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Order of the Minister of Economic Affairs dated 7 February 2008, no. WJZ 7119929, containing rules governing licence applications for the performance of space activities and the registration of space objects

The Minister of Economic Affairs,

Having regard to Section 4, subsections 2 and 3, of the Space Activities Act and Articles 3 and 6 of the Space Objects Registry Decree;

Decrees as follows:

§ 1. Definitions

Article 1

For the purposes of this Order, Agentschap Telecom (Radiocommunications Agency Netherlands) means: Agentschap Telecom of the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

§ 2. Application for a space activities licence and amendments thereto

Article 2

1. An application for the issue of a licence to carry out space activities shall be made by submitting the form included in Annex I.

2. The application must be accompanied by the following information and documents:

a. as complete a description as possible of the space activities in question;

b. financial documents, consisting of:

1. a projected profit and loss account with explanatory notes;

2. a projected balance sheet with explanatory notes;

3. a cash-flow forecast;

4. a financial risk analysis, indicating what financial control measures have been taken to ensure the continuity of the space activities;

c. documentary evidence with regard to liability insurance;

d. documentary evidence with regard to authorization for the use of frequency space;

e. an account of the applicant's knowledge and experience with regard to the performance of space activities, and also documentary evidence demonstrating that this knowledge or experience is safeguarded during the performance of the space activities.

3. An application to amend a licence shall be made by submitting the form referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 3

The application referred to in Article 2, paragraphs 1 and 3, shall be made out to Our Minister of Economic Affairs and sent to Agentschap Telecom.

§ 3. Registration of space objects

Article 4

Registration and amendment of information concerning a space object (as referred to in Article 4 of the Space Objects Registry Decree) shall be carried out by submitting the form that is included in Annex II.

Article 5

The form shall be made out to Our Minister of Economic Affairs and sent to Agentschap Telecom. 

§ 4. Concluding provisions

Article 6

     This Order shall enter into force with effect from the second day after the date of publication of the Government Gazette in which it appears.

Article 7

This Order shall be cited as: Order concerning licence applications for the performance of space activities and the registration of space objects.

This Order shall be published in the Government Gazette with the explanatory notes and the annexes.

The Hague, 7 February 2008

The Minister of Economic Affairs,

EXPLANATORY NOTES

     Under the Space Activities Act (Bulletin of Acts and Decrees 2007, 80) a licence is required in order to carry out space activities. Furthermore, space objects that are used in connection with space activities should be registered. This Order stipulates the forms to be used when applying for a licence to carry out space activities and also when registering space objects.

The application form to carry out space activities, which must also be used when requesting an amendment to an existing licence, must be accompanied by the information and documents specified in Article 2, paragraph 2, of the Order. Thus the applicant should also submit documents that explain, as fully as possible, the nature and scope of the space activities that are to be performed. These documents may consist of a business plan or project plan, but the applicant may also draw up a document specifically for the application in question. The proposed space activities may relate to the launching, the flight operation or the guidance of space objects in outer space, or else a combination of these activities. 

An important aspect of the application is the submission of financial documents, such as a projected profit and loss account, a projected balance sheet and a cash-flow forecast. With these documents the applicant must be able to show that he possesses sufficient financial security to ensure the continuity of the space activities, which are generally capital-intensive, and to fulfil the obligations of the licence. Furthermore, the applicant must draw up a risk analysis indicating what financial control measures have been adopted in order to ensure the continuity of the space activities. 

A licence to carry out space activities is only issued if insurance has been taken out to cover the financial risks associated with the space activities as far as State liability is concerned. In this connection the applicant will be required to submit documentary evidence showing, at least, the name or names of the insurer(s), the sum insured, the amount of the annual insurance premium and the period of insurance. 

When carrying out space activities it is usually necessary, for navigation purposes, to communicate via radio frequencies. The application form is to be accompanied by documentary evidence of frequency rights that have been assigned to the applicant (e.g. an existing frequency licence).  

Finally, the applicant should outline the available knowledge and experience of performing the space activities for which a licence is being sought. This may be an account of the applicant's own knowledge and experience or a description of the person(s) who will provide the applicant with that knowledge and experience and of the manner in which it is to be provided (as can be the case when third parties are engaged). In addition, documentary evidence is required which shows that this knowledge or experience is safeguarded during the performance of the space activities.

     The application form − a model of which has been included in Annex I to this Order − and the required information and documents are submitted to Agentschap Telecom, Groningen, an agency of the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

    Annex II to this Order contains the model registration form.

The licence-holder will use this form to register the information on the space object that will be used in connection with the licensed space activities. This information should consist of an expanded version of the information included in Article 3 of the Space Objects Registry Decree (Bulletin of Acts and Decrees 2007, 475), e.g. a description of the space object and its function, the orbital parameters or the country and location of launch. The registration form is likewise submitted to Agentschap Telecom.

The administrative cost of completing a licence application is equivalent to approximately 2 person days of once-only “form-filling”. Furthermore, a certain amount of time will need to be allotted for regular consultation with the authorities (also around 2 person days per year). The total costs involved amount to 4 x €1,000 = €4,000. This estimate applies to the company that is already operating in the Netherlands, whose practices have served as a model during the development of the licensing system. This does not mean that every company in the highly diverse space activities sector will face the same administrative burden. It is quite possible that the costs associated with other activities and another company will be considerably lower. It is therefore advisable to include a margin for administrative costs. It is estimated that these administrative costs will amount to between €2,000 and €4,000. The situation will possibly be somewhat different for newcomers to the space activities market. It is important here to distinguish between activities that the company must undertake in any case for commercial reasons, on the one hand, and administrative work that the company must undertake as a result of the Space Activities Act, on the other. An example of the former category might be a security plan for facilities managed by the company. Such a plan will need to be made in any event if the company wishes to consolidate its position in the market. The administrative burden will then merely consist in printing out an extra copy for the purposes of the licence. Administrative costs will likewise be incurred in furnishing information for the registry. On average, a company can be expected to submit a notification for registry purposes once every five years. Such a notification will take half a day, i.e. it will cost between €125 and 500.

The Minister of Economic Affairs,
Annex I

	
	Purpose of this form

	(
	Licence application

	(
	Licence amendment application, file no.:…………………….…………… 

	(
	Licence cancellation, file no.: ………………………………………….…..….

	
	Cancel the licence as of ……………….….………………………………… 

	
	


	1
	Information concerning the applicant 

	• Name of person/company/organisation

	…..………….…………………………………………..…………………...…………………………..……

	• Address ………………….…………..…………………...……………………….…..…

	• Postcode/town/city ……….……………..…………………...…………………………...……

	• Country …………………..……………………..…………………...…………………………………

	

	• Address for correspondence .……………………………...…………………..………...……

	• PO Box ……………….…….……………………..…………………...…………………………..……

	• Postcode/town/city ……….………………..…………………...…………………………..……

	• Country ……………………..……………………..…………………...…………………………..……

	

	• Telephone ………..…..……………….……..…………………...………………………………..……

	• Fax no. …..………..….………………..…………………...………………………………..……

	• E-mail address …………….…..…..……..…………………...………………………………..……

	
	


	
	• Registration with the Chamber of Commerce

	
	( Registration no. .…………………..…………………………….…………….

	
	( Other information: ………..……………………………………….…………

	
	


	2
	 Space activities

	The licence is required in order to carry out the following activity/activities:

	( launch

	( flight operation, and/or

	( guidance

	of space objects in outer space.

	


	3
	Commencement of space activities

	
	Date on which space activities are expected to commence:
	………………………………………………….………

	
	

	4
	Documents to be enclosed 

	•
	Information about the space activities

	
	The licence-holder will submit a business plan, project plan or other document that specifically relates to the (proposed) space activities as selected above.

	•
	Financial information concerning the space activities

	
	The applicant will furnish:

- a projected profit and loss account with explanatory notes
- a projected balance sheet with explanatory notes

- a cash-flow forecast, and 

- a risk analysis indicating what financial control measures have been adopted in order to ensure the continuity of the space activities.

	•
	Information concerning  the liability insurance

	
	The licence-holder will have and maintain insurance cover for the liability arising from the space activities. The applicant will furnish documentary evidence of this insurance cover together with the application. As a minimum requirement, this will give:

- the name or names of the insurer(s)

- the sum insured

- the amount of the annual insurance premium

- the period of insurance

	•
	Authorisation to use frequency space

	
	The applicant will furnish documentary evidence of the frequency rights assigned to him, which relate to one or more space objects or space activities for which the licence is requested. 

	•
	Applicant's knowledge and experience

	
	The applicant should possess knowledge and experience in carrying out space activities. This requirement also applies to third parties called in by the applicant when carrying out space activities. 

The applicant will furnish documentary evidence of this knowledge and experience.

	


	5
	Additional comments

	
	…………………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………

	
	……………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………

	
	……………………………………………………………………………………..……………………………………

	
	


	6
	Signature

	
	The undersigned declares that the information has been entered truthfully.

	
	• Name …..………………………..…………….…………….…………………………..……

	
	• Position …..…………………..…………….…………….…………………………..……

	
	• Town/city and date …………………….…………….…………………………..……

	
	• Signature ……………….………………..…….………………………….……..………

	
	


For information and relevant documents see

www.agentschap-telecom.nl
Annex II

	
	Purpose of this form (always complete question 1)

	(
	New registration 

	(
	Amend information in file no. ………………..……………………….………….

	(
	Cancel registration under file no.…………………………..………….…..….

	
	Cancel the registration as of……………….………………………………… *)

	
	

	
	*) Proceed to question 3.


	1
	Information concerning the applicant (licence-holder)

	• Name of company/organization

	…..………….…………………………………………..…………………...………………….………..……

	• Address ………………….…………..…………………...………………….………..……

	• Postcode/town/city ……….……………………..…………………...………………….………..……

	• Country……………………..……………………..…………………...…………………..………..……

	

	• Address for correspondence .………..…………………...…………………....………...……

	• PO Box ……………….…….……………………..…………………...………………..……..……

	• Postcode/town/city ……….………………..…………………...……………..……………..……

	• Country ……………………..……………………..…………………...……………..……………..……

	

	• Telephone …………..….……………….……..…………………...……………….………………..……

	• Fax no. …..………..….………………..…………………...……………….………………..……

	• E-mail address ……………..….…..……..…………………...………………...………………..……

	
	


	
	• Registration with the Chamber of Commerce

	
	( Registration no. . …………………..…………………………….…………….

	
	( The organization is a government agency

	
	( Other  information:………………..…………………………….…………

	
	


	2
	Information concerning the space object

	• Description and function, including the (commercial) name

	……….……………………………………………..………………………………………………………………

	.……………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………

	• Orbital parameters 

	Nodal period
	….………………………..…………………hh:mm

	Inclination
	……………………………………………degrees

	Apogee
	………………………………………………..…km

	Perigee
	………………………………………………...…km

	Nominal geostationary position (where applicable)
	(……...….) (………..) (……..….) , (…......)  degrees East

	Epoch date
	…………………………………………….……………

	• Launch

	Country
	…………………………………………………………

	Town/city
	……………………………………………………….…

	Proposed date 
	……………………………………………………….…

	Actual date
	……………………………………………………….…

	• Arrival in above-mentioned orbital position

	Proposed date 
	…………………………………………………………

	Actual date
	………………………………….……………………

	• Legal transfer (where applicable)

	Proposed date 
	………………………………….……………………

	Actual date
	………………………………….……………………

	• Decommissioning

	Proposed date 
	…………………………………………………………

	Actual date
	……………………….………………………………

	(Expected) method
	……………………………………….………………

	• Comments relating to the space object (optional)

	.……………………………………………………..…………………………………………….

	……………………………………………………..……………………………………………..

	……………………………………………………..……………………………………………..……….….…………

	……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..…….….…………

	……………………………………………………..………………………………………………..….…….…………

	……………………………………………………..……………………………………..…………….…….…………

	


	3
	Signature

	
	The undersigned declares that the information has been entered truthfully.

	• Name …..……………..…………….…………….…………………………..……

	• Position …..………………………….…………….…………………………..……

	• Town/city and date ….……….…………….…………………………..……

	• Signature ………….……………..…….………………………….……..………




	
	Additional comments

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………

	
	…………….…………………………………………………....…….…………………………….……..………
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