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DRAFT AGREEMENT ON ASSISTANCE TO AND RETURN OF ASTRONAUTS AND SPACE VEHICLES (agenda

- item 3) (A/AC.105/21; A/AC.105/C.2/W.1/Rév.2; £/AC.105/C. 2/L: 185 WG, I/30)

" The. CHAIRMAN. rev1ewed the Sub-Committee's discussions on the item at previous

sessions and observed that there were three main proposals before the Sub-Committee as

set out in a comparative table in document A/AC 105/C.2/W.1/Rev.2. Preliminary

agreement had been reached on certain provisions (A/AC. 105/21 annex III) vy an inforna
worklng party durlng the second part of tne Sub-Committee's thlrd session.

Mr. PIRADOV (Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the Sub-Commitice
now had a firm legal basis for its work in the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activit
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and bther Ce1~3t1
Bodies (General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), annex). From the beginning of the cosu
era, his delegation had consistently advanced the view that the activities of States ir
outer space should be conducted on the basis of peaceful co-existence and for the beu:
of mankind as a whole. The Treaty represented an important step towards that goal a:d
its provisions concerning international co-operation'with equel rights should help to -
promote among States and peoples the participation of all nations in peaceful outer-
space activities. However, respect for the Treaty-was not automatic and therefoire &ll
States must consistently\abide by the principle of pacta sunt servanda. Only rigid
respect for the provisiohs of the Treaty would ensure that outer space wes really us2¢:
for the benefit of mankind as a whole. :

In the decade since the launching of the first artificial satelllte, great strides

~ had been made; research had rapidly advanced from hypothetleal musings to complex stu e8

of all celestial bodies and it was now scientifically certain that man would be able to
reach other planets.

In view of the magnitude of the tasks assigned to the Sub-Committee under operauiv
paragraphs 4(a) and (b) of General Assembly resolution 2222 (XXI), and the small number
of meetings scheduled for the present session, the Sub-Committee must from the outset
determine which of those tasks was the most important and urgent in practical terms an§
give it priority. In his view, the draft agreement on assistance %o and return of -
astronauts and space vehicles met those criteria. Future developments in the explorati
and use of outer space were bound to involve increasing hazards to astronauts since if}

was already clear that outer space was a dangerous and largely unknown environment. T@

recent tragic deaths of United States and USSR astronauts underlined the urgency of th?

need to reach agreement on the question under consideratlon.. The Sub-Committee's tas
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nad heen faci lltated by the adoptlon of the Treaty, whlch regarded astrcnauts as envoys

‘ﬂaﬂklﬁd in outer space and committed the States Partles to it to render to them all

Ds’ole assistance in the event of accident, distress or emergency landlng.
Hi.s delegatlon had reaciied the conclusion that the dlfferences of view whloh had
',oisen in the past in the Sub-Committee had been largely artificial and had been due
fL>cno fact that cons1derations had been ralsed which were external to the main issue of
! 2 rescue of astronauts. His delegatlon had prepared a revised version (A/AC.105/C.2/L.1d)
- i+5 proposal which took account of the relevant clauses of the Treaty and of the views

csed at previous sessions. The revised proposal related exclusively to the rescue

3
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e t-onauts in the event of accident or emergency landing, and made no mention of the
Efﬂtfqo of space vehicles on which there had been particularly protracted discussion. The
J~1m,gp oposal had been s1mp11f1ed as much as possible, particularly the prov1s1ons
governing uotlflcatlon of acc1dents and assistance to astronauts on the terrltory of =
tontracting Party and on the high Sea°ir%; constituted the absolute minimum which wowulid
fbspractical at the present stage of’outer space activities. The revised proposal also

i tock account of fhe views that had been expressed concerning reimbursemevt'of the expenses

incurred in oroviding assistance under the agreement and its final clauses conformed to

similar provlslons 1n the Treaty. }
He hoped that every effort would be made to reach a congensus on a draft agreement

““°; lives in the service of mankind. Such an agreement would be the next maJor

o

>

] n such an “important questlon, so as to ensure the safety of astronauts,‘who were risking
|

L

tribution that the Sub Commlttee could make to the cause of peaceful co-operatlon in
. *he use of outer space. ‘
There here, of course, other items on which progress could be made. The task of
‘ rafting an agr eement on llablllty for damages caused by obgects lannched into outer
; fpace should be greatly fa0111tated by the adopticn of the Treaty on the use of outer
~pace, vhich prov1ded a set of mandatory rules of international law on the subject.
o “ireover, the discussions held at previous sessions of the Sub-Committee had helped to
- slucidate certain aspects of that complex problem and to clarify the p031t10n_of
”Fgatlons, The difficulties that had arisen in the past had been mainly technical,
*d had thelr orlgln in the conplex1ty of the very 1nst1tutlon of state llablllty.

T@V°r past experlence had shown that an agreed approach to the questlon was not

| ’}~30°31ble to achieve. The Sov1et delegatlon, for its part was ready to co-operate to
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'of the elementary norms of 1nternatlonal law and, in addltlon to endangerlng 1nternat1o’

b_ their crimes would not go unpunlshed and that Justlce would trlumph. The march of

" name, However, he could not, in all con501ence, 1gnore the sltuatlon prevalling in the -

- would not press for rigid adherence to the wordlng of thelr joint proposal provided that
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The USSR would also g1ve the most careful consideration to the comments of members:
on 1tem 4 of the Sub-Committee's agenda.' In 1ts view, the Treaty on Outer Space shoul&
serve as the ba51s for any dlscu551on of actlvitles connected wlth the conqnest and
utilization of outer space. ' '

Lastly, he could not help notlng that the Sub- Commlttee was meetlng at a time of
considerable 1nternat10nal tension created as a result of aggresslon by 1mper1allst

States in South-East Asia and the Middle East Such acts constituted a flagrant violatigy

peace and security, undermined the work of the Unlted Nations in promoting human progres

and co-operation and understanding among nations. The aggressors should realize that

mankind along the road of progress could not be stopped.
Mr, REIS (United States of Amerlca) thought it regrettable that after the goo
beglnnlng that had been made at the 75th meetlng, the dlscuss1on should stray from the~;
topics on the agenda and that speakers should allude ‘to matters that they had declined -
to debate in a more approprlate forum. By conflnlng itself to the relevent subJect— .
matter, the Sub-Committee could with goodwlll achieve pos1t1ve results. ,
 Mr. PIRADOV (Unlon of Soviet 8001allst Republics) remarked that he had not

intended to enter into polemlcs and p01nted out that he had not mentloned any State by -

world ‘or refraln from draw1ng attention to it.
Mr. O'DONOVAN (Australia) said that the text submltted Jointly by Australia
and Canada (WG.1/30) was not intended to be a separate draft agreement Although

incomplete, it might be a useful worklng document on whlch a measure of preliminaryg

A=§§£?

agreement'could be achieved. 'The sponsors therefore wished to maintain it, with'the
revisions made necessary by new developments, such as the adoptlon of the Treaty on
Outer Space. Before submitting an amended draft they would give careful con51deratlon
to “the revised ‘Soviet proposal and to any others that mlght be made. ) *g'

Mr PICK (Canada) seconded the remarks made by the representatlve of Australiaw

He hoped that the Secretariat would be able to prepare a new comparatlve table of
provisions embodylng the latest changes.
Mr. COCCA’ (Argentlna) said that the delegatlons of Argentlna, Lebanon and Mexi :

the ideas underlying it were accepted.
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He fel!’ that the draft just submittéd by the USSR cverlooked one very important
in that it neglected to mention the status of the astronaut as an envoy of

ankind. Since that concept was embodied in the new Treaty on Outer Space, it should

';@péﬂr in all proposals for an agreement on assistance te astronauts, or the General

| tssembly night consider that the Sub-Committee was not properly carrying out its mandate.

vy too felt that it might be useful and might facilitate agreement if, at the present

12

<Hage draft proposals dealt -exclusively with the subject bf astronauts, leaving aside

|
|
' poinb
|
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|

| .pace vehlcles.
aL\CRGANIZATION OF WORK

° Mr. REIS (United States of America) asked in what way the mectings of Working

:3ymps I and II would Qiffer from those of tho Sub-Committee, in view of .the identical

__.pocsition of all three bodlcg.

’

i
|the meetings of the Working Groups.

The CHAIRMAN observnd that, for one thlng, there would be no summary records of

Mr. KRI“HNA RAO (India) hoped that it would be possible to provide summary

reccrds for the meetings of the Working Groups as well,

Mr. AMBROSINI (Italy) agreed that summary records would be desirable in the case

:f working groups consisting of all members of the Sub-Committee. He thought, however,
lthat it might be better to appoint working groups of not mére than five cr six members,
Fk;which case no Summary‘recbrds would be requirecd.

' After a brief procedural discussicn, in which Mr. AZIMI (Iran), Mr. OTSUKA
fhpan) znd Mr. OSMAN (United Arab Republic) also tock part, the CHAIRMAN suggested

w0t he should hold consultations to ascertain the wishes of the Sub-Committee concerning

i

fm proevision of summary records, and that a decision ohould be taken by the Sub-Committee
;fter those consultations.

It was so decided.

The mecting rose at 4.50 »n,3.




