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socialist States. In addition, Czechoslovakia attached great importance to the

: provisions, such asarticle VII of the draft. The task of precisely delimiting
preparation of legal instruments which would provide the groundwork for new space 1

i E i
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. | (Mr. Hulinsky, Czechoslovakia) = %“
GENERAL EXCHANGE OF VIEWS (continued) . 1 T
; ” . outer space and the earth's atmosphere. Nevertheless, it seemed obvious that |
Mr. HULINSKY (Czechoslovakia) said thet his country had always f::iured ﬂ  B . tivities carried out in the immediate neighbourhood of the moon could not be il
i i = i exploration and peace uses : gl A ;
the development of international co-operstion in the exp i } . completely separated from activities carried out on the moon itself. It would seem Ll
i i i rticular g .
of outer space. Czechoslovak scientists and experts had, in pa s R oL o I O P i
icipated in the Intercosmos joint space research programme involving various L ; ¥ P ] ’ P b |
e R R b expression had been used at the previous session, but only in certain specific ‘
|

circumlunar space was certainly & difficult one, but did not seem to be vital. It
should, furthermore, be pointed out that inlthe relatively near future space flights
would become so complex that it would be no less difficult to define the objectives
of the missions involved than to establish limits in space. At all events, the

projected treaty would not close the door to further elaboration in the future, l

projects and for the development of peaceful space activities for the benefit of

all peoples. ]
His delegation welcomed the considerable progress made by the Sub-Committee in

preparing the draft treaty relating to the moon. It should be possible at the !

present session to overcome the remaining difficulties. With regard, firstly, to ! BB e il |
the question of whether the projected treaty should apply solely to the moon, or = SRS .

deal also with other celestisl bodies, both the need for specialization and the fa»-

that the draft was essentially based on experience in exploration of the moon 9
militated in favour of limiting its scope to the moon. At the same time, howeveré;
it was likely that future space activities involving other plenets in the solar =

system would be of a similar pature to lunar exploration activities. For that

While due note should be taken of efforts which had been made to establish an - I
international régime for the orderly exploitation of the resources of the moon and y
other celestial bodies, his delegation felt thet it would be premature to attempt }%V
to solve the problems involved in the question of natural resources. Outer space ‘

ectivities were at present essentially matters of scientific research, and would

reason, it seemed sensible to retain the suggestion made at the Sub-Committee's
previous session, namely, that all roference to "other celestial bodies" should be
deleted from the draft treaty and that a general provision should be included whlcé
would provide that the treaty would apply provisionally to other celestial bodles_.

remain so for a long time to come: the effective exploitation of possible resources 1}
found belonged for the moment to the field of fiction. i

Ideas relating to the exploitation of resources had obviously been derived

) e _ from current discussions on the legal régime governing the sea-bed, without teking e |
until such time as specific instruments, or instruments which covered specific | - ‘

ey P nev into consideration the essential differences between the two areas. The discussion i
i i cluded. Following the adoption © e
groups of celestial bodies, were con in the Sea-Bed Committee proved that it was becoming increasingly difficult to put

instrum i i lestial bodies in general, or with some of them in |
R 5 ; e 1 Sl s toz those ideas into effect because of differences of view between various groups of : ;ﬂ

ul the moon treaty would then play only a subsidiary role in ) WS : . : |
particular, e Yy P States, which were providing entirely different interpretations for identical I

te . : 1§

h such instruments did not cover in specific terms, or in relation

tters whic o . toncepts. In order to promote the elaboration of a draft moon treaty, the relevant .W. |
States Parties to the moon treaty which had not accepted those other instruments.

: : : hethenit Provisions of article X should be drafted in the most general way possible, and the 1ﬁ

s T RS RO TR Y tﬁe?r? R th? Wil . | duestion of a régime governing the future exploitation of the resources of the ﬁhﬁ

B E o the ety shania Gpnly enly R e i ik t?ﬁ e . foon should be discussed by the Legal Sub-Committee at a later stage. ﬁﬁ%

O R AR AR5 R dea% ?1th fce bt | Czechoslovakia believed, as did most Member States, that space exploration #.
circumlunar space. The delimitation of various zones was at present giving ris€ S8 / il |

_Should be carried out in the interest of the whole of mankind, in accordance with

the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. Revertheless, countries which were exploring outer ik |

g
) | .

difficulties: the most striking case in that respect was that of the limits be :%

t-f
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space, the moon and other celestial bodies should be able to use reasonable j@
quantities of the resources which they discovered to further the purposes of their }
In addition, it should be recognized that, while achievements in space

missions.
opened up new prospects for all of mankind, it was the States which were carrying
out exploration activities which had, individually or collectively, to meet the
costs of such activities. Whatever matters remeined unresolved with regard to the
moon treaty, the Sub-Committee's efforts seemed near completion, and his d31esﬂt10n

was convinced that a full text could be presented to the twenty-eighth session of

the General Assembly. A

His delegation also wished to make a contribution to the preparation of a i

draft convention on registration of objects launched into space.

had been less progress on that text than on the draft moon treaty, the proposals Q}

submitted - with commendable motives - by the United States, as well as those
submitted by Canada and France, could be regarded as providing a useful basis for

further discussion.

registration of ships and aircraft; but it must reach a solution primarily on the -

basis of existing practice in the voluntary notification of data concerning the =

launching of space objects. Furthermore, States should maintain national registers
in which objects launched by intergovernmental organizetions would be recorded, in '

addition to certain basic information referred to in the treaty.

task of States to establish such registers and to determine what their contents ;p
would be. 5
Among the other items on the Sub-Committee's agenda his delegation attached =

particular importance to the implications of space communications. That question

had become topical since the USSR had submitted a draft convention on direct
broadcasting satellites st the twenty-seventh session of the Gereral Agsembly, but
for years internationsl orgenizations, both intergovernmental and non-governmenté
had been interested in it. The Legal Sub-Committee should begin by considering

specific rules of international law governing the activities of States in that @

field with a view to the conclusion of an international agreement.

'

Even if there =

His delegation believed that in drafting the legal provisions =

for the registration of space objects the Sub-Committee could draw on experience inm

Tt would be the =

i

- space Powers but also those of other States.

4

A/AC.108/C.2/SR.198
English
Page 5

Mr. CAPOTORTI (Italy) welcomed the substantial progress that had been

made during the present session on the draft treaty relating to the moon and hoped
that the Sub-Committee could make similar progress in discussing the question of
registration. The method of conducting unofficial negotiations parallel with the
discussions in the Working Group had proved fruitful and it was to be hoped that
the outstanding difficulties could be overcome.

Any doubts which might have arisen about the value of the draft treaty
relating to the moon, in view of the existence of the 1967 Treaty on Outer SPaCé:
had now been dispelled. It now seemed useful to introduce clarifications with
regard to the 1967 Treaty and to take into account not only the interests of the
The proposed treaty concerned all
States in that it dealt with the exploitation of future resources. Modern
technological progress was so repid that it would soon become possible to exploit
the resources of the moon and hence international regulations governing such
exploitation should be prepared at once. The idea that those resources formed the
common heritage of mankind was undoubtedly valid.

would show whether that idea had other implications, his delegation proposed that

However, since only experience
it should be limited to lunar resources. Lunar resources should not be assimilated
hastily to the resources of the sea, for there were profound differences between the
two. '
There were still, however, some difficulties to be resolved: in particular,
the scope of the proposed treaty, article X, and articles IV and VI, with regard
to the notification of activities undertaken in space and the communication of the
results obtained. The United Kingdom proposal seemed to constitute a wvaluable
basis for discussion of the latter point and it was to be hoped that agreement would
be forthcoming on the time when notifications should be made; the best sclution was
that they should be made as soon as possible. The outstanding problems were not
unsurmounteable provided each country was ready to make the necessary concessions.
With regard to the question of registration, he was glad that the debate had
emtered a new phase with the submission of the United States proposal. It showed
that a consensus had emerged on the value of a convention on the subject and made
He hoped that during the informal

consultations the sponsors of the Franco-Cansdian draft and the United States draft

it possible to institute a real dialogue.

could bring their viewpoints closer together,

fai
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DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO SPACE FOR THE '?} ' A Convention providing for registration in a national register would
EXPLORATION OR USE OF OUTER SPACE (contlnued) i : certainly be very useful in cases where the space object caused damage but it would

\:‘_.
5

: : also provide States, directly and equally, with sufficient information on space
Mr. CHARVET (Frence) said that the representative of Canada had given &

: ) g activities likely to interfere with their national sovereignty, as, for example,
clear and complete explanation of the Franco-Canadian draft on the registration of

o remote sensing and satellite broadcasting. That was a good example of the
space objects. His delegation would therefore merely recall the reasons why France

hacﬂalready in 1968 brought that matter to the attention of the Legal Sub-Committee, §
having always been deeply interested in its legal aspects. France sought to f
provide for space objects, besides the compulsory United Nations registration, a 1
national registration, as a kind of passport which conferred on them a genuine

netionality. For that reason, it preferred the term "State of registry" to thet
of "launching State". Without registration, it would seem impossible to envisage - i T R
the proper implementation of such texts as the 1968 Agreement on the Return of *ﬂ
Objects Launched into Outer Space or the 1972 Convention on International Liability

interdependence between the various aspects of space law.

Two points in the Franco-Canadian proposal deserved special attention, namely,
the marking of space objects - which alone gave a State suffering damage the
irrefutaeble material evidence on which to base a claim for compensation - and the
nationsl register which must be established by a single State and confer a single

nationality. In the case of a joint launching by several States, there would be a

to deal with formalities and their legal consequences. Such a formula would avoid

o ; repeating the somewhat confused concept of the launching State defined in the
would quic 4 i L e . 5 it
for Damage Caused by Space Objects. Without registration, disputes i i i } 1972 Convention on Lisbility. A satellite belonging jointly to several States

i tablish liability. > ; : : 4
arise whenever there was any attempt to recover fragments or es would be included in a joint register but the participating States would designate

; ! 2 : S i eady envisaged i i
Furthermore, simple registration could not suffice in the case, already ag 2 one from among them for the purposes of the material act of registration.

or reusable space : A s 2 e
in the near future, of placing in orbit recoverable space objects - Without minimizing the differences existing between the two drafts before the

: h progress 1n- - : 1 :
shuttles travelling like aircraft in imner as well as outer space. Such prog Legal Sub-Committee, his delegation was glad that all delegations were able to

; ; . . ; for air traffic s < : > .
astronautics, which was going to give rise to new safety problems - participate in the discussion and hoped that the Sub-Committee could successfully

i i i i void accidents; - A - : :
in atmospheric space, should be subject to regulation in order to & : conclude, in a spirit of compromise, the drafting of the two conventions on the

the new provisions would apply both to space objects and to sireraft which shoigg agenda and submit both for the approval of the Committee on Outer Space.
both be registered. International legislation was therefore essential and more anﬂ
more States were realizing that truth. 3

. He stressed that only registration would allow a legal link to be established
beﬂ%een the State responsible for the space object and the object itself and 10 ;' - The CHAIRMAN announced that the Sub-Committee had agreed that the

determine with certainty the responsibility for the space object with regard toraneas representative of Austria should be the Chairmen of Working Group II on the draft

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

international law. If there were several launching States, one of them would be }5 convention on registration. He proposed that Working Group II should begin its
designated as responsible. With registration, the space object and any personnel--[ work that afternoon and that the next plenary session of the Legal Sub-Committee
on board were subject to a juridical régime end the State of registry possessed ! should take place on Friday morning, 6 April.

powers of jurisdiction and control over the object. The affixing of a reglstratlon It was so decided.

number appearing in the national register would also facilitate identification anﬁii
would satisfactorily supplement the 1968 and 1972 Conventions.

3

The meeting rose at 11.40 a.m.
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