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s A/4C.105/C.2/SR. 112

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH MEETING

held on Wednesday, 11 June 1969, at 10.45 a.m.
Cl airman: Mr, VYZNER FPoland

STUDY OF QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO (o) THE DEFINITION OF OUTER SPACE; (b) THE UTTLIZATION
OF OLP] I l".. _JJI.'}JI-‘L‘ il :_HU GtJLJ_.I-‘“_‘ ‘_.\{'.I.J T O.f J f J,_u_’ i _-:L?‘?DT"FI I‘:. A \.l ﬂlOLTt' I.'."“\L LIJJ TIOI: \J[‘ ;L.HJ':\.L_‘JJ_I .
COM!‘IL'N]-L-'-'- TIONS (ué’, .\]LJ_(_A. 1-bam __';:,'- (_.l'.'” .l';-J. T,:._Jﬁ/'r:' /L ;’ﬁ/ FLE V.] ﬁﬁ/i:'_{_: . 10 r/r j/l_g .«i'[) ci;li.i. 14-46)

The CHATRMAN invited the Sub-Committee to take wup agenda item 3. He

L}

reviewed the Proiruﬁu mede since the Sub-Committee had been entrusted with the topic
by the General Asgembly.

So far as concerned the definition of outer space, he recalled that the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committes had stated, in reply to the Legal Sub-Committee!s
questionnaire, that it was not possible at that stage to identify scientific and
technical criteria which would permit a precise and lasting definition; and that a
definition of outer space, on whatever basis, was likély to have important implications
for the operational aspects of space research and exploration. The Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee would continue its consideration of the matter. It had not
done so, however, at the session it had held early in 1969. The Legal fﬂb—Commiftee,

£

for its part, had decided to continue atuuylhg the subject.

The Legal Sub-Committee had in 1968 adopted two resolutions pertaining to the
utilization of outer space. Purstant to the first, the Committee had set up a Working
Group on Dirsct Broadcast Satellites. In the second resolution, the Legal Sub-Committee
had recommended that the Committee should request the spécialized agencies and IAEA %o
l consider and report to the Committee on the partic cular probleas that had arisen or might
arise from the use of outer space. No communication on that subject had yet been

received by the Sub-Committee,

Two other proposals 1 d been made at the Legal Sub-Committee's last session. The

first (A/AC.105/C .;/u.ff)— submitted by France, related to a draft convention corcerning

the registration of objecte launched into space for the exploration or use of cuter
space. It had been agreed that the topic might be considered at the eighth session,

L el ; ) e 5 1 bl S50 A
under agenda item 3. The other proposal {E/Ab.lOG/u.2/L.46)~{ made by Czechoslovakia,
pertained to the utility of elaborating the legal principles on which the creation and

functioning of space UOMJUHlCatIOﬂS should be based.

%/ See report of the Legal Sub-Committee on the work of its seventh sess sion, Official
Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third session, agendd item 24, document
A/7285, annex III, appendix II.
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Mr. CHARVET (France) said that, at the seventh session, his delegation had

proposed that the Sub-Committee should seek a definition of outer space based
conventional criterion.

Furthermore, in view of the fact that space law would, in the last analysis, be
applied far more on earth than in outer space properly so-called, his delegation had
s ffirmed thet the idea of the environment in which space activities took place was

It had seemed

o

than the purposes of such operations. to his

basically less important
delegation thet a definition of space activity must first be found, and at the seventh

mean
the
the

session (102nd meeting) it had proposed that the expression should be taken to

the an object designed to permit

that de

lany sctivity involving intn space of

exploration and utilization of outer space". In its view, finition had

advantage of uging three complementary and inseparable notions: action, place and

purpose.

The notion of action eliminated other activities (astronomy and radic-astronomy)

subject to From the point of view of place,

space law.

ellites

which it was unnecessary to
orbiting in outer space and

Lastly,

launchings into space would include both sat
exploratory balloons or rockets which did not rise above atmospheric space.

as to purpose, the definition would cover all activities connected with the explorationd

or utilization of outer space, inecluding exploratory ballcons and rockebs, but not

including aircraft, even if they entered outer space, since, being intended to link

one point on earth with another, they hed no space purpose. Once it had made an

Sub-Committee would naturally move on to define

The

inventory of space activities, the

demarcation between that space

et ab an altitude of aboubt 80

their exact environment, i.e. outer space itself.

and national airspace could, for practical reasens, be

A eI LR eI
8o far as concerned the uses of outer space, his delegation had also, in 1968,
raised two problems which deserved priority attention: the registration of space
objects and the organization necessitated by the development of applied sp: acbivitiel

Since it considered that the optional registration procedures provided for in article Vi

of the 1967 Treaty w inadequate, it had proposed a draft convention on the

Though
reached,

registration of space objects, agreenent on mentioning that draft in the Sub-

Committee!s resolutions had not been his delegation still held ¢ problef

should be On the

other hand,

Eoon as possible.

rules

studied as
it e el s
delegation had

his

- satellite,

established only general concerning the use of outer space,

drawn attention to certein space activities (telecommunicatbion by meteorolog

and direcc television) which already went beyond the spherc of pure research. To avoid

nflicts, it was important to specify the various competent authorities recourse to

SRghE
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which would have to be compulsory. In any case, the power of decision in the matter

miet rest with Btatgs, or associations of States, and all States should be able to

A1l such
general body of regulatiens,
ICAOD,

expressed

choose the programmes and organizations in- whieh they wished to participate.

activities should ‘be condueted within the framework of a

1

and any conflicts which arose should be submitted either to agencies such as ITU,

WMO and UNESCO gs

riate, or to a

at the sp

approp
regret in that connexion th

new international organization,  He

his delegation had

It was only after gll

vecialized ggencies which

suggested should be consulted had not yet replied. pertinent

s e WAL s s ey : ) . :
information had been assembled that space activities could be given a legal status in
keeping with the broad principles of article IX the 1967 Treaty, namely one baged on

mutual co-operation and assistance.

on of Soviet Socialist Republics) congratulated the United

States on success of the Apollo programme. Successful space secience and

technology evidently raised a large number of new problems, and activi

exploration and use of space should be given a lega
Legal

had participated in the preparation of the 1967 Treaty and the

with the

gratifying to note the valusble contribution made by the Sub-Commi ttee, which

1968 Agreement.., The

United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, held in

1968, had been a milestone on

that most States wished

the road to international co-operation; it had shown

outer. space to be reserved for peaceful co-operation between
States and to be made the subject of an a

The Sovie

greement specifying the conditions of its use.

delegation considered that the Sub-Committec should examine the

interesting propossis submitted by the Czechoslovak del_ﬁqt;on on a specific problem

closely connected with the legal and other conssqguences of satellite communications.

In accordance with the 1967 Treaty, telecommunications must be used by States. for the

good of mankind with a view to.strengthening friendly relations between countries

.

The conclusion reached by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee that it. was

impossible, for the time being, to identify the sclentific and technical criteris which
N 3 S S L A - S I
would permit a precise and lasting definition of outer space, in no way implied that

th e

Iegal Sub-Committee should not

The F snich

tackle the legal aspects of the problen.

-

delegation's proposal for the registration of

but the USSR deleg

objects launched into

space should be considered very carefully; tion was of the view

- e e . Peg LTy e ] o gl P : 3 i s 1 . L L o B
that present practicgl requirements were satisfied by the_exlutlﬂf regisuration system,
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i : - o et of "demarcation" rather than "definition! in that contex : ’
The Sub-Committee'’s main task was to prepare the draft convention on liability han "definition™. in that context, since the lattsr term
1 ! : 2 9 conveyed no precise meaning to the juris . -
aused by objects launched into outer space, That draft had been under - v P 3¢ meaning to the jurist. Demarcation was of great practic

2 . importance for a reason which. from the ° L A
delicate legal problems raised by the P n walch, trom the legal viewpoint, was fundamental - atmospheric

for damage ca
consideration for five years and, despite the
eventually become an international instrument acceptable

The views of States

Se gk - space was under the sovereigntv of States in acc A {:
dea of liability, it should ‘ ignty of States in accordance with a well-established
to a1l States, however different their legal systems might be.
OQutstanding problems could and should be

principle of international law, whereas
3 ea5, according to the principles set forth in the

1867 Treaty, outer & Was res
T, 3 space wag res commun for mankind as a whole. Owing to that
- — L = {8

were well known, and need not be repeated. ’
resolved as a whole, given a real desire to reach a solution and %o accept a reasonable o“““f“’;l difference betwsen the legal regimes of those two parts of space, it was
T i ot L el Ay ; |
compromise. The USSR delegation, for its part, was most anxious to carry out the vital, from a strictly legal point of view and notwithstanding the arguments of those
General Assembly's decisions and to forge ahead, although, in the spirit of compromise L T?l“bajngu that it was vnnecessary to find a solution immediately, that the problem
aho d. ke solrrad -+ el
which should prevail, it was prepared to contribute congtructively to the achievement QhLuL? = UT}J g
AL R A e R e N T
the desived solution. Specifically, it was prepared to agree that the convention ; A8 tclJJD use of outer space, some maintained that the only present known use was
T ] T ahl sata
on liability should cover nuclear damage; to agree that the convention, even if not Tfr bOTzd;lc?tlon e i
e b g R S :
tended to cover nuclear damage, should mot limit 1iability; to accept the Indian ;;_v??_; ufdllJ ?E Seen even now that space would be used for other practical purposes.
compromiae proposal concerning the applicable law, and, in particular, to agree that tie 115t of possible uges which the French representative had suggested should be
compsnsation should be defined in accordance with international law, taking into e T?MTD as yet no doubt be merely hypothetical, but it would nevertheless be
account the laws in force in the respondent State as well as those in force in the 1'f uf iy (PO Sonsiusr BiTalphtaswey Eholesital ent of & body competent to
sSUGHoTmL e Oor 1 1T et e -
claimant State; and, lastly, to agree that the international or intergovernmental SHtRoTiLZe o PrONIDIL certain wses. Theiuss of space by all States for any scientific
purpose should, of course, be suthorized, but what mainly required thought was its use

organization with compotence in a1l matters relating to activities in outer & £
Lox economic purposes he 196 i
OIlc, purposes. The 1967 Treatv stgte og wrinecinl 1
ALy stated, as a principle, that the exploration

States would have participated in the preparation of
and use of oute =he =] fry Aty S _ AL T Is
e outer space should be carried out for the benefit and in the interest of

| ML

majority of whose member

convention on 1iability, should be held liable, in accordance with the provisions of :
=i e e PR boge o

2l obales, wlith Al serdminagtic My . e
; y without discrimination. That principle should be interpreted in the

- — el - 2L 2 Lile

O

ed.
broadest

the convention, for the damage it caus
States represented on the Sub- Committee

'I’lflT"i’-‘_]_" that thz benefita o + o s
nely, that the benefits of the use of suter space should he

The Soviet delegabion hoped that all other

distei butaed souit
fe 5 WOl I L : Lstributaed eguitak e e g NG (e
aimilar concessions on those points, S0 that 2 y among all States. Thet idea was the mors important sines the

would indicate their willingness to make

principle of squitable distributi =
problem would be that of the procedure for the settlement of uitablie distribution had already, although as yet munofficially, been

tl onLy outgtanding nder 1 it 1 :
he onl endersed b the Stgtes whic
22 3 1 Lates which were at nrasaent d ineo
} Iog JELLCA WETe al pre congic ering ways and meang of reg ulatbis 1

disputes. States with different sconomic and social systems held different opinions i iR
ten 1d d X p ule use of the sea-bed 1 ol
1 = u = . eoiy B . DL b sea—-oed and 5] ean L.l
on that problem, but such divergencles of views were outside the scope of the conventia i ) fi R
o
B Moresover, Traffic in outer srace
» traffic in outer space was assuming proportions which called for the -

and agreement would be possible only if provisions acceptable to all

on liability,
however, that the Legal Sub-Committee would spar

adopticn of reg it T, del i
parties could be drawn up, He hoped, o egulatbions without delay, as in the cass of air traffic, %o which ICAO, a
una Lr\ﬂ:-{. E\Iatir“r ik gt T | A el e Rl
: ong specialized agency, devoted all ite attention,  And it was not only

no effort to ensure that the work of its eighth seggion was not ineffectual, and that o
Prablem of the actual movement of
L oL bhe aclual movement ol space vehicles traffl ji requi a a
! leg a which reguired ecarly stud
e et garly stuay

was made at last with the law of outer space. o R
and 3-5OL?_1tlrJn3 bt also

it would see that some Prograe
TR, : thao of Gl YLy ooy ot 4% 3 -
tatives of France and the .that of the registrationy and the Prench preliminary drafh

Mr. AMBROSINI (Italy) observed that the representat

BEs the maiter T :
\ : & matter would have to be esarefully studied by + 8
positions on the question of the demarcation ' o6 carefully studied by the Sub-Committee

=

doviet Union had clearly indicated their T}
nere was anotb nroble e 4 -3 N2
e J another problem which, in the Italian delegation's view, also r quired
2t1ont s ew, also require

between atmospheric gpace and outer space, and on the use of outer space. His own

irly solution and
: ucvion g on which the Sub--Committee i R ] 2
ib--Commitiee would have to make up for lost time

_.'._4’

accepb, in broad outline, the solutions proposed tec those probl

Sub-Committee should spe

delegation was able to ‘ :
because it should shortly be vre " 1
1ould shortly be prepared submit to the General Assembly a draft

(=4 o A i el 9 A =1 1rar

particularly that propogsed for the demarcation problem. The
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resolution as requested by that body in resolution 2345 (XXII) of 19 December 1967:

it was the problem of liability for damage ca used by objects launched into outbter space.
ecent having

m
The purpose of the French proposal, on the other hand, was to place on record

The Sub-Committee had before it a very large number of drafts, the most T the nationality of objects launched into cuter space, using the term "registry" as

been submitted by Italy (A/AC, 105/C.2/L.40/Rev.1). 1In that draft, the Italian

delegation had tried to incorporate certain provigions from the other draft texts
it had tried

B L SN g T o A =
it was used in article VIII of the 1967 Treaty and in paragraph 7 of the Declaration:
of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use

submitted and a number of peints elready accepted by the Sub-Committee; OQuter Space (General Assembly resolution 1962 (XVIII) of 13 December 1963). = In those
above all to avoid undue complication and to propose general terms of a kind likely to provisions, registration was connected with the obligation to return space objects to

5 : : Sta it Hogse rosistry thev spe i r & 1
meet all contingencies. the State "on whose registry they are carried". The purpose of the french proposal

Mr. BOYD (United States of America) thanked the Chalrman and the re resentatiyv was apparently to provide a method of identifying the bwmer of & ticu fect
Mr. SuLy p ying particular object

; i : ] i Pram dta ratirn + - 1. =R el i i /
of the Soviet Union for the congratulations which they had offered to his country. He afver 1ts return to earth, especilally in cases where damage was caused by the objec

- » - . - - - -t m - PERL s “ i - - -
wished in his turn to congratulate the Soviet Union on its own success 1n its outer- The United Nations registry did not in itself serve as a means of establishing

space exploration programme. the ownership of space objects, but there were reasonsbly precise identification

s . . . . . . ) 17 Sy s i ST P : A
He would confine his remarks for the time being to the draft convention concerning teclniques, conslsting mainly of the analysis of time and.trajectory of re-entry
y of entry,

. - - 1 . . 3 - 1 ela P e . Tl e - i
the registration of objects launched into space, which had been proposed by the French the analysis of certain bolts, component perts and alleoys, and the examination of any
Essentially, the French marke and numbers which might have survived re-entry.

delegation and which his Government had studied carefully.

proposal called for the establishment of multiple registers, which would be maintained His country had a space tracking network which made it possible to detect and

by individual Governments or groups of Governments and which would contain certain track spacecraft within a short time of ‘2 launch anywhere in the world. The National

information. Under the terms of article 3 of the draft conveuntion, the registration leronautics and Space Adminigtration (NASL) published twice a month information which
number would be displayed in at least two places on the space object and on opposite to a large extent duplicated that which his country submitted to the United Nations
sides thereof, if the size of the object permitted; it would be shown on at least one registry, and which, in addition, related to objects launched by other States.and by

jidentification plate inside the object, and "be repeated as frequently as possible in ‘nternational organizations, identifying in each case the launching authority.

order to permit identification, in case of accident, of portions or component parts of ' it would undoubtedly be useful, from the standpoint of potentially claimant
hepbjecth: states, if there were an objective mesns of determining the ounership of space objects

In considering the proposal, his country had weighed it against the registration wiich was not dependent upon the technology of potential respondent States. : The French

system instituted in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1721B (XVL) of proposal attempted to establish such a system by linking numerical designations marked
o =) =i i 2 g = =Ll b dx A AR gl o S
20 December 1961,in accordance with which his country regularly reported, for the on .space cbjects to entries in open national registers. The idea itself was a valid-

N . . . . . - cns 1t R e Af it g ] X
purposes of the public registry thus established, the following information in Cne, Ut his country had serious doubts as to the technical feasibility of the

respect of all its satellites launched during the reporting period: international proposal as 1t now stood,

designation, launch vehicle, spacecraft category, date of launching, nodal period, One fundamental difficulty was the lack of precision as to how space objects

inclination, apogee and perigee. The purpose of the United Nations public registry was would have to be numbered in order to permit identification. According to the
to record the objects launched, but not to indicate their nationality; moreover, the Proposal, the number must be displayed in "at least two places on the object! and on

» ’ ) L] : L3 = = » : o ] (=] ”",’1;"_\ +3F3 e o - : = h
country registering the object with the United Nayions and the country of ownership N Midentification plate inside the object." The second paragraph of article 3
3

A o . = : | s . imnl3a o B ]
might well be different. His country, for example, informed the United Nations of imoiled, furthermore, a' substantially more comprehensive numbering system, stating
L S =R = &

- 5 ) . . 2 A . { ,"l,‘.'l T he 5 Sl -
cbjects launched by other countries, but did not indicate the nationality of the object vhat the number "shall be repeated as frequently as possible in order to permit
A s identifieationn L e e L .
in question. nilfieation”. ' It could reasonably be argued that numbering should afford the best
rossibi T T S e IS s .
¥ 1ble chance of identification, without, however, obliging the launching State to
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incur unreasonable expense, without imposing any inconvenience upon it or without
requiring it to modify the aerodynamic or structural qualities of the space object.,
hig country could

Even under that interpretation, however, a basic problem remained:

not envisage any numbering system that wou.d gecomplish the French objective of

ensuring a reasonable chance of identirication, without at the same time imposing an

undue burden on the launching State.
To ensurs identification of a large booster or spacecraft, the thousands of
= - ¥

components which might conceivably survive re-entry would have to be marked, and that

would be extremely costly. If identification plates were ettached, they would add

significantly to the space object'!s weight, and, if they were atbtached by screws or
rivets, they would threaten its structural integrity.

Moreover, launch vehicles and spacecraft were composed of thousands of components
manufactured by a large number of contractors and sub-contractors, and, while spacecraf
might be manufactured with a specific purpose in mind, launch vehicles and many

spacecraft components, on the other hand, were not assigned to a specific mission in

advance. Consequently, in his delegation's view, a plate bearing the mission-related

registration mark required by the French proposal could not be attached during the

On the other hand, if plates were attached subsequent to

process of manufacture.
disassemble and reassemble the space object, an

That

menufacture, it would be necegsary to

operation which would lead to delays, increased costs and reduced reliability.

would be a problem not only for States manufacturing their own equipment, but also for

atates and international organizations purchasing components or fully-assembled rockets

or boosters from snother country.
Finally, even if the technical difficulties were surmounted, the marking system

proposed by France would not provide an absolutely certain means of identification.

For example, even if the registration number were repeated on each square metre of a
large rockeb, there would still be no assurance that a piece surviving re-entry would

carry the number. The number might be burned away during re-entry, and there were

many small parts to which a registration plate could not be attached.

Though it had pointed out the technical problems raised by the Freanch delegation's

registration system proposal in its present form, his

any other technique which could achicve the objective of such a system in a practical

way. In view of the importance of the objective, however, his delegation proposed that

the technical aspects should be the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committeed

referred to
It was prepared to give additional study to the question, in the hope of finding some

practical and effective method of achieving the desired result.

delegation was unable to propose

=i A/AG.105/C.2/SR.112

,
Mr. RTHA (Czechoslovakia) congratulated all the scientists, technicians and
astronauts, both in the Soviet Union and in the United States of fmerica, who were
responsible for the successful flights of Venus 5 and 6 and Apollo 8, 9 and 10. As
General Svoboda, President of the Czechoslovak Republic, had recently pointed out to
the representatives of ICSU's COSPAR, all men of goodwill desired that thosge
achievements should be used not for military purposes, but.exclusively for the peace
prosperity and happiness of nations. . -
So far as ‘the definition of outer space was concerned, the task before the Sub-
Cormittee was a complex one. Many elements would have to be taken into consideration
including the sovereigniy and security of States, the wvarious physical agpects, the :
interests of civil dviation, the peaceful exploration and use of outer space,. and the.

fact that man-mede vehieles moved through the air as well ‘as in outer space. Those

elements would “have to be congidered jointly and not in isolationy and his delegation
believed that no single eriterion could lead to a definition which would be Both
comprehensive and satisfactory for -each State.” In view of those tonsiderations and
the ?apid development of technology, his delegation considered that new technical
studies-should be made, that objective data should be compiled to enable the Sub-
Committee to accomplish its task suceessfully and, in particular, that the advice of
ICAO0 should be sought, 3 j

With reference to the draft convention concerning the registration of objects
launc it ] £ b
unched into space for the exploration or use of outer space, the French delegation
v 3

whilch had submitted the draft, obviously started from the agsumption that the mumber

of States participating in research ¢ i i
laregie earch on outer space was increasing, as wes the number of

objects j i ; ] tatisti ] :
7 s launched into outer space. Statistics showed that there were Several hundreds
6] J-'..‘ tho Se

]
!

objects and that ir num] ' ANal
Jects and that their number was growing. ‘It seemed reasonable to say,

t! e = o -
herefore, ‘that more precise arrangements should be made.

The fundamental idea underlying the draft deserved: the Sub-Committee!s atténtion
but 1 FElh th : ? A i
t he“félt that a number of practical problems relating to the implementation of the

draft convention must first be clarified. An assessment should be made of ‘the utility

af the ¢ S RV A= g by 4 ; L
e present ‘system of reporting to the Secretary-General ‘of ‘the United Nations, in
. I :

aceordance with General Lssembly resolution 1721B (XVI). - The Seeretariat might ‘perhaps

PTepare a report on ‘that system and on the results obtained so far.

As to space’ communications, his delegation still held the view that work on the

formuilation of the lege inciple i i1 i
legal principles governing their creation and functioning should

Stf—lI“‘t ng o = = >
as soon as possible. It was confident that, at its next meeting, the Working

Group o ire S
P on Direct Broadecas ites si
ast Satellites would consider some aspects of the problem.
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Mr. VRANKEN (Belgium) congratulated the Soviet Union and the United States

of America on their recent achievements in outer space.

With reference to the French representative’s statement on the definition of

outer space, he pointed out that the Scientific and Technical aub-Committee had found

itself unable to provide any sound basis for a satisfactory definition of outer space
or atmospheric space. It followed, therefore, that if a definition was necessary, the
Legal Sub-Commititee was the body which should work on it, and the definition would,

therefore, be purely conventional. The Sub-Committee would, however, have to beke the

geographical, scientific and technical data into account.

In view of the rapid development of space operations,
definition of space, even from the

the question might be asked

whether the moment was opportune for drawing up a

legal point of view. His delegation had certain difficulties in accepting the first

to the horizontal limit of atmospheric space.

From the technical standpoint, that limit might give rise to problems in view of ‘the

part of the French proposal, relating

smallness of the territory of many sovereign States.

His delegation believed that the idea of "purpose" put forward by the Prench

representative was sound, but that any conclusion as to its intrinsic value would be

difficult to reach in the absence of a draft text. Once the convention on liability

had been drafted, however, it would be useful to begin considering the question of

the registration of objects launched into space - a practical and inecreassingly

in view of the development of space operations
ed to the Scientific and

necessary task,
which,
Technical Sub-Cormittee.

As to the use of outer space, his delegation pref
£ the Working Group on Direct Broadeast

on sccount of its complexity, should firast be referr

erred to reserve its position

until something was known about the findings ©
Satellites, and about the results yielded by the work of the United States and Soviet
astronauts in the course of 1969.

Mr. AMBROSINI (Italy) repeated his delegation's view that a solution to the

Furthermore, the present

problem of identifying space objects was urgently needed.

system, under which registration with the United Nations was merely recommended, shoul

be changed, and registration should become a legal obligation. His delegation had no

settled opinion on the subject of identification marks but felt that the system adopte

should be as simple as possible. The space object or 1ts component parts must of

course be marked in some way, so that victims would know where to send their claims

for compensation.

- but that was a subject
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whether it was still sn active satellite or a

moreover, had sn element of legal uncertainty, since the criterion might change later
Ol

His delegation considered that the only legal justification for such a definition
was that it would uphold the Chicago Convention on Civil Lviatiqu and that did
not. recognize the possibility of the violation of air ‘space befors the date of the

Treaty.

ce he had already mentioned, another member

designed to meet the

the meeting of the Liaison Commitls
had which was

difficulties raised by

his preference for the von Karman line',

all the physi

expressed

cal, thermodynamic, aerodynamic, e xobiclogical,

al probls of air and division at

hyvsiological and mechanie That line put
Y £

275,000 feet or

space

=y
U

4

The r

approximately the miles proposed in the draft code on the explorati

and utilization of outer space prepared by the David Davies Memorial Institute of

International Studie Meny scientists and jurists were in favour of that 1den,

line was not hard and fast, because of the natural variations in atmospheric compositio

and the differe

ce in the forece of gravity at the Bquator and at the poles, but it made

an important contribution to the study of the matlier.

B had been

rtﬂntl

meeting, the question of human limitations in outer space

E
e sane

;_r

human factor was not very imp

had

studied, end several experts had concluded that

in defining outer space or fixing its limits. slso been argued that fixing

limits v a legal question. Bub the jurists! difficuliy lay in the fact that there wa
no seientific definition of outer space, celestial bodies and, in particular, space
flights; &and exchanges secientists and jurists were es

mieal eo

sxpert had thought that political rather than physical end tecl
should be 1 into account. Yet another scientific expert had
impossible to fix a limit to outer space, for there were many limits

View.

There were three criteria 16 physical criterion, which

related to the enviromment; the technical criterion, which related to the vehicles;
2/ United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol.l5, p. 295.

19 - o
y J-:-./ SHi
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on which was neither physical nor technical and related to

considered that it

Wels

=

marcaticn., The definition sound bagis
LHAT RELE

for discussion, but he would

It would

> gams!,

also be useful

to compile a list of activities for the exploration and
use of outer space.
The registration of space vehicles could be made the subject of a protocol or

= +hea = il 1
other annex to the general convention, which should be drafted first.

The meeting rose at 1 p.n
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BEITING

Poland

RELATING TO (a) THE DEFINITION OF °/C0E; (b) THE UTILIZATION
CELESTIAL, BODIES, INCLUDING THE VARIOUS IMPLICLTIONS OF SPLCH
“b:nua item ;) LL/mU.LJJ;b.:/L.qj and L.46) (Cu vbinued ) i

¥

Mr. ¥ILLER (Canada) congratulated the delegstions of the United States.and.

Soviet Union on their countriss! recent activities in outer space, and he also

tulated the many other countries which had undertaken activities in connexion with
the exploravion and usc of ocuter space.
With reference to the dralt convention concerning the registration of objects

the exploration or use of

submitted by France

;;/C,Q/L.z )i said thet Canads was in favour of an international system for the

of space objects, particularly as such a system

would be of immense bhenefit

rmining the Stote or internationzl organization liable in the event of &

caused by space objects, Owing, howewver, to the tec¢hnical nature of the methods of

marking, recording and istering ownership of & space vehicle, it would be necessary,

ihe thouzht, to obtain advice on the

the draft convention, He therefore

at the 112th meeting that the
flechnical and Scientific Sub-Committee should he consulted.

e lcomed. the suggestion made by the Belgian

In view of the snalogy hetw

en the French propos

and the methods of regic tullﬁ”.
pureraft and ships, he proposed that the Sub-Committee should endeavour to study mor

Plosely the registration procedure that for that purpose it
% Pury

Bhould turn to the United Nations gpecialiged agencies such as ITU, ICAD and. TMCO for

information on how the na nal registrotion was co-ordinsted internationally,
; Y

support in principle for a generally agreed

ezation could accept the French propogal that

1y provide

adeguate method of
information contained in those registers could be worked out, based on an
international co-opecration and co-ordination, particuls rly among

i s =)

Tes which eny

2d in space actiwities, : >

From the Freneh draft convention it would appear that each Government would have

in deciding whether to register a givern object arn air or Space vehicle.

that would depend on the purpose for which the object hed been designed,
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Some conflict might, however, be caused if another State disagreed with the launching R e

| tion concerning the
orpital charzscteristics aof

s : =5 ; h space object (node eriod, 1 i i
Statels decision. - Although, therefore, a conyention based on the French proposal migh ! Space obdect (nodel peniod, lnclingtion, apogss

and
Pgrlgce)¢ as well as its internationzl

initially lessen the need to define "space object!" and "spasce activity", those cnation, as in the reports which most

. . : : launching States, includine Canda o AE LTS 2 e b

definitions might still prove useful in avoiding potential disagrecments. In practice - ? Wding Canda, volunterily submitted to the Secretary-General of
s Tni ted J'_'.]I-_:-t 1 =

. 2 y 1 VL4 3 bile 1 Le S 01LONE .

what was meant by a space object, in the sense of 1ts registration as such, would be -

] le wondered why, in artiele 3, it

i i : > a wa.s sed thet the i
largely determined by the precedents, in S0 far as.a nebionsl decision to register an 5 proposed that the letter

C should be among
thu.conponants of the rep

; : B i ; Vet 2 Lration number He oted that a g1 i el
object as a space object was not disputed internationally. He would like to know, ation number, He noted that the provisions of article 3
‘ollowed exis ting civil a

] . - r ] - S : Sl aviation practice
however, how the French delegation thought that disputes arising fxom he) converntlon i

i

8 dn fayvour of an intermetionsl
stration which would elaborats the term

VIII of the 1967 Treaty.

1ada, he repested, W b .
would be resolved. s

There were other points on which he would also like some explanation. He wondered

ey - o Al AL
otete of regigtry" used in articles V and
: : : ‘ . T el The institution of such & Svitem { rabl 3
for example, whether the expresslon "iny object" used in srticle 1 covered non-military 5 2 titution of such a system was desirable and necessary,
particularly in orde 3 glve affeet tg 4+ gt £ I
I y in order to give effect to the provisions of article VI of that

objects only, or whether the convention was intended to apply to all objects launched Sl
which dealt with responsibility for activi

eaty,

; S5 ; e s Aities earried : - 7 =]

into outer space. The repistration procedure laid down in the Chicago Convention on 1Vitles carried on in outer spaos by States and
E _ : Gl ernational organizations There should be i

International Civil Aviation, for exemple, did not apply to State asircraft. Similarly = e s - =te should B o formal link between

N 3 the launching State

ey . ST international organization and the space obiect. to facilitate i - |

the registration rules of internas ional law of the sea were not applicable to werships ©\=kace obdect, b0 el likate the exarciie of e EReg
e

sovereignty and proprietary rights

3 ; e s . over the space tEat e A e

and certein other categories of State vessels. i ol i © SRace objecy while 1t was in the oomron
Coms 1 0 ou e F'!TJH-C" i)\oth i]’.‘l ﬁh. ) . i 4 ~ e

i o R et e : ks e : apa ezl Lot SOLD & and an @viatlc that
Al though congidering that, from the point of view of a public order in outer spac el Dplng and 1in aviation, that essential link wcg
provide ' the notion of n- tionality P = :
i ; 4 c Vi JUSEE . = R EERE 4 £l Pt 51 2 ;_\"LWJ,- = v P e et
it would be desirable for all space objects, whatever their function or nature, to be L1TY OX ate of registry,

His delegation regretted that the sveeisli
. 3 shace ¥ bt B Li < e e W LLLE LSS B 235 fls LED ieg 2 1 TLABA 8
registered, he thought that the application of such an obligation to military space . { \ # Phoesalded ascncies and LIML hod nots deted op
X L =1 (2] = i sl = ’ - g Ll ::
1€ Legal Sub-Committee's recommendation thet thev should submit reports on th probl
- ¥ st i subm: eports on the pr ema

objects might be considered incompatible with the existing principles and rules of k. :
= posed by the use of outer space in +

in—trsrn{“tlfjl’l&l law & ';pll(.’?LDlL-' +o -,-.’EI‘?:'HJ.[JS Sinct State alx Clr-ft. 1 Telf of CC'J.'l‘i'-‘Lt..hf,‘-.-. _]_1}’1

o T e A =
atvenvion had been drawn by ITU to the way in which

Sub-Committees!s

. i . - =4 - ] w] 3 ‘ Berfcr & jeonar .
lnother point was whether article 1 epplied to any satellite, regardless of its inverierence  Jeopardized the radio-
i I - communication facilities used £ 11
T Lol : e : > i Les used for guiding rockets : Transmitting
intended lifespan. @ The fact was thet some satellites were sent into space Wwith a vie 7 s g rockets s bransmitting data o and from space
1 P elli+ea Ao e G 1 . 5 2
ellites, s well as to other problems

to their recovery after only one or a few orbits. The guestion was, whether they

coneerning direct brozdcaat gsatellites:
world Administrative Radio Confex

17 he
that the second

Lie

Y T The same applied to space objects in solar orbit or deep in o rence for Space Telecommunicatio
shou = £k L0 be held in Gene : = e
e in Geneve in 1971, would undert

outer space, and to objects designed for a more or less permanent landing on other rel ot + s e
——-8ting 1o the problems of interference, frequency assienment and Smeowhid woadtsams
= R . ] ¥y assigmment snd in-orbit positioning,

HC expected that that Conference, and the .

celéestial bodies.
- i e ol neo B M i i service' in
He would slso like some explanation of what was meant by "a joint service® 1n ol lowiy
CLLOWing year would remove some of the

%)

Lonterence of Plenipotentisries to be held the
“ne

present inadéquacies and et

5%

s P W wreey tb' E-_E(-i the tGK b i e
artiecle 2. If it was joint or internstional registration that was intended, the SRR i L g + ey
£ T 5 capacity and suthori ¥ to deal with instances of harmful int :

2 e L L AohD &l Lexr J.

3 . g ) % Parties

could be made slightly more explicit, The phrase "the other Contracting Parties . .
- n his opini the exiegting intex i '

.S opinion, the existing internationsal organizationg,

S Eenee.,

s el cati ic eclially in §aLs Sl
exercising supervision over that servica" also required clarification, especially in re for the +ti bei i a0
. ; - 2 s a == LOX € Taime Deing adeguate for resulating sp: 2He)
view of the long discussion at the Sub-Conmittee!s seventh session on the extent of e < 2 I regulating sSpace activitiecs in their res spective
LE108 of HJurizdi 3 Y +1
5 of jurisdiction, and they should therefore, as and when reguired. be given
o x S 8

authority to ensble

lizbility imputable to the relatively passive lsunching State. Again with reference

“ditional responsibility

: : ‘ M S G e e -Onal responsibility and them to di

to article 2, he would like the function of the object to be entered in the registers o e Hhem b Schares Ghode fmpbions
‘ Lectively,
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The Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee had not changed its position since 1967

when it had stated that it was not currently pogsible to identify scientific and
criteria which would permit & precise and lasting definition of outer

the had been at the time of the
That was and

technical

gituation was still seme as it

and consequently the

Legal Sub-Committee! s seventh session. to say that the observations

made n delegation, both in the Scientific and Technical pub-4

by the Canadiz
vol debate in the Legal

suggestions

Committee and during the gene Sub-Cormittee, remained valid,

Canada woe still not convinced that there s yet a compelling need for a linear

definition of outer spece. Moreover, i view of the rapid progress in the mayufaciu

of heat-resistant materials and the need not to compromise & NEw and still unforseen

use of outer space, his delsge .tion continued to believe that it would be prematurb for

the
further.

Legal Sub-Committee +5 seek to do more than take the study of the matter a stage

the guestions of the definition of oull

obje

M. BEREZOWSKL (Polunu) remerked that

space, of space activities and of the registration of space ots were conditioned

astronauts were sent into

ticle WV

both by technical factors and by the circumstences in which

space, Lt should be emphasized in that conmexion thet, in accordance with ar

of the 1967 Treaty, a8
17

tronauts must be considered not only as members of a space Ccrev,

hole of mankind to celestial bodies., Problems also arosSe,

which had to do with the legd

also as envoys of the

which were more theoretical than practical, and

however,

status of outer space.
.F

the frontiex

Sp fur as demarcation was concerned, since it ha

entific and technicel criteria, the best solution would be to ﬂrn. g lojs!

sel
atmospheric and outer space in & conventional way; it should be fixed at about 100
on altitude beyond which airecraft could not go.

to space activities, the problem must be strictly ‘related to the text and

interpretation of the 1967 Treaty. Tn particular, 1t was importent to define what

cable to persons carrying out space activa

should be

national or international law would be appli

on the moom. Obviously, international law would heve priority. It

that under the 1967 Treaty a

control over

vemembered, however

space maintained its jurisdiction and that object and ‘over all the crew

the object; but that did not mean that that ercise

conld ¢
the

the

State 'ny power whatsoevel

over the moon, for that would be incompatible with pTinCiplCS of the lreﬁtv.

Palish delegation intended to submit a document on problem of the law applicable

the moon'se surface.
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M., BROSTHNT (J.L;r'l\() gaid

submitted by France

that his dele

1tlon supported, in principle, the

i :

draft convention
1 tion concerning the registrati :

g the registration of objects launched into

Epace.

So far asg

concerned the problem F demarceti '
he problem of demarceting the frontier between stmospheric and
outer sSpace e stressed the fi ] e e ;
er dgpace, he stressed the utility of the technical information
5 ] Lok L ULE LI b L

provided by the

iUy

rﬁulwb represents o AT £ R A SIS e
Hhie, Scientific experts were obviously not always in agreement
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Space, &nd the

a2
e ?

Committee had left

iz— 1 1 Spheva 3 ha o P R
> in abeyance, being of the opinion that the matter
was not urgent and that techni 0
Z 12 1ical devel g should be awaited Since that time,
= B S TLEeE el ne

there had been : utoundln” technical progress;

-4 States

and, in that

thelr recent exploits.

Cor

cxion, he congratulated

B TTai ;
che Un it 2Elronauns on

If therefore, at that late hour,

sclentists
there

did not succeed in resching agreement,

Wa s

o point in the Legal

:;Ebmfomfiﬁtoe‘s continiing to Cnp\ulu them, for they would belunable to provide it with
he 3%310 elements for ﬂl&ﬂiﬂg up & le definition, e W
| It should not be forgotten that law was a pT&c%idﬁl 3cience and that it would 1
lmpossible to carry out the 1967 Treaty without dete ining the “itif;d?l'iu':?::atiu

i Le altl & 't wWnicn thne

of

States ceased. the the
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refore,
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Sub-Committee mmat studs :
= DI e st study the
P0881hility of defining the y

on line atmospheri 51N
atmospheric and ‘outer space

2r-a

fonal basis. In hig +that 1 '-.'I”i":l'

view,

should be set between 120 and 150 km,

the

uraer R e ~ e
was higher than the oné proposed before. Such

would have
might be
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advantage
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region in which no tat
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The draf 0
> draft convention concerning the registration of objects launched int
g | : | opgects launchned 1nto sSpace mis
0 be given urgent congideraftion The diffi td e i
k o sideraftion. 'he difficulties mentioned by several delegation
eTre not insurm L Dy several delegatv 8
insurmountable, and in sny c: Legal &
J bley and 1n sny e Legal Sub-Committee comld study the
B decide bow 3t s a3 | gl
cide how 1t should be Bolwed,

> the details to be settled later.
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(Sales No. 67.Y.3), p.173
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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE' ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH MEETING
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held on Friday, 13 June 1969; at 10.50 a.m.
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above i+
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Me different science
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gions of international law

municipal law of

Beemed, however, to be emerging gradually, as wa

COMMUNI AT TON

(e BN
o aCh

continued )

( item 3)

ggenda

Mr., PHETRAN (Hungary)? congratulated the Soviet Union

of America on their recent gpectacular succesges in space
i k

the subject of the definition of outer spa ce, he

cited some

from which conclusions

to him particularly sound and well-founded.

all were aware, the 1967 Treaty p imed the freedom of

sltuated above its territory constituted
of international law, being

and

irncorporatesd

all States

17y

(]

Xigting
national legislation nor the international ag greements,

ad to be modified as

[l-'\

early as

the air space situated

Because 1t was not xnown exactly what air space meant or
many guestions remained unanswered, especially gince

was provided by intergovernmental praectice, either.,

the

coexistence of the now established principles

space and the sovereignty of every State over the air

8 territory made it necessgary to have a definition of
ntifie and Technical Sub-Committee had expressed the view that

(=]
e

T any use looking to them for help in defining outer

et )

space.
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evinced by a
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could be drawn

outer

sach provided different criteria of definition,
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(b) THE
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45 and

and the United
exploration.

well-known

that

space.

i
State

a generally

both in

international agreecments.

however,

definition either of the actual notion of air or the upper
gpace. True; under a law of Peru of 15 November 1921, flights
of more than three kilometres had been authorized, but that

1927 in another law which had merely

above its

what its

o

of the

spac

o

thoge two spaces.

since
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A common
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E \T £ 20 December 1961; the
textss General asgembly slution 1721 B (XVI) of 20 December 1961;

Telecommunication

i i 159 and 1963 by the International
definitions adopted in 1959 and 1963 by the Internat :
: = ke L Iy oy o~
i ion the Ve for the establish-—
Union in the field of telecomnunications; the Convention for the es
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i i 98 & sted in 1962 nd which gave a definitig
Vehicle Launchers (HLDO), which wag adopted in 1962, and which &¢

q 1 5 =g et rea e e s the
srtain officia eclarations and, in particular, il
of "space wvehicle's; certain official deeclaratic 5

8/

‘ bmitted by Belgi (4/AC.105/C.2/L.T/Rev.3
draft conventions on liability suumlt?ca by Belgium \H/ACnldb/G c/ (/ )

I ] as al apove & the
and Hungary (A/nD,lOﬁ/C.E/LnlO/hov,l)—. and lastly, and above all, e

Whereag the Tredty penerally

provisions of article IV of the 1967
1T e Bl e | } (= il ‘f' X -'_I‘ ‘__ral
referre imply to "space!, article IV, which reproduces the terms of Gene
e Hu. ST o e (=R OISR OES S B S T 3
3 ; Ny I8 963, referred to objects
Asgembly resolution 1884 (KVIII) of 17 October 1963, referred o ] 3
placed "in orbit around the Harth'.

From the toxts just mentioned, and in particular article IV of the 1967
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. . . S b 3 Ar hatron that orbhit '].]_LU.SS
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3 . ] b gl e R were thus excluded.,
or high-speed aircraft, whatever height they might attain, were thus excludec
2 i1l Sli=npeo = [ 180 I Vi .

; ; findi e +i 4 i hjective

I the Sub-Committee did not succeed in finding scisentific and ob]
i £ ; Hace. it would have to look

criteria which would help it to define outer space, it would hav

£ kind he had mentioned in order to derive from them
around for cluss of the kind he had menticned in ord C

-~

elements of an agreed definition. For the time being, at any

the consgtituent
1 1abilit; b= ittee
D 3 of th onve 1 on abllit the Legal Sub-Commi }

rate, for the purposes of the convention on lia ¥
Fo+] e R £ B o = 3 g in
would have to achieve @ definition of the "space object! itself. Thus, in

Pl e ekt SLE e = Snace
1 t Way, it woulr yme nearer to & definition of ocutfer sp .
a roundabout way, it would come nearer Tc d

1 L | TN e Tses of Outer ‘:1_.', oo

ﬁX See report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Juter Space,
1 Records of the General Assembly,; Twenty-second Seggion,
Annexes, agenda item 32, document n/bQQ4J anmex 111, appendix IIL.
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With reference to the utilization of outer space, he obsérved that the

advent of space science had meant the end of the

ccentricisem which had s tamped

the stilenceég until that time, Laws and processes Were Now being revealed

which were valid for the whole universe including

It was only after-

wards that laws would be distinguished which differed according to whether they
applied to space aor tc The abandonment of geocentricism was called
by some -authors phenomenon of universalization. Today, univergalization

characlterized all the Bélences, jurisprudence, linguistics and the social
L

ersalization had regenerated the

g--._UlLJO,.u had be

of a few years than had been acquired previously in centuries. There no longer

to be any limit to the growth of scientific information, the benefits

of "which, lﬂCldeWhillv, Wwers not merely guantitative, for universalization

affected the rate of development of science and culture. It would undoubtedly

be possible one day to describe th

t'l)_

‘very structure of the 2

sallity in which: man

lived, to foresee events and even to modify the human environment
Az to the registration of objects launched into outer space, he cornsidsred
that the system of

stration which had been put in operation in fccordance
(
by

With General Assembly resolution 1721.B XVI) had Justified itself in practice,"
_b

because. the' gpace Powers, which, for the time belng, were precisely those which

were sending objects into sp

regularly submitted +the reguired information
on these objeats.

submitted on that subject, particularly that of

/LL in)/Cn?/L.ﬁg)y were interssting, but in his opinion, the main

F]_" neea

(4
i
immediate reguirement was to improve the existing system, perhaps along the

lines suggested in some of the French proposals. That would ensure the
continuity of the system founded by the United Nations and Pregerve its

Lin

S8cientific and historic valiue.,

The Sub~Committes!s primary” task, at its eighth sesslon, was t0 prepare
2" ii—- al dra SEMD

agreement on liability for damage caused by objects launched

Into outer gpace. He would revert to that question later, and hoped that the

“8Tcement in question would at last be drafted, in the

gpirit desired by the
Chairpam

and the representative of the- USSR,
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Mr. BETTINI (Italy) congratulated the United States and the USSR on

their achievements in space exploration.

The definition of outer space was a guestion of such importence that it

aghould be accorded priority by the Sub-Committes, as soon as the drafting of

the convention on liability had been completed. There were several reagons

why that should be done.

In the first place, one of the bagic objectives of the 1967 Treaty was to

forestall any harmful activities in outer space and to prevent the armaments
race from extending into space. T+ would not be feasible, however, really to

apply the Treaty to that end until the demarcation line between airspace and

outer space had been precisely defined,
In the second place, the CGencral Assembly had, on at least two occasiong,
instructed the Sub-Committee to give due attention to the guestion. The Sub-

Committee could not ignore those instructions. When the Assembly's next

session was held, it should, at the very leasuy, be in a position to show the

Assembly that it was fully sware of the importance of the guegtion and was

giving it priority in its work.
The question of the registration of objects launched into outer space wWas

clogely linked with the definition of space and should also be included in the

list of topics to which the Sub- Committee should next turn its attention,
As to the use of outer space, the Sub-Committes should put to itself now

the question whether or not it was essential to prepare a draft convention.

Whatever the answsr, it should not
uses, such uag exploration, economic utilization, scientific research, etC.,

and considered the use of outer space from verious points of view that were

algo important. The Treaty providsd that outer spuce should be used for the
benefit and in the interests of all countriess that space should be explored

and used without discrimination of any kindj that space should not be subject

ignty or by any other means; that

(L

to national approepriation by claim of sover:

space should be used in accordance with international law, and particularly in

accordance with the United Nations Charter; that space should be used execlu-

and thzt the

gively for peaceful purpos astronauty of one State Party

should render all possible assistence to the astronauts of other States Parties

forget that the 1967 Treaty mentioned various
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+o the Trpehtw j 1oE e
to the Treaty. ALl those aspecis s

tould be studied in depth so that
gisznatories to the Spsece Treaty woiil LHOW
L4 ¢ ppace lreatny would know exactly what obligations they had

contracted, To that end, it might, 3 1 3
nat, an 16 ' might nerhans be adwvisagbla & 1
y gill, perhaps, be advisable to strengthen the
Quter Space Affairs Divisgion., |
At all events, his de E
=] 11 § 18 elegation D 2 that the S i
F i . i n considered that the Legal Sub-Committee
ghould prepare a recommendati i 1
: ) v Tecommendation for the i thee 1istis G i i
. | | vhe Committee listing the topics which 1%
thought should be ziven
. & i shollahe 1 4
. oy oriority in its work onee the convention on 1iability
had besn prepared % i
ad beesn prepared. I%5 could use the lis ind of
€ : be list as a kind of k. progra
5% a8 a kind of work programme.

Mr., AMBROSINI (Italy) said he wished o

upplement his delegation's

statenent on the use i e [
&tatemner & use of outer space T wasg necessa id
L space. Lt was necessary to consider,; asg

2
matter of urgencs tho auoedt: 2 i i
e Lranch vhe question of entrusting a body or organization with th
] canizat ; he
control and super f sue F=ie
: supervision of such use, That was the only way in which the abuse

of oute pace by o rers 1
L outer space by explorers could be prevented.

He recalled that. whe 1e
ecalled that, when the Interim Agreement on International Civil

Aviation, signed at Chicag : :
. 3 & at thaicago on T December 1944, was being brepared, the nes

had been fe a1 3 ' '
n felt for a provisional organization. the Provisional International
Civil Aviati rzanizati i :
aviation Organization ( TC40), which was 4o remain in being until the
g un
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force. Once the Agreemd 2 i
nece the Agreement had entersd into force, PICAO had been replaced by
10 h en replace 5

=

the Internatio: Civil Aviati
Internat 2 iwiat =g i :
_ rnational Civil Aviation Organization {ICAD)J

‘ That prucudent‘w;s an important one, since it had met the need for intro—
lucing order, in that particular case ia agrial navigation. The same need
Was now being felt in the case of outer space, with the steady inerease in the
i pace objects. Morsover, it was a gquestion not only of introducing
order, but also of prohibiting certain harmful activities such as the launchij“
2 ng

5 =} 5 g RIS L = 3 . “ . .
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Which had e ntersd g
fad encountered general censure, since the experiment could well have
: 2l ave

B e Lo - o
rievVented other State Baanit i { v >
( i R JGI:.’E Irom uging outs B 5 1 y
= I g outeld gpace. 1 wWag also rneces bt i
I (0] ‘ L1 i e oL >oegsEar to de cide
Low who W Tad b SHDOWeT o0 Ha) 1t onec = (=1 6 1 it d eaero activ 1 1
! OLLL G SHNpowara d it gra concegssions & ohibi gangearous i i 1
g s LI OLUEs & L E5

e e N A e :
I s 8ince 1t was quite impossible to license all initiatives
- nil ©5 s

(&

His delegation knes it
Lainh delegation kne ha ould be i
& new that 1 would be di Ifluult ey pI‘@-SGl’l‘t circmnstances
2 S

t:J = 'r+‘?l. 3
-bUMbl;sh 4 new organization. It would, however, be feasib

i € er, be feasible, as a temporary
“Bure, to strengthen the

Which

R A MO o T PRSI,
Outer Space Affairs Division of the Seccretariat
a §

already had certain Functions to d4a63
v aln Ifunctlions %o r_]_l,‘:;ljf_l—_"-:,]_"geq and to 3561511 gxperts to it
ru; ) 1
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Ea e e ll‘h*bbl Ol meet L" - r_‘"yr)--vl-.-‘—f.-]
:D viglon cou =1 QClh-t i 3 or mo a1 n a L)

of the questions included unde
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iities and decide whether or not a particular ctivity 4 . ] i
regulations for space activities &

the Bub-Committee to discusg tho

23 vilinhao @

: - T1 g matters in detail Lty aim at the current
ot z 2 cadvw oiven L1CSU's m ers 4 evarl ., 2 31lm & he
1 Various General Assembly resolutions had already & ; \ S S e
was lawful. 7 W hould be authorized or & draft convention on liability, and it was to be hoped
COSPAR the authority to state whether activities shou e auti
Py 2. B B

iffairs Divisi uld not, of
rohibited The powers of the Outer Space Affeirs Division cou 3
el Sl & X
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6 eveTr— it had submitted on the
s e 1t would, never i

E i - the General Assembly.
GOy J_';}_.JOI"L to the

registration of objects launched inte gpace, Such a
- = - T have ‘ 23 = + 4 4 ik : 3 -
Committee, it would hav : : nd could well be & convention would of course materially contribute to ensuring that space
theless, be the nucleus of an internmational organizaticn a
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to be essential, of an activities were not kept sccret, It was also of considerable importance fr
hi 1o & Ge el oR ggbaell :

prelude to the establishment, which might later prove To

WL =i Lo

the point of view of liability for damsy

Iom

. ? it The draft convention should be
' Jatior pecis d agency, with : SRR
t rosnization, or even of & United Nations specialized ag ¥y
autonomoug orzZa a s

: between States included as an important item in the agenda of the Sub-Committee's next session.
3 questions that might arise betWeen ate
wer gsettle any gquestiond that miz
power to set 1

In the meantime, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committes might v

o nenn et well be agked
Mr. BOYD:(United States of America) gaid his delegation s¥il ug

to give its oolnlon on the technieal =
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istration of aireraft and ships, for the existing

' T agt year registration systems would provide useful guidance.
a during g p gals
they had achieved in the use of outer space during bLhe F ¥
ey Al Gl V2 LTl L

the countries working to The question of the definition, or rather of the
il ad always been ameng toe
The United Arab Republic had always beer aliollg Ul

delimitation, of outer
bheli i the law should be such as to ensure BPace was of great importaonce, and was not, he thought, one that could be

I L aww of &pace, Tor it helieved The .l 21 ) ! : _ _

prepare.a law of space, ¢ Jusively peaceful purposes. Solved Dy technical methods alone. It was closely linked with the need to

3 o LD syl e med for exclus = 1 pe - .
. U aw domaln was e.Aylazu.i and use A : .I ; {
L the 1967 Treaty What still had establish a rule elearly stipula ting that outer space would bs used for peaceful
Lt - P s T attained b 16 1L e a
That aim had been to some extent at e y IR A Purposes only Without a commitment of that kind, the Powers not
: £ 1 agrecment completely prohibiting R J Witaout a commiting QL That Kind, the Powers not
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(resolution 2260 (XAII) of 3 November 1967) and, at its twenty-third session,

it had requested the Committee 1o continue the study of the wvarious implications

of space telecommunications (regolution 2453B (KXTTI Jef 20 Docember 1968).

Tn his delegation's view, 1t would be desirable, before taking any decision,

to await the conclusions of the CCIR Study Group on Bpace Systems and
Radioagtronomy which was to meet at the end of the summeT of 1969.

He supported the Japanesc representative's suggestion that consideration

Bl S

should be given to the ostablishment of an order of priorities for future work.

During the three weeks to be devoted by the Sub-Committee to the draft convention

concerning liability, the Chairman should hold consultations with & view to
drawing up a future programms of work and determining an order of priorities
for the questions to taken up by the Sub—Committee when it had completed
its work on liability.

Mr. ANGUELOV (Bulgaria) congratulated the Soviet Union and the

United States on the brilliant explolts of their asronauts and the extraordinary
precision of the work done by their scientists and technicians. He hoped that
the countries engaged in outer-space activities would continue them for the
benefit of all mankind.

With reference to the French delegation's proposal that an altitude criterio
(fixed at 80 km) should be seleoted for delimiting outer space; he said he
thought that the attempt to establish such a limit would be premature. The
problem was not purely theoretical, since a delimitation of outer spaee would
have the effect of determining the scope of national sovereigniy on the one hand,
and of the international regime of the freedom of outer space on the other.

There was no means of foresesing, however, all the possible effects of the
exploration of outer space and of the extension of State sovereignty in tha
domain. Moreover, the Sub-—Committee's principal task at the current session
was to prepare a convention on liability, for which a dividing line between the
atmosphers and outsr spacs did not seem necegsary. In fact, once it was
decided that liability for damage in outer space would be based on risk (abgolute
liability) and that it would apply irrespsctive of the place of damage, the ]
question of the delimitation of outer space obviously lost some of its

importance.
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The idea of fixing an altitude eriterion Tor the delimitation of outer
space .should be studied with reference to the guestion of the sffective
exercige of govereignty, which was linked to the progress of certain aviation
techniques, and to, the development of new categories of aircraft and weapons
Aintended to protect the air space of a State. In fact, where the effective
exercise of govereignty was no longer possible, the guestion arose whe
had been reached or memely an intermediary layer which might, or
might not, be subject'te the sovereignty of the bterritorial State. Morsover,
spaca objecits, including particularily satsllites, might be placed under the
authorit an int b '

:UJLO_luy of an international organization for activities carried out in the
interests of all mankind (reconnaissance, establishment of metsorclogical
stations, and so Oﬁ) and would have Vo fly over the earth at a fairly low
altitude, below the proposed 80-km limits a legal system shoﬁld %harefore
be pp 3 T St e : T
Cbaipzzli?ihwz_ffbs &%uh abjeets could fly around the earth without being
aTg Wi . violation of sovereignty, even if they flew at an altitude

below 80 km.
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Mr. ASDEL-GHANI (Chief, Outer Space Affairs Division) said that it

would probably be very difficult to advance the date for the Working Group's
gession.

He understood the inconvenicnce caused by the calendar, but it should be
remembered that delegations had long ago been informed that it would be
impossible to convene the Working Group at Geneva immediately after the session
of the Sub-Committee. The members of the Committee had, however, ingisted
that the Working Croup's session should be held at Geneva, and the date of
28 July had not been adopted through any lack of foresight or through faulty
organization on the part of the gecretariat.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the Chief of the Outer Space Affairs

Division should be requested to ascertain fpom the secretariat whether there

was any possibility of advancing the date for the Working Group's session. In
the meantime, delegations might congult their governments to see whether guch
a change did not involve insurmountable difficul ties.

Tt was so deecided,

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.
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reserved for aircraft. With regard to sub-paragraph (b), call signs couldiiat precony
A & 5 oAy af e e n
be assigned only to single States, not to a group of States. It might become €81 Floor beyond the Limits of National J e
nl 2 g ational Jurisdiction., Al o :

_ . .L_Lth-3u51.1 some time would D].Ez.psu
es!

Efore man ble £ Gl
was able to utilize the r

eleral Asoambl:
L Assembly had nevertheless alresds adont

L December 1968,

necessary, however, in the case of joint enterprises, for ITU to allocate call signs :
wrees of +he g i

) f the .:.v-;anh‘-_;,_l and ocean le"il‘ tlle

or, the
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to groups of States. That could be done under the provisions of sub-paragraph (E).
The second paragraph of article % would allow States latitude to use the method of

display which they considered technically most suitable.

: U iy A 2 ; e A A
T+ was because it was aware of the technical difficulties involved that his Even begun to consider the legal stat o T Outer Space had
= : e = (=] tus o a1 bh t .
iy - : . s - . Mming L L gtances resource - =2 -
delegation had introduced article 4 into its draft con ention. It was felt that the g from the moon. ! ources and products

provisions of articles 2 and 3 might eventually have to be modified and that any Mr, AMBROSTNI (Italy), supporting ti
- sl B LU il o

e rgentine proposal, said that the
mittee had a duty to study the que . s

E8Cion he

modifications should be worked out by small conferences held at regular intervals T l
stion it raised, which was linked with the

1 : >

A Sal 1 : i 1 v =]

had ralsetl co ncerning he @or nomic ad anca S
: . i auvarlvage

and attended by scientists and technologists, rather than by large diplomatic
Bloration of

5 o he de ]"iv 2d Trom th

. : ; e Ll 4 < <erived from the
conferences. The second paragraph of the article provided that common rules adopted outer space and celestial bodies, to e St
Allswer, Podles, to which he had so far not received

by a certain majority would be binding on all Contracting Rartice.
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Mr. ABDEL-GHANI (Chief, Outer Space Affairs Division) said that the questions

o = Tous] o 1@ 1 1 9 | o = = o r =3 4 e ra 1S e 1 1 =} * >
of the registration of objects launched into outer space had first been raised in the ;nf’rn“tlﬂﬂ ot its launchings
ited Natid i G59. The Ad I ommittee > Peacs as. 0O oy Space had L
United Nations in 1959 he Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer oSpace 1 B Iiolian G e I D ) ive :
L 9/ ; I : ) ' he code names San Marce I and San Marco IT and the
stated in its report< that the expected progressive increase in the number of space . B (s ; - = -
: liistralian Government used the code name WRESAT

using the COSPAR designati S 7
, g the COSPAR designaticn as well as code names.

vehicles indicated the necessity of providing suitable means for identifying individuall T
' Other organizations werec also i STred wit) : ;
= oalsd Involyed with regd stration. r.J_‘hl'\;'Q world data

‘ ; X
feentres had been established under the Inte tivnal Ge
: . s er the lnternaticnal Geophysical Year programme, one

il

space vehicles, and that such identification could be obtained by apgreement on an

allocation of call signs to be emitted at stipulated regular intervals, at least 3 Tmited Sratas : : :

= fl the United States, one in the USSR and one in the United Kinslom, t 1 3

until identification by other means had been established. T £ s S i lom, to collect data

BYon cbservational programmes and make it available 3 intercsted : ;

] o A d ! - i . ] . 5 Hestve LG @Vl ale B ntercsted scientists and

Among the reasons given in the report for .the desirability of a system of Brranizations, The Goddard S A k Sar

Brgarizations, The Goddard Space Flight Contre in the United States issued

identification and registration were that in many cases it would be desirable for Periodical r?pﬂrt OvEa TR G ; AT S
Perioile Cpox taining data compiled by the =mi sonian As 4

3 I l by the Smithsonian Astro-Physical Observatory.

| ¥ . e £L G L YL * T
fhe Royal Aireraft lNstablishment in the United Kingde

several countries to co-operate in tracking a space vehicle; that such a system might
om collected information on launchings

afford a convenient means for the notification of launchings to other States, thus ;by B countrics The Divistonts £il
i 15 e TS, Lne sionts file on the mubjuct fag (SO

E A T ; x 4 5 Zony 3 ; e SULJeGL W available to me e SRR B s

enabling them to make appropriate distinctions between space vehicles and other objeCUBMNERS conmittee for reference i > members of the

) AT S G alere By

and take measures to protect their interests if necessary; that it could be useful i Mp. RIHA (Crochoslovakia) than 4
preventing physical interference between space vehicles and conventional aircraft; B o formation provided in rﬂéﬂ‘:j'ﬁé lfi ?%1.1 ff the Outer Space &ffairs Division
and that it could also be useful whers cquipment was recovered from space vehicles CTHENNNEEEN. - ... iior would be useful-;if;;uvnu: ;15 ?U?%aaFlD?’s request. In his view,:
where a question of liability arose in connexion with possible damage caused by re-entl Bhould be taken and also to thd-Sciantif;ch :miétttf %n :etdrmlﬂlﬂg what future action
Since 1962, States launching objects into outer space had, under General Assembl B thot the full et }fxfuc ;1;_6L rTn- *;Chnlcil oub;CJmmitteq- He. therefore

e = 5 statement should be circulated as a

reaclution 1721 B (XVI), been submitting information on them to the Secretary-General SSoucnt of the Sub-Committes

That information included the name or other designation of satellites or space objectsy Hiz delesatibn vicw :
_ eleg on vicwed with uymnathj the idea of establishing an international
BPace agency as pr d by the Ftalian
BPace agency as proposed by the Ftalian delegation at the 11bth meeting.! H
- & 1l =8 S 12

Bhat that proposal should be mentioncd in the

as well as their orbital parameters., 4n official registry had been established in thé

Outer Space Affairs Division, which circulated copies of the information it received,

; . i Sub-Committee!s repor

retaining the original communicaticn. Australia, France, Italy, the Union of Soviet e protonal o fithe  0oat) : 5 port. s
adnd i) ! { Y arhoas e -1 ~ A il Ll -

i = of the Czechoslovak represcntative concerning the statement. made

Socialist Republics and the United States of America had so far submitted notificatiols the Chief of ”
a¢ Chief of the Outer Space Affairs Divisd
lclels 8irs Division was adopted.

of launchings, the number of documents in the series having reached 206 by 6 June 1969 Replying : i vt
, Replying to a question by the CHAIRMAN, Mr. BOYD (United States

.
& that whether he would wish his

The form and content of the information submitted by launching States varied. The j of Ameyioca)
i suggestion fto refec

3 2 : : . AL b 5 : the guestion of registratic
United States provided details of rockets launched as well as information on decaying S the Scicntific an! Techni ! ; 1 f registration
- e Lol EAET BTG =X odal 2 33 (R pn g L
Technlcal sSub-Committes to be ro garded as a farmal pr "]_'}C-””'ll

satellites. Objects were designated in sccordance with the COSPAR international SR e e e
pend on the future development of tho legal Sub-Committee's work

designation, Information was provided on the date of launching, the:launch vehicle,

Mr, AMBROSINI (Italy) reiterat :
7 5 : b ; : : . .o R 1L ‘ItﬂlJ} réiterated the suggestion made by his delegation at
the apogee and perigee and other technical details, including information on gatellite RPN R

€ Seventh sessior S e =1 .
A : e : 5 . : vl o . ) 1 seseion that at least one représentative of the Scientific and Technieal
category.  The USSR submitted information on its launchings in chronological order, BB Comnittos should attend the L A el R o
. ..‘.4_ o) eyl el gt =T1c Cile (_,-(-’__:‘f_'-" h}'u %-*J':‘['nmi‘ttc@‘

s meetings and - -vice versa.  There

Were mManv interrae g 7 - 3 1 7
¥ incerrelated guesticns being dealt with by the

using code names for payloads. T+ included information on the date of launching and
two Sub-Committecs whick

the purpose (communications, meteorology, etc.). The French Covernment submitted '1th:ugh organs of the sam PNty =
- 5 01 ThAe Salle pareh 5]% Y Wwere ggch upnsware of 4 1
A . O e ECTE ANETE OF -‘-’.hat +hi t}. I s
Hod ny 1 L1 oY was
8. He appealed for urgent consideration of that suggestion
= SUSECESLLOT

9/ See Official Record of the General Assembly, Fourteenth session, annexes, agenda
item 25, document A/4141, Part IIT, para. 17,
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Mp. VRANKEN (Belgium) said that his delegation would not oppose the proposal He was not convi
as W , ] i ot D S ; el }
nvinced of the gaed for an international space agency and thousht
space agency and thoug

to refer the question of registration to the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee. B corable that :
i ‘ Sl 8t preferable that the existing specialized agencies should extend the )

It was concerned, however, to ensure that the Legal Sub-Committee was not prevented B itios and el ot E . = d extend’ the seope of their
I _ ; 1 i ) o actl 5 and be given more authority in the field of outer space, H : 4 '
from dealing with the question at its next session by the fact that it was still o . : Zg er space. He nevertheless
had no objection to a study .of the desirability of sstablishing an internati 1

= z an internationa

under consideration by the other Sub-Committee. The Legal Sub-Committee should be . -
BpAace e o That cuestion micht ik A

5 : : o N 3 s e PP :ency. That question might be considered by the Sub-Committee at ite nintl

able to continue its work on the subject and invite a representative of  the Scientificluss . . . 2 DUL il ee at its ninth

SES5101.

and Technical Sub-Committec to participate in that work in accordance with the Italian ' !
: = He agreed with the Belgi
- with the Belgian representative that the .
5 presentative that the proposed study of the

representative's suggestion. A . e .
technlcal aspects of registration should not be allowed to

Mr. O'DONOVAN (Australia) said that joint meetings of the two Sub-Committees lelay consideration of the

: ; : ! f _ ‘ _ . . rench draft convention concerning registration. It would neve = Rk
were undesirable and impracticablc. The Committee was fully informed at 1its sesslcls h . 9 i P ould nevertheless be useful to
eve the advice of the Scientific and Te e X
A o Sl e A : ] e ok I L, ] dvice of the Secientific and Techniecal Sub-~-Committee, which wes 13
of the work being done by both its Sub-Committees, and co-ordinatlon was thus cnsurcd S t bef ; i ee, which was Iikely to
i - A F n - - - . b =S ;
; ‘ . ‘ ) : ) meet before the ninth session of the Lepgal Sub-Committee He pr o + -
at that level. Moreover, there was nothing to prevent any delegation from including it _ . 2 mmittee. He proposed that the Sub-
omnittee therefore adopt a recommendation submitted by his 4 ;
3 : n submitted by his delegation

/40, 105/C.2/1..55).

Mr, AMBROSINI (Italy) supported that recommendation, but suggested that t
ggestea CL e

among its members experts in a field other than that with which a particular Sub-

Committee was primarily concerned; scientific and technical experts could therefore
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Mp. EL REEDY (United Arab Republic) said that he agreed with the Australian

Mr, BOYD (United States of & ; ;

: : 2 : : : ] : e es of /merica) said ti », b =

representative. He associated his delegation with the views which had been expresscdiRL o :.. of th 2 e a) said that he, too, favoured seeking

s ; Al : . ' S e Beientific and Technical sub-Committe s e B AL

concerning the desirability of establishing an international space agency and rocallctiEse = ivaiiontagi oy TG ommittee on the technical aspects
: Aoy % ~an appropriate time, but he was ool AT

the consistent support given to that idea by the non-aligned countries, which had ' 2 s not convinced that that Sub-

Bommittee!s i
Lo =25 next sess i e the i i i
session would be the appropriate time. If the Legal Sub-Committes
3 (545

first oposed I t the Conference i i : -
st proposed it at the Lonlersuce held in Belgrade in 1961 00k up the question of registration at its ninth session, it 14 .
= i USSR 0ES y 1t would have sufficient

Mp, AMBROSINI (Italy) pointed out that he did not advocate joint scssions

y . 3 El F = ~ i— o o t 1 7 = [J | B
pe tellal i}, t[le GO'HI‘.'lfnt (@] e enca p Op[ al (9] 1 (DI LY QCC
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of the Sub-Committees, but merely ‘a liaison between them through the attendance of Bht be premature to refer the matter to t
= U RER he matter to the Scientific and T i o
. b e i . R e e et benetd . w7 £ and Technical Sub-Committ
sne or more of their members at cach other's sessions, He had derived great benefit therefore suggested that the phrase ‘at it g e
A ; ! : A y Ul A : 5 = 2 phrase “'at 1ts next session' g i :
from his contact with aecronautical sclentists when drawing up juridical standards B draft recommendation p il e QLML e B 200
i i = e =P roposead ¥ the Canadizan renr eyl =
: e ST _ adian representative and that th
in the field of aviation. - " P € hat the
Lttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space be left to decid 2 =
Ho asked the Chief of the Outer space Affairs Division to comsider his proposal MR Togal Sub-Committee's r . g » declde, in the' light of
e ee's report on the subject hen the mat: ,
= 1bject, when the matter should be refe i
S d- be referred

that experts should be appointed to the Division as a first step towards the creatlONSEEEe the Scientifi ; hni
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,

of an international space agency. el e 21 I
5 pace agency My, MILLER (Canada) agreed that the phra g &5 1 :
e 2 ; i, : L e g “aat. the ¢ ge mentione: e BTN e
Mp. MILLER (Canada) said that the Committee was the appropriate forum for R o e - nentioned by the United States
P ot = OCTiE e should be deleted from the proj : e,
4 > deleted from the proposed recommendation, on the understanding

discussing jointly all the various éspects of that subject. e Sub-Comnittee might © sach delegation would ‘
Th b~ Comn 2legation would be free to express i views on the priority to be accorded
SLAPT: Y : g accorael

e -t
o] t.. 2 s A s
he subject. His own delegation felt that it

express in its report the view that the parent Committee's sessions should be extendes
1t was a matter of some urgency.

to permit thorough examination of all aspects of the subject with the participation Mr, VRANKEN - (E
. A NI T He 19y a1 Wy T T L L= e
NI ‘A_lglum) end Mr. LEATTRE (France) associated themselves with
= 1S Ee L= B

of both jurists and scientists. ehe Pemarks of the Cansdian v
K of Uhe Canadian representative.
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ORGANIZATION OF WORK

i d, A/AC,105/C.2/SR.115 =D
|
If
i | Mr, TOKUHISA (Japan) suggested that the secretariat should be asked to

4=
Bhould take up agenda item 2 at its next meeting and
8 meeting and revert to item 5 at the i
e m 5 a he end of
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' prepare a list of topics suitable for inclusion in the Sub-~Committee's future work
A / 1 ! ; roposals made by the delegations of A !

programie. That list could be considered at an appropriate time during the present P y the delegations of Argentina, Belgium, Canada, Cz .
' z ! ada, Czechoslovakia and

] d.
the list g

session and priorities could be established. The secretariat could base
It was so decided.

on all the suggestions made by delegations sO far, consulting relevant material such

as the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. : Mr. PERSSON (Sweden) said that, since the document which his country ¥

Mr, 2THA (Czechoslovakia) supported that suggestion. Bubnit to the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites would ta;phsgvn ff_”aS i

: Mr, BL REEDYI(United Arab Republic), also supporting that suggestion, weeks to complete, it would be difficult for his Government to agrmé‘t0u+;ia;néire
e C iR

-| R 3 ) J e : _ Welcgation's suggesti 1 S ; ,
il | recalled his delegation!'s proposal that the Chairman should hold informal consultationsgs 2 ggestion that the Working Group's second session should foll
fmmediately after the present session of the S : ; i
sess 1 of the Sub-Committee. The representatives of
spresenta es

Banada and the Uni T [ -
1e United States had already indicated that the documents which thei
: ments which their

with delegations on the question of priorities. He said that the Sub-Committee couldH

take up the subject towards the end of its present session.

o ] : ; : ‘ national agencies were ﬁ P :
My. HERNDL (Austria) said that, although the proposed list of topics would e preparing for the Working Group's session would also not t
: . 14 2 : : Peady by carly July. I aSaEes e il i NP ISy S oS RSE
be most welcome, its preparation would impose a considerable burden on the secretariatiie J J e understood, moreover, that the Chairman of the Worki A
: . was Oppoged to an S S e h L o the W King Group
If the list could not be completed before the end of the session, 1T could be y change in the Group's time-table, which B
’ y which had been arranged after

p wed discussi e
y the Sub-Committee i rccc discussions.He Seher

D

circulated subseguently and priorities could be decided upon b fore asked the USSR delegation not to press i
Suggestion, i VaipieeAL G

at its next session or by the parent Committee.

The meebing ros &5
€ meeting rose at 5.55 p.,.

The CHATRMAN suggested that it would not be appropriate for the secretariat

ose topics for inclusion in the Sub-Committee's future work programme, or aml

to prop
order of priorities for those topics. The secretariat could, however, compile a list
of the topics already suggested by delegations at the present and previous sessilons of
the Sub-Committee. He understood that that could be done before the end of the

current session provided that the delegations themselves informed the secretariat of

the suggestions they had made, referring to the relevant records and documents. The

1ist would be circulated and he would ascertain the views of delegations on the ordeXl
of priorities to be accorded to the topics. The Sub-Committee could then take up the
question of the work programme and priorities towards the end of the present sessione
The list of topics would not include new proposals,.although delegations would of

course be free to present their views on the future work programme. He asked whethe®
that procedure should be adopted.

Tt was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN said that the fairly full exchange of views which had taken

place on agenda item 5 would provide a useful basis for the bub-Gommittee‘é

deliberations at the beginning of its next session. He suggested that the Sub-Commi®




