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Floor area additions by 2060

Source: ‘Energy Technology Perspectives’, International Energy Agency/OECD, 2017



Climate Change Risk

Source: ‘Climate Change Risks’, Verisk Maplecroft 2018



Secondary Cities, the Hidden Story

Source: NYU Marron Institute of Urban Management, Nicolas Galarza, 2000

16

50%



Survey of the Built Environment Professions, 2020
Authors

Commonwealth Association of Architects
Commonwealth Association of Planners
Commonwealth Association of Surveyors and Land Economists
Commonwealth Engineers Council

Commentators

• Architects Registration Council, Botswana
• Institute of Architects Bangladesh
• Pakistan Council of Architects and Town Planners
• Sierra Leone Urban Research Centre
• Commonwealth Local Government Forum
• Canberra University, Australia
• International Growth Centre, Uganda
• Oxford University, Kellogg College, UK
• UCL Energy Institute, UK
• Water Aid, UK

Supporters

• Commonwealth Secretariat
• The Prince of Wales Charitable Foundation



Ratio of Architects v Rates of Urbanisation, 2019

0.619
0.543

0.500
0.392

0.274
0.228

0.218
0.167

0.110
0.084

0.073
0.072
0.069

0.065
0.065

0.038
0.033
0.033

0.021
0.016
0.015
0.014
0.012
0.011

0.005
0.005

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7

United Kingdom
Australia

Hong Kong
New Zealand

Canada
Singapore

Antigua and Barbuda
Mauritius

Botswana
Dominica
Malaysia

South Africa
Trinidad and Tobago

Sri Lanka
India

Nigeria
Pakistan

Fiji
Bangladesh

Belize
Zambia

Rwanda
Kenya
Ghana

Uganda
Gambia, The

Professionals per thousand population



Ratio of Architects v Rates of Urbanisation, 2019

1.0%
1.7%

0.8%
2.0%

1.5%
0.5%

0.4%
-0.1%

3.3%
0.7%

2.1%
2.1%

0.4%
1.5%

2.3%
4.2%

2.7%
1.6%

3.2%
2.2%

4.2%
3.1%

4.1%
3.4%

6.2%
4.0%

-1.0% 0.0% 1.0% 2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 5.0% 6.0% 7.0%

United Kingdom
Australia

Hong Kong
New Zealand

Canada
Singapore

Antigua and Barbuda
Mauritius

Botswana
Dominica
Malaysia

South Africa
Trinidad and Tobago

Sri Lanka
India

Nigeria
Pakistan

Fiji
Bangladesh

Belize
Zambia

Rwanda
Kenya
Ghana

Uganda
Gambia, The

Urban growth



Ratio of Architects v Rates of Urbanisation, 2019

0.619
0.543

0.500
0.392

0.274
0.228

0.218
0.167

0.110
0.084

0.073
0.072
0.069

0.065
0.065

0.038
0.033
0.033

0.021
0.016
0.015
0.014
0.012
0.011

0.005
0.005

1.0%
1.7%

0.8%
2.0%

1.5%
0.5%

0.4%
-0.1%

3.3%
0.7%

2.1%
2.1%

0.4%

2.3%
4.2%

2.7%
1.6%

3.2%
2.2%

4.2%
3.1%

4.1%
3.4%

6.2%
4.0%

-1.0% 0.0% 1.0% 2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 5.0% 6.0% 7.0%

-0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7

United Kingdom
Australia

Hong Kong
New Zealand

Canada
Singapore

Antigua and Barbuda
Mauritius

Botswana
Dominica
Malaysia

South Africa
Trinidad and Tobago

Sri Lanka
India

Nigeria
Pakistan

Fiji
Bangladesh

Belize
Zambia

Rwanda
Kenya
Ghana

Uganda
Gambia, The

Urban growth

Professionals per thousand population



CO2 per Capita v Rates of Urbanisation
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Source: International Energy Agency, March 2019

Building energy codes by country, 2018
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Key findings:

1. There is a critical lack of capacity in a number 
of Commonwealth countries, many of which are 
urbanising rapidly and are among the most 
vulnerable.

2. There is a corresponding lack of educational 
and institutional capacity to grow the 
profession fast enough in a number of 
Commonwealth countries.

3. There is a perceived weakness in built 
environment policy in many Commonwealth 
countries in terms of standards, implementation 
and enforcement.



Unplanned?



Unplanned, poorly planned?



Unplanned, poorly planned, well planned?



Call to Action on Sustainable Urbanisation

Source: ‘Call to Action on Sustainable Urbanisation in the Commonwealth’

CHOGM 2022, Kigali, Rwanda



Declaration on Sustainable Urbanisation

Source: CHOGM 2022, ‘Declaration on Sustainable Urbanisation’

Headlines:

• Highlighting the need to plan for urban expansion and 
the importance of integrated urban planning…

• Highlighting the potential role of technology and the use 
of data…

• Recognising that access to finance will be crucial…

• Support cities to mobilise resources to develop 
comprehensive scalable programmes…

• Encourage knowledge sharing through dialogue…and 
increased opportunities for professional training in 
urban development.





A lot of 
input

Not enough 
impact
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