work of the
Andean Committee for the Prevention and
Management of Disasters and ask that this be
supported. The idea here is to reduce the vulnerability
of people and property exposed to natural disasters so
that they might promote sustainable development in the
Andean region.

Concerning recent developments in global
navigation satellite systems, Colombia would like to
submit that we programme the holding of different
seminars, workshops and classes on the benefits and
applications of global navigation satellite systems
again for the sustainable development of different
regions of the world, assistance for our own Regional
Centre would be important.

Concerning the proposed programme for the
forty-sixth session, application of the conclusions of
UNISPACE I1I, mentions this same subject, use and
application of satellite navigation systems on behalf of
sustainable development and capacity-building in this
field. To achieve these objectives, we need to quality
data on atimely basis. We have a provisional plan for
the thirty-sixth session of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee asking that we include international
cooperation as one of the topics on its agenda. This
will alow us to further apply this to sustainable
development under COPUOS especially concerning
technical and strategic topics dealt with.



Last but not Ileast, concerning the
geostationary orbits, this XI on the document. Here,
Colombia, first of all, wishes to remind delegates the
use of geostationary orbit is mainly for the use of fixed
satellite telecommunications purposes, which are the
only dternative in many remote sites for
telecommunications, both in developed and devel oping
countries. So it is a sine qua no(?) condition for long-
distance education and medicine and just citizens
participation in society and also is to cover al parts of
the world.

Now, in this respect, this kind of digital
integration of these remote peoples is something that
makes this geostationary orbit issue so important.
Consequently, a reduction of the digital gap depends
on the use we make of this geostationary orbit. So this
cannot just be limited to market forces. In those areas
where we have large private markets, these may be
legitimate but we must also be able to take into the
equally legitimate social needs of different peoples.
This is one of the problems we have with the market
here that is growing in cost, for example, rental of
satellite capacity in Latin America has doubled in the
last five years and it is becoming a rarer and rarer
resource. For example, the offer now in the Ku-Band
in the Andean region is completely saturated. So the
use of geostationary orbit has to take this into account.
We must bear in mind that the attribution of resources
under the geostationary orbits, these frequencies should
follow procedures set forth by the
Radi otelecommunications Code of the ITU and that we
have to continue to have the synergy between the ITU
and COPUOS so that the necessary adjustments be
made to this Code. We should not forget that the
geostationary orbit is a natural resource. It is non-
renewable, it israre. And asthe ITU has said, both in
its Congtitution in Article 44, as well as in its
Radiocommunications Code, it has to be efficient,
economic and equitable in use to take into account the
needs of the developing countries.

And this is the point we want to draw your
attention to. How we are going to use the
geostationary orbit to meet the developing countries
needs, how it can contribute to the reduction or the
narrowing of the digital divide in that it is broadening.
Colombia will continue to work on this issue, both in
COPUOS as well as in the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee as well as in the ITU where this has
been included as a study point, through the amendment
to resolution 80 that was considered during the last
meeting of the ITU and will be discussed again during
the next Radiotelecommunications Conference of the
ITU, as well as within for a Working Group on
efficient use of the geostationary orbit and its spectrum
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in the Radio Section of the ITU. At least thisis what
came out of the first Preparatory Meeting of the 2011
preparations and the Advisory Group on Radio.

So we have an excellent area in which to work
together on this issue, both in COPUQOS and ITU and
we reiterate the invitation to al countriesin this respect
since these are both open-ended fora. Colombia will
continue to work on the development of this tool for
the analysis of the use of geostationary orbit, GOAT,
Geo-Occupancy Analayzer Tool, and which will be
very useful in looking at any possible modifications
that will be required to radiocommunications here to
strike the adequate balance between the commercial
and social, between the private and public in using this
resource.

It is absolutely fundamental that the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee keep on considering this
issue in order to strengthen the ITU/COPUQOS synergy
here on an issue which is so important since
geostationary orbit will allow us to reach the objectives
set forth in the World Information Summit and in
reducing the digital divide and help contribute to
reaching the MDGs. Thank you very much.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): Let me thank Dr. Joaquin Restrepo from the
Colombian delegation.

Perhaps we can conclude our consideration of
agendaitem 8 during this session.

If delegates would agree, let me give the floor
to the Director of the Office for Outer Space Affairs,
Dr. Mazlan Othman, to address the issues raised
yesterday morning regarding the non-paper on
proposed guidelines for selecting and setting up
UNSPIDER Regional Support Offices. Dr. Othman,
you have the floor.

Dr. Othman is telling me that we are currently
distributing the document that contains the different
amendments so delegations can avail themselves of
this in giving their repositions. So let us wait just a
few minutes until everyone has the document before
them.

| understand that everyone has the document
before them. Y ou have the floor Madam.

Ms. M. OTHMAN (Director, Office for
Outer Space Affairs): Mr. Chairman, there is so many
there that have not received it.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): | think we are running short of copies. What
happened is we began to distribute these to observers
and we should have begun with delegations. So let me
ask the Secretariat to redistribute these. Delegations
are our priority here.

This is not to be discriminatory to our
observers. Obviously we want you to be part and
parcel but let me ask for alittle bit of patience that at
least we get the other copies to come into the room and
distribute them.

Thank you for your patience. | am sure the
wait was worth. We will now begin our discussion
with a presentation of the document by Dr. Othman.

Ms. M. OTHMAN (Director, Office for
Outer Space Affairs): Thank you Mr. Chairman for
giving the Secretariat the floor again.

Distinguished delegates, we have endeavoured
to take into account the views expressed in the
Committee in the revised version of the non-paper. In
the first paragraph, here the Office for Outer Space
Affairs sets up the Regional Support Office in
consultation with the respective regional group.

The second paragraph refers to the utilities
and the infrastructure that should be provided by the
Regiona Support Office, together with the Human
Resources, in order to take part in the UNSPIDER
relevant activities, as well as support to other activities
that would be carried out by the other Regional
Support Offices.

The third paragraphs refers to the actual
process of the Regional Support Office going into
agreement with the Office for Outer Space Affairs.

The fourth just realy states that the Office
will report to the Scientific and Technica
Subcommittee on the activities of the Regional Support
Office.

The fifth requests that the Office will consult
now with the Regiona Group of African States
regarding the offers that have already been made by
Nigeriaand Algeria. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): | thank the Director of the Office and let me
first turn to delegates to ask for your opinions of the
non-paper.

The United States.

Mr. K. HODGKINS (United States of
America): Thank you Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, |
appreciate the work on the part of the Office for Outer
Space Affairs as well as the Director of the Office in
clarifying some of these plights. | had just two
guestions about the revised paper. The first oneis, in
paragraph 1, when we talk about a group of members
States, now does that mean just separate member States
but could that include regional organizations that are
already in existence like, for example, ESCAP, | mean
would ESCAP be able to serve as the Regiona Support
Office, for example? Or is this strictly among a group
of member States that come together to some other
mechanism rather than to an existing one?

And then paragraph 4, my delegation notes
that we have dropped the idea of reviewing the
agreement after a period of, well we knew in the
agreement after a period of three years and then after
six years, looking at whether this particular Regional
Support Office should continue. So that my question
is, are we dropping the idea of some sort of a sunset
clause for the relationship between SPIDER and the
Regional Support Office? Is this an open-ended
commitment that a country will be taking on when they
decide to be a Regional Support Office? The idea of
maybe we are giving a country the opportunity to opt
out of the agreement at some point, that they find that
they it is either not working or that they do not have the
fundsfor it. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): The Director has the floor.

Ms. M. OTHMAN (Director, Office for
Outer Space Affairs): Thank you Mr. Chairman. With
regard to the involvement of the regional organizations,
the wording by a member State or group of member
States allows for the regional organizations to be
proposed either by a member State or a group of
member States as alowed by each individua
organization's Congtitution. We do not know which
particular regional organization could be a particular
member State that could make the proposal but for
other regional organizations, their Constitution dictates
that a group of member States within the regional
organization must make the position. So either by a
member State or a group of member State the regional
organi zations can be proposed.

With regard to the sunset clause, in paragraph
3, it is stated there that there will be an exchange of
letters between the Office for Outer Space Affairs and
the entity and we propose to include the sunset clause
within the exchange of letters because for some



proposals they might want to operate for three years
and some for six years, that will depend on the
situation and that will be covered in the exchange of
letters that will ensure that there is a sunset clause for
both sides. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): | thank Dr. Othman for that clarification. |
hope that alays any concerns and let me reiterate our
gratitude for her clarifications here and any
illustrations on this very important topic.

May | take it that the Committee agrees with
the guidelines as proposed for selecting and setting up
UNSPIDER Regional Support Offices in this amended
form?

It is so decided.
Thank you.

Report of the Legal Subcommittee on its forty-fifth
session (agenda item 8)

Now, let me continue our work on agenda
item 9, Report of the Legal Subcommittee. | think that
we can say that we have concluded agenda item 8,
Report of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
on its Forty-Fifth Session.

Now under 9, my first spesker is the
digtinguished  representative  of  India, Mr.
Radhakrishnan. Y ou have the floor.

Mr. K. RADHAKRISHNAN (India): Thank
you Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, the Indian
delegation considers the contribution of the Lega
Subcommittee over the years in developing the
international legal regime of outer space as very
important. In our view, the Legal Subcommittee plays
a very leading and prestigious role involving and
safeguarding the entire body of international space law
and just founded on ethical principles.

Mr. Chairman, we reaffirm that the five
United Nations treaties evolved to a consensus and
accepted by a large number of countries, constitute the
cornerstone of the international space law. The review
of status and application of the five United Nations
treaties on outer space, therefore, is an important
subject to encourage adherence to this by the States
which are yet to become parties to them.

The Indian delegation is of the view that the
GSO is an integral part of outer space and is thus
governed by the Outer Space Treaty. The continuing
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debate on this subject and on the subject of the
definition and delimitation of outer space, it is crucia
to arrive at a common understanding.

Mr. Chairman, we had earlier announced
about an initiative undertaken by the Indian Space
Research Organization towards capacity-building in
the field of international space law. We continued and
strengthened that initiative during the last year.

Mr. Chairman, we are happy to note that
during the forty-seventh session of the Lega
Subcommittee, the International Institute of Space
Law, IISL, and the European Ingtitute of Space Law,
jointly organized a Symposium on Legal Implications
of Space Applications for Global Climate Change. The
Symposium proved to be useful and informative.

Mr. Chairman, during 24-27 September 2007,
India hosted the fifty-eighth IESC(?) in Hyderabad,
under the umbrella of the International Astronautica
Federation, the International Academy of Astronautics,
and the International Institute of Space Law.

Two other very unique events, in the

(?) of space law, the fifty-eighth Space

Colloquium and the fortieth year of the Outer Space
Treaty were also held along with this event.

Mr. Chairman, the Indian delegation attaches
very high importance to the subject of space debris,
that space debris is an issue in ISRO has been
addressed in the design and operational phases of its
launch vehicle and satellite programmes.  The
reduction of space debris it is of utmost importance as
it poses a great threat to all space assets. International
cooperation is needed and appropriate and affordable
strategies are to be formulated to minimize the impact
of space debris on future space missions. India
considers that the principle of common but differential
responsibility should be adopted. This means that
those countries which are largely responsible for the
creation of space debris and those who have space
capabilities, should contribute to the debris mitigation
efforts in a significant manner, compared to other
countries.

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, the Indian
delegation would like to reiterate its commitment to the
use of outer space for peaceful purposes in the
common interest of mankind. We support
development and continuous evolution of law for the
peaceful use and exploration of outer space so as to
ensure benefits to all countries. We are of the view
that the sovereign right of every country to have access
to space and the opportunity to utilize space for
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development programmes should be well respected. It
is in this context that the safety and security of space
assets should be well-preserved for the better
prosperity of mankind.

The Indian delegation is very pleased with the
progress of significant achievements made during the
forty-seventh session of the Legal Subcommittee. We
endorse the report of the Legal Subcommittee. Thank
you Mr. Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): Let me thank Mr. Radhakrishnan from the
Indian delegation for that statement.

| now give the floor to Gabriella Arrigo from
the Italian delegation.

Ms. G. ARRIGO (Italy): Thank you Mr.
Chairman. Mr. Chairman, under agenda item 9, the
Italian delegation would like to congratulate Professor
Vladimir Kopal as Chairman of the Lega
Subcommittee, convinced that under his leadership, the
Subcommittee will mark important success.

Mr. Chairman, the Italian delegation supports
the efforts undertaken under agendaitem 6 of the Legal
Subcommittee by the Working Group on Status and
Application of the Five United Nations Treaties on
Outer Space, under the chairmanship of Mr. Vassilios

Cassapoglou.

The launching(?) of a State that has not yet
signed nor ratified the Moon Treaty, my delegation is
particularly interested on the debate concerned with the
reasons why only a limited number of countries have
accepted the 1979 Treaty.

We are convinced, Mr. Chairman, that the
new perspectives concerning the colonization of the
Moon and the use of the Moon as a base for exploring
the deep space, call upon a frank discussion on whether
the Moon Treaty contains still valid solutions or
regardless of a shaping in order to adapt it to the new
frontiers of space law, taking into account not only the
previous Law of the Sea, but also other international
legal regimes concerning aerospace(?)-owned(?)
national jurisdictions.

Mr. Chairman, with regard to the examination
on the view of the development concerning the draft
Protocol on Matters Specific to Space Assets to the
Cape Town Convention on Internationa Interests in
Mobile Equipment, you are aware that the ltalian
Government has supported from the beginning the
work done by UNIDROIT inthisfield.

During 2007, we seconded al the initiatives
aiming a alowing an annua meeting of the
UNIDROIT Committee of Governmental Experts on
the Space Assets Protocol which held its last session in
October 2004.

In this line, the Italian delegation welcomes
the encouraging results of the first meeting of the
Steering Committee held in (?) last May
2008 under the chairmanship of Professor Sergio
Marchisio, in order to build consensus on important
urgent issues such as the sphere of applications of the
draft Protocol and to envisage the steps to be taken
with a view to bringing the said Protocol to the final
completion.

We are informed that such a roadmap has
been agreed upon so that the third session of the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts will most
probably be convened in Romein late spring 2009.

Mr. Chairman, with regard to the new items
included in the agenda of the Legal Subcommittee, the
Italian delegation welcomed the endorsement by the
General Assembly of the Space Debris Mitigation
Guidelines approved by the COPUOS.

Italy is highly committed to implement on a
voluntary basis space debris limitation and mitigation
measures. We are convinced that additional efforts
should be made in the field in order to ensure that said
activities in  outer space for al countries

(?) from (?) indifference in
conformity with Article 9 of the Outer Space Treaty.

In this framework, we proposed the inclusion
of a new agenda item concerning general exchange of
information on national mechanisms relating to space
debris mitigation measures, co-sponsored aso by
Ukraine.

We are particularly pleased that the consensus
has been reached in this new one-year single issue item
and we take this opportunity to thank all delegations
who played an active role in helping to reach the
consensus and those who supported this effort. We are
ready to actively contribute in this debate next year.

Mr. Chairman, among the items of the Lega
Subcommittee agenda, the Italian delegation fully
supports the ongoing work concerning capacity-
building in space law as a new single issue and the
preparation of a curriculum for a classic(?) course on
space law to be included in the education programmes



of the Regiona Centres on Space and Technology
Education affiliated to the United Nations.

In this framework, Mr. Charman, | am
pleased to inform you that next September, the
University of Genoa, in Italy, will host the European
Space Law Summer Course where 50 students from all
European universities will participate. Thank you Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Soanish): Let me thank the Italian delegation for that
statement.

I now give the floor to Joachim Marschall
from Germany. You have the floor Sir.

Mr. J. MARSCHALL VON
BIEBERSTEIN (Germany): Thank you Mr.
President. Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, my
delegation would like to express its satisfaction about
the achievements of the forty-seventh session of the
Legal Subcommittee. We would like to commend the
able leadership of its Chairman, Vladimir Kopal, and
the excellent work of the United Nations Office for
Outer Space Affairs staff.

Mr. Chairman, the German delegation
attaches great importance to the work of the United
Nations COPUOS Lega Subcommittee. In this
connection, we welcome the adoption of the Genera
Assembly resolution 62/101 of 17 December 2007
entitled “Recommendations on Enhancing the Practice
of States and International Intergovernmental
Organizations in Registering Space Objects’, which
have been elaborated and adopted by the United
Nations COPUOUS Legal Subcommittee in consensus
last year under the chairmanship of Professor Kai Uwe
Schrogl of Germany.

This resolution contributes to a greater
transparency in national and international registration
factors according to the Registration Convention,
taking into account new developments in the
exploration and use of outer space, especialy with
respect to the commercialization, diversification and
privatization of space activity.

Since many States are in the current process
of elaborating national space legidation, it was high
time to agree on specific elements in this respect on an
international level. Therefore, the German delegation
hopes that the recommendations, as contained in this
resolution, will be implemented soon by the actors
addressed in the resolution, namely States,
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international governmental organizations, as well as
the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs.

Mr. Chairman, the German delegation aso
welcomes the adoption of the Space Debris Mitigation
Guidelines, which have been adopted by the United
Nations COPUOS in 2007 and were subsequently
endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly in
resolution 62/217 entitled “International Cooperation
in the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space” of 21 December
2007, paragraph 26, without a vote.

The German delegation attaches great
importance to the adherence to these Guidelines and
the implementation of international regulatory factors.
We, therefore, welcome the new agenda item of next
year's Lega Subcommittee entitted “Genera
Exchange of Information on Nationa Mechanisms
Relating to Space Debris Mitigation Measures’.
Thereby, the Committee will be informed about
different ways and means of implementing the United
Nations COPUQOS Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines,
as well as other possibly even further reaching space
debris mitigation regulations, international law and
inter-contractual and/or administrative factors which
can be used as a model for other States which have not
yet undertaken steps in this direction.

Mr. Chairman, as an important continuation of
its work, the Legal Subcommittee will carry out its
multi-year Work Plan for the time period 2008-2011 on
general exchange of information on national legislation
relevant to the peaceful exploration and use of outer
space in the framework of a Working Group under the
chairmanship of Irmgard Marboe of Austria.

The German delegation stands ready to
contribute to this discussion on a scholarly basis and
considerable research on this subject has aready been
carried out by the Institute of Air and Space Law at
Cologne University within the so-called Project 2001
and Project 2001+. In this framework, the national
space legislations were examined and so-caled
building blocks were elaborated which can be used as a
practical basis for the elaboration of new national space
legidation. The commutation of this work can be
downloaded, free of charge, from the Internet, details
to be provided by the German del egation upon request.

Let me conclude, my delegation fully
endorses the report of the forty-seventh session of the
Legal Subcommittee and we are looking forward to the
next session in spring of next year. Thank you.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): | thank Mr. Von Marschall of the German
delegation for his statement.

The list of speakers has thus been exhausted.
Thiswas agenda 9, of course.

Do any further delegations wish to take the
floor on this agendaitem?

It does not seem to be the case.

We will thus suspend our consideration of
agendaitem 9, Report of the Legal Subcommittee, and
we will move on and | cherish the hope that we will be
able to conclude our consideration of agenda item 10,
Spin-Off Benefits of Space Technology: Review of
Current Status.

Spin-off benefits of space technology: review of
current status (agenda item 10)

| have no speakers on my list. |, therefore,
consider that we have concluded our consideration of
agenda item 10, Spin-Off Benefits of Space
Technology: Review of Current Status.

Space and society (agenda item 11)

We will now move swiftly on the agenda item
11, Space and Society.

The only speaker | have on my list of speakers
is Mr. Jegede of Nigeria and you do have the floor Sir.

Mr. O. O. JEGEDE (Nigeria): Mr.
Chairman, thank you for giving the opportunity to the
delegation of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to
contribute to the COPUOS meeting agenda item 11 on
space and society under the special theme Space and
Education.

Nigeria, on the threshold of the twenty-first
century, still has many environmental challenges such
as deforestation, water resources management, rural
and advance planning, ecologica  problems,
transportation and communication to resolve. Tackling
these problems by the use of space-based platforms is

(?) as recognized in the Nationa Space
Policy approved in 2001.

Also vital is the human capacity devel opment
and to bring to the public awareness of the benefits of
satellite technology.

Mr. Chairman, permit me to briefly highlight
what are the achievements incorporated by Nigeria for
regional capacity-building in the area of space science
and technology applications.

Nigeria fully supports the United Nations-
affiliated African Regional Centre for Space Science
and Technology Education for English-speaking by a
provision of an infrastructure, teaching resources and

(?) facilities(?) to run the nine-month
post-graduate diplomat courses in remote sensing,
geographic  information systems and satellite
communications.

Today, some 120 nationals from 15 of the
member States have benefited from these courses.

In 2007, the world celebrated the fiftieth
anniversary of the Space Age with the theme “Space
Technology for the Betterment of Humanity”.
Accordingly, the Nigerian National Committee, under
the Nationa Space Research and Development
Agency, NASDA, concluded a month-long programme
of activities, 11 September to 10 October, to educate
the public on the benefits of space technology by the
holding of press briefings, seminars, public city
campaigns, science (?) competitions
among school age children and exhibitions. These
events, coordinated by the celebration of World Space
Week in 2007. At the recognition of Nigerid's rising
profile of entrepreneurship in space, the high school
students at (?), were selected to be
among nine groups of different nationalities for the
second year running that participated in the anniversary
weightless flight on 6 October 2007 in Las Vegas,
United States of America, at a Youth Inspiration
Project by Space Week International Association.

(?) 9 is marked every year to
highlight the importance of space exploration and to
talk to undergraduate students on career prospects in
the building of Nigeria s space programme.

In 2006, NASDA has organized on an annual
basis a Schools Workshop on Space Education. Topics
covered include solar system, space exploration, spin-
offs and a workshop(?) for rocketry competition. The
theme chosen for the 2008 edition of the Workshop
was “Ready for the Sky” and over 1,300 students from
across the country participated at the Kilbe(?)
Workshop.

Mr. Chairman, it is highly gratifying to note
that the private sector organizations and multinational
companies are how supporting our public awareness
and schools outreach programmes.



Nigeria is partnering with UNESCO to
promote space science education curricula at the junior
schools level. Educational materials such as charts,
posters, videos and software on space sciences
produced by NASDA, are given out free to space clubs
in the schools.

In pursuance of the “Catch Them Young”
initiative, Nigeria's Space Agency has commenced
with the construction of a Space Sciences

(?) to encourage interest of young
Nigerians in space science and technology and in the
near future, it has plans to construct a state-of-the-art
planetarium.

Distinguished delegates, | thank you all very
much for your kind attention. Thank you Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from
Spanish): | thank Mr. Jegede of Nigeria for his
statement.

| now give the floor to Mr. Peter Martinez of
South Africa. Y ou have the floor Sir.

Mr. P. MARTINEZ (South Africa): Thank
you Chairperson for giving the South African
delegation an opportunity to present our activities in
the area of space and society.

Chairperson, our delegation attaches great
importance to the promotion of public awareness of the
societal benefits of space science and technology.
South Africa participated in the global World Space
Week celebrations which marked the fiftieth
anniversary of the Space Age. Numerous space
awareness events were implemented nationaly
throughout the month of October. These events were
financially supported by the National Departments of
Science and Technology, Communications, and Trade
and Industry, and were implemented by a variety of
planetaria, science centres and science awareness
organi zations throughout the country.

Chairperson, we are pleased to note that the
United Nations General Assembly in its resolution
8/62/200 of 19 December 2007, declared 2009 the
International Year of Astronomy. This global
celebration of astronomy will aso serve to highlight
the value of space science and technology in
broadening our intellectual horizons and enriching our
daily lives.
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South Africa plans to participate fully in the
International Year of Astronomy. A nationa IYA
Steering Committee was established in June 2007 to
coordinate preparations for the IYA. We welcome
cooperation with al other interested countries in this
forthcoming celebration of the International Year of
Astronomy.

Chairperson, South Africa has a number of
societal projects that have been space-enabled to link
societies and communities of various backgrounds.
These projects are enabled by VSAT, Very Smal
Aperture Terminals. Among these, tele-education
projects are, for example, cotton(?) online, which is a
project of helping provincial education departments in
which over 1,000 students have been connected to the
Internet and have been alocated e-mail addresses to
allow them to connect with other students and with
their teachers.

Another project is Mind Step, which is a
public/private partnership which involves tele-
education and tele-health projects aimed at enhancing
the quality of life for high school students and teachers.
Subjects covered include mathematics, science,
English, lifestyle and HIV-AIDS education. The
project also provides health education programmes to
help practitionersin public hospitals and clinics. Some
of the content is directed at patients in those facilities
such that they can be ized(?) and be able to
better manage their health conditions when they are out
of hospital.

In the area of tele-hedth, the Chris
Harneybaraguana Hospital HIV-AIDS Research Unit is
the largest HIV-AIDS research unit on the African
continent and conducts research collaboratively with
other global institutions.

The research unit uses VSAT to transmit and
receive large data files cost-effectively and in a timely
fashion.

VSAT is also used for tele-radiology of our
hospitals in the remote Eastern Cape Province that do
not have radiologists on site. X-ray images are
transmitted via VSAT from the Eastern Cape hospitals
to a hospital in Johannesburg where they are read and
interpreted and reports are sent back to the Eastern
Cape. Patients can now receive immediately medical
treatment instead of waiting two to three weeks for
results before medical intervention can be introduced.

In the area of e-Government, the Department
of Home Affairs has used VSAT to co